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The Plaee for a Vlllage
Mick Hull

gE ttuee cohtestants l! the race to be
tbe nr6t ski lillase in victorla .re

are builf, they sould barely hous€ the lower
esrihate of the ltsitoE duins the nrst !st-
iar Kingt Blrrhday- chalet ac@mmo<latlon
on a larse sc6le q'ill be an esntial steD to
the beginning of a viUas.. Bona-nde cllb
building should be encounged to the limlt,
thoush wilh qualjncations as to the suitabillly

To suo up BuUer's Drospects in the "VlL-
lase $c€, the plans for accommodation arc
hoDeful. bui need iu*h€r €tpanslon. road
access is very Aood and only mi.or lDprole-
4eDts {rc essential. the Droblem of Nslcr
snpplt may need special tr€atment. dDd thp
ski taciliries are inadequate- There is need
tor at least one sood jmp, preferabl! t(o
coEjstins oI . hedjum hill and a hill of
champiolBhip standard. Ski toss are Decded,
but the gcograDhy hakes ii diincult to .hoosc
the site dl the nlsi.-John Eddy i6 coDndeDt
that Buller caD be our first AlDjDe vlllage.
aDd says thai there is r@m for nve ihousand
io skt o! the mouni&in rithout co!8stloD.

Ilotham is Bullels chief rtval ot lhe
moDent. There b no doubt that it has beiter
ski-ils slopes lor dowDhl1 m€rs. and it
ha bce! for rca.ly lFenty yeaB the base
for extended slrl tous to the Plata 6nd lo
Bogong. Some say it h6 sltshtly beller
weather iban Buller, but this is arauablc,
Il it tags behind Bulle. tt will be because ii
j5 les easy ot acce$. The .oad dlstaDce
irom Melboume ls oler 200 miles via llorrl€r-
lille ard 300 vta omeo, compared to Buuer's
150 milcs. At Buller the irip ircm car io hut
is eay. elcetrt to the scv summit huL h
bad *€ather. taotham skjers have to sp€Dd
the best pert of another day iD aetliDa to
their sno[ accommodation afte. lcaving their
tracport. on the solution of the access
lloblem depends the lhther gloqth ot

Plesent accommodation at Hotham is 52.
ahd wi|h that lor \r'hich buUdils DldDs have
already beeD mdc th€ total j6 r39. as

Ratlvay Chalef no* 23.to be made 80 soon.
AlDiDe Clubs Ia<ise 16.
Diamanttbr Hut a.
Iaqler's Ilut (!oi for u*).
oniv.rsiiy sc r.dge. to b€ built, 25.

aleqdy on Lhe stqrting line, though it cs
haldly be said the Fce ha yer startcd. .the

trrsi staS!. the gTo*ih ol sccohmodatio!
facillties, the pr€libinary warhing up as it
were, is already going st.ong.

Blller has the SCvs hui or long standhg
ahd recent lmprotebeDt, and also the I!o!
wlitiaker Memorial Lodge. beins buitr ss
this L sdtten. CSIR Ski Club bullt a Dovel
cabin et the Skating Rink lD lhe aulmn
of 1946. Junior SH Crub of Australias plans
for .ebulldhg Dea! the chrlet si!€ have not
Jet come to fruition.

Estimates of tbe .umber ot olher aDDlic-
aDts for hulsites mnge up to isentt. Most.
jJ not .ll, ol these applic.lioG come rrom
tarious skl.ins clubs, bui thele are oiher
bodles Elso. The appltcatlons dr. bclhs con-
sidered by ihe Forests commisslon, charsed
with publlc administration ot the area. water
supply wiu be a lroblem vhich manv may
have to seLtle by the use of tanks. Road
access is eLeady solved. due to ihe splerdid
wo.k of the cR.E (G lar es the chatet site),
and the ScV (frcm there to the Cow Canp
ar€a), The scv de*des slecial pFise lor
thk lasl exteGioD, (blch vill do much to
solve the transpdt problems of club-build-
ing. It should also so on rccord ihaL the
JscA had a hdnd in lbe rood io ihe chalet
slte, in thaL thei! edorts helped to brins
sbout conshuction ol that road.

Bulle.! sttracdon B its eae of access tor
the rek-ender. John Eddy, siitlng ln
'Schus, says of Lins s Bllthday thc.e in
19,16, thet there Eere b€tpeen 200 and 400
visllo.s. accordiDgi to vartous estlmates.
Eddy s enthu6i6m has lhd no liltle p8rt in
recent lmprolements efiected by ihe SCV to
its summii IIut. Pleseni accommodatlon
toi&ls 06, comlri5ed of:-

ri&lttr,ker Memodal lJodge 30
BCV Sumtrtit Eut 12
CSR Sli Ldge 20
cow camp 4

Ev€n ii all rhe t*enly apprtcanis for hut-
sites are aBnted their sites. and thetr cabtns
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E(lels.iss CluDho6e. lo be buili. 10.
In addltion, the scv plaN io lolloN its

r{.monal chbhou$e o! the PlaiDs pith
.Dother imDortanl cAbiD jn the vjcil;tr 01
Ilo(h.nt. Ior vhich it has al.eady been
srrnlcd a sllF.the PlaiDs clubholse Nill
hold aDDroximatelJ ,O i(heD blilil. Ttr€rr
ir. nlso rumors ol o!h!r lroste.ure alrlrx.
nlts for lrurlding sjies nr the Hoihah area

llothahs oDlr junp sas burDed. but as
Bill Harrs, ne$ Clrullt MaDagcr this lear lor
Ih. Raihrars. is heen oD rh€ derelopm€Dr ol
lumpxrg. on€ mal be btril! shoflrr. No skr
10qs cxlst. but oD can b. conndenr rhar it
Nill comc \rith the cxpans,o. of accolmo<la
rion on the mouDrah. Thc lAllet oi Ssindl-
.r's Cfcek .t Ilolham. Flth ils man! sur-
buldxrg ,L rts and gullies ol fine ski ing
slo!.s. oil€rs an ideal site lor ! !oiv. Whcr
rtr plnced. jt sould se4r dozens ol slopes
ori both sides ol this semi cn.ular rallfl

snosltoughilg or ten !o ff|eeD mile.s ol
ford Nill be neccssarr befole Acce$ to
lrolh.nr ca. be hfotrght parallet to Ijuller's
'Ih. Hrrrtetlllle approach is best froDr the
lrnnsDorr polnt or vi({r. bLri ihc sloNed road
rs r.rrow {irh manJ cntiiigs nrio the solid
ro.k ard nr sjritc! parts ar3 exposed io U)c
blizT.rds Inll lofc€. The Oheo apDroaclr.
rholFh loDger lrcm MelbourDe a!]]ears ro
h r lar easier Droblem lor snoi{-ploughnrc.
rs lhcf. 3rc obl! i\ro cultings ai thc r€ry last
slrctch tlre rest being g€ntll. undulatiDC
(ouDl{ ThD Drcblems of clearjrrg rle Onieo
.tJDro.ch are discuss.d nr an artjclc br trIr
clili Ba.t, in this isu€. Tber€ is the ad-
dirional dissdraDla-se for the Omco sDproac))
rbai rt is farth.r to the Eil-head. 101 miles
ro Bruthen l.oh Hotham. compAred $rrh the
Horham-Bright distance oi 36 miles. The
rord distrnces froh ltelboume ro Brieht and
Bruthcn are identical.

,{ cbol.e betFeen these t{-o *-itl har€ to be
mAde soon, probably beiore the extelsions
to rhe Railsals Chal€t ar€ compteted. 4 use
ol the Bon Accord app.oach $ill then b€-
.ome increaslhBly a trafic problem lathe'
lllaD r Droblem oI techblque l.'r lbe in-
dllidual. ImprovemeDts $ill be esseDtial
.iiher to ihe Eafrietvlle or thc Omeo

Dogong lllsh Pl.ins,
The ski village which mat grow on dre

Bogong gigh PlaiDs is Ukely to be less coh-
Dsci thaD those at Butle. and Ilotham Th€
ski-ing tefatn is hore ext€sive horizontially
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Dut less so rrructrllt tir8D ihe othEr sro, and
so mole coD.lucNc ro toufulg. F,ecing slopcs
are lcss t)leDl-lft'1. tlrough adroc.l€s or the
Plairs \rilL snr thtrt g@d cours€s .xisi. so
1ar !o coursos ol the cslibrc ol the Varsiiy
Drug of MtrrJ s Slide ai Hotham, and Fannys
I'irrsh or sl:akc! KDees at Builer. h.re been
brought to liglrt lnd tested b! tb€ holdnrs
oi a chaDl,ioDshrD meeti!9. becaxse ol lack
ot nccommod.tron iI for no odr.r reason.
Th€ sDlcndld raculg sloDes oi Mt. Bogong are
!  da !s  t l jp  rsa l  t@ fa r  e \€n  fo r  the  mosr
larden.d or _w.srern Facers" lrom ac.o\s

Road aoc.\s to the Piiirts is excelleni. 230
mLles to the snoslin€ from Melbourn€. Btruef
is clos.r lor tr..k-ends. btrt the Planrs skier
is clccr to nccommodation rhan at !res.rt.
lris qolham colleagu. is reckoned Ln hou.s
oarelltra tnnc iron trt€lbou.ne. sD.q-
ptoughnrg Nould l)robabl! be necesqarl n'
hcavj rurtoN lo avoid . long slog on ski
SEC lr.rmission h.s to bc obtarn€d b.lofe
lho last llrjftJ rnilcs .ru hc tralers€d. These
remnrks trpDl! ro rhe s.E.c road rh.oxtsh
B.gobg rowrshiD. aDd Doi to the high l.!el
rDDrotrchls irou omeo aDd Hoiham

'lhe lnrid$ huts sc.ttercd about Urc Phnrs
xt lresent l)rovlde acconrmodation tof abour
rj? skhs. urld buildtrg Dlars mal e.tend dns
to dl lf[\t ]50 silhnr lereral \iceks:-

Rovcr Srouts Hosicl (x1t. CoDe' 30
Wal lacos  Hu l  ( t r { t  Co!e '  5
cope Hut  xn  coDe '  a
sEc cor t .ce  r \ l r  coper -Dor  fo .  usc
F i tzg . ra lds  ln r r  r \ l . rn r ' s  Po in r ,  a
Kc l l l s  HUL l l la rmt  Po i r r tL  6
Ta\oDga Hur  , t r I i .  Ne lse ,  i

t  McKa!  Cha l . r  ,Kr t r t  Hugh€s '  30?
Bosong skl clLrb Cabin ,Rftkl

Vr l le ! '  l0?
SC.V W[ Nfemorral ClLrbhou,se

( to  b .  bu i l r l
Th.r8 ls oDe JuntnrS Hill on lhc Plarns.

nedr  th .  s .Ec  co t rage bur  so  la f  th€re  is
hoi u s*i tow Il ilr. po\rer to be genemted
nsar-by ltonl the KieNa bydro-etecfic
scheme csn b! ldpp.d, the Drovision oi a ski
row ftay Drtschf less ol a prcbl€m ihere thar
at Bull€r or HoihaD.

whichuvcr certre {iN the uce ro become
Vlctorla s nfst ski rillage, dre g.ofth now
taklr:g ltace will rcliere a liiUe the !r€ss-
ing trrobleh ol accommodation *hjcb has
hnrdered d€relolment of the spori ior so
long Wlthoul lumbers skl-ilg cannoi afford

l lorr ll
Thr. .f .S
\ l l :rn DoSg
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tlr lacilities which {ill eDablc it to exDaDd
rapidly. 'Ibe serious lack ol spacej ac.en-
Luatcd by the chaleis bu.ned j! rhe 1939
bushfires , has Dretenicd han! irom iaking
a iull skii|g holi.tay themsettes let alone
tlhoducing their lrieDds to the spot at the

Present estLhates tla.e Victo a's ski-ing

Dopulation ar bet{een 3000 aDd 5000, as
asainst accomhodaiioD ioralling only aboui
,00 beds, lDchding a lair lroporuon of

)rimitile huis. 1950 should s* ihis accom-
hodation expaDded to at l€asi 600, bul this
sLlt be little enough ri ihe Drescnt rat€ at
vhi.h rec.uiis are joinnrs up.

5

Ilorv Dlt. lluller lVas l)eveloped
The J.S.C.A.ts Part
,{ll:rn Doggett

The Juhior ski clLrb ol Autrali^ ard its
members caD claim the lion's share in the
imazing deleloDm€nt ol Mr. BuUe! ihat
o.curred in the decade befofe the s'a!, to
push ii to the ironi as Aus(raljas premier
Neek-€nd ski resort

Alter nye tears' absence lrod Lhe $o*.
'rheD 36 per cent. of irs hale members w€re
on actire rervic€. as $el] as maDl. oi jts

roung \romen members. rhe chrb hes again
€melged as an a.hv€ body All clltb sclili-
rjes vere suDended in 1941 lof the durahoD

look back oD a waf rccord !r
(hich the sDirit oi s.rvice bas been mag-
nrnc€ntly .xemDlified. we s€re inded io!-
ruDate thal, oDll iwo members lci their ules

The histof! ol ns comparatilely old cLrb
is lirtuallj the histort ol Mi BulLer vhere
the club established its home on forhaiio!
jn 1934. The bujldih8 ol the origjnll Chalel.
ir 1929, by ! small syndicste nrtert oD a
hohe in lhe snoN, sas Buller's real bcgiD-
ling as a ski ing resori fton this slDdicate
csme a Durber ol loundaiion members ol
ihe Club. The final stage Fas ibe building
oi ihe New ohalet accomodattng more than
30. contiorred br'' Alpi.e Der€loDments Lid..
in {hich the Js.c.A. and its memlErs held
over 50 ler cebt. ol rhe shdes. This gave the
club a posjtioh of po{er and inf,u€nce in
ski-jlrs unsurpNsed by ant other ski club in
!.atralia or Nc{ Zealand. The stor! bets€-"n
is one of sh€er had slogging sork by the
Club and iis m€mbers.

A bow ehineDt MeLbounre solicitor Fff
raking his annual snow holiday ai ldt
Hotham in 1921. In those days mct Aus-
traliin skierc had onl! seen ski pointed

dowrhill, \riihoui an:; sort ol control. IIe
sas ahazed to see lhefe a young Autlun
{ho skjcd sjlb aD easc a1ld s.ac€ not Dre-
ajouslr'' s€en 1n Australra.

ski f.rcr F&s just as coDragjous h th@
da]s. and Tom Tlumble soon lorn.d his
s,\,ndicaic names flash lo mind-Doctol(
La{reDce Stokes and Brnnl (E. A.l Cato.
the Dames ol l{aDifold and Black. The
Britrsh Trade Cohhlssioner oi the time. W.
Batrkcs Anel {ho sp€lt bE leilure nshine
and skj-nrg. trduced the slndicaie to irJ Mi
Bullcr. So \Lith Adrian Court as HoD. Sec-
retary. they bujli ihejf lodge there. Who
b€tter io look after it rhan the young Aus-
trlan irom trIt. Hothahr? H€hut Koflef pas
ihsialled as their hosr

CGls mouDt€d the plalthnre becamc cr-
rlDsive Koffer $s giyen rhe rjsht to take
jn guests to arghent his sal.r!-th€ job oI
booljngs manager Nas fished on Court. one
hc carried out unobtrusirely and efrcjcndr
lntil 1935. and theh again rill 1942 as thc
ljllar ol Altine Devclolment Ltd.

But noi so lastt The building ol thjs
Chslet *ru bo smaLl tsk fifteen Eues irio
thc bush lrom Merrijis, aDd flve thou&Dd
feet u! the mountah-no roads-lo tracks.
Mr. Ahery had told his story sell and ihe
stDdicdte {ere determnr€d io proceed .Mat-
ertals had io be transported there-a tEck
{as made ihrough the busb, aDd pack-horses
oblajn€d ihree sli]rp€ry, awksard crGsings
ot ihe Dela'te Iliver-then a stLff cliDb of
rhree lhosand feet io the site. Pack-
horses, ai 25/- a tfi!, ofieD arived with a
load consistinB of obe hurricane lahp
brokeD st that, Kofle! Nas not exactly
pl€ased. The batb, int€nded for the q'oheD s
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Shaky Knfts, Illi, Bulter

b a r l , r  o m  u n . , h  l t r p l F d  o t  . n '  n o r .  a r o
roUrd  o  lhp  too .  o r  rnp  gorBc r .  t t  t i r J  a
the botlom ior the taking it tou caD find
it (se couldn'it).

' l he  p t rno  $a .  a  n i . 'o r  mr rdr l?  you rF .
memb€r lhe one that usd to be skidded up
dnd dosn rnh  LasJagF oh !ady  n igh ,s :  the
f .s (  !Lq .  Kon" r  qan po  onp,  o  hp ip  a {ord
the loreliness of their isolated bome. Afier
r  long  bpar rh  L robab ly  rhp  on ly  one or  , t !
n rno  tha l  wou.d  r r l  a  lackhor .p  qas  lo .a rpd .
It nas io be auciioDed, ard xrrs. Koflef was
Jo paepr  lo  sp .urp  i l  rha(  tn  h . r  "x , l l cm"nr ,
" h p  o u l b d  h . -  h u . o A n o .  a o o . n g , o r " r d p r a b l y
o  lh r  cos l .  How I  a . r i \ed  r t  lh r  Chs le i

ih ld '  I  15  s  : l l  r  b lo iFr l ,  d  a . l  b l r ld rns  ha  -
" r  aL .  eLen rn .  !a r . r  L )LFe,  nad o  o  ru r  ro
6 ii. lengtb6 ior the horses. Perhaps Mrs.
Kofler holris th€ sccrct? I once vaich€d her
t u n i . g  r  v j . h  . o _ n e  . a F  a r m p o  \ r i h .
pair oi Dliers and a nallfile!

ThP or iFne l  ch , ' c t  '61  t3000 ho  l \  in
ran lpo- l  o f  ma pr 'a  c  T  soL d  haLp rc '

aboiher 11000 il efeci€d 800 It. iu.ibef up

My fist lisjt to it w&s ln 1930, and ro one
born  a  mas q . lh  a  5 rFpdnc-qhpp l  'n  lhp
hand, and nerer a r€irr over & frisky poiys

' head, ii Fas a hzardous jouney. BoDciDe
ouer  ra  l cn  r rper  in  rhe  \a l l "J ,  J rp t ing  and
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sUding on the [a[o{ sid]ing track up to the
Chalet. A shack on lh€ ruhp, and the horse
iled back to Melrijis, As fo! the r€iurn-
'hen a ho$e smerls hohe, be ii over naro\.
mourtain ilacks hanging abole tree-choked
golges, o! over lalten trees in the v&lley, h.
lairly ilies |he lot. Yestt Sereral shiski€s
ut MeEijig. iak€n srandins up.

The J.s.c A. \'a fo.hed iD 1934 iith Tom
Miichell as lts nrst Pr€sident. I.he Ctub
occuDied lhr \nhole chalet lor two weeks nr
Alsusi, 1935. commeDcine jts actiliiies abd
delelolriDg ihDroved skijng faciliti€s for tbe
nourraD. The Club eiecied the sno{.rjole
libe ffom ihc treehr€ abovc Cos' Cahp to
rh€ sulruit. equiDDirrg €ach pole nirh a num,
bered disc. and arfo\L Dornling ro dr Dert
lrot-". SignDosts rollo$ed, Iloi ing the sal
to nlt. Sijiltrg. Kofllcr's Hut. eic. Anothcr
steD *as the pr€sentatjoD of a .omDrehctr-
sile nedical chcsl ro the chalei. arailsbl€
io aU who visir€d the moultanr. rrtuih Good
and I *er. pmbabl! the fir.st $ers-vic.

The J.S.C.A iNtigai€d ihe cleaing ol
timb€f on ski slopes boir kno$ tr "One Tle€
Ililt,' _The cafs whiske!," and "slalom
Gtlly," as vell as Lhe now iamous chempioD-
slnp dovnhill cou$c, "ShakJ Kh€es.' The
€rectjoD or Co\r CahD Hut ald the clearhg
of s track io ii also was due ro th€ Clubs

The Fhole ol the monntain $a mapDed.
beights. gradients and lengths heasured tor
the "fjaDny's FjDish' .nd .shaky K!e€s-
courses, and telephon€ Niling installed oD
the mountai.. Racnrg equipDeht Fas made
avajlable lor the Int€rstaie rac€ metinss.
and the ItesidcDi aDd dembers grle nags
for the marking of couN€s a.d slalom s€l
ting. Fin&lly, the .oad sas e$ended rjghi ro
the Chatet as a result oi JS.CA. aciiv ics

Thc Club's lecord nr raciDg ard iesis pliof
to the {ar is sn interestine achievement: its
mehbers provided:

Thlee mehbers oi the Alstralian hter-

Five members ot Victorian Irlt€rstate

CaPtain oi Australian Team.
captain of Victorjan T€am.
Me,mbe* have a djitinguished record ir1

Stat€, Natlonal and Int€mational ski races.
aN home and abroad. Betore the aar the
lollosihg tests had b€en passed:

t

A.N.S.F. (

Ski-inr
K. B. Burr
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A.N.S.F. C{ld Mcdal. li AN.S.F. Silrer
Medal. 4r A.N.S.F. Tbird ctass. 24: club

rI enqulred. hopelllly, \rhether ibc Brovn
J test vas a "Bro{D Jug iesr. bui it means
-B.o{n Jtrnior, alas.-Vic. Ed.r.

oD. hember has been a{ard€d tbc Bntish
and Nes Zealand Gold Medals unique
ahong Ausfalia! skjers.

Th. Junlor Skj CIub ls ebout to erlq upon
its .ew era. contnnribg its oigiDal aiDs ol
qood fetlonihip oD dlc sDor. abd rhe senerat
rdratrcemenr of ski-irs b! us! of ns tunds
and Ih. cfforrs ol ils members Ai the
momen! or s|jtnrg ttre Club is making tlans
to rebulld nt Bnller, desliie thc dltllcltii.^s
surroundtug ihat task. Bur il oDe is to jtrdse
bt tts Dast recod ol s.rricc ro ski-ins and
achicreh.nts in ,.ki ing derclopmcrl. ttro:€
difficnlti.s \rill bc quickl! or€rcom..

Ski-ing at Dft. Brrffalo
K. B. Burnsidc
- l | .OUNT Bu l l r lo  r r \ . s  3b .Lp i l J  r rom the
lY l  su . . "u"o ,ng  rouDt , r ,  s j th ,Ls  s rdes
lerttcal in Dlaces, aDd everywhere v€ry
steep The top ol the mountanr, ho$ere!.
forhs a rough plareau. lrom lour b nve
rhousand reet abdrc rhe sea and maD!-
thousaDds of ac.es tn cxtent. There a.e
ndges abd peals rlsing a ferv huDdrcd feet
abole th€ gcnerrl Dlaleau le!€t, but nowhere
ts ii Dcsiblc to Cei a IoDg do*nbl]l run such
as Bullcr, Ilothah and Kosciusko atrold.
Furthermore. rhe suriace or the plaleau aod
its ddges is strcwn sith huge rounded.
gl'onite bould€rs. deDosiled thcr. bJ som.
long-ioryottcn rolcanic uDhea\al, and
rvearhered bJ'' srorDs ot age It sould teke
tsentJ feer ol sno( to cover the bouldcrs on
mAny otb€mjse exc.llent ski-ing slopes. but
lar lrom t$€nty. Bufielo js lucky il it g€ts
t{o feet. As a rcsult. for all lts large area
ol snoe counhy, Buff.lo b4 lery lev skl
runs. aDd the best ot these are some miles
iror |he Chalet The nencmer io Buffalo
naturaut f€els Ihat he \rill try the nearer

A couple ol hundred lards lrom the Chalei
is ihe Plg R!D, {hlch i6 a very shor!. gentle,
€asy. beginneli slope oD rhe Pis Ru! one
ba! meet much ot the chaleas youth and

bcdtrtJ, lhereby addnrg the joys ol social in-
tercours. io lhosc of ihe sno*, 6nd oDe moy
also Iaugh at ils middle-age and adipose.
Further. oDe fta! even. iJ o.e is old. and
srio sith sar. trJ the Pjg EUD a fe$ times
onesell, selcomnrs rbis opportuntiy to ieel
ihe skis aganr before seiting out in sea.ch
ot horc a.duous sloDes. By thc €Dd ol the
nrsr da!, hoserer evcn rlre moderately keen
skier ieels tlDr i! G tiEe to pa$ on to bigger
rhings. and s.e {har els€ dE mountain h.s
io ooer. h th. loutrg. alt€r dhner soh€-
one recohmends him ro try the Lake slide.

By the shores of Lake cnlani. about a
Drile and a lrall llom the chalet dov. a
genrle track- therc is a hut Ard, rdning !
hundred lards or so !p a a.Dllc hiu behi.d

is an open spnce cut through the *rub.
a.d cor.ered wlUr snoF packed hard bt
hrny skis. A group of enlhustnstic schdl-
girls henirgboD. faDidly up thc edges ol ilre
stol4 to rhe Lbulders that lotm rts upper
Iimit, and on€ by one comc squcaiilrg {iosD.
Thc nNL rhree rake it straight. but the last.
*ho is morc advdnced, takes the opportunjtl'
ot Dractjsing her ltnk€d siems, which so lar.
uDforl,LDatelv, she can do huch better to the
leit lhsn to the risht Pr6enllt a grouD 01

louDg ex serricemeh alrircj jt ts their nrsr

The lit H.tmut K.tt€r
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rear on rhe shoq and the.j ar. tofxrc erefv
hrrute of jt lher, e mddle-as€d court;
lDpear, sno r@k apprehehrv.l! at rhe st;m
nnd say  tha t  i r  rheyd knoEn r t  v . ,F  as  s te ; !, i s .na t  tncy  wo l tdn , r  have.ohr  A t rc r  a  h . i ,
r roh .ha l f -qs !  up .  $heu ther  a re  a rhds l
xbocf,ed dosn bJ one oI rh. rouDe er-Ler \ rehen the ,  dec lde  tha t  [  Lake s tdc
r !  r ro  p j8 .c  lo r  them,  Rnd makc rhe ! . \ .a \
unck ro the chller

-  
Lunch ls  th€  usu i t  Jo  r  a f ra r r  o i  s  Lur

' iueo  !1 tn  smok€.  pcop le .  5nd bu i r  chor , \
rnd 6 c@ked and drsDensed Or. r rerrjrr
s rocr<broko and tus  i se l \e_Jearo td  soD \h ;
i r€  regu lo r  v is i to rs  ro  rhe  L .ke  St rde .  Thr

an en thGrasnc  skrer .  and
comes out to he Rith his sor. He likes to
f ru re  to  th€  hu t  s t  about  ha t t  Das t  e le lc !
: rnd  L jgh !  rhe  nre  and bo i t  rhe  ! r t l . \ .  !o  rhar
.rcrlthbg i-\ read! ror hD.h s.heD tl!,
{ro*d cohe rn at one

A-( ou skier Dlods b{ck up rh. j.r, rra.k
ro  rhe  chatc l  tn  $ . .Lcnhg he  mne; ts  thar
. r r re r  j j l  l r t  has  had r  g@d da l  He ned.d
. ntce littlo pracrice sloDe like rhat ro loosrD
nrm u t , .  ADd nos  he  rs  absotur r l J  f rsd !  to
rJ rk le  ihe  r .s l  sk i1 .g  To_mor foe  h .  s r l l
go to DiDgo Deu, {hich altrsars io b€ rtre
t)iece de r.sisrance of the bear.r sk!tDs
cronnds

The dat da$rs srey, but {jndtcss. abd a
sr€adt fa]l of flakes bas atrea.t! ndded s€!_
eral added hches to tbe sno{. IL is cold and
drl ourside. aDd coDdlioDs short<t be Der
rect. Dhgo Dell js atjout thr€e ADd a hatr
mrcs away, so an early stari is in ofd€r
The first Dart ot ihe wat is the sahc as !es-
terdar'-to Lak€ Calani alter $trich th€
tr&ck sihds atong ib. opposiie shore froh
rhe Lake Sllde, then tltlns up i:rto Rtirective
Nood€d hjlts. The pl€asant sceDerr ot the
uDdrlating countrt mak€ the Dext couple of
mr les  a  sh .c r  de l iChr .  F lna l l r .  a l r€ r  c r6s .
rng  .  c reek ,  the  f rack  leads  u , ,  to  s  hdee
l roh  wh ich  l i  rDs  senf ly  dosn to  the  h ; i ,
sh 'ch  s iands  in  a  c teo lng  th l i  leads  up  tD
Ilre ski run. rhe luD tLs€ti hds a stole ot
aoour ren or flrteen d.8rees. and drols pe!
lrtrDs a hundred and nlly f€et. This is bis
rtufl. ahd host ot ihe DcoDle on jt are en_

thrsjasric. erperi€nced ski.rs. Fho hdve had
sveral Drehous seasons ar Buffato Ir is not
crol\'de.i heie. sjDcc re clea.ed stoDe js a
ntrndfeds r-eds of so {,jde ud the snolv to,qat r\ trtrfacl r\ good rtDe rtrereto.c ir

oh rh. toltoN!)g dar. ho$evef. condi oDs
hale d0te.iofated rnd our skier reels ihst
ne Dui esplofe let iuriher aneld. After
nalnrg runch a! Dinso rhen. h€ pr@e€ds
ru{ber atong tlre road ro\fards the Horn

Thr  hs l r  sk r  r iu rs  oh  Bu l ta to  a rc  the
carhpdrs t  and th t  c lesra  shd a  r rn r  torheh i r '  rhe  ab \eDce o i  rhc  t racror  c ;n re \
aeosr nrto the categorJ of ski touriDg. Ther
n .  s rx .nd  s€ren  mi les  t roh  the  ch , lc r
kspec i la lJ  on  rhe  rmd rudn iDg pasr  Drxco
uer  ro  the  Horb  The cd thcdra l  rs  oh  the
ro\.€r stoDes of i ridge lhar fould bc fer!
excrxrg if thc boutders alloscd oDe to ski
r fom rhr  rop  o t  i t  and  .s  rL  rs  fhe  averace

ru le  eDoue l ,  sD€d on  t l  iogrr. nlh o thrjll. It is srec! enough to sire
mm good Dractic. at his rLrrrE bur ll rs nor
re4- ioDg. OD the C.esta rlre.e j,s a ski-lift
Nh lch  ha \  no t  L .cn  \o rk  |B
Dut  $ l t t  p robsb | \ '  bc  'epa  | .ed  b t .  n€ \ t  $ rn t r !
De ru  r r re t f  i \  , tbou t  3 \  tone s  t roh  r l re
fop  or  Hors€  l ] i l t  to  rhe  t ro t rom o(  S t r tom
Gurr l  a t  But le r ,  bu t  i s  l robabt j  no t  !s  s teeD
as the low€r part of Statoh Gully. Therc are
realr- l\ro lhs ar Cr€sta. one on ejiher side
ol the ski-tift, aDd ore main diffelenc. bp
iseen them is rhai one iac€s the afternoon
suD more than the olher M6, ot ure
tesular Buliaro skrcr\ seerh to reg.rd !hc
cresra rs diincurt and rrther doeerouF
somethrng requtilrg care aDd controt. to b.
tackl.d bt rbe erDerrs and tcft stone Dy the

Thk s r l r tude ros3rds  brgS€r  th iDgs  *a-
r jp rned b ]  ah  ex_Aj r -Force  un i le rs i i J ,s tud_
ebt qho had ha.i rhre€ lfevlous setuohs .r
Bufalo, when lrk€d why he alidh t tfv
Eothar4 or BuUef he repiied that he lelr h;
Ms hoi good eloush ter. The f.ar or sDeed
engeDdered by d t@-c.uttous tEinins on
rm-ea6y slopes ret&rds the delelopme|t of
maDJ a potentialt! good skier.

PreIud
lr ick Hull
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ll.S.I.R. Ski l,odge on lllt. lluller
Bruce Foster

TF ]ou  $an l  to  osn  a  2o-nr rn  sk i  hur  rn
-1, the mountaihs ror t3 3 - \ou can L b"!
obe ofl tl e shell. bur the sr,afl ol rbe Council
Ior Scleniinc and Indushinl Research han-
aged to bulld thejr lodge at Mt. Bullef nl
Vlctoris. for about ttrat cct per hember.
Like maDy other short sktemcniE there is
a ce.taln amount ol eraggeratiod jn thai one
bui it is substantidllJ tru., rnd this is ho{

After r$o or three partles ol c.s.LR stnfi
had been a{at lo. hur lrolrdals togethcr.
nnd slter others sho had sunived the
chsDcy business ol ballots ro. Eotham had
pald out targe sums lor slrori holidays, lalk
orer the lunch taDles indicnteri that quite a
lot oi Deoul. $ould be nrtcrcsterl in formtnC
a CSLR. SkI Club aDd tr building a lodge
ior themselvcs Tlre molement started n
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earnest iD lhe last quarter ol 1945 sh.r u
deciston to build oD Mr. Bullef sas made. A
suNe:i parit travellilg by means of H!
aDcienr And very dtshonoumble car jt smelt
stro.al! of kerosene aDd slmp oll and caused
its ecuPaDts to carr! out unhelrd of rfning
rep.,irtslooked orer the mouDtains and re-
Doricd r*o pGslble sit€s, one !e$ one TIee
Slop€ ald the othe. higher up Dear co*
CamD Various considefatioDs caus€d lhe
selectjoD ol lhe onc Tre€ sloDe site and r
second su.re!-parr:i fibalisd the actual
D.ggiDg out in relation ro a small. but re$
good spling. and tI coDfonily with the r.-
quircmenrs laid do$n by the Fofesis com-
missioD Nhich coDtrols the area. Th€ nrs!
sorknrg part! oi lhirteen cle$ed snd ex-
cararrd rh€ site on Ausralu Dnr $eek edd
iD Januar! 1946. ard the sccor<i put nr rh.
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slumps. lard ihc beareb and lr.med ard
rarsed the  qa l l s  o !  E igh i  HouN'seek-€Dd
nr Mrrch. As th. eight hours spirii Fas not
niuch evidcnce, and desDite a slosiall on
dre Sunday hjght, procfess oD rhis {eek-end
nas realll spectacular. Those {ho *ere
ihcr. EiU not quickl! lorget drai Mondat
morDing b.eakfast. ealen suhding up in the
jDo\'. and the subsequent sa{nrg ard nalling
ol sno*-covered timber

The hut G of ortbodox tihb€f constructioD
shr€ied sith 6in x lnr. *eathe.boards ubd€f-
D.aih {hich js 'Sisalkfair" DaFr to Drc
rcni dfaughis. It vas oliginally iDteDded lo
hake f,he lodse ol "scieitinc' consiructioD
bui ih6 exigeDcies ol suDply iorc€d it to be
mereh "tDdushjal." The origiDal design was
for preiabricated double-skinhed panels oi
asbestos-cemeDi sheer slued oD to a rect-
abgular glid ol {ood, but qhen ii became
rmDossible to obiah thc asb€stos-ce4ent, a
r€tr€at vas hade t weatherboards.

Th. objectirc set for the 1946 auruhn sas
ro consfuci the shell ol rh€ building and
rnsral burks .nd heating and cooking stoles
This $,as lccomplished \Lith onlt n\e {ork
Dg partres and the lodge {as i! use lor sti-
ils b! June. Tbough the tipe had b€eb
:anded at the site. thef€ {as no lime to ]d!
on the sat€r from rbc sDrjrrg some 500 lecr
r{al and 4t ieel higher than ih€ lodge, aDd
\ater ss carded nDiil dre deep sno\( hade
rlns a job oDly for superdeh.

A coLsid€.db]e amouht ol lhought has gore
ifto ihe design oi ihe todge aDd a coDsjdcr-
cble anourlt oJ manuaL effori ibto its coD
nructjon (ask ihose {ho caDied uD on their
nacks ihe DafL! ol the lhjrd stole, alter the
$i ef sDoff had coher. Bul a minihum ol
nroney hd been speni for the hisNy satis-
llrls result achieled. Ii {as decided thai
the clnb be limited lo 60 !'oundation NI€m-
be$ s,ho sould Day f3,3! lor their life
4embership, toseihe! $iih some Associate
Mehbers $ho qodd pay 10,'- pe! annum fo.
mcmbership- About !200 vas oblained jn ihE
\rar'. sumclebl to pay lor ihe haierials and
lranspoft ued in 1s46. The toiat value of
;he lodce and contenti rnay be judged irom
ihe faci that if k nrsured fo! 1 50 lor an
annual pfemim of 15. The olly other
aDlual charge is 5, - to the lorests Com-
mission for permissive occupancy of ibe slte.
Tb€ Colmjssion stipxlated i,hat fhe lodge
be not oh an-l_ of the cleded sti rlrns and
ihat it be su.rounded, fo! fire resons, qilh

a cLeariDg of ore chain ilr all djreciionsi also
that ji be not sed durnrg ihe bush nre

TrdnsDor!, exc.pt lor a very feN fortunsie
Deople who were able occ*iorallJ to use
private cars. las b)'' a hired 23-seater bus
ard this cost about 30 - Der lFfson, So far,
larijcularlt beca$e of the h€ary snov eell
doqn ihe houDtai\ it has Dbled necessary
lo sleep each !'!idal Dlght ai a Mansnerd
hotel and le!!r asain at 6 a.m, Satuaday.
h nonal snor years, &nd viih rhe imlroved
Dath lor ac.ess dlich the club has ln Dhd
to cut, ii hay b€ possible to leach ihe lodse
oD F.iday nighi by s@n after midnisht,
The return to Melboune starts al aboui 2
!.m. on the last day ol the wek-end, the
bus leales aboui 4 !s. snd suiles in Mel-
boume about 10 pm. surptE scats jn the
bus hare alNays been made arailable to oLher

Hul l€es charged durmg lhe first season
v€f€ 2 6 lor a feek-eDd and ?,/6lor a $eek.
These Fere payable bt boih Foundation and
A$ociale Members, The former have an
ad\.an.age over the oihers in that th€y m.y
ntilise a "Fdodiy lof lour Feek-ends each
sjnter. Each hehbcr hat rake $ih hiD
one visito!, provlded h€ uses onc of his
''p[orities" 1or thc pulpce. Wiyes or hus-
b!!ds r{at becohe memhe$ or mal ol

visitoLs Also iL has b.en
d€cided ihat loundatior Members of ihc
Club sho leare c.s.LR. hal ktain tbeir

Or ure fiDdDcial slskn as sn'en abore,
ihe autLrlm ol 194? alronf I?5 pitt be sDeni
on maiedats; aLl labour irill be for lo!c.
The additional lto nccded $ill be obtaiDed
bl loans lrom FoundatioD trIcmbers, repat-
able befor€ the end of 19{7. lhe ooney to
the club ead€d its 6rsl \rihler qith !2t cledit.
To cany olt additioDs aDd imDro!€mebis ih
lcpar sjlt be obtanred from hut fees and
these $dl be raised by about 50 per cenf.
Elen then thet NjU still be rery mode!&t .
As the honey vhich m€hb€N lend to par
lor lhprol,ehents qjll be rctuned to them
Niihoui dimuniiion, lhis srrteh seer6 to
produce cosUess jmprovements!

oD the naiter ol deta of dsign, the fl@r
area is 16 x 36 fe€t and accommodstion is
llmtt€d to r0. Thefe is also a porch fo. sl<i
and Food storas€. About tvo-ihirds of the
n@r ar€a is srv€n over to cooking, heqiins,
eating and livirg DurpGes and the fest to
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trlelle nrdi\idual bunkl arfanged tso,sroreJ
fshion. Th€ orh.r ei8hr lcoDle ste€p on
matiresses on rhe noor ol the lolt. Aboui
one-ihjld ol the blildtrg hrs a ceitnrg rhis
aciihg as ihe lort noor. The buDks consist
of canvss sirctched between No Dipes as
side mehb€rs ard carr! cocoaDut nbrs hat,

A oDe-fire $ood stove has b€eD provided
lo. cekjDg. tocerber Nith two heatirg
stores. eood-nred. These are sroup€d to-
gether rn the ce[tre oi the floor and hale a
common nue. Tbe ai! round ihis acrs ar a
ye.y efiecliye 'drriDs room.' The lreatrrs
arangeh€nis tog€rher with dratt exctuslon.
afe ef,cerbnl and no one h* €ler complanr€d
of cold. But thoxgh boih heating stov€s Dro-
Yide a celtai! small amount oi c@khg spac€
on rop, it mlst be admitted thai nisumci€Dt
cmkhg facililies hale been prorided. lood
aDd c@king arrang.h€nis arc lefi io mem-
bers to oic?nise themsclles, Usualry pa.tias
oi trom tblee to sia lorm snd buy ard c@k
their oM food toeether. Rosiem are arfalged
lor vork o! nre$ood, {aier, dish-{ashiDg

The si.ucturrl desisn ol ihe hut 1s lot
{holly "scientinc' as the Djvision of
F.rest Products seized the oppoliuDily ro
msLe lhe lodge a high aL iude low teh
peEture rcse8lch stalion by ibstallLng sev-
eEl experlm€nlsl panels in ibe walls.
Weatherile D.oc€€ds at an accelerated mte
under the condjtjons ol los temperatures at
nlght combibed {jth the failly LLjgh iem-
peraiurs of sunby dals aDd ihe high wjnds
and snoa oi bad we&iher. Panels oi rsbestos-
cem€nt sheet ushg diifersni adhesives and
!dd-w@l b@fd are under obserrarioDi aLso
different paiDts $e being tsled.

A pLtch ol 45 deg. sas adopled ior the rcoI

The Ron Aecord Spur
Varrand Bcgg

DON Accord-Mounf  Hothrnr  the  tsu
I i r3 t  reEorded norada!s  a< rnseDFrnbLe.
almGr synonymous. Xfany skie.s haye for-
gotten and oihels. l)erhops, do not kDow. dEt
ihe Bon Accord spur has only in receDt
yeaN become the accept€d apDroach io Mr.
IJothaa. Since 1925, \Lhen tlotham reslly
n6t bec.m€ open io ski.rs. a lew sadly dis-
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aDd this irds lound to Bn€ a surlrisnre
ahouni ol usable space abo\e the ceilnrg:
heDce the deciston ro put soDe of the sl€.D
ers up i[ the lolt The fml N4, perforce
made ol r i.. boafds cover€d *ith bituhlrous
r@lnrg sh€ei w€U ball€Ded do$n, as it las
noi Dosible ro obrair cof sated hoD.

One corn.. ol rhe hui is about iou lcr!
above the Bround This prorides a us.lul
place for nfewood storrge. aDd a dapdoor in
ttre floo. aUows access to thi! storag€ wjlh-

The desjS! of rhe lodge as b lt has prored
ver:i succeslul, but the firsr seasoD has
Doinkd the vay to s€le.al Ltupro\€hent-s
whi.h rvill be incorlor&tcd. 'Ihe lolume in
ibe loft has lrored to be jusr larg. enough
to accomodate alt rweriy bbks and ihe
do\astajrs floor wjll be ireed oi slecping
rmlEdLmenia. A drylng room sill be nr-
stalled, and th€ Dorch Rill be l€ngihened to
add ! sashrooh. and a lood pr€parauoD
ar€a will b€ marked out A second cookiDg
stole wi]t be nrshlled ard the fires ilom borh
stoves viu hel) Lo hear the d$'ing !ooh.
The rat€r has al.eady been pip€d lo ihe hul
and possibly a hot shoyer system vill be
p.ovided. Excepi lor "Masonjt€ paDels up
rble ie€t, the lodee is unlined, and it rs
htended to do ttris FheD maielial ls ar.all
able. Sihilafly, the f@i wjll b€ covered with
jron. buL tbs may wail syenl years.

Another immedjate jmplolement Nill be
the buildiDg ol lekers so that hehbers ma!
leave sohe ol their g€ar and i@d ther€.
PlolisLoning ol the lodee in summ€r qith
some oi the ofdilafy non-perishable f@ds
wiU be done ahd this shouid do much ro
leduce dre arduotrs back-breaking task oi
carling up on each irip ihe fmd Eqnne.i

Lllusioned iDdividuals aDd still i€Ner eDthus-
iaslic tourers have sirugelcd up tbe .oad
each leer from ibe Oheo snowline. Until
1933, however, the rast hajo|ity approactled
Mount Hotbam via st. !e!.a!d lIcpice.
usuaily with aD orerDlsht stop at the Hos-
pice and a late stdrl next day sith rucsac
somewhat heavie. ihan on arliral. If the
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