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VICTORIAN SECTION

EIIITORIAI- NOTNS
can look back ov€r the y f success and improvemeDt
in Victoria. Despite the poor snow seasoD, the numbcr oI visits madc to

snownelds by club members snd others has beeD greater thaD ever belore, owins,
probably, io the crea! improvements which have taken place at old-established
r€sorts and to ihe development oi ncv flelds. The improvemeDt in the standard
of skiing has been mosL noticeable. The eForts of tlnee bodies are outstaDdnrg:
the Skl Club of victorla. the Victorian Railways CommissioDers and the Rov€r
Scouts SectioD of the Boy Ecouts' Association. Each of these has, in a difrerent
.sphere, done a tremendoN amoun! ior the sport. The Ski Club of Victoia has,
by provlding a club with a low membership fee aDd sewices to membcrs, created
the largest active m€mbership llst ol aoy club in ihe State for the year. Il has
brousht about a standard classincation ol tests, developed new standard runs for
tests, and appointed judges. It has developed in the last two yea.s the new
l€rlain ol Mount Bogohg and lurther prcgress is being made, throuBh its efiorts,
in the development of the norLherD section of the BogoDg lligh Pla!!1s, the
Tim's-Mount Nelse district. There is also afoot a molemeDt ior the erection
oi a nerv hut at Mount Buller. vastl,v superior to the present S.c.V. Hut. lihe
productioD of reliable naps b! the club has also been of greaL value- The most
recent addition is that oi the MouDt Bogong-8ig Riaer-Lo\r'e! East Kiewa and
Northenl High Plains dislrici. appeariDs nr this lolume. The Railways Com-
missioners, by their sdmtuistEiLon policy, have similarly given great impetus
to the spolt. The greatest achievcment has been ihe expansion of the policy of
providing ski ins tusiruclors. For thc nrst tinre an Austrian instructor was at
Mount Holham throughout tne season. Ihe Commisioners are also greatly im,
proving the accommodatior at boih ceDtres. There is no doubt that ihe intro-
duction, by nanz skardamsy, of ihe tulberg slaDdard teaching has produced a
Duch more rapid improv€ment anloDg the general body of skiers. the Rover
Scouts, by adding ski-ing to their out oi doors irainine, have also developed the
spoft tu a new community. ln addition, all the other clubs grcatly asslsted in
the expansion oI the spoft- It is gratifyils to Dote that each one rcpo$s 1s38
s having bcen a y€ar of success,

It is lmpossibte not to refer to the disasirous aDd tfogic bush flres which
swept almosi the whole oi Victoria duing tho filst two weeks iJl January, 1939,
sufrce to say here that over 60 Uves were losi, ihe majoriiy in the sawmillins
comunities, that at least oDe-half of the timber reseNes of the State vere des-
trored, and that hundr€ds or buildiDcs \'ere burned. The nres were mo$ nerce
in the mounLair dislrlcts; lhere is probably not oDe ski-ing dlsLrici which was
Dot affected. The main Alpine highvay ftom Bright to Omeo sufiered most.
!'or over a huDdred miles thefe is now nothing but a desolate expanse oi scorched
golden-red hue. Th€ delightful gullies and tracks of the bush are Dow for the
most part shadeless pathsays strewn \cith black logs. Il was only with the
lr'€at€st efiort and the assistance of oDe of the militia batialioDs that ihe tovn-
sbip ol Blight $_as seved; at Ilirrleivilie several buildings were destroyed. How
Hardetvjlle was saved irom total lnclDeration can only realty be apprecjaicd flom
an actual visit. At Sl. Bernad aU that r€malns ls a heap of burnt nins. Those
vho expe enced the flre in ihese parts report ihat the spread of it was as if an
unseeD aeroplane had passed overhead spra)'ing perrol; at. other times it seemed
that the very air vas ignited- thc names jumpiDe hundreds of feet. Ou. old
rri€nd Balny Ruh arld others from the Hospjce sheltered lyine face asainst the
wet earl,h ir a newly dug sprirs just doBl the Dargo Road.
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At Hoihan all thar rcmairE is the \alL oi Ure origiDal Courlf! Rords Boafd
1 lu t  aDd t l le  cb inne,  o l  thc  !e \L  louDge.  A  nra$  o I  s iee l  edges .  b i$  01  roe- i roDs
lrd steel sticks iho\ls \hcr€ thc rli-rooDr oDcc stood Here thc Brxdsha\s alrd
pr r r l .  iDc ludnrg  a  bab.  i r  a rDrs .  rhe l le red  r l l  D igh I  id  the  Nc l l  t r t r r  LaNlc r ' s
lh t  o f  r l ie  hurs  a lon !  lh is  load  aDd oD o ther  iLPproaches !o  f , lo t r ! !  go tham rhe
louos ing  ha le  i l so  bc fn  d$ t ro !ed :  ihe  D i rm.Dt in r .  lhe  Bon Accord ,  th .  Rrzor
br(k aDd all ihc huis beL\rc.n I'Iotnr Hothrm rtrd ODreo. at Whisky Flat. Brand!
Cfock  aDd DnDcr  Ph iD A i  l loLrn t  F . r ther to !  The BrLnga lo \ "  ! i ! s  des t ro l .d
bul ihe FeatherkiD Toufisi Hul still siands. So rlso does thc Blowlrrrd Hui ard
o ln rsus  Hon. .  Ho$ B i l l  Spargo lonen l  A  $nn iDg ba t t le  a loDc fo r  ho t r rs
itrriDsr rtr1clen odds ii Dotlrir.L short ol nrirltcnlolls. Flom H.th!n1 lo ODreo
l i rousruds  o l  ca t r le  Dcr j ihcd  Man j  o f  rhcm q . fe  su f foca ted  b l  lhe  o ! . fDoNcI j Iq
lunrcs  ind  snoke Co l ru i ) . . r fa  S ta t ion .  De:1r  ODl r i .  a lo ] le .  i s  re l rxb l r  repof ted  to
| . r !c  los l  3 .c00 bead o t  f r l l l c  xnd  100 mi l .5  o t  id ic iDg.  ID  rhe  u l l r le  o f  oDreo
:rr l..jr hall rhe buildiru:j r'.rc razed lo lh. gfound The \rilole ol lhc Kie\!!
: l l oLr r r  Bo_roD.s  ] rDd \_o f thcrn  H i .sh  P lanN coun l f !  r .as  ,  id i la f l l  de t rs la ted  The
Brv !nxc  i lu t  e rec t . . i  lh r {ugh the  e f fo r rs  o l  the  la te  C.  J .  L  (o l ( ,  l1 rL f - \ 'a !  t rp
rh .  s r lnc ise  spnr  aDDfoach to  N loLrD[  Bo lon !  \ ras  d€s t fo lcd  x ld  P f i l ch l fd  s
-rtul ro tlie Dorih cast o! lhe Gfatliie Fhl Sl)1lr rlpr)roach lronr Eskdale $as alro
l .s ! .  Fo f tnDate l r ' .  rh .  C l r {e  Co le  X len . r j r l  r lL r t  ( rs  tnd ln rged .Dd l i ke  the
'J . rd  pern t .  _Hote l  Aef t .x  s t i l l  su l i vcs .  A l l  s l lpe \  o l  ihe  mr iL ln l t i r  Nere  burn i
rs  bare  rs  l roards .

Snor Guh,  Th.  Rluf r .

On thc  Bogong H i l i r  Ph iDs a l l  d re
hu l :  , ,1  na jo r  ih l )o f i i l r f  a fc  sa le
Bx lL l  s .  a i rzger :1 ]d  i .  Kp l l t  s  \ la l lace  s
r t rd  Cope.  \ { r .  lh f t iD  RohLr ld , \  co t
la r .  rnd  the  honc  o l  N I r  Joe  Olssor l
! . ! f  Wai laces  Hut  Nc fc  on l t  sa led
. r r l c f  r  Srea t  s l l l tgq lc .  A l l  the  ca t t l€ -
b iD iD  the  ad jonr j ! , r  l { ^ ' . lands  su i
i . r .d  losses  o f  ca t t le  and IoDc i re  Thc
i rLc  o l  D ibbnr ' r .  Younes.  \ \ ' cs toDr
:1 |d  B lx i r ' s  Hu is  i s  sn l l  n r  doubr .  a l
tho t r lh  repor rs  iDd icx tc  th i r l  lhe !  a re
Df ' ibab l !  sa ie  Gr . j t r  .oncc '11  $ar
rx lu rx l l l  l e l t  to r  !  l i n r .  rs  to  the
\ ' f l i r re  r l  ihe  n lount  Bu l le r  Cho ler .
bn t  eU Nere  p leased nr  hcr r  iha t  j t
hxd  cs . .Ded lhe  l lus l  r ) l  thc  mei lace
rDd is  sa fe  OD Ur f  no f th  o l  the
dn jd j r )g  range \ | l ) i ch  sep l r r les  G i lps -
hnd i roD Ce i l t ra l  ud : , lo f th  cas tc r !
Viclofii rhe fire cross.d tfonr rhe
\ lx !h (k  couDt r !  and s {cp t  the
soLr rh . rn  s iopes  o f  th .sc  raDges ( i rh
.x l f ro rdnar !  ;eyer i i !  . rnd  loss  o l  l i i e
IDd ctroDrous danrge lo linbef.
s rwmj l l s  nnd o iher  Dropcr t r . '  ODl !
tho lc  l v l ro  hare  exDer icuccd !a r  o r
bush n fc  o l  a t ry  Duar i l l rde  caD
jD gnre  lha l  DaD!  o f  oL l r  bush fo tk
NcDt rtuonsir. The ro\rD ot Noojee.
!\rlce preriousl! buurcd. \'as agaiD
\rrDed out. ,{r lloulrr Erica it is
f.portecl that rhe nres Dur!- hare re-



sulted in thc cleaning out oi possible new ski,ins country. At Lake Mountain,
Mr. Brampton Girdon (of the Melbourne WalkiDg club) lost his hut and at Mount
Donna Buang the Melbou.ne Walking Club Hut was also burDed. The S.C,V,
IIut and the University club Eut tbere are both safe, althoush the trre came
right to the door of each.

Moudt St. Ctair 1n the Matlock country was the scene oI the greatest tragedy
oI aU. At one oi the samills there only one man survivedj thirteen lives being
lost, includlns that ol the ploprietor and his two sons. A similar tlagedy was
odly arerted at a nearby miu by the presence ot a brick house jn whlch the mill
hands sheltered. The Rre ghost has lelt iis trail in almost all parts of victoria,
to the west in the Grampians and the Otway Forest country and to the far
Dorth easf, $ght through the ralges from the Muuay River to the sea in Easten
Gippsland.

A r6sumd of the season's ski-illg:-
Mount Bogong: The thfd and last seciion of the Cleve Cole Memodai llut

sas completed and a record total of 65 persons booked into the hut during the
season, producing a substantial income to the s-c.v. in reduction of its advances
in respect oi the building scheme. In addition, through lhe geDerosiLy of one
oI the members of the club who desires to be anonymous. a shelter hut. of first
class quality and comfolt for its type, w&s erected at the head ot rhe Staircase
Spur (see article etsewhere).

Mount Eothami The season opeilcd with a D.N Hotham. Fortunately the
nles did hot prevent one season's appreciatioD by skiers oi ihe addition of a
comfortable sitting room and irnproled sleeping accommodatioD resultins from
another dormitory above ihe ne$ ;i!! g room. In addition to these inprove-
ments the old dinins roon (as redecorated and refulnished add separaie locked
cupboards tustalled lor each occupanf of ne( type bunks.

Mouht St. Bernard: BarDet'Rush acied as host to the usual band of visitors
for the last time. Snlce the deshuction of Lhe Hospice by flre he is not retuming.
Mr. Ward Ambler. aD eDthNiastic skier, enjoyed only one season,s use ot a most
comnodious log cabjh \'hich he erecled at coDsiderabte expense for himself not
far fron the Eospice ahd qhich \ras also destroyed by nre.

MoLrdt Featheriop: The Wangarratta Ski Ctub erected a jumping platlorm
aDd the main ski run was greatly improyed. lhe season was the tust du-ing
vhich an iDstructor was present throughoul ih the person of Mr. Pryce Jones.

Bogong High Plainsi The popular Cope, Kelly's, wallace's, and Fitzsemld,s
Huts were aU in $eat demand. The Rover Scouts, in pa$icular, occupied
wallace's Hut for thrce iull weeks. A new hut has been erected by the Battv
brothers, catttemen from Glen VaUey, near the sunmit of Mount Nelse. Ar-
rangements bave been made with them by the S.C.V. to use it during the {iDter
and this should afiord opportuities for the opening up ot the exccltent Nelse
ski-ing district. Considerable progress has been made with the new State Elec
tdcity Commission road along the Eastern Kiewa, indications being that at the
eoDmencement of the coming season this road wilt give access by at least ten
miles nearer the snowflelds than prevlously.

Mount Buffalo: The ski tow at the Cresta run was extended to approximately
600 feet in lengLh and the suriace of the run and the ski tow plaht also sreauy
imlrroved. An excelteni piece oi terrain was opened up in the basin on the Ho.n
side of the cresta ru and the hut at the Cresta run enlargeal and refitted. The
road lmm the Chalet out to the runs was also greatly improved.

Mouht Buler: The Chalet at Mount Buller aDd the S.C.V, Hut both experi-
enced recofd bookinss, the pdncipal periods b-.jnc the Kins's BirLhday week-end
aDd the BuUer spring n4eeling. Ihe poorness of the snowfall for the season un-
doubtedly brought out the adrantages which Buller has as the nearest 5,000 ft-
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nrourrlain to Melbourne and Mr. FehnLrt Kotlcr is lo be commended for his
rn i l ja l i re  id  pushiDs oD wi th sreat  developneDts ior  1939 isee ehesherer .

Mount DoDDa BuanB: SDo\r coDdiiioDs suitable ior ski iDe oilly occurred over
a leiv weck-ends but thet Nere sell availcd of whcD they djd occLtr and the
Urriversity aDd S.C.V. Huts $ere .,\'cll patro[jscd.

MoLrnt Erica: The Rover Scouls have duriDg the year doDe much iD the open-
ing np ol this tDountanr and it is the objecln'c oi rhcir Gippslard enthusiasis to
makc il lhe high level playgrould ol GiU)slaud.

Onc oi rhe strangest duties perlofmed by nny civll servant iD Australia is
that  undcr takeD bv rhe Victor ian Gorernnrc l r i  Tour is i  Bureaus sno( l iDe Re
pfescntrlive. Nlr Edc ste$art. stationed at Harfietvill.. he is responsiblc ior
l,he gcDeral sclfare ol lisitors to MouDts Fcalh€rtop. St. Bernard and Hotham.
He is obligcd to be coDlersant $ith thc cxpccted nroveDeDts oi lisitors and to
gile lhenr inforn]atioD regardnrg sDos aDd $eather corrdiliorls. lacancies at rc-
sorts, the ^rrangement of horses. transport. xDd hire ol equipment. First cstab,
Ii$hed durrng thc 1937 seasoD. the task ol the rcpreseDtatile became so oncrotrs
dnriug 1938 that it becane neccssa{ to appoinL aD assistani. Mr. Carl Wra:th.
oI Harrietlille. ADother ihportaDt dull oi lhc r.Dres:hiatire is to prepare aDd
lorlvrrd to MelbouDe a: accuratc a rcport as possible of the snos conditions at
the threc nranl poiDl! at leasi s'eekly aDd rnorc oitcD ii there is any great varia
LioD. These reports are lheD hade availnblc through the Victorian coverDmeht
Toufisl Bufeau iu Melbourne ard thloLrsh ihc daily papers. The most cDergetic
aspect oi h1s job is. oi course, the drtj'oi cscoltitis partics io anv of the resoris

l - r

. ._-;. .

The seasol'L sarv the usual arlay oi neF ideas. ne!'
colours and betler producls 1n ihe equipment sphere. whcD
onc coDieniplates ihe rcvoluilonary inprovements in rarious
items of equipment oler the last l.w yeals. one hesitates to
think what qill be pfeseDted to skiers oi the Dext generatioD.
Messrs A. Broad .Dd S. Sunnncrs renrain the cenires ior
VictoriaD ski-iDg rcquneme|is. I'Ir. Broad tu-ning out a re-
cord nrmber of his ski. Much Nas doDe rhroush rhe Rover
Scorts aDd bJ r serics ol articl.s shjch appearcd i! the
isiues of _Schuss lroDr April to Augusr. 1938. inclusire. coD-
taiDiDg explicit irstruclions orr culriDg equipment costs and
the home naDul.crure of ski, slicks aDd hetal c.iges to en-
co rage those (tlo nnd lhc ccononic sitDatioD likely to
prerent their itidulgeDce iD the sport to make their own

ReviciriDs the sporl:is a whole, we nnd a trend to$ards
ail increasiDg poDulafity ol holiday trips, a dechle ot iD,
tcrcst iD racing rexcept, pclllaps. i'r thc UDiversitX Club) and
an increase in the popularity oi the sporr amons the major
schools. There has also been aD iDcrease in thc number ot
tesis passed and a very substaDtial improvemeni in seneral
smndards. Victoria is ltndoubtcdly for'tulate in po$essing
six main centres lor the sport so thrt a much larger number
of people iron differeit Daris ot the State can take an actile

A surDrisjDgly large Dumber of Victorian skiers skied abroad dudne the
Jear.  Mr j .  Ja, , res Broa.h 'Jof lnpr l !  Mrss Doroth]  T i .k lF,  - Id  Vr .  and Mrs
Malcoln] McCoU met iD ANtria. M!. J. Brcckhoff $eDt to America and saN the
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Op€n Jompi.s ChamDionship- C. Wraitll (ll, 11.51, 1; A. Brcckhoff (8,8),
2;  B.  *ethef ion r8.5,  8r .3;  C.  Gibble 18,  8.5r ,  4 ;  F.  Pul lar  i8 .5,  8) ,  5 ;  D,  Stogdale
( 1 1 . ,  1 0 . 5 ) , 6 :  N .  D i c k s o n  ( ? , 8 r ,  ? .

Open Langlaul ChamDionshiD. C. wraith r 1 . 30 . 50 r , 1 ; Jack Treasule I l 40,5 ) ,
2 ;  , t i m  T i e a s u r e  r 1 . 4 6 . 4 0 r , 3 i  c .  G r i b b l e  r 1 . 5 1 . 2 5 r , 4 ;  F .  P u U a r  r 1 . 5 8 . 0 r , 5 ;  D -
Stogdal€ t2-3.25) ,6.

Intermedia ie Downhi l l , -C.  Gr ibble (33.2, '5) ,  1 i  B.  Brether ton 134.4/5) ,  2 ;
N.  Dickson (41) ,3;  c .  Hul l  (41.4/5) ,4;  ! .  co le \42.4/5) ,5.

Intehediat€ Sla lom. B.  Brether ton t . l .28 2, t5) ,1;  N.  Dickson 11.38) ,  2t  A.
Brockhof i  ( r .41 2,5) ,  V.  Cole 11.41 2/5) ,  aeq. ,3;  C.  Gr ibbie 11.48 3/5r ,5.

combined Resul ts . -B.  Brether ton (195-98) .  l :  c .  Gr ibble 1181.39r ,2 i  N,  Dick-
s o n  r u l - 6 4 ) , 3 ;  V _  C o l e  r 1 6 5 . 2 1 r , 4 ;  F _  I \ l i a r  r 1 & . 5 4 r , 5 .

lnaehediate Ianglauf . -Jack Treasure i1 .24.46) ,  1;  F.  Pul lar  r1.28.48r ,2;  C,
Gr ibble r1.31.6) ,3;  R.  Bel l  (1.3?.34) ,4;  J im t reasu.e (1.39 30) .5.

Intermediate Jmp.-B.  Bretheton r8.5,8r ,  1 ;  C.  Gr ibble 18,8-5) .  F.  Pul lar
( 8 . 5 , 8 ) , 3 ;  N .  D i € k s o n  r 7 ,  8 ) ,  4 .

Wohen's Club Ch.mpionshirrs.
Downhi l l . -Miss M. Wal lace 136),  1;  Mrs.  A.  Brockbof f  (3? 2/5) ,2;  Miss C.

J o s h u a  , 3 7  3  5  , 3 ;  M l s s  K  M a g i l l  , 4 I  , 4 .
Srarom. Mrs.  A.  Brockhofr  i2-22 4/5) ,1t  Miss M. wal lace 12.52 2/5) .  2 :  Miss

E.  McEvoy (2.56 3, '5) ,  3 i  Mlss c-  Joshua t2.67 2/6t ,4,  Miss K-  Maelu (3.13) ,  5-
Combineal Resuh-Mrs, A- Brockhoff (196,25). 1; Miss M. wallace 1182.64),

2r  Miss c.  Joshua (1?6-08) .3;  Miss L.  Magi l l  r161.8 l r ,4 .

Women's Open ChampionshiD.
Dowrld[.-Miss M. Wal]ace (2.36 4,/5), li Mrs. A. B.ockhofi (3.34), 2; Miss

.  C.  Joshua (3.58 3/5) ,3 i  Mi$ I<.  Masi l l  (4 .30 2/5) ,  4 .
Sla lom. Miss M. Wauace (2.35 1/5) ,  1 i  Mrs.  A.  Brockhof f  (2.36 4/51,2;  Miss

E.  McEvoy (2.48 3/5) ,  3 i  Miss C,  Joshua 12.59 4/5, .4t  Mlss K.  Magi l l  a3,50 1/5) ,  5 .
Combined Resul t . -Miss M. Wauace 1200),  1;  Mrs.  A.  Brocl rhotr  (1?2.25) ,2;

Miss q.  Joshua 1152.03) ,3 i  Miss K.  Masi l l  (125.42) ,4.

MOUNT ROGONG f}BVELOP1}IDNTS

By H. \:. Doughry

1928. August 18th-flrsi wlnter ascent by tour membe$ of the S.C.V.-W. F.
Wat€rs, Kemble Gibson. E. C. Robinson and Arlc Stewart 11). 1932.-August 17th
-tbree membe.Fw. D. Bertram, E. c. RobllNon and J. I<. TirIoh-accompllshed
the nrst complete skl traverse of the mountain. (2). The late Mr. C. J. M. Cole
macle a sti asceDt up the Staircase Spu to the summit from the Tawonga side
and Roy Weston, also a member of the S.C.V., sDent some time on th€ mountain
and Pioduced an excellent map.

1933.-Ausust: Messrs. Cole and Weston spent a week in Maddison's Hut at
Camp Valley, being the nr.st party to stay on Mount Bogons in wint€r.

1934.-Fi6t steps taken in the late Mr. C J. M. Cole's Development Scheme,
consisting of:-(i) ihe erection oi a Shelter Hut on the Staircase Spu!; (ii) the
clea ng of the tmck on the upper poltion oi the Spur; (iii) erecilon of snow-
poles alons the uppermost portion of the SDur tr) the summit and thence to Camp

(l) See pp. 11-19, 1929 S.C.V. Year Book.
12) See pp. 2?-29. 1933 S.C.V. Yer Book.


