Progress at Mt. Buffalo

By A. W. Keown

T.  BUFFALOL, the Cradle.of organised

Ski-ing in Victoria, has moved steadily
onward along the predetermined path of
“Nursery” Ski-ing.

For years, the declared objective has been,
or could be. expressed as—“learn to ski in a
week!”

Since the advent of Franz Skardarasy in
1936, the Arlberg way has been the Buffalo
way, with two mildly wayward seasons when
Arlberg Instructors were not available.
; Between 900 and 1000 neophytes are in-

itiated each winter into the elements of safe
ski-ing. What is afterwards grafted on to
the parent stock in the way of ski-ing tech-
nique is not the concern of the School. The
aim is to teach the AB.C. without frills and
without abandoning the dogmas of the sys-
tem, In all the years there has been remark-
able freedom from accident and this is due
to safe slopes, good teaching and subsequent
good control.

But, enough :of technigue! Where is the
School? It is at Dingo Dell, a sheltered hill
running N.W. and S.E. flattish at top and
bottom and exiremely wide: on one side is
the endless-rope ski tow.

With several seasons’ experience of this
type of tow—innocent of artificial grips’ and
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so simple that second-day skiers can ride it
—it is felt that it has all the attributes a
beginners’ tow can have. It holds 13-14 skiers.
at a time, and travelling time is 60-80 sec-
onds for the ascent.

The amenities for skiers consist of con-
crete block conveniences, which are sewered,
and, until this year, a long wooden hut with
kitchen and two fireplaces.

Motor transport stopped at the road about
200 yards away and skis were carried across:
to the hut, At that, it wasn't such a bad
hut. Hot lunches were served daily, the main
disadvantage being the humping of ski and
cold waits on the road waiting- for buses to
arrive or to fill

The Ski Run is part of the Mt. Buffalo
National Park and, with the Park, is con-
trolled by a Committee of Management—not.
by. the Railways Department, which operates
the Chalet, _

The Chalet guests, about 180 in number,
are in the majority on week days, but on
Sunday the number of day visitors to the
Park usually numbers, about 1000, Nearly all
of these are “woollies,” tobogganers 'or
“abominable snow men” (and women), but
some find their way out over the four miles
of gate-controlled road to “The Dell.”






