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~It. Hotham - Past, PrL'Sent and Future 

SET 6100 ft. up in the Australian Alps in 
the North-Eastern part of Victoria, Mt. 

Hothnm hIlS long been just lIS high in the 
estimation of discerning skiers from all parts 
of the Commonwealth. and be~·ond. In a 
little more than Il decade, there have been 
marked Improvementl; both In the accommo
dation available and the surrounding terrain 
generally. Much Is on record of what has 
been done in that period to populalise the 
sport. But research into the very early days 
reveals little of an authentic kind. 

However. there is one Interesting Ilnd 
little-known fact. Between Mt. Hotham and 
Melbourne's Botanical Garderu;.--one of the 
finest in the world - there Is a link. This 
association Is due to the outstanding botani
cal and geographical work of Baron Sir 
Ferdinand Mueller. K.C.M.O. He was the 
creator and, for many years, the Director of 
the Botanical Gardens. Of perhaps greater 
Interest to skiers, however, is the fact that, 
in the absence of more authOritative infor
mation about the period between 1824-1854. 
he' must be regarded as the first real ex
plorer of the Victorian Alps, including Mt. 
Hotham. There Is a record of a trip he made, 
leaving Melbourne on November 1, 1854. He 
went to Gippsland, in Eastern Victoria, and 
after ascending ML. Wellington. travelled up 
the Mitchell and Dargo Rivers right Into Ule 
heart of the Australian Alps. Unfortunately, 
he left behind llttle personal accolUlt of his 
journey. Still, it Is clear that he made the 

first. scientific expedition into the area. of 
which Mt. Hothalll. has since become such a 
prominent feature In the skl-Ing world. 

In passing, it might be stated that skl-ing 
began In Victoria In the 'seventies on the 
goldfields. If that term can be applled to the 
steep alpine slopes which were being scarred 
by the miners of Omeo, Dargo and Harriet
vllle. The two light ski sticks, now universal, 
had not been thought of. Propulsion, stop
ping. braking and turning were achieved by 
means of a long stalwart pole, wltich was 
also carried in Blondin-like manner to pre
serve balance. 

Moving on to more recent times, the de
velopment of Mt. Hotham Is linked v.1th the 
name of Bill Spargo. known to all who have 
vlslwd that area over the years. He was em
ployed by the Country Roads Board of Vic
t.orla as a Patrolman. For hls O"l'.'n, and the 
accommodation of other Patrolmen, the 
Board built 0. cott.age on Mt. Hotham In 1925. 
Realising the winter snow sports possibilities 
of the region. Bill sought and obtained the 
Board's permission to accommodate visitors 
on a commercial basis. Thus. Mt. Hotbum 
was opened, and many of Victoria's leading 
skiers to-day were amongst Bill's earlier 
guests. 

He continued there until 1933. It was then 
that the Board requested the Victorian Rail
ways Department to take over the manage
ment and operation of "Hotham Heights" 
with the Idea of qulckenlng the development 
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of &rIOW sports. The Railways Department 
had been conducting ''The Chalet," Mt. Buf· 
talo National Park, and ln view of the ex· 
perlence gained there, It readily extended 11.1 
guest.--house opernUons to "Hotham Heights." 

A Manager was lnstalled. and extensions 
and Improvemenl.1 were made by the Depart,.. 
ment. These Included extra. sleeping accom· 
modaUon. n hot and cold water service, hot 
showers, drying room and wireless facilities. 
In all these moves, the Railways Depart· 
Dlent closely co·ope:rated with the various 
sid clubs In Victoria by contemng with them 
and taking advantage of the experience 
which their members had gained over the 
years, Included amongst the outdoor 1m. 
provemcnt8 - carried out. by the Public 
Works Department of Vlctorta- was the 
",'Ort. of clearing the Bon Accord Track, a 
mUCh shorter route (11 mUes) trom Hamet· 
ville than \'10. Mt. st. Bernard (19 miles), 
also much casler and less expQ6ed, should 
advel'lle weather conditions be encountered, 

In 1936. the Railways Department reached 
a decision that has hnd far· reach!ng effects 
on sk:l·lng In Victoria' action was taken to 
seck from overseas the services of a ConU· 
ncntal skl·lng Instructor. primarily lor ser· 
vice at Mt. But'lalo National Park. but, as 
practicable. for Mt. Hotham. too. As a. reSUlt. 
Pram: Skardarasy was engaged His creden· 
tlals were of the highest kind. He had passed 
with honours through the famous Hannes 
SChneider SChool oC Skl· lng Instruction at 
Anton am Arlberg. Austria. 

June, 1936, saw the arrival In Victoria of 
Skardarasy In a special 51Jt months· engage· 
ment. and Victorian 5kl·lng hJstory was 
made when. In June of tha~ year, he con· 
clucted an Instructional SChool at Mt. Hot.-
ham. revealing all the grace and skW of 
the Artberi system for the first. time In this 
State. A party ot 31. includlng representa· 
tlves ot the various Skl Clubs In Victoria, 
toOk part In the School. which was an out· 
standlni success, Amongst the welHtnown 
lik.iens who attended were Messrs. J, W, Ben, 
H. Brockhot'l, K. Gibson, G. Rush and the 
late N, H. Straus. 

'I11cre was widespread pleasure when, In 
the following ycar. the Railways Depart· 
ment. re-engaged Skardarasy. Incidentally, 
Skardnrasy, while In Victoria. wrote a special 
booklet. entitled "Skl·1ng." and It enjoyed 
a wide sale. being especially useful to novice 
skiers. Oln,nuns. accompanied by concise 
descriptions of each stage ot sk1· lng from 
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merely standing on the level to the more 
advanced movements. portrayed the funda· 
mentals of the Arlberg system In easily un· 
derstood fashion. 

Although Skardnrasy did not. return to 
Victoria again, the Rnllways Depanment. 
maintained the continuity of the Mlbers 
system of Instruction by engaging two other 
Continental skl·lng Instructors: Leopold 
Feldler and Anton WalCh-both, like SkaT· 
darasy, having graduated with honoun 
through the Hannes SChneider SChool. Feld· 
ler went to Mt. Bunnlo National Park, and 
Walch to Mt. Hotham. This was the first 
occasion on which such cJrpert. tultion had 
been avnllable at. Mt. Holham. Tony Walch 
"''&5 lnunensely popular, and he was re
engaged during tbe 1939 season. In the two 
years he ",'as IMtructor, nearl}' 500 people 
enrolled In the clllS5es at Mt. Hotham. proc· 
UcaUy all ot them obtaining certificates of 
varying proficiency, 

At this stage. It. Is Olll)()rtune to mention 
the visit to Mt. Hotham In 193'1 of a team of 
four lending sk.iers trom the United States 
ot America, who were visiting Austmll.a at 
the ImltaUon ot the A.N.S.F. It included R. 
H, Durrance. one or the greatest skiers In 
the world, Earlier In 193'1, he had been cap· 
taln or the U.S. team at the Skl Olympiad 
held at Garmlsh·Partenklrcben, Gennany. 
coming temh In the Olympic combined 
downhW and slalom raCC:$, He also ran 
twelfth In lhe combined e\'enls at the great 
Intemational ski meeting at Innsbruck. Aus· 
tria, Therefore, what Durrance had to sa, 
about Mt. HoLham wlli be of lnterest. Before 
lea\1ng Victoria, he made these flattering 
commentt;: "Our stay at Mt. Hotbam was 
"''Orth every bit of lhe climb up. The steep 
gullIes around 'Hot.ham Helghts: with their 
scattered gums, made for marvellous ski-lng. 
Mt. Hotham has probably the best slalom 
slopes we have seen anywhere. with natUI1ll 
hamnis on the terrain Itself-just begging 
for slalom poles to be put on them. We were 
sorry to leave Mt. Hotham tor we felt that 
there the Inherent JoyS of sld·lng for Its true 
pleasure were freely nSlpreclated." 

An innovation by Lhe R9,llways Dcpart· 
ment In 1936 was the creation of t he potiitlon 
ot Snowline rumrosentatlve, at Harrietvllle. 
Eric Stewart was selected to fill this potit. He 
was appointed primarily to facilitate visitors' 
transport arrangements. and to act as guide, 
when required, for \'ls.!oors to Mt. Hotham. 
abo to Mts. Feathertop and St. Bernard, On 



many occasions he demonstrated his great 
value, particularly in pUoUng comparative 
novices up Into the higher altitudes where 
the the greater opportunities for skl-ing won 
many more enthusiasts for the sport. 

Nlneteen- hundred-ancl-thlrty-nlnc was an 
eventful year for Mt. Hotham. On January 
13, Victoria was swept by the worst bush 
fires In history, during which "Hotham 
Heights" \\'as completely destroyed. 

LJtUe Urne was lost in preparing plaru for 
a new modernly-appointed guest.-house on a 
site a few yards away from the original stte. 
By April, 1939, construction was well ad
vanced. However, It was a dramatic race 
againSt time .' whether the new "Hoiham 
Heights" would be ready for the King's 
Birthday Holiday week-end on June 6. The 
work, which was undertaken by the Rail 
ways Department, ranked as one of the big
gest of Its klnd yet attempted in such a re
mote area of Victoria and at such an alti 
tude. About 300 tons of material for build
Ing and furnishing purJXl6es had to be trans
ported over the precipitous Alpine Highway 
from Bright - virtually a race before the 
heavy snow drifts made road tramc Impass
able. The material ranged from timbers, 25 
n, long. steel. concrete and boilers to such 
fragUe eQuipment as glass, crockery and 
electrical equipment. 

P rogress on the work aroused keen in
te rest throughout the skl-Ing clubs of the 

COmmonwealth. It was completed just be
fore June 6. the last load ot material Crom 
Brigh~ reaching the house the day before 
snow drifts forced the closure of the road to 
heavy vehicular tramc. The new buUdlng 
provided (as it does to-day) accommodation 
for 30 guests. and Included a spacious 
lounge-dining room, bedrooms, drying room, 
ba~hrooms, a sun deck, central heating 
throughout. hot and cold water service, 
electric light and other lUYlenlties. 

At the same time, the Bon Accord Hut. 
which had been destroyed In the bush fires. 
we re-bullt. In addition, Lile Bon Accord 
Track was further Improved. As "The Hos
pice" at Mt. St. Bcmard had also been burnt 
to the ground. almost the whole of the win
ter traffic t.o Mt... Hotbam was diverted via 
the Bon Accord TraCk. An increased supply 
of horses was provided by the Department; 
as many a.s 28 guests, with luggage, were 
transported at one time. 

When "Hotham H eights" was re-bullt in 
1939. It was regarded by Ule Railways De· 
partment as the n ucleus of n. larger struc· 
ture, and provision wa.s therefore made for 
future extenslons, the ultimate aim being to 
provide for a n:uu1mum of 70 guests. How
ever, the completion of th1s work has been 
indetlnltely deferred because of restriCtiOIlli 
on such projects and, further, owing to the 
acute manpower shortage. 

I Discover Hotham Heights 

\'(1. Harris 

Mr . H arrl, ,,,.u Cbi8/ l flr/rlle l or a l t he H ot .,r K o.rl , .. ko , "lid i. 110 ,,, M"tl a!.r 0/ t in ClYlott 
dl Mt . H otba,." Vlctorla.-&i. 

A CTUALLY, when I had my flt6t glimpse 
or the skl-tog grounds at Hotham I 

was amazed to find the slopes here steeper 
than most. about tbe Chalet at. Kosciusko. A 
little further on Mt. Feathertop came Into 
view, a truly magnificent mountain rising up 
out of the Dlamentlna Gorge as 11 to chal
lenge anyone who dared to climb or schuss 
its eastern rnce. T hls is t he only real moun
tain I have seen, standing alone and ot 
unique beauty. It seems unfair that such a 
fine lellow should have such a flimsy name! 

My next surprise was the Chalet. As we 

turned the bend there It was, not exactly a 
picturesque building, but once we were in
side It was a nother story for beautiful lull
view plate glass windows gave magnificent 
panoramas over the ski runs and the SUl'

rounding profUSion ot peaks and gorges. 

The ski runs right from the front door
alld t.here are many - nil have varwtloru; 
which prove exciting to even the most 
sensoned veterans. Runs, such as the well· 
known Varsity Drag, drop off suddenly over 
1000 feet Into deep, sheltered vallc~ ... 'S. Actu
ally the Varsity Drag Is 1200 vertical feet 
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Interests.at Buffalo. The Railways held the 
proposed lease for some considerable time 
and then suggested quite a number of altera
tions, one of whiCh was that they should 
have the option oC purchase at the end of 
the nnt seven years. 

A stalemate resulted on the question of 
the lease because of these propQ5ed con
ditions. and the promoters abnlldoned the 
project after eighteen months of fruitless 
negotiation. The company went Into volun
tary liquidation alter selling an asset to the 
Victorian Railways for £250 which had cost 

us £3000. 
The Bungalow had run prontably for Its 

tlrst two years under the company's man
agement - although intended more as pre
liminary publlclty for the major project 
which was planned to follow, than as a pro
nt-maker It.sel!-tmd It wlU now remain a 
matter only for Idle speculation whether the 
£80.000 l>Toject would have changed the 
whole history of skl-Ing In Victoria. At aU 
events the attitude of the varIous Govern
ment deparunents seems tD have changed 
radically for the better since then! 

\Ve Build u Ski Lodge at Hothum 
P. Holdsworth 
"OUR own sid lodge at Botllam!" For 

years we have dreamed of it, saved 
for It, worked for it, and now It is a reality. 
Thg/ had been a beautiful stone building, two 
stories high, a real mountain chalet. We 
visualised. It on our site, its back to the road, 
facing up Swtndler·s Creek. a noble build
Ing on a noble site! 

We still have the noble site, of course, Its 
plentiful water supply, a good healthy creek, 
running well both summer and winter. But 
the noble building-no. When we submitted 
our lovely plans to the builder, and received 
his staggering esUmates, we were appalled! 
So much money! Next. he told us that we 
couldn't build it because of shortage of 
labour, shortage of materials; so, realising 
that the country's housing need was greater 
than ours, we sorrowfully laid our lovely 
plans away. 

The we thought of a wooden bullding. But 
L~t was even worse. In a city where two
thirds of the population wanted to build 
homes, where would we get a bullder, tim
ber, and all the building necessities that are 
In such pltttuJIy short supply? No. that also 
was out of \.he question. 

Then, just when we thought we'd have to 
wait t11l things got better, some one had a 
br!lllan!. Idea. What about 0. prefabricated 
building? or course, the very Idea! One 
member said he knew a man who'd bought 
one, and he might let us have It-and so, our 
little lodge was born! 

On Anzac Day, 1947, we started a working 
bee. In two days the lodge under expert 
guidance was dismantled in sections, packed 
on to two tra1Jers, and taken to Hotham. 
The building Is a galvanlsed-lron, cement-
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sheet roofed. and Is 60 ft. long and 18 tt. 
wide, so you can Imagine the job It wu. 
After two dllYs' harrowing journey (Oh, that 
Cobungra HlIIl) we arrived at the site. 

Here we met a major problem! Instead of 
a fall of three. It was eight feet in the Width 
of the building. Amateur surveyors (that's 
us!) had underestimated the tall of the land, 
and we had not sutliclently long stumps on 
which to set the building! 

But help was at hand. A bulldozer had 
been working !n the district, and, having 
tlnished its job, was returning home. Prayers 
and pleas from our in"eslstlble secretary, and 
the driver ",'as prevailed upon to give us one 
morring before returning to Bright. In that 
time our site was levelled, the work of five 
men for two weeks being done in a few 
hours. Labour was procured at Bright, and 
work begun, Stumps were set In, the floor 
laid, the walls erected, the roof put on, and 
the whole bullding completed. We boarded 
the workers at the Chalet. and although It 
was hard work, all enjoyed It. The first. snow 
was later than usual. giving us time to 
finish, so we felt that Providence smJled on 
our venture, and that it augured well ror 
the Edell\'elss Ski Club's ski lodge at Hot
ham. 

In t.own, we had a buying orgy. Eight 
army beds, mtl.~tresses, four blankets to each 
bed, pillOWS, bed-side lockers, folding chairs 
and tables, sink stove, bath and heater and 
stores. The stores list was drawn up In mas
terly manner, proved by the fact that nOl 
once did we run out of anything. We catered 
for eight people, for approximately eight 
weeks, and I may add that eggs and bacon 
were on the menu every day during occu-



pancyl We also acquired, from relatives and 
sympat.hlsers, odd chairs, e"en two polished 
colfee tables, all helping to make our cabin 
the pleasant, comfortable place we Intended 
It to be. On King's Birthday week-end. a 
working party went up, via Omeo. On this 
trip all agreed. most emphatJcally, that. 
when the Omeo road 15 kept open during the 
season skl-Ing will go ahead by leaps and 
bounds. By eliminating the need to stay 
overnight at Harrletvllle, and the oft
dreaded horse ride up the mount. Lbe fatigue 
of the trip Is ellmlnated. T he car Journey 
from Melbourne took us exactly fourteen 
hours. We bedded the car at Whisky Flat, 
a.nd skied the rest of the way to the hut. An 
easy and very pleasant trll). 

That week-cnd we checked and stacked 
the stores, laid the water on to the sink and 
bath. dragged the bags of coke from the 
road. stacked the sheets of masonite, a.nd 
sorted the crockery. The howling wind and 
driving snow made conditions very trying 
ror t he outside workers and the Inside ones 
were kept busy packing and plugging the 
holes In the walls with wet paper. We 
realised. on that first trip that we had a lot 
of work to do. 

The flrst club holiday wa.s In late J uly. 
lour members being In residence. They re
ported bad weather. but fairly good snow 
conditions. The lodge was proclaimed quite 
snug, though lacking In many necessities. 

T he next party was of twelve University 
students. who were there for the racing. This 
time many Inconveniences were encountered. 
The roof was beginning to leak. and In some 
places the snow had blown through the 
cracks In the floor. The bad weather and 
the number of the party made the lack of 
drying room very evident. But in spite of all 
this, . the whole party voted the trip a good 
one. 

In September five members went up for 
their annual holiday. They found tweh'e 
feet of snow on the roof which caused some 
of the cement roofing sheets to crack, and 
made quite a lot of leaks to repair! The 
weather was again blowy. but. wi th a fair 
share of sunny days, they manRged to have 
quite a lot of skl-Ing. In moments when 
they weren·t skl-Ing. cooking their meals. 
fiddling with the wireless, playing chess, they 
lined the living room wltl\ cane!le, restored 
the water supply. and repaired the rooL 

Then, in November, we received stunning 
news. During a bad stonn the wind blew 

The Edelweiss Lodge 

half Of twelve sheets of the rooting away, 
and water was pouring Into the hut. Un
fortunately no one was avaUable to go up, 
and our feelings can be imagined better than 
described! B ut we are very fortunate to have 
as neighbours the AlpIne Club at the Alpine 
lodge. and we are , 'cry grateful for their 
prompt action in moving the contents of 
our lodge to positions 01 safety. and thereby 
preventing serious damage. 

On December 27t.h. anot.her party went uP. 
taking two jacks. sheets of Iron. tools. spades. 
etc" and they stayed WI January 1st, 1948. 
They found the lodge In a te rrib le mess! 
Dust thick o,'er everything, a nd nles-blow
flies-myriads of blonies! Even the blankets 
were flyblown, and had to be brought down 
to Melbourne to be laundered, The carpets 
were sodden, and the floor was very damp. 
But willing workers and good organisation 
did wonders. The carpets were dried out and 
the blankets aired In the glorious summeer 
sunshine. The water system was again re
paired. sheets replaced In the roof. the build
ing was Jacked up where the weight of snow 
had caused it to subside, and It. was set on 
the start of a stone WIlli that will eventually 
surround the building. 

We have now had one wtnt.er and summer 
to test our lodge. It was erected In a hurry 
to beat the snow and the weather has shown 
us many v.'eaknesses, which we have been 
correcting. We now feel that for the coming 
winter we will have a snug. comfortable and 
spacious lodge for our holidays. While there 
Is stm plenty of work to be done, our drying 
room to be comillet.ed. our cooking stove to 
be set in , and the bedrooms to be lined, It 
Is habitable, and it Is our own. We do not 
now depend on the chance draw of a name 
from a hat to tell us when we may go, and 
with whom we may go. We can go when we 
please. in the winter for the thrills of ski
Ing. or In summer for those temperate sunny 
-days to be found in Ule Australian Alp.s, 
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every aspect.. N.E.D.S.A. Is grov.'lng rapidly 
as present clubs expand and new clubs 
atrulate. Competition Is keen. bu~ the spirit 
of co-operation Is also well developed. The 
1947 meeting has established a high level of 
good fellowshJp, enthusiasm and skl~lng 
ability. 

This year's meeWng suffered from ~wo dls~ 
advantages, (al restrictiOIl of time. and (b) 
restriction of space for courses. It Is obvious 
that future meetings should be held earlier 
In the season or at a diIJerent. spot to faclll~ 
tate a better Downhill course and If possible 
to Include a Jump or Langlaul. The meeting 
should also spread over two days. One day 
for Novice and Intermediate events as well 
as the Open Langlnuf or Jump. The second 
day could then be devoted to the Open 
Slalom and Downhill. Meetings Of longer 
duration than two days are imprac ticable as 
the maporlty of diStrict siders have only the 
week~ends available. In any case accommo
dation on any aCCC5Slble field is still not suf~ 
I\clent to cawr for competitors trom six or 

more clubs. It will be seen also that the 
sport can gain much from an Interested 
public. In this respect N.ED.S.A. Is unique to 
being able to take non-skiers to see Its 
annual ski championships. 
Resul \s ; 

Open Slaklln : B. Murphy. Wangaratta, 
100; B. Osborne. Wangaratt.a, 99.6; T. Mul
harvey, Bright. 87.8; D. Watson, Albury, 83.3 ; 
T. Dunlop. Beechworth, 76.66; B. Walpole, 
Myrtleford. 54.3. 

Open Downhill : D, Walpole. Myrtle!ord, 
100; A. COnnor, Albury. 97.6; B. Osborne. 
Wangaratta, 92.2; B. Murphy, Wangaratta., 
88.3; T. Mulharvey, Bright. 88.3; B. Walpole, 
MyrUeford, 76.1. 

interm ediate DOl>m.b..lU: L. Murphy. Wan~ 
garatta. 100; L. Blake, Beec.hworth. 75.6; J. 
Saunders, Bright, 72. 4; P. Grlftlths, Albury. 
70.8; D. Briggs, Myrtleford. 66.8; J. Edwards, 
Albury, 65.4. 

Ac-grqate: Wangaratta., &4.2.35; Albury, 
414..60; Myrtleford. 385.13: Bright, 384.2; 
Beeehv.'orth, 327.3. 

Sunday TrillS to Buffalo 
Alan Connor 

FOR quite a. number of reasons MI.. Buffalo 
Is the most. pC)j)ular ,·target·' for Sunday 

trips by North Eastern Victorian and Border 
Ski Clubs. In the first place Its proximity to 
these clubs is probably the prime factor, 
coupled with easy access. generally good 
road. and good skl-Ing facilities. 

Whilc thc snow lusts we. the Albury Ski 
Club, run an officlal club trip e\'ery fortnight 
-usually a party of 35 skiers makes the trip, 
wilh an occasional party reaching the 50 
mark. 

Organisation for a Sunday trip begins on 
the previous Monday - by which day all 
members who wish to participate nlUs t hand 
their names In to the organisers. This Is to 
allOW plenty of time for the transport. 
arrangements to be made. By Wednesday 
all orders by those wtshlng to hire equlp~ 
ment at the Chalet are taken and the 
monies collected to cover the hiring costs. 
Wednesday evening the orgo.nl.o;er5 have a 
conference and allot the seats available In 
cars and buses. Alter this time anyone who 
withdraws from the trip Is responsible for 
finding someone to take their place. Thurs-

day a phone call goes to Mr. Ingham, man
ager of the Buffalo Chalet. warnlng him of 
the impending Invnslon and Informing him 
of the size of our party and t.he amount of 
equipment we will require. Word Is also 
parture times vary according to the type 
and "cruising speed" of the \'chlclc or \'e
passed around to those participating as to 
the lime and place of the meeUng point. De~ 

hJcles and may vary from 6 a.m. to 7.15 a .m. 
This usually brings the party at the moun~ 
Ulln top by 9.30 a.m. - barring accidents, 
punctures. and stoppages at wayside attrac~ 
tJons. 

The road up the mountain is an easy 
grade and well kept. Work is contlnually 
going on cutting out sharp bends and re
surfacing etc. Most of It during the wlnter
or so l~ seems to the ski-Ing fraternity. The 
snow ploughs do a vcry good job keeping 
the road clear- particularly the recently ac~ 
qulred. and vcry powerful build oller, which 
casually pushes back a four or five toot wall 
of snow to widen the road where necessary. 
Rarely is It impossible to drive right to the 
ski ruos. 
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