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In the sUll hour approaehinG" midnight., I quleUy opened 
t.he door. The sufferer wns calmly sleeping. At each corner 
of the toot. or t.he bed was a candle sheddulg a dim rcligloll.'l 
light, and at. each candle was a kneeling figure. clad In white 
sleeping: ga rmenl.S, praying silently but so earnestly that. t.he 
opening and closing or t.he door were neither hea rd nor seen. 

But, to return to St. Bernard. I wonder whether trom the 
Twins, that grand old cornerstone of t.he Victoria n Alps back 
Of 5t. Bernard, Umt glorious picture of Australia's noblest 
mountain tops Is as wonderful as memory palnl.S It? Way 
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POltion of Lilc r(unous herd of Co.'1t.s which 
once ])rQ\'ldc<l mllk ro r the ten at St 
Bernard's HOSI)\CC and whose offsprIng SU!)-

plied "Iamb" cilOllS occ:1sI0nally. 

down 0 11 t he Dargo I wonder whether t here's a trace or old 
Joe's SpoLlcssly clean h u t, the walls o f wh ich were covered 
with pictu res from London "Punch."? He made a glganl.lc 
fruiL cake, 16 by G, by way of welcome. I wonder whether I 
would flnd. In the bath room at St. Bernard, a wombat torn to 
pieces by dingoes and foxes? Hel·e. where the Ovens gushed 
out of the earth a t iLs sou rce, I wonder whether it would give 
us another shower bat-h, about 20 degrees wa rmer In winter 
and 20 degrees cooler in summer than t he surrounding atmos­
phere? Wou ld I see a Governor of Victoria guiding the fi rst 
faltering ski-steps of his lady, she being attir ed In a skirt 
sweeping the snow? 

I wonder whether ..? It's many ycars since J was 
there. 1 nmst. 1,;0 and see again, before memory fades. 
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Mount Bogong 
By C. J . M. Colc. 

The origin of t he word "Bogong" may be traced to the 
Victorian aborigi nes. When ea rly settlers pointed to the moun­
la in, the answer was always. ·'Bogong." Inquiries revealed that 
it. LOOk Its name from the thousands of Bogon g moths which die 
on Its summit and which were a valuable source of food La the 
na tives in summer. 

IL is curious tha!., although t.hc highest. mountain in New 
South Wales has Ion!; been developcd ns a skl-Ing resort. Mount 
Bogong, t.he highes t. In Victoria, has becn neglect.ed in favor 
of other ccntres. A scheme has now bcen evolved Cor the 
development. of Bogong and has t.he npprovnl of the Ski Club 
of Victoria. It memoel's s upport. It. In the way It is felt they 
should, whal.. Is believed ~o be the finest skl- Ing terrain in (.he 
Sta te will soon be opencd up. 

I n 1928 a pa rt.y of four members of Lhe Melbourne Walking 
Club mnde the first wlntcr ascc n t. on ski, a p proaching the sum­
mit from t.he Bogon g High Plains. A brief stay was made at. 
the cairn and t.he party then returned to their base camp on 

........... 

A map showin g the va rious a llllfOOcilcs to M.L. Bogong, the highest 
mount.'\ln In Vlctorln. 
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the Big River, morc than 3,000 feet below. lL was not until 
1932 that fmthcr attention was paid to this monarch of Vic­
Loria's mountains, when another par ty of three from the same 
club approached It by a .similar route. and, afte r making a b rie r 
stay on top, passed over it and down the Staircase Spur La 
Tawol1 gn, thus compleLing t he first winter traverse. Members 
o f both parties considered that excellent ski-Ing grou nds existed 
on Bogong, 

AlLer considerable Investigation and an ascent under con­
ditions f ree f rom snow. I became firm in t he opinion Lhat. 
owing to U.s al ti tude an d bulk, it must have good skl-I ng slopes. 
Accordingly, dUl'ing the same winter (932), 1 made an asce n t 
on ski by the Staircase route, to demonstrate the shortness and 
sultnbillty ot approach and with the ultimate object ot deve­
loping a scheme to open up Lhe country for the beneflt of ski­
runners. 

From the Incept-Ion of interest in the mo untain, It was felt 
t.hat It would repay every attention given and su bsequent ex­
plorations have impr essed eac h an d every mem ber of the vo.rl­
ous pal·tles. T he presiden t of the S.C.V. (Mr. Ar th ur Sh a n ds) 
remarked that It was the nearest approach to Kosclusko co un­
try that he knew of in Victoria . and Mr. Roy Weston, who hM 
produced a fine map of the a rea, is a lso enthUSiastic a bout Ii. 

At p resent a winter stay is possible only to t hose willing to 
Ilse a grazier's hut in Camp Valley- the only accommodation 
available- and they must be familiar with the approach and 
the general outline of the country, a proposition by no mean s 
formidable. 

The prIncipal featu res of the scheme are the el'ectlon of a 
bivouac at an a ltliude of 4,800 feet, a h ut at 6,000 teet, and a 
chalet in Camp Valley, on t he eastern fall of the mountain . 
The necessary money for t he bivouac having been raised, a 
s tart has been made with Its erection , a nd It is hoped that 
this will be eompleLed before the winter seLs in. Severa l dona­
tions have been promised, one f rom a woman member being 
enr~marked fOI' the erccl.ion of sn ow-poles. Offe)'S of help in 
the ca rrying ou t of social or oth er functions have also been 
gratefully accepted. 

The building of a chaleL should not be regarded as an idle 
d ream. At present the S ki Club of Vietol'la has no "home" of 
Its own, and It undoubtedly should have one on this \lnstlr­
p assuble mOUntain. T he erection could be a rranged progres­
Sively as funds became avail able. T he advantages arc many: _ 

Recognised test courses could be provIded as a means of 
ImprovIng the strmda r d of sk i ~ ing a nd bringIn g tests into un I­
formity; the storage of equipment, hoLh club and person al: t h e 
in trocluction of a regular tran sport system to the snoW-llne: 
and, lastly, the improvem ent of t h e fellowship of the clUb. 

New South Wales ski ers contem plating visits to our resol·!..S 
will be interesLed to learn that Mount Bogong is the nearest ski­
able mountain to the border. Leaving the train at Wodonga, a 
regular car service connects with T awonga . r unning the length 
of the beautiful Kiewa Valley. 

Ii is hoped Lilat Bogong will soon be patronl':ied by our best 
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.ki runners, whose ambition should be to sample t h e slopes .for 
t.hl'lnselves. No ditl1culty will then be exper ienced in opening 
1111 t h e counLry In a manner wh ich will make It reasonably 
M'cessible a nd safe, and ensure the provision of satisfactory 
accommodation. 

Victorian Ski Races, 1933 
Ba d wcather alfected the Victorian a n d S.C.V. races at 

Mount Bulle)' during t.he first week in August a nd many events 
were never completed. Owing to a mistake among compet.itOl"s 
as to t he course. the open long-distance championship was de­
clared "no race." 

ilcsllits. 
Open Slalom ChamplonShip.- T. Mitchell (55.6, 55.4 sec.) , 

1: E. Adamson (82, 88.Sl. 2; F. Ewert (96.2, 108.6), 3; M. 
Romu ld (105.6, 102.6), 4: D. SLog-dale (75, 153.2), 5; Miss K. 
Moore (128. 102.4), 6: H . Gold by, 7: G. Austin. 8; A. Brockhoff , 
9; C. Wraith, 10; C. Davenport, II; L. Brooks, 12. 

Women's Open Slalom Cllamplonsh lp.- Miss K . Moore (70.4, 
70.2 sec.). 1: Mrs. A. Brockhoi1' (lOS. 11 1),2; Mrs. A. Vamum 
(96.4, 131) , 3: Miss R. Good (138.6,1891,4: Miss D. Tickle (197, 
171.8). 5. 

S.C.V, Long Dlst...'1nce ChampIOllshlp.- F . Ewert (100 min. 20 
sec.). 1: C. Wraith 4103. 18),2: C. Davenport (1 11.14), 3. 

Open J u mping Champlonship.- M. Romu ld (2 18.9 paints), 1: H. 
Kofler (211.4) , 2: D. Stogdale (170.7). 3; E. Adamson (102.8) ,4. 

S.C.V. J umping Championship.- D. Stagdale, 1; E. Adamson , 2. 

Evcnl .. at Moullt Donna Uua.nJ;". 
TWo slalom events were conducted at Moun t Don na Buang 

on August 27 a nd h undreds of n on-skiers from Melbou rne and 
Wa rbUl"ton saw their firs t compelitive sk l-in g. Resu lts:­

Men's SlaJom.- D. Stogdale (32!, 30 sec.) . 1: E. Adamson (37. 
41), 2: F. Ewert (34. 44H, 3. 

Women's Slalom.- Mlss K. Moore 138, 40 sec.). I ; Miss D. 
Tickie (41 , 40&l. 2: Miss K. Magill (52!, 43!) , 3. 

Wangara lta Ski Club. 
The Wangaratta Ski Club held a meeting nt· Mou nt Feather­

top 011 August 20. Resu lts:-
Open Slnloll1.- P. E. Hul l (106. 91.2 sec.), I : C. Wraith 

(101.6,104). 2; C. Davenport (1 13.6, 138), 3: L. Boyce (149.4, 
134.U). 4: E. Robinson (155. l:iU.4 ), 5: K . McDon a ld 0 77 .2, 
148.6), 6. 

Club Slalom.- P. E. H ull , 1: C. Wraith , 2: L. Boyce, 3 ; K . 
McDonald. 4. 

Opcn Downhlll.- E. Robinson (46 sec .). 1: C. Davenport (48l. 
2: C. Wraith (48.6) . 3: P. E. Hull (51), 4; L. Rollin g. 5; K. 
McDonald. 6; V. Walker, 7; E. Hoy, 8: L. Boycc. 9. 

Club Downhlll.- C. Wraith. I: P . E, Hull, 2; L. ROlling, 3; K. 
McDonald. 4. 


