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Victorian Chalets and She lters 
By C. j. M. Cole 

rUnfortunately lack oi !'~ce allows onl,\' portion of thi s article to be 
printed in thi~ edit ion. It will he comple ted in the 193i edition. It" value 
w ill be apparent to all ,.; kiers. So me of the huts shown in the illu ;:nratio ns 
are among those which will appear in the c01l1plctccl an iclc next ye;If.
EditOLJ 

The follow ing is an attempt at recording- particulars of chalet" and 
shelt ers e rected in. or adjacent to, alpine areas and use iul to :"k ic rs. It is 
hoped that it will pro\'c com'cnienl fo r the novice. to detcflllillC th e type 
and locatio n (.r a "now ho liday. a handy reier-enec ior the regular .~k i c r who 
delights in tr:l\'elling to the les;; frC{luented parts, as well as an illccn ti\·e to 
the ton rer to ex plure \' irgin snowfield;;;. 111 the lime a\·a ilahle for prep;uation 
il has not been puss ihle to provide a complete r('l'Orcl, htlt it will ;;;e n'e itR 
purpOse. pending addi tional parti culars . .. \11 memher .:; in possession oi data 
or photographs likely In he of va lu e in this connection a re asked II) COI11-
municate with the writer, I deRirc 10 place on rccord i.1]Jpreciation of the 
good work performed by many friends- residents of the foothill,..-who pro
vided data wherewi th to check records. I abo extend thank,; tv ?l 1r. I~ or 
\'· ('s tun for his \·aluabl c co-operation in assisti ng tu co mpile t he Illaterial. 

I urgc the necess it y for reC(lTl nai':sance, bccau,;e of t he ]los:. ibili ty oj 
ht1t~ heing burnt down. At t he present ti me. Ol1e of the \\'ell ingto n hilts 
is ill ashes . but panicul ilrs a re ilH.:huh·d in the follow ing notes only because 
of th e defin it e s tatelll e11l t hat it will be rebuilt before winter ~eH in. 

The owne rs of mos t of the f,,\lowing shelters h;wc give n permission for 
their usc. Thi;; pt:rmjF-s io ll applies to all Clu b member;; o n their taking 
certain pn.:cautions. ( I ) .'\pply for p('rmi~ s ion. (2) Deion: len' ing, sec that 
all fire,., are properly ('"x tingui;::hed. (3) Pro\ i(lc a stuck of \\"ood. indnd ing 
kindl ing material, properly dry s tored . (4 ) Take every precaut ion during 
occ upation tl' avoid contamination of the water s upply. (5) Lc:\\·c the hu t 
cleane r than when found. It should be borne in mind that a :'l1 it ahly word ed 
applica tiun a"k ing for permi>'sion tf! use a hut not only l'olic its autliori t ~, but 
dcfin it eh' excl ude,; all ·'hut c rashers," 

TIH:rc is :l moral ob ligation on ,L11 memhers t(. f\)l1o\\' thi s proced ure 
:lIlcl if it is faithfully pcrfol'llled we ca n refute nil re:;]lo!1 .:ibi lity for rb. ma~c . 
. '\ few year:. ago a lllaA"l1ifi~'t'll\ly cquippeo hut. Hig~ills Ilut. on Iknnisou ·" 
I'laim:, near .\It. Tam horitha. was burnt down as the resul t of th e carcle~slless 
of a tou ring party. It is hoped that the good name \\h ich ~k iers enjoy 
amongst mountain folk \\"ill not be marred as a re>' till of a sim ilar happening. 
or in any ot her way which is due to th e lack of cOll s iderati(ut. 

In order to ;I\'oid confusion cO Il,:equent upon some hutR ha\'ing t\\·o 
names and the necessity o f in stituting a scheme wh ich pro\' idcs for !lew hut s 
taking a cOI1H'cu ti \'e number frol11 the disl rin in which they arc e reclerl. 
I mll dividiug" c~rtait1 groups inll) di:.t rict s. Each di~ll'i" 1 will he il1dicate<1 
by a le iter and each :-helter in the district by a con:;e("ut i\'c numher. Thi s 
method, it is thought, will prm'e the most ~uitable Illeans of ident ification. 

The di~tricts are :-A. St. Rernard: B. Hotham: C. Feathertop; D, 
Buffalo: E. l3ogong: F. Bogong- High J~laill~: G. Bullt.'r-Cobbkr- T1owill 
Clear; II , Skene: 1. Fcderation-Torbreck-Lakc 1\Iountain;]. DOTlna Ruang
S I. Cla ir: K. Ha \\' llaws; I.. \Vellin gto l1 : 1\1. Uargo High Plain ;: ; N. l3aldhcad . 
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R. \\·"Ion. 
1: Dibbins Hut. 2: S.C.V. H ut, Donna Huang. 3: Razorback H ut. 4: S.E.C. H ut. 
Prelly Valley. 5: Kelly's Hut. 6: Monarch Mine H ut. 7: Weston's Hut, B.H.P. 

8: Lawler's Hut. Upper Kiewa. 
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District A-St, Bernard. 

Chalet.- St. nernarcJ lI o!'pice prr. n. Ru!'h), \'ia Harricn illc. Location : 
On the Hright'Umeo .\Ipine Road. 13 mile!' irom Harricnillc. 26 Bright. 6 
l-l otham Ileight s. -+0 Omeo. A1tilUclc -+,90) fce t. ,\ccolll illodation l6 people. 
A comfortably built gah·anised- iron s tr ucture. furni"hccl with all con
veniences. It is the only Alpine 1I0IIse in \·ictoria pos;;e"s illg a license. St. 
Bernard ca lers I\'el l ior enthusiastic "kiers oi a 11m· icc type and permit s o f 
ski-inK on some sheltercd !' Iope regardless of Ileather. ,\ \"ar iety of short 
and fa"cinating tour,; i,:: :wailablc. Opportunities fCir exploratory trips 
towards f)argv and ll uw itt abound. [t is s tatTed throughout the year a nd 
is cOllnected with Bright E.xchange by telephone. Booking" direct. 

Shelters.-A.l. : Monarch Mine. Sel-cml hili..;.. l"o1ll11lIlnica tion ~ c/ o 
.\Ir. \'. \\"raith. llarri et\' ille. Locat ion. Harriel l-illc-St. Hernanl Road. cast 
s ide: d i .. tancc 7 miles from the former. 6 frOI1l the latter. .\ltitude ahOIll 
-+.000 fcet. \\"ell colh truct ed bu il dings of gah'anized iron. \\·hen the lise 
of these hut ;;; is anticipated per11li .. " ion should be ... ought . a .. il is poss ible that 
unoccupied hut s are kept locked. 

A2: Country Road Board Hut, ~t. Hcrnard . l.ocation. 250 yards north
we st of Il n,::picc. below road .. \Itit mle. -1.700 ieet. Size . 18 x 12 fecI. Con
s tructioll. gah-anized IrOIl. ECluipment. hunks for fOllr people; limited 
utc lI !'il s: axe. 

A3: Luke's Hut. Owners. H. Treasure and Son,:. ·'Ca~tlchurn." Str,H
ford . I.uca tion. l:lmile:; south fwm :\[1. St . Bernard Il uspice. S chain!l from 
road O il ('a~te rn side. III a gully at the sou thern end o f ..;.['cund cutting from 
Hospice .. \ititude, -+.300 fetl. :;il.c, abou t 12' x 2'0. CCllh trll ctioll. s lab walls, 
iron rOt)i. Equipmcnt: \ tahle and bunks ior -+ people. \\'ater a iew yards 
beluw hm. 

A4 : Gow and Howard Hu t. Ow ners. Gow and Iloward. Ilarrictl"ilIe. 
Location. St. Bernard. One mil e frOIll Ilosp ice . 100 yards wcs t of t rack to 
the Twins. ,\ Ititllde. -1.600 fecI. Constructi on. Ing s ides. imn roo f. Equip-
11)('1\1: Table and bunk " ior .. ix people. :\blllHlanl W:l ter handy. 

AS : Mt. Murray Hut. Owners, Hcn'ridge Bros., HH/ok..ide. Location, 
]. It. ~[urray. on Great Di\ i<ie, we .. t of 51. Ueruard. 100 yards south-cast frOIl1 
Stocharrl. \\'l1 ich is 011 Oidde. Alt itude. -+ .500 fect (approximate). Size. 
10 x i2 feet. Con .. trm'tion. log' "idc", iro n roof. \\"ater ,1I;t ibhle d ose by. 

District B-Hotham, 

Chalet-Hotham Heights: Controlled hy \'ictorian I~ail\\'ays Comm is
s illll ers. Loca tion. on :\11. I-ligg-inhutham. ~ mile from "ll1lll t1it v f :\[1. l-I otham. 
Dis tan ce from T!arri ctl· illc In- rlJa(1 20 miles : In- Bon .\ccord track 10 miles : 
Omco h\" roat!. 3-1- m il es, .-\'ltitudc. 5,800 fec t. ' J\ !lU h"l:t ntiall v cOIl"tructen 
stolle I)\iild ing wi th :tccOllllllocla tion for 31 peuple. It i" " tatTed thmt'l g llOllt 
the year. Tl ot ,,'ate r a nd tdephnnc are installed. Re!ocflatiun" a t GO\'crn, 
mellt Touri,.1 Bureau. Ilothall1 Ileights is sllitabl~' ~il11atct! amongs t some 
of the finest ski-ing" country in the Sta te. \\"ith an early sta rt ant! a light 
pack. the journey frolll St. Rernan!, which is the most popu lar approach. is 
delightful in finc weather. In unf:n-Ollrabie wca ther the juurney may become 
arduon ... c\'en to the strange,,! of "ki run ller". All \-arict ic,. of slopes and 
tours arc a\'a ilable. 
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Principal Huts on Bogong High Plains and District 

Shelters.-Bl: Blowhard Hut. Owners. eOUllIn J~o:td~ 8oard. Loca
lio n. i\ I1. Blowhard. 3t lllilc~ from I-Iothalll Heights: Ull the t'ast ~ i <.lc o f St. 
Ocrna rd road. Altitude::, S,3iO fcct. Size. IS x 12 fect. Con,;tructiol1, gal
vanized iron. Equipment. nil. \Yater in gull.\ on C:l:;lern ~ ide. 

82: Diamantina H ut. O\\"ncn:, COlln tf \" Roads Board. Location: 
Junction of ~a7.()rback Ridge ami )oft. II "lha"lll: on the ~outh "ide of St. 
fkrnard-Hoth:ulI Ro.1.<I. I ~ mite .. from Hotham Hcig:hts. Altitude. 5]43 feet. 
Size. 18 x 12 ft.>el. Com.trtlclion. J.,rah-ani1.l.'d irol1. bunks for four people. \\"01.(er 
:lvaiJalJlc. 

B3: Bon Accord Hut. Con trolled u\ T our ist Committee. Location. non 
Accord Spur. Di;;tance from Iluthall1 I~cight:< 3~ mill'~, I larriet\ille 7 miles. 
A1tituue, 4.-100 f('('t. Size, 16 x 10 feel. Con;HrnCl i(J11: \\'ell huilt galvanized 
iron ~h elter with winuuw. Equipment. good hunk .. \l'\.:ollllllo<iatiuJI -+ people. 
siraw pal ias~ ('s. \rater i:- (,htainahle 150 ~-anb down ):rld ly un northern "ide, 

B4: Lawler's Hut. OWlIl·r.:\1. l.awler. Freebmgh. 1.(.catioll. :'lIt. I lig. 
~inbothalll: adjacent to Jlntham Ileights .. \llillilie, .i.ROO icet. S ize. I ~ x 
10 feet. COll:'trnclion. gal\ani~ed inHl. witll Ilour :'lnd t\\() \\indo\\'s. E<luip· 
melll. Sheli bunk for 6 pc(,ple. \\' :'lter near by. 

B5 : Whisky Flat Hut. ()\lller". Countr., I~oad,.. Board. Location. in a 
well sheltt'fed Jlu~ilion. ull the Hri).!ht·Ollleu Alpine Road. Di;;:tal1cc irom 
lIotham Irt·jg-hb 3 mile:-. Umeo.31 mile,; .. \ltitude, 5.200 ft:et. Size. IS x 12 



feet. 
ni l. 

Const ruction. /.!"ah·anized irun w ith \\ imlol\' bur nu nuur. Equipmcl1l, 
\\'ate r down ~ully on nurth "ide. 

B6: Dinner Plain H ut. O\\,I\('r,., COllntn' Road" HU'lrd. Location. 
Fa\"(lttrably li it uat ed Ull t he Brigh t-O mc(j _\ipine Huad. lJ i ~ta ncc fro III 

llotham Height.; i miles, Omeo 27 m iles .. \1ti tude, 5.020 feel. Size 18 x 12 
feet. l"ons tructillll. )..!"ah-an ized iron. no \\" indu\\' or floo r. Equipmen t limited 
to a tahle. \\'ater :-;upply adjacent. 

B7 : Boggy Creek Hut. OW!ll·r". Country HOilus iloard. Loca t iull. on 
Ihe Hrigh t-Omc( •. Alpi ne Roa(!. Di:-; t a nce from Ilotha m I Idg-h t s 12 m iles, 
Omeu 22 lIIi le;,. Altil ude . ..J. .200 fect. Size 18 x 12 feet. A well cunst r ucted 
gall-anized iron bu ilding \\"ith window hut 110 flour. Equ ipment limited to 
bu nk fur I pen,oll anu a tahle. \\'ater near b~·. The locali ty of t his hut j" 
Ihe :tn'rage winter "'IO\\" line. :\"ole: .-\ltholtgh Hotham I le ight;: is 56 miles 
iurther from ~lclhoHrne \-ia Omeo than Bright. the Omeo rOlltc pro\'icles a 
safe ali-weat her :lpprllach. (";Irs can be liafely left at llugg-y Creek and the 
jO\lrlH'~' on ;;k i til 1i0l ha1l1 jl\' igh t ~ undertaken by t he ahsolute no\· ice. 

BB: Jim and Jack Hut. ()\\"n~·r.:, . Coun try I{"adli Buard. Location . at 
Ji1l1 and Jack Creek. un the Brig-ht-Omeo _\Ipine l lig-hway. Di", tance irom 
Dllleo 9 m ile". Ilolh:lll1 HeighH 25 mile;; .. -\ltiludc. 3.000 icc!. Size IS" 12 
feet. Constructiun. a gah'auizeu iron huiltlinl{ wnhunt e(luiplIlI;llt hut 
adjacent to g"oud waler. 

Dis trict C-Feathenop 
Chalet-The Bungalow. Mt. Feathertop. Controlkd by t he \- icrurian 

HailwaYli COllll1li;;~iuller,>. Location, 011 )[t. F eathertup. about l ~ miles from 
SUlI1mit. Di;; tauce frum Harrietdlle by pack lI'a('k, 5~ mile .... from j-jo\ltalll 
lIeit:"ht~ by t he Rawrback Hidge, I) miles .. \ltitlHh:. 5.000 ieet .. \ wel1-llI1ih 
and comfortable iron chall't wh ich accOlttlll,~(Iates 2..J. people. !Iut watt'r 
amI telephOlIt· in"w!1t.'d. R("~l·flatiun". Go\'(~rnmcnt Touri ... 1 Burl·all. J-:a~e 
oi appnl<lc h in all \\·c;lt her s renderli t he Feathertup Chalel a p('IHti a f fl'~()rl 
uuring Ihe 111onth" JUlle tu Septemher . when a regular ~talT ili O il duty. 
Special arran).:"elllt'llt;; may he ma{h~ at uther p(·rj\){I~. Fill(; practice and 
racing grolllHb art· a\ailahle. .scrioll~ t()lIr~ along lilt.' Razorhack to lluthalll 
allel 1/, Bugong Iiig-il Plain,; hy Blair':; Hut arc rccumme ll(led ollly tu skiers 
with cxperience. 

Shelters- Cl: Feathertop Hut. (h\"ll('r~. Ilarriet\ ilk P\"llgn:~.-; .\ .... ~()cia
lioll. I .0('at i('I1 . ~I t. P("at hertup. I ~ lI li leli frollt SU111mit . 70 yaru;;: north of 
Bung-aim\". .-\1titudt,. ~.OOO icct. Sizr 19 x II fcet. Cun~trllclion. gah-alli~cd 

iron. tined \\'ith pine. \\"ouden floor alld one \\ indu\\". Equiplllt'"nt includes 
Imllk ... luI' 6 peuplc. lahlt'". "hehc,;.. aXe and billie,... \\"ater i .. ('un\'enielllly 
ohtainahle. 

C2 : Razorback Hut. C(,n tm[k·d bl' tht'" Tunri"t COlllmittet'". Location: 
On Hazorback I~ i dg-e. Di;;tance iroln Feathnl'J]J Bungal tlw ·1 mile::; . Dial11all
t ina Hm 31 milcs. ,\itiiu(\c, 5.3$0 feet. S ize, 14 x 10 fee t. ('onst ruction, 
a gah·:ltlized il"(,11 hut lI"ilh winuol\' but 110 flour. Equipmc n t i" limited 10 
a tablc. \\"ater i::; tint rcadily accl· .... ible. Locate :-pring dll\\"n Kully on Wbl 

::;ide of r idge. 
Dis trict D-Buffalo. 

Chalet-The Chalet, Mt. Buffalo, National Park. 0\\ ncr", : CO ll t rulled 
bv the Victoria n J{a ilwa\' ('U llllllis,. i()lIt· rs. Lora tiun . on Buffalo Platf'au. 
D istance fro m I'nrc!HlI1ka'h 18 miles hy graded road. T hi ... Chalet. which is 
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-Li70 fel-t alX)\-e sea lc\'(:1, has accommodation for 200 
peopk, whose needs arc provided fo r in a manner (Oll!

parahlt: wit h chalets of thi:; t,'"IX: :;ituated in other parts 
of the world_ :\Ilhough the "now sca"(ln is eVllIpara
ti\"<:I)' shor£. due lO a lower altilllde than athtT !-ki-illg" 
rcsort ~, it is recommended as a suitahlt- place for no\'ice ... _ 
\\"hell ample ~no\\' is a\'ailahle_ all pha"e" oi the ",port 
are ob!ainabk_ Hot and cold water in bath room" and 
l:Ie<\rOOI1l5. Telephonc. PO,,! Office, Savings Bat tk, 
Cafeteria. H.csl·r\·a!ion,,: Tonri"t Bur('au_ 

SheJter.-Dl: Crys tal Brook H ut. O\I-ner. I'uhli l
\\-orks Departlllellt. Location. frolll Chalc'! 4~ miks ])\. 
road and 3 miles bl- short cut,,_ 100 l"ar(l5 irom 1{('seT
"OIr. . \Ititud(', .. 1..150 krt. Sizt', 20' x 12 feet. Con
"tna-lioll: Hardwood framc . II·ilb gah-alli~ed iron walb 
and fOOf. One window. tabk all(l :;('<lL Earthcrn Hoor. 
\\'000 a nd wat('r conn:ni(,lltly obtainahlc_ 

D 2: Lake H ut. O\\'ncr~. I 'uhEe \Yorks J)\'part
mcn\. Location. on rig-ht-hand h:mk oi [~1.ke Cawni. 
ncar the lak{' "ki slide_ Disull1n' from Chalrt 1 \ ll\il('~ 
by road. Altilude -+.250 k~r. Size 20 x 10 iet't: Con· 
:.tructiflll: \\"aJI.~ am.I roof oi gahanised irQn. Chimney 
of .stone and g-al\"ani~ .... '(1 irnll. Floor i~ mack of 6 x I 
hardwood. There arc tll"O \\-in<iow". lUte largc hew'" 
and !-eats built round 11\'0 sides ui the II alb. A porch 
is built uI'er the entrance and is u~l"d for the ~tnrage of 
dry firewood. 

D3: Cathedral Hu t. Owners, l'ublic \\"orks D('
partnlcliL Localion,:' mile,; along tile J [urn Road. and 
J mile" by short eltts frum Chalet. Altitmlc. 5.0)() jecr. 
Size. 20 x 10 fc~·1. Cun~trll ctiU!l: Framework of sawn 
hardwood. "iclb anu rooi oi gal\"ani~C{l ir!!ll, Olle 
\\"indOIl". Tabk' 1-1- feet in Icn).,'1h_ Eanhcrn noor. 
\\"oud and W;L[{'r 100 yar(k 

D4 : The Cresta Hut. O\\"IlerS, tlw \ iClorian Rail
Ila\-" ('oll1mi""ioner", I.ocariun. on Cre~la Ski I~Ull. 
Di~tallrt' from Chalet 6 mile" bl- road . .. \[timdc, 5.100 
fee t. Size 30 x 22 fett. Cons'trucl ion: \rC'ath~'rlxla rd 
and galvanized iron, earihern floor.. ECIUipllll·l11. "eat.;; 
and twO table". onc of 20 feet in lcnglh_ Bui lt-in cup
huard and 111etal sink. \\-alt'r sturag-c, 500 gallun". 
\ruod j" drl"-"tored in shed. .\mbulance l)Oxe~ and 
strclcht>rs in-l1111. Te1t>phonc is cullneC"t .... -d 10 Chaler. 

F rom above: Miller's Hut, 
Bon Accord H lit, 

Higgins' Hut, Maddison's Hut. 

c. J. ~r. t.·ole_ 
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DS: The Horn Hut, O wners , ' -ictorian Railway:; COlllmissioners, LOGl.-
lion, on the :'Ilain Horn Road, Dis tance from Chalet 8J mil es hy road, 
Altitude, 5,200 feel. Size -JO x 35 fecl. Construction, weatherho ard waii !'l , 
gah'3nize<i iron roof. \\ ' all:; and ceilings lined with pine. The floor i" lino
leum cOl'crt~d, ~uildinl-:' contains -J bedrooms. I large living roOIll. kitchen 
and pantry. t\\'o bathrooms, two \\' ,C.'s, Equi pment include~ J4 wire mat-
1re":;CS. 1-1 chairs. 3 tables . bla nkets . crockery. cutl ery. ambulance box and 
s tretcher. ('('ntral heating. s to,·e. fire extinguisher. water ;; lOrage. 6CX) gallons. 

(This article \\'ill be complet ed in the next issue.) 


