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Editorial 

An cdltor's life Is onc of hopes unreulised and here are two 
of mlne:-

(1 ) That skiers wUi put on pa pel' in t he ronn of a n article 
01" a book t,lle reasons why they skI. I enjoy ski- Ing. but 1 would 
like to be a ble to point to a con vincing article on t he subject 
when someone asks me what fu n I get out of It. 

(2) T hat a few representa tive skiers from New Sout h Wales 
will visi t. the Bogong High Pla ins and. perha ps, Moun t Bogong 
wlt.hln the next couple of seasons. Such a visit might be paln-
1'ul at t he time to them, but would provid e many happy 
m emories a nd pl"Omote a better understa nding between the 
States. What about It?- Vlctorlan Edi(or . 

Victoria's Snow Resorts 

This guid e to the principal snow resorts of Victoria Is com
piled from information s upplied by various m embers of t h e 
Ski Cl ub of Victoria (pal·tlculurly Messrs. R. Weston and W. D. 
Bertram ) and by the Government Tourist Bureau . 

T he object Is not to reci te a dull list. of tact..s a bout. each 
centre. but t.o give prospecUve vlslt.ors sufficien t details to en
a ble t hem to choose t he resort which will best suit their in
dividual t..1.stes. 

Melbou rne skiers have one big advantage over fellow en 
t1m slas t.s In Sydney or London, In t.hat in winter th ey can have 
a day's skl-Ing with out spending a night away from home. 
Mount Donna Buang. nea l' Wa rburton, is GO mlles from Mel
boul"lle. and cars can be driven a long a well - meLalled road t.o 
within ha lf a mile of the s ki runs. Before Lhc next. Year Book 
is published it will probably be possi ble to d ri ve t.hrough to t he 
actual summit by ca l' all t he year round. La ke Mountain. near 
Ma rysville, Is 70 miles from Melbourne by roads which va ry 
greatly In qua lity. Cars may be driven to within four miles of 
t he sk i runs. It acts as a nother week-end nursery for city 
skiers. 

Th e next In order of proximity to Melbourn e Is Mount 
Buller, Il ca l" Mansfield. which Is 150 mil es from the city. Its 
principal at.tractions are a first.-c lass racing CO UI'SC, a big- jump, 
good slopcs for beginners and a n excellent t.eacher In Mr. 
Helmut. Kofler. who can practise what he p~e:l ches. 
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Th e rest 01" the mount.al ns may be grouped tog-eUler, III 
lhnt they a re all In one dlsLrict. T he normal way of reaching 
them Is by t.rain, via Seymour and Wa nga ra t.t.a , t he passengers 
for Mount Bu ffalo Chalet alighting at Pore punkah (l !l2 miles) 
and t he remainder going on to the t.erminus, Br igh t (196 miles), 
!l1le! t.h ellce 16 miles by car to Ha rriet.ville be fore branching off 
to Moun t. Feather top. Hot.ham Helgllts or St.. Bern ard 's Hospice. 
T Il<' Bogong High P lains may bc approached from Hotham 
IIl'IR hLS. but the easiest. way Is by train t.o Balrn.~clale (170 miles) 
aile! th ence by service ca r up t ile Tambo Valley to Omeo and 
Sha nnon Vale ( IlS miles). 

For those who dema nd every comfort, Mount Buffalo Chalet 
Is obviously the choice. Lake Catani Is f rozen over in mid
wi nter , and skat.ing In th e ope n -air is possible for several weeks 
each year. The Bu ffa lo Pla teau provides some Interesting rock 
formations, as well as nla n y nne alpine views. Another advall 
tage Is t.hat luxurious bu ses meet the t rain at Porcpunknh and 
la ke guest.s to the front. cloor of the Chalet., IS miles a way, In 
wlnt.er and summer. 

Mount Feathertop is the second highest of the Victorian 
mountains, and th e bunga low, whIch is I ! miles Crom the sum
mIt, ea n be reached on horseback a long a 5&- mlles brid le-t.rack 
fro m Har rlet.\' ille in any wea ther. It. has some good r uns, bu t 
has only one ski tour, the follow ing of the Razol'back ridge to 
Mount. Hotham (8 miles\. one of the best fi ne-weathe r ski t rips 
In the Victorian Alps. 

St. Bernard's Hospice is the oldest a ccommodation house In 
the Alps and t he only one Wltll a license. It. Is 13 miles by 
road from Harrietvllle, a nd the depth of snow determines how 
ncar to the Hospice service cars can get 1.11 winter. It is usually 
possible to get half-way by ca r and considerably further by 
pack-horse. It SU I'p asses most. other resor ts In Its variety of 
one·day tri ps. 

Hotlmm Heights, like Feathert.op Bu ngalow a nd Mount 
Buffalo Chalet, is controlled by the Victoria n Rallways. It Is 
near ly seven miles from St. Bernard's Hospicc, along a ridge 
which resembles t he Razorbnck in t hat It provides an excell ent 
fine-weat.hcr trip. I t Is casler to follow than the Razorback, 
but gets the full for ce of winter storms. Like MOllnt Buller. it 
has a first-class racing course and it probably enjoys better 
snow than any other resort. An a lternatlve route to Hotham. 
vln t.h e Bon Accord spur from Harrletvll.le, menSUl"es nine miles 
bu t Involves some severe climbing. In the worst weat.her, 
HoUla m Heigh ts could be reached via Omeo, as the road Is 
a lways clearly defined a nd there are huts every few miles along 
the rout.e. 

Last. but by no means least. nre the Bogong High Plains 
which ca ter for a type of skier almost unknown across til e 
Murray. This Imrdy anim al, like the Tibetan or fiction , boasLs 
of the time since he last, batllcd and glories In the length ancl 
scrubblness of whiskers he can grow. Fo!" t.hose who are willing 
to rough it.. the variety of tours to be made on the Bogong 
HIgh Plains is :;:uftl clE nt rew:ucl. No Vict.orian resort holds such 
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n fi rm p lace 1.11 Lhe h cnrLs of skiers who have visited ~hcm as 
t he High Pla ins. Huts, erected by the cat t.lemen and one by 
t.he Ski Club or Vlet.or!a, provide t.he necessary shelter. whllr 
snow-poles, three chains apart and numbered, give adequate 
guidance In foggy weather. The beginner can find casy slopu 
at. the hut door. the expert will find on Mount. Nelse, the third 
highest. mountain In Victorln, descents to test. his nerve and 
the ski-tourer wllJ discover in many valleys which cross th ':! 
H igh Plains a never-endin g feast of beautiful views. 

Mount. Bogong Is on the threshold of develOpment and 
may soon be rega rded as the best of our moun tains. Us Sum
mit Is 6,508 feet n.s.l .. and on It. can be found many long and 
steep down hill courses, as well as jumping hUis, A h ut which 
Is being erected on t he Staircase S pur is the " rst step In the 
right direction, and it Is only a matter of time be fot(! other 
huts and snow-poles a re placed on i t. to ma ke it safe ror persons 
other tha n expert bushmen, 

Victoria has sUll many mountains which have never re
sounded to the curses of fa lli ng skiers but, untl1 sk iers st.art 
go in g there, t hey can hardly be c l as,~cd as ~now l'csor ts fo r' t he 
p urpose of this nnlclo. 

'fhc UufT:l lo l 'ln t ea u. 

/leight.- T he Plateau ranges from 4.000 feet to 5,645 feet. 
at Lhe Hor n. The Chalet is 4.370 fcct above sea level. 

11010 to Gcl Thcre.-By rail to Porepa.nkah (192 miles). 
thence by m il blL'5eS to Chalet door (18 mileSI . Tra ins leave 
Melbourne for Porepunka h at 7.4 5 a .m. each week-day. except 
Friday, when visitors travel by the 4 p.m. train. On the re
Lurn Journey, visitors lea ve the Cha iet a t noon on Fridays and 
at 5 a .m . on other week-days. 

. By road a long the Hume Highway to Wangaralta 11'1) 
mrles), thence by fall' road to Porepunkah {44 miles ' and steep 
climb for 18 miles to Chalet. 

TarlD,-For the first time this year. charges arc \'arled. 
accord ing to Ute type of room, except between July 27 a nd 
August 16, whcn t here is a tIa t charge or £8/ 10 _ for a week's 
s tay lH t he Cha let, fi r·st-class rail a nd ca r' t.rnnSI1Ql·t from Mel
boul"lle to Cha let and return a nd meals en route. A few special 
rooms WI Ul pr'lvate bathroom attached a re excl uded from the 
tlat rate. t he cha r'ge for them being £10/ 5/ - Inclusive. At other 
t imes t he Inclusive rate for special foams is £8/10 -. for rooms 
with hot water service .1:7 a nd for rooms without h OL wa ter 
service £6/10/ - to t6 15/ -. Daily rates a rc £i a day fOl' n stay 
of less tha n two days, or 15/ - to 17/ 6 a day tor longer 11el"io(l<>. 
n~Cordj n g to th e season. Bus ta res between Porepunknh a nd 
Cnalet for th ose wh o do not hold Inclu sive tickets nrc 10/ 
si ngle (or 15/ - single between Jul y 27 and August 16). 

Ski-ina POS,Qibllttics.-By reason of Its lower altitude lhe 
snow season at th t! Chalet is shane r th:lIl at some of the higher 
resorts. but when snow is scarce ncar the Chalet. guests arc 
taken seven miles by t ractor to the Horn. where there Is usually 
plen ty of snow. In addition to an extensive series of ski races 
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Illid Jumping events which a re conducted at t he winter sporLS 
c'arnlva l at Mount Butraio each year . the Ski Clu b of Vlcwt"ia 
will hold a novice and in termed iate ski meeting there this year, 
frum August 11 until August 18. 

For those interested in 10ng-dlSLance raCing, the course 
~'lwccn the Horn and the Chalet otTers plenty of scope, and 
there Is a record for the journey awaiting the attention of any 
f'lmm plon looking ror rresh worlds to conquer. The bungalow 
Ilt the Horn has accommodation for 16 persons, and may be 
uscd either as a shelter fo r those who wish to stay there over
night or as a base when snow Is sca rce aL Lhe other end of the 
Plateau. Mount BufTn lo hos many attractions for the novice 
skier. gentle slopes, s kl-ing classes and Lours which can be 
adjusted to suit ind ividun l requiremenls. I t will always be one 
of the best recrulUng-gl"Ounds fo r the spor·t. For more experi
enced skie rs, there Is a downh ill cou rsc, with a descent of 800 
f('('t and a hili on which Jumps of 80 fee l.. may be made. 

Olller Poinls.-Skntlng may be enjoyed In winter on Lake 
Cata nl, wh ich Is handy to the Chalet. T ile lake, alLhough 
ll rtillela l, Is la rge and set in atLrnct.ivc surro undin gs so skat ers 
get scenery as well ns Icc. Buffnlo Chfl let Is the only snow l"e
SOft 111 Victoria where guest.s must change from their sports 
c ioth lng for d inner but, in compensntlon. it provides a b..'l.II
room, moving plctm es, ba nk. post otTice, billiards, table tennis, 
electric ligh t, central hea ting. hot a nd cold baths, lnundl'y ser
vice. sewerage system a nd garages. 

The number of points on t he Plateau from which excellent 
views may be obtained a ttracts hundreds of visitors in summer. 
as well ns in win tel', and tracks on t he Plat.eau nrc well de nned. 
For those who can appreciate sun rises and sunsets. ButTalo, 
and particularly the Horn , has a special attracLion. 

Bookings lor BulTalo, Feathertop or Hotham Heights may 
be made at the Govcrnment Tourist Bureaux in Brisbane, 
Sydney, Melbourne or Adelaide. 

M ount . 'c:l t hcr top. 
Helght.--Summlt Is usually referred to as being 6.306 feet 

ubove sen level, but rece nL observations made by t he State 
Electr icity Comm ission put t he heigh t a t 6.267 feet. It is Lhe 
second highest mountnln In Victoria, being second only t.o 
Mount Bogong (6,5G8 (eet). The bunga low Is about 5,000 feet 
above sea level, • • miles fro m the summ it o( Feat.hertop. 

fJOIO to Get Tllere.-Sa mc trains ns fO I" Mou nt Buffalo 
Chalet, but passengcl's go four miles on to t he terminus. Bright 
11!l6 miles), thence by service car to Harrietvllle (16 mUes). 
The bungalow Is SA mHes rrom Hal"tietvlllc an d can be reached 
1111 horseback by a bl"id le path . Ha Tl" letvllle Is 213 miles rrom 
Melboul"l\e by a I"Ond which Is Il rst-class for 150 ml1es but 
dl'tcriorat.cs between Wangarntta and Bright, and is \lable to 
\w dll11cult to negottate after heavy rain. 

TariD.-There is accommodation ror 28 persons at the 
bunga low and a short. distance away Is a tourist hut with 
bunks for fo ur. The I.arlfT is 12/ - a day, but a. combination 
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Mt. F'cathertop, the secone! highest mountain in Victoria. and the 
Razorback. 

ticket covering first ·class return rail travel, meals ell route, 
moLol' tl'nnspOl'L bet-ween HarricLville ane! Bright, horse to and 
from the bungalow and accommodation for five days Is Issued 
fOl' £6. 1111s also covel's olle night 's lodgin gs at Harl'icLvllle or 
Bright. 

Ski-lug Posslbilitics.-Mount Feathertop was the scene at 
the 1929 Victorian Ski Championships and wlll also go down in 
hlSLQry as the place wllere SvelTe Kaaten first competed In n 
s lalom race. The Slalom was in the Victorian Champion ship 
that yea r and Kaaten won with ease. 

GreaL usc is made of t he ski-Ing slopes on Feathertop by 
members of the Wangaratta Ski Club, who hold their champioll
ships there each year, There is an excellent downhill course 
f rom ncar the summit. Apart from t h e brief journey to the 
summit, from which magnificen t views may be obtained on a 
clear day. the on ly ski tou r on Feathertop Is across the Razol'
back to Mount Hotham (8 miles). This t r ip also provides 
m emorable views in fi ne weather, b ut if the nanow ridge Is Icy 
01' fog is encountCl'ed t h e journey may be particula rly un
pleasant . There Is a direct but. difficul t route via Blai r 's H ut 
to the Bogong High Plains f!"Om Feathertop, but It can only bc 
recommended to those seeking a s trenuous tom. The height 
or Feathcrtop ensures plenty of good snow untll well Into the 
spring each year. 

Othcr Poi1lts .- Especially when cove red with snow, Feather
top's appcarfUlce fu lly justifies its tlUe of Queen of the Aus
tralian Alps. Sunsets seen f!"Om the Razorback are things to 
rem em ber. 

MOllll t lIut h a m a nd lIo lha m H e ig h ts. 

Hciyht.- The summit of Mount Hotham Is us ually t"efcl"I"ed 
to as being 6,100 feet above sea level but, In spite of the rounded 
top it has had sincc It was first seen by white men. 17 fee t seem 
to have disappeared. as the latest calculations place its height 
at 6.083 fecI.. T he stone building known as Hotham Heights is 
5.800 feet a bove sea level and is .~ mile from the summit. 
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How to G ct Thcrc.- The o rthodox route is via Hurrietville 
a nd St. Bemard's Hosp ice. The Hospice can be reached in any 
weather. but the journey o f nearly seven miles from the Hos
pice t.o Hoth a m Heights in stormy weather is arduous. Marlin 
ROlllUld holds the r ecord for the journey, having covered the 
distance In 72 minutes in August, 1932. T he Blowhard hut, 
h a ir-way, provides a shelter and what would pmbably be the 
coldest night's lodging in Auslrnlln. FOI' novlce skiers in fin e 
wea ther, this mute wllJ continue to be the most popul~r. 

After taking control of HoLham Heights. the Railways De
partment rc-opened a track leadi ng from HarrietvilJe up the 
Bon Accord Spur (9 miles) Lo Hotham Heights. Horses can be 
taken most or the way In win LeI', but the last section of the 
journey involves some steep climbing, which, although short, 
taxes t.hc powers of less athletic novices to the utmost under 
unsuitable snow conditions. The route's principal advantage Is 
that In bad weather on ly a bri ef section of It is likely to prove 
hazardous, the res t being clearly denncd. A thil'd route, and 
one which Is more Independent. of stormy weather than the 
other two, Is via Omeo. The t.raln may be taken to Bairnsdale 
(170 mllcs), t hence by scrvlce cal" lip the Tambo Valley to Omeo 
(83 miles). Hothnm Heights is 35 miles from Omeo by road 
and a car may be driven to within a few miles. The remalndel' 
of the journey would have to be covered on ski, but the road 
is so sheltered and huts so numerous tllat it might well be 
tackled by a pcrson who had never skied before, 

On the two occasions when a sklel' from Hotham Heights 
has had to be sledged down to the snow-line, the Omeo rQllte 
was taken, and, although a sledge Is a parUcula rly awkwanl 
vehicle t.o handle, eSJlcclally when there Is a hUma n bei.ng on 
board , the joumey was accomplished with a fraction of the 
difflculty that would have becn eXperienced on either of the 
other two routes. The distance from Melbourne, via Omeo, has 
prevented this rOllte IrOIl1 becoming popular. 

TariO·- There Is accom modation ror 33 persons at Hot!lam 
Heights. The tnrlfT is 12/ - n day and an inclusive ticket cover
ing fl.l" st-c~ass. return mil tare. motor t ran sport between Bright 
and HurnetvlUe and five days' acconunoantion at Hot.ham 
Heights is avnllable for £4/ 8/ -. All other services are pa id for 
by the visitor en route. 

Ski-illg Posslb1/iUes.- On this subj ect. It Is difficult to rc
fmln from becoming lyrica l In regard to Hot.ham Heights. Un
til MOlillt. Bogong Is more fully explol·cd. Hot.ham will probably 
be regarded by sklel's as having the bcst snow. MI'. W. Bankcs 
Amery,. WllO won the fi rst Victorian tmnlng championship in 
1926 With human beings Inst.ead of flags to G'u ide him t h roug'h 
t he fog, wrote: "I have rarely seen, even in Switzerland . a more 
perfect practice run than that from the Lop of HoLham. . . ." 

Whether as the last. r un of the clay or on a bright moon
light night, with skI rattling ovcr t.he Icy snow and the bumps 
hidden by the moon's sorter li ght. the run from the summit to 
Ifotham Heights Is full of int.el·est. 

Mount Higginbotham (5,970 feet) Is less than half a mi le 
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(['om Hothnm Heights, nnd It marks t.he start. of the 'Varsity 
Dmg course, the scene of the downhill race in the first truly 
national ski championship. The 'Varsity Drag course. Is so 
named because it was discovered, In the real sense of the word, 
by members of the Melbourne Univcl'sit..y Ski Club and "Begg's 
Bath" mal'ks the spot where one under graduate lelL the snow 
and plunged int.o some icy water. Th e course Involves n 
descent of 1,200 feet. nnd no competitor in the Australian 
Championships in 1932 escaped with fewer than two falls, all 
coming to grief at Begg's Bath, which, by then, had a wider 
bridge. 

A pleasant. morning or nft ernoon trip Is t.o Mount Loch 
(6,144 feeL), two miles away. There a rc some good runs ofT 
the summit, as well as two dellghUul stretchcs ncar the saddlc 
on bOth sides. Hotilam Heights hilS .sometimes been called 
"The Gateway to the Bogong High Plains," and the ti tle is not 
unjustified. Many pleasant trips to points on the Bogong High 
Plains havc sta rted f!"Om Hotham Heights. and. by making an 
carly start, Cope Hu t, Ilcal" the centre of the High Plains, can 
be rcached In a day. 

The jumping hill used in the national championships In 
1932 was not satisfactory. in thaI. It lacked a safe run-out. and, 
until a belter site for a Jump Is found. competitors will have to 
prepare Cor a sudden a nd intentional Call soon after landing. 
Good cou rses Cor long-distance races can be Cound in the direc
tion of Omeo a nd pleasant "skl-l:\trolls" for novlccl:\ can also be 
tound to places with enticing names .<;uch as Whisky Flat a nd 
Dinner Pla in . As p roof or the long s now season at Hotham, It 
ma.y be pointed out that ski races are held there during the 
first wcek In November each year, on Il section known as Aus
tralia Dr1.rt. 

Other Poillts.- The fireplace at Hotha m Hefghts Is one of 
the widest In t he SLate and a seml-clrclc of skiers exchanging 
lies a nd alibis a round It Is one of the most pleasant l:\lghts one 
can witness on a wlnte l"S night. 

st. Bernard's Uosllice. 
Height.-The Hospice Is 4.900 reet and thc mountain. from 

which It takes it name, 5,000 feet. above sea level. 
fl ow to G el There.-By rai l to Bright ( 196 miles). and 

thence by service car to Harrietvllle and the snow-Une. It. Is 
usuaUy possible to get wllhln six miles of the Hospice by car, 
and even in mid-winter It is frequently lX1ssible to get right. 
t.hrough to the Hospice on horseback. It Is possible to reach 
the Hospice In one day from Melbourne by cal". but. unless the 
snow Is light.. It. Is not. advisable to go pasL Harriet ville if the 
morning train t.o Bright Is ta ken, as it does not a rr ive there 
until 4.35 p.m .. and It would be Im llosslblc to reach the snow
line by car before dusk. 

TanD.-The Hospice accommodates Hi personl:\ and the 
charge is 12/ - a day. 

Ski-i1!{f Possibilitlcs.- St. Bema I'd is more Independent or 
the weather Lhan other centres in thnt one can gel. out of the 
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r.llhl.' r by choosing slopes on t.he sheltered side, so that If a 
hllnurd Is blowing Cram the north (as bliZ'l,ards usually do). nil 

u\l have to do Is to go to t.he southern slopes and you can sk i 
In COIllI>arative com fort. U mea ns fewer wasted days, sitting by 
Ihe' flreslde and wai ting fo r t he weather to Improve. St.. Berna rd 
Imll not. yet got a first-c lass s kl -mcmg course, although such 
~lope8 can be found . It caters more for the person who Is look
Ing fOl a com fortable holiday without the agonies that Lourers 
and racers regard as essentia l to an enjoyable vacation. 

One of the greatest charms of st. Bcrnard is the variety of 
tours Wllich may be made from the HOspice. The Twins (5,582 
feet) and Rene's Lookollt (5,350 feet) a re two s pOLs for day 
lours, as well as the moun!,a.lns a long the route to Mount 
Hotham. Thel'e Is nlso great scope for cxploratory tours 0 11 
the Dargo s ide. Several shelt.ered n ans retain t.he snow until 
late in t he season, a nd so provide good skJ-ln g a.t times when 
mountains of a similar altlt.ude a re a lmost bare. 

Other Pofllts.-St. Bernard's Hospice has t he most romantic 
history of Victorian snow resort.s. An accommodation house 
was established there In the early sixties, when there was a 
great deal of gold mining at. Darga, Grant and Crooked River. 
and all the provisions were packed In from Harrlet.vllle. At
tempts have been made. without success, to obtain liquor 
licenses for ot.her snow resorts. but the Hospice Is st.1lI unique 
among Victoria n resorts In possessi ng a license nnd is second 
only to t he Hotel Kosciusko ror the title of the highest. hotel 
In Australia. Booki ngs should be made direct with t he pro
prietor. Mr. B. J . Rush , St. Be rnard's Hospice, via Harrletvllle. 

J\Iounl B ull er. 

Heiyht.- Herc, again, esthnates of the height of Mount 
Buller vary. Although llsua lly rega rded as being mOI'e Limn 
6,000 feet above sen level, t.wo other observations have resulted 
in its s ummit being measured at 5,995 and 5,934 feet above sea 
level. The Chalet., conducLcd by Mr. Helmut Ka ner, il:\ 4 .800 
Ceet above sea level , but two huts, one belonging to the Chalet 
and the ot.her to t he Sk i Club or Victoria, arc within a qua rtct 
of a mile of the summit.. 

H aw to Get Tli erc.- By rail or service car to Manslield, 
thence by service car to Mcrrljlg. A road is being const.ructed 
to reduce t.he packhorse journey to less than the eight miles It 
is at present. There nrc three cnr routes to Mansfield- alonG 
Sydney Road to Tallarook and then via Yea : th rough Hcales
ville and over t he Blacks' Spur to Alexa ndra and Yurck: and 
through Yarra Glen over Mount Slide to Yea . The Tnlla rook 
rou te Is t he shortest, being 147 miles to MerriJlg. The others 
nre 154 miles. but provide more at.tractive scenery. 

Service cars leave 268 Flinders Street. dally at 8.30 a.m. The 
single rare to Mansfield Is 17/6 and arrangements can be made 
for transpor t 1.0 Merrljlg. Packhorses may be hired for 10/ - for 
tile jou1't1 ey to the S.C.V. Imt. 0 1' to the Ch a let. 

Turin.- The Chalet hns accommodation ror more than 30 



'82 TilE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND S KI YEAR BOOK. 

persons, nnd t.he Larif! is 16 - a day or £5 12/ - a week. The 
S.C.V. hut will hold 12 persons. 

Skl-Iuy Posslbilities.-Three Victorian championships, In
cluding the first. have been held on Buller, and Mr. W. Bankes 
Amery wrote of It : "In some respects, however. Mount Buller is 
In m y opi nion destined to become the greatest. lsolnt.ed ski- lug 
mountain In Vlctorln. A descent of nCl:u-ly 1.500 reel.. 011 com
paraUvely easy gradients can readily be fou nd. The scrub is 
very sparse and there appeared to me to be no Umlt. to the en
joyable tours which could be made. When I was Lhere, nOt.
wnhSLandlng the tact that the weather was as bad as It could 
be, the snow was in perfect condition . There were abundant 
slopes without nil obsLacic of any description. and this is most. 
import.ant 1.0 beginners. " 

It hilS one of th e t.wo first-class downhill courses in Vic
toria and possesses the best jumping hill. Excell en t slaloms 
hav e been set on the side of Buller, but, tl course for a 1011g
distance race Is not S0 easy to find . Th e two mllcs !'till from 
t.he s ummit. to the Chnlet carries n trophy tor the fastest. time 
each year a nd Is an in teresting run . There Is n st.eep short cut, 
bu.t the regular !'Oute gives SOllle fine open ru nning at first and 
later Involves some timber-ru nning down a cleared track. Op
portunities for touring are s triclly limited. I\. one-day tour to 
Mount SlIrllng may be made. but there Is IILtle open running 
and n gOOd deal or c limbing over fallen timber . See t he S.C.V. 
Year Book, 1934. 

Other Pofnt.!l.-The ride on packhorse to the Chalet. is along 
t.he banks of I.he Delatlte River, through fern gullies and tower 
Ing gum trccs. There Is some excellent t.rout fishing In t he 
Dclatlt.e for sk iers who get tired of sk l- Ing. 1 What. about t he 
trout season. though ?-Editor.J 

By reason of Its Isolation. Buller commands fine views of 
many of t he surrounding mountains. Including Cobbler , Howitt 
and Bulfalo. Expert skl-ing tuition may be had from Mr. 
Helmut Korler, and those who have tasted them swear by Mrs. 
Koncr's vRl11l1a klpels, a kind of biscuit which "melts In the 
mouth." J...'\st, but not least, people who wou ld be horrified Rt 
an invltallon to play ludo in Melbourne find It one of the most 
th rilli ng games when played round t he Chalet fireside. Book
Ings may be made th rough McGregor and Cour t , 430 Lltlle 
Collins Strcet, 

l\1oLln t J)OIlIlIl Un illlg . 

Hclyht .-Tll c summit is 4,080 fect nbovc sen level and even 
the foot of the ski nU1S on it. wou ld be lit tle below the 4.000-
fcet mark. 

How to Get T/lcrc.-T he crowd of 5,000 persons on Mount 
Donna Buang one Sunday last wintcr chose every possiblc 
method of tra nsport . Including tra in , bus, van, motor car, motor 
cycle, push bike and walk. Warburton Is 47l miles by rail a nd 
50 by the road rrom Melbournc, and the ski runs on Mount 
Donna Butlng nre 10 or 11 miles above Warburton. The road 
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Is gootl all the way, but care must. be taken on the climb be
causc. although there is always room for two motorists to pass, 
the many tums in the ro.'\d a nd the occasional presence of 
ro.,\d-hOI:t-<; makC caution ad vlsablc. 

TariD.- l\.lthough a toll gate might well be institu ted. the 
ro.'\d and the ski r uns a re free to evel·yone. With commendable, 
If unjustifiable, optimism , a collection box Is taken to Donna 
Buang each Sunday In winter by enthusiasts and a few absent
minded people do slip In a n odd copper or {,wo. An effort should 
be made to convince skiers that a day spcnt on Donna Buang 
L~ incomplete without a contribution of at least 1/ - to the club 
funds. Efforts made in this direction so far have met with 
little response. F'n l'es vary from occasional advertisements by 
owners of vans of uncertain vintage to take people to see tile 
snow for 4/ - to a fare of about 12/ -, from which t he t urntable, 
halt a mile below the summl \', may be reached in comfort. 

Ski-ill{/ Posslbllil/es.-Two r uns, one 140 yards long, down 
Wilich nyC ski ers can race a breast, and one short.er buL aver
aging 25 deg .. a Jumping hill on whleh jumps of 70 fee t may be 
made, a nd a toboggan run which should be ready for use this 
winter, summarise the prese n t facllltles. Both the Ski Club of 
Victoria and the Melbou rnc University Ski Club plan erecti ng 
huts this winter to cater fOI' members who wish to spend Ule 
week-end on the mountain , a nd It Is certain that these huts 
will be well patronised, and, pos."Ii bly, enlarged within a few 
years, when funds permit. 

Thousands of Vlcl.orlans who have never skied have waLched 
members or the S.C.V. practising on the slopes of Donna Buang 
and this year, when conditions are ravourable, t.h ey wlll be 
able to watch ski j umps of 60 feet. The landing ground Hattens 
out a li t tle, so that Jumps of mOI'e than 60 fecI. are liable to 
jar the competitor, but, up to that distance, t he hill is a lmost 
Idea\. A timber In-run sta rts 10 fect above th e ground, and 
novices can slide over until they gain confidence. There Is 
also a slope for beginners on the Mount Boobtalla side of the 
mounL.'lin, and classes will be held there this winter. The roads 
near the s ummit provide suitable cou rses for long-distance 
races nnd t hese will also be h eld. 

Before ma ny years have passed. ski jumping events 011 
Donna Buang will probably attmct thousands of spectators each 
Sunday and this mountain should nct as a recruiting gr ound 
for tile sport. 

Lake ]\'IOll lltnil1. 

The sununll of Lake Mountain Is 4 ,800 feet a bove sea leve l 
and there is a clea red ski i'llll on It. UntOl't.unately. the site 
chosen is far Irom Ideal, t he snow gcttlng too muc h sun, with 
the result that conditions are frequently poor. Slopes towards 
Moun t Pederation should repay Investigation, but the shock ing 
road from Marysville to the tu rn-off past Tommy's Bend and 
the Improvements elTeetcd 011 Monlll. Donna Buang have pushed 
Lake Mountain out of the picture for the present. 



18' THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SKI YEAR BOOK. 

iHuullt Hog-o llg. 

ThiS can hardly be dignified by Lhe title of n resort. yel.. 
Those interest.ed should read t he arL\cle by Mr. C. Cole In this 
book and by Mr. W. Bertram In last. year's issue. 

80,01l( lli l'h I'lains. 

A sepnrat.e article would be needed to do jusllcc to the 
Bogong High Plains, because they cover such a large area and 
provide so much scope for Interesting tours, as well as racing 
courses, with descents of 1,000 feet and more. 

Th e two principal methods of approach arc from Mount. 
Holilam towards Mount Loch. and then down to the Cabungra 
River and Irom Olen wms on the Mitta Hlghwny, an casler 
route, In that. It Is possible to take horses almost to some or 
the hnLS. There nrc eight huts 011 lhe Bogong High Plains and 
fivc others on the approaches to the Plains. The Ski Club of 
Victoria was responsible for the erection of a hut near Mount 
Cope, with wide bunks foL' eight persons, running water (from 
a spring), und more home comforts than al'e to be found In 
other hut.s. The remainder were b\lil t chiefly by cattlemen, 
who occupy them while mustering cattle which roam at. wlll 
over the High Plains dming the summer. The average accom
modation or these hut.s Is less than six persons in comfort, 

The altitude ranges from 5,000 to 6,000 feet, with Mount 
Nelse for Nelson) t.he highest l)Oi n t (G, la5 feet.) , This moun
tain would make n glorious site for a chalet, with It.s treeless 
runs and long descenLS. It Is hoped to publish next yeal' a 
separate article on t.he Bogong High Plains a nd Mount Bogong, 
but fUrther Information may be obtained from Mr. W. D. 
Bert.ram, 32 Dickens Street, Elwood, Victoria. 

c .. r. 11. Coif, 
Mt. FcalherlOI) in Spring. 

TilE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SKI YEAR BOOK. 185 

Snow Memories 
Uy U. W. Wilkinson. 

Tills is not a h istory of skl-Ing in the early days In Vic
toria. but a few reminiscences. So dates are omitted, as being 
Irrelevant and the cause of too many arguments. 

Staker's track first led us to the Buffalo Plateau-there 
was no road then. Snow stopped the horse carrying our pack 
at Carlile's. so we humped our goods to the hut, stupidly 
destroyed when the present Chalet was built nearby. We slept 
on a fence in that hut. The bunks were of wire-nettin g and 
the bedding of old tarpaulin. The guide, a wily old bird with 
one blue eye. slept on the fl oor while we three poor Innocents 
shivered on the "beds." We had yet to learn of mother earth's 
superior warmth and comfort. 

We spent. hours on snubby-nosed split pa lings, fastened to 
our feet with rope, lrylng out any safe descen ts. Wily old blue
eye got us out before dawn and we tnlClged over the site of the 
present L::tke Catanl to the Horn a nd returned via Carlile's at 
10 p.m. That blue eye was unenln g In fog or darkness. 

Tha t. first view from the Horn holds a warm place In my 
memories of mountain-top wlnterscapC6. There was no wind, 
and the frost and light snow which covered trees and rocks 
made a n Ideal foreground, gradually merging into the billowy 
waves Of rolllng clouds stretch ing to the horizon on every side. 
Their colouring, rrom sooty black to fleeciest white, was tinged 
by the rosy-pink glow of the setting s un. Piercing t.he clouds 
were t he dlst.'I. n t, sun-kissed, glistening white tops of Bogong, 
t he Alps, Wellington, Cobbler, Buller a nd company, with a 
cloudless blue sky over a ll . 

We ate up al\ our roast beef and were compelled by lack 
of food to leave the top. On the way down we struck a camp 
of navvies who were making the ro.'I.d. We bought bread, 
butter, jam and oatmeal from them and off we trudged back 
again up the nlounl.aln. 

When tucker again ran out, snow was falling heavily and 
old Blue-eye sugge.stec:1 a short cut down by the Lady's Bath. 
The Initial stages were a ser ies or slithering slides on Nature's 
tobog'gan over snow -strewn boulders sometimes yards long. 
Then the snow changed to hall, a nd , lower down. to rain. We 
got to the abode of Blue-eye, d renched and dripping. He 
handed out our d ry clothes th rough I.he window and we 
changed In full view of the public road. 

We reached Harrietvllle the same night (there were no 
motors t.hen) and slept at. a Lwo-storled pub which Is non
ex lst.ent now . Til e regular oceupant.s of the beds resented our 
IntrUSion and bit us viciously. Other J!vcstock obtained at 
this pub. which we did appreciat.e, was a stringhalted but 
otherwise perfec::t.ly good packhorse which carried our belong
Ings to St. Bernard for a modest haU-crown. 

Fortunately lor us, the lessee of St. Bernard was n mining 
enthusiast, who Carried on through the winter and worked his 
mlne on the Dargo. On the way up we saw some lyre-birds 


