
The TasDmnian Championships, 1947 
G. Chisholm (Victoria) 

"T"fHE 1947 TasmnmIln and Inter-Club 
J. events were held on Mount Mawson In 

the National Park .Thls snowfield Is In the 
south of the State. some 60 miles fram 
Hobart. The road from Hobart follows the 
picturesque Derwent River Valloy through 
New Norfolk and slmllar beauty spots In this 
fertile area.. T he ncatly laid out orchards 
and hop fields make this as pleasant. an ap
proach as anywhere In Australia. 

The road ends at Lake Dobson 3400 ft., 
and If you are lucky enough to find It clear 
of snow It Is a fast. trip from Hobart.. How
ever, during and after heavy snowfalls, you 
may only get wit.hin three or rour miles of 
Lake Dobson. 

The four go\'emment huts are situated a 
few hundred yards from the end of the road, 
and are known as Lake Dobson hut.s. They 
Rrc a good class of hut, being all timber con
struction, with accommodation for fifty l>er
sons. They are known Individua lly as "Telo
pea." ';Fagus." "Eucalypt" and "Pandann!." 
All through this lovely area you find names 
that are both strange and new. with a ring 
that appeals to you immediately. and as they 
and their glorious surroundings are opened 
to you. It Ls with a determined "1'11 be back" 
feeling that. you finally leave. 

During the Champlonshlp Meeting. those 
at. these huts were catered for by a cook and 
his assistant. All these arrangementa. and 
others you will notice later were arranged 
by the Southern Section of Lhe Tasmanian 
Ski Council, who had charge ot thLs meet
ing . .&.II those involved deserve high praise 
for the capable manner in which they car
ried out their dut ies. 
A~ the other end of Lake Dobson, 15 the 

Walking Club Hut and a half mile further 
on Is the Alpine Club Hut on the shores or 
Eagle Tarn. There are also well-built and 
well appointed huts. 

All these huts are at the root or Mount 
Mawson. whlch rises a 1000 ft. above them in 
a IItlie O,'er half a mile. TIlls 15 the only 
dLsa.dvantage of the low- level huts. as those 
living in them have th1s sUff climb each 
morning before reachlng the good ski-ing 
slopes, and the snow Is not onen good 
enough to get a good run home. For com
petlwrs In race events it 15 very trying. es-

pecially as there is very lIt.t1e shelter on 
Mawson. and a picnic lunch Is not fun for 
long in bad weather, and we had thatl 

The University Hut 15 on the tree line. at 
the tep of this cUmbo It Is the smallest hut. 
but not because of lack of energy on the part 
of the club members. as evcryth ing of. and 
in it. was carried there on the backs of these 
snow slaves. All these huts were connected 
by field telephone. which proved hlghly 
efficient. and weli-worth the trouble of lay
ing the Unes In the deep soft snow on thlS 
hea,1ly wooded slope. 

As the MeeUng was timed for a rather 
short period, an attempt WIIS made to try 
and get some events started the first morn
Ing. although the weather, as at other A us
traUan and New Zealand Meetings In 1947. 
kept getting worse. even when this seemed 
Impossible. However. the Slalom was held on 
a comparatively sheltered slope known as 
the Golden Stairs. This slope has some 400 
vcrtical feet. and an average of 35 deg. This 
seems hard to belieVe until one Icarns that 
It was cleared by an avalanche. and call see 
the way trees and bushes have been knocked 
about by other large falls o[ snow In the 
vicinity. On many slopes the Slalom sct 
would have been quite open, I\S gates were 
set wide apart and pairs well separated. 
Here. It proved too t.ight, owing to the sleep
ness of the slope which was underestimated 
during setting. 

Naylor gave a very polished display to gain 
first place. He showed sound judgment in 
not rushing thlngs. which proved the down
fall of moot of the others. 

Results of two runs were as follow6:-
1. R . Naylor 2 mlns. 11 secs. 
2. D. Wilson 2 mlns. 31 4- 5 sccs. 
3. R. Tilley 2 mlm. 33 1-5 seC!!. 

The blizzard was so bad, many competi
tors did not start, and Officials who stayed 
a~ their post. had to be thawed out with the 
help of beating fluid. The Women's Slalom 
was held WIder conditions almoot as bad, 
but on a less severe slope. The women's stan
dard is below the men's. although several of 
them only need a little more racing on 
steeper slopes, and a little coaching from 
some of tile more experienced skiers, to im
prove very rapidly. 
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Results of the two runs In the Sllilom 
were:-
1. M. Gibson min. 29 sees. 
2. N. Bunter min. 52 sees. 
3. E. Masterman mln. 55 sec.s 

As lhlngs were now getting wet In addition 
t.o everything else, the meeting was post
poned lor one month. 

The first week-end In October found II lot 
of snow gone from the exposed north faces 
lind lower slopes. but. tnnu were still fnnen, 
and Golden Stairs had II greater depth of 
snow than in August. 

On II glorious day the Downhill WIlS set. 
II mile from the Unlverslty Hut. The course 
started from the top of the RoeIway Range 
running down onto Tam Shell. ThLs gave 
about 400 \'crtlcal teet and It ..... 1l.5 decided to 
hold the race in 1,.,0 sectlons. but. owing to 
an accident to oa,'c Wilson th15 was reduced 
to one run. The snw W8.5 wet and sticky, 
and with more rocks pulling in their appear
ance than II month previously. It was with 
trepidation that the race WIlS declared on, 
even with two controls. Wilson, the first 
competitor. just mis-cued sJlghlly at !.he 
last control. and not regaining hIS balance, 
fell near the finish and met a rock. When 
the race was again started some hours later, 
a ne ..... comer to racing. 16-year-old Mark 
Wolrhngcn ...... on the e\'ent with A. very smooth 
run. and the fact that he did not once falter 
in this tricky snow, gave him the race. 

R.esults were as 
1. M. Wolthagen 
2. H. vall See 
3. R. TIlley 

11. 

Collol'.'S:-
2 mlns. 2;( 3-5 sees. 
2 m.lIUl. 251-5 sees. 
2 nuns. 262-5 sees. 

LoIII'er 

Portion of 

Downhill 

WOhlen '5 DownhilL-The Women's Down
h!11 was run on a section ot the men'B courlle 
and In similarly poor snow. After many 
warnings Itgnlnst !I. straight SChUSM. they all 
ran the course nicely under contrOl. 

Re;sults were as Col1o ..... s:-
1. M. Gibson 44 sees. 
2. E. Mastennan 47 sees. 
3. N. Wolrhagen 59 sees. 

Making the most of the good ..... enther It 
was decided to hold the jump lobe same day. 
O ..... ing to the lack of snow a Jumping hill 
was hard to find. Undeterred. and despite an 
acute shortage of judges a jump wa..s built 
with snow that would not pack and an out
run on to possibly tmum Mackenzie Tam. 

TlUy g8.\'C the best diSplay to win !.hroe 
confidem jumps at 12 and 11 metres. 

Results were as fol1ov.'5:-

1. R. TIlley 
2. M. Wolthagen 
3. R. Naylor 

..... 
11 & 12m. 142.2 
9 & 9m. 125.4 
9 & 11m. 120.4 

The Tarn proved to be sumclenUy rrozen, 
but was it wet when a Jumper fell on c.he 
out-run I 

The Langlauf was held next day In our 
famlliar August cloak of near-bliu..ard. How
ever. there were still breaks In the cloud. 
sufficient to get glimpses of the surrounding 
country. The course started along the Tam 
Shelf. which. as the name ImpUes is a shelf 
or ledge on the mountain side. varylna: In 
width from 100 yards to half a mile. The 
Rodway Range rises steeply 500-600 ft. on 
one side and there are mighty rock preci
pices falling some 700 Ct. to Lake Seal on the 
other. 



Along the four mlles thls shelf extends I.s 
a series or large and small tams and even 
a lake or t.wo. ali still frozen and enclosed 
by slopes wooded with Pencil and gnarled 
and twisted King BlUy Pines. 

The course ran over seven of these tarns 
to Lake Newdlgate, where. in a hut. of the 
same name the far control was stationed. 
ThIs is a rest hut tor the Sk.I Club of Ta!;
maniA when they are en route to their head
Quarters at Twilight Fann. a mile further 
on. Twilight Farm Is also provisioned these 
days by manpower. The energy and enthus
Iasm you meet on every band amollg tho5e 
who go to the mountalns on thls small island, 
Is, I am sure. In export quantities. 

After tumln, Newdlgate Hut the Shelf 
was left behind and the long climb to the 
top of the Rodway Range begun. Once the 
summit was gained this was follo ..... ed to the 
finish.. The wild and unexplored country seen 
through frames of broken mist from this 
section bewilders description. Unexplored be
cause of lhe dense rain forests which cover 
Its rugged ranges and peaks, King William 
Range and beautifully formed Frenchman's 
Cap out towards tbe west Coast have a par
ticularly "come hither" appeal. May be. next 
trip! 

On along the top the mcers fought the 
a"'akening bllztard, which made the track 
hard to tollo .. •. but eventually they did 
arrh'e at the 1I.nlsh In the following order:-
1. R. Tilley Ihr .. 05mlns. 
2. R. Naylor Ihr. IOmlns. 
3. E. Mills Ihr. 13mln.s. 

The Tasmanian standard of sld-Ing is Im-

The Northern Tasmanian 
Alpine Club 

O NE of the most notable features of the 
19~7 winter on Ben Lomond was the 

excellent week-end weather which prevailed 
throughout the season from June to October. 
The snowfalls. me&t of which occurred dur
Ing mId-week periods, pro\'ided plenty of 
snow of a generally good quality and the ex
ceptionally good week-end weather enabled 
members who visit the mountain from Fri
day evening to Sunday to have more skl-Ing 
hour! than are obtainable 10 most .seasons. 

When the nn;t snow Cell. Club members 

proving in leaps and bounds. Naylor and 
TUley with only hard practice and self
crit.lclsm plus a fleeting trip to the mainland 
to spur them on have shown enounnous Im
provement over the last twelve months. M. 
Wolfhagen. the younges~ ot them all, will be 
a three-event. and when age pennit&, Po four
event. man to watch in the near future. O. 
Wilson had bad luck this year, but has also 
Impro\·ed. These boys are taking the place 
ot the Tasmanians we know so well trom 
past years and should carryon the illgh 
standards and traditions set by their earlier 
State representaUves. 

WhUe Ute runs do not have the length we 
enjoy on the Mainland there is so much 
beauty in the National Park that It Is one 
place where a skier can really enjoy a tour
Ing holiday. The snow generally Is of a soft 
wet. nature, and tests your technique. but. 
as usual. ",1th snow like thls. It Is a lot easier 
to handle on the steeper slopes, and these 
are in plentiful supply and are crying out to 
be used. The rocks that abound everywhere 
rather like Buffalo, are something of a men
tal hazard. and It takes a willie to become 
accustomed to them. 

Thus ended a most enjoyable trip tor me. 
a newcomer to these reilons. The congenial 
hut I1fe. the spontaneous welcome that is so 
natliering. the new and world famo1J/.l 
scenery, nIl make a climax in snowland en
Joyment. I can recommend the dose to any
one on the mainland In need of a change of 
snow scenery among a community of snow 
folk who will do their utmost to help you 
have a good time. I am certainly going back. 

• 

were working against time to 1I.nl5h further Club lIut on Ben Lomond F. Smithies 
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addlUons to the Summit Hut. The full pro
gramme was not completed, but a new men's 
bunk room accommodating ftft.een was made 
ready for use, a work room was sumclcntly 
advanced to be used for storage purposes, a 
new internal water supply was provided, and, 
finally, despite the raging of a blizzard, a 
new roof window was fitted in the Women's 
room. The work is being continued t.his year 
and It Is hoped that. in addition to complet
Ing what has already been commenCed. the 
Summit Hut wllI this winter have added to 
It a new food and fuel store and a motor 
house containing an electric Ilghtlng plnn,., 

The Club conducted n very successful 
series of competitive events during the 
season, the results beIng:-

Jum p Championship: R. R. Viall, E. O. 
Mills, H. L. von see 3. LangJa uf Ch nmpion
ship: E. D. Mills 1, R. F. TUley 2. Sl:I iom 
Cha mpionship: R. F. TIlley 1, R. W. Naylor 
2, H . L. von See 3. Downhill Championsh ip: 
R. W . Naylor 1, H. L. von See 2, S. R. Tilley 
JIlr. 3. Sla lom Handicap: T. Oiles, S. TUrn
bull 2, S. Anderson 3. DownhJU Ha ndicap: 
S. V. Tilley I , R. R. Vial 2. C. French 3. 
WOlllen 's Downhill a nd Slalom : A. Godfrey
SmUh 1. D. Rolph 2. Novice R:we: C. French 
1. D. Smithies 2. 

In the Tasmanian Championships held at 
National park, Club members obtained good 

The Alpine (;100 of 
Sou.he rn T:lsmanJa 

T HE close of lhe 1947 season completed 
the second year of the Club's e:'tistence, 

In which Lhe Club's position has been fur
ther consolidated by the hard work and en
thusiasm of members. Continued work on 
the Club's chalet at Eagle Tam has in
creased comfort, while the financial position 
has improved considerably. 

Snow conditions in the Mt.. FIeld Ranges 
were excellent. The Club chalet was used to 
capacity during the winter and members 
made many ski t.ours among the snow moun
tnlns or the National Park. 

The Club team competed In the Tamanian 
Ski Champlonhlps at Mt. Mawson, but were 
outclassed. Efforts will be made to build up 
a younger team for future events. 

In December. when the snow had receded 
to higher elevations members turned thei r 
attentions to cutting a ski track up the 

ll6 

result.<; and the Club Team succeeded In re
taining the Inter-Club Trophy. Two of the 
Club's members. R. W. Naylor and R. F. 
Tilley, competed in the Victorian Open 
Championships at Mt. Hotham very success
fully; in the Slalom Naylor was first and 
Tilley fifth. In the DownhUi Tilley second 
and Nnylor third and In the combined re
sult Naylor was second and Tilley third. 

In 1947 Ben Lomond was proclaimed a 
Reserve under the SCenery Preservation Act. 
and the Board appointed to administer the 
area is taking a grent Interest in the future 
development of the mountain. It Is expec
ted that publlc accommodation for both day 
visitors and those making longer visits will 
soon be avaIlable at the tree-line and that 
the long hoped for road mlght soon be pro
vided. The building of two or three miles of 
road required wlll bring ski-Ing on Ben 
Lomond within Ii hours of Launceston and 
4 hours of Melbourne and wlll make possible 
the development that this fine snow-field 
deserves. 
Office Bearers 1 9"7-~ 8. 

President.: C. K. Stackhouse. Vice-Presi
dents: E. D. }.filis and F . Smithies. Honorary 
Secretary: R. O. Hall. Honorary Treasurer: 
Stanley V. Tilley. COmmittee: O. C. McKin
lay, W. F. Mitchell. E. H. Smith, H. L. \'on 
see and R. Vial. 

Newdl,ate Pass 
P . Canning 



hea\'lly wooded east face of Mt. Mawson 
from Eagle Tam 3600 feet to the University 
Club Hut at ·UOO feet on Mt. Mawson. This 
Involves a considerable amount of work as It 
Is necessary to clear a path tJl.rough dense 
bush and huge boulders. When com
pleted the track will rise 500 vertical feet In 
about half a mile. This t rack will be an 
amenity thl'lt will be appreciated by all ski 
runners as the existing route to Mt. Mawson 
up the "Colden Stairs" can be most un-

pleasant under icy condlUons, not. to men
tion the danger of hitting a tree when 
descending. Memben look forward to fast 
and safe wood-runnmg this coming season, 
now that the hazards are being removed. 

Members are grateful to Mr. Fred Wilkins, 
one of the leading professional ski Instruc
tors In Eastern Canada, for tultlon during 
the year which hns resulted In a consider
able Improvement In the standard of skl-Ing. 

JWJlltiJlg - Revised F.I.S. Principles 

of Judging 

Judring. 

T HE whole geneml Impression given by a 
jumper (rom the start to the finish of 

his jump, is to be t.aken Into consideration 
when awarding marks. Fundamental points 
to be considered In the award of style marks 
are: a correct. well controlled carriage of 
the body. slcadinCS!i In all parts of the Jump, 
boldness In the actual spring. in the air and 
on landing. 

A Jump Is considered to have been a 
standing one when the competitor has 
passed from the alighting ground to the out
run In a truly balanced position. All other 
Jum\>s shall be considered as falls. It will 
also be reckoncd as a tail If the Jumper. In 
order to keep balance. touches the s now or 
his skis with onc or both handS. 

If there should be nny doubt as to whether 
a Jump Is a standing one Of nol. the decision 
&hoUld be made by a majority ot votes of the 
judges and the ChieC Distance-Recorder. 
lUC3s ure Lenrt h of Jump. 

Measuring tape made of metal registering 
metre! shall. prior to the compeUtlon, be 
affixed to the upper edge of the Take-off, 
and shall be &tretched down thc alighting 
ground. Lengths w11l then be Ilegged out on 
each side of the alighting ground with 
special s igns at every ave metres. 

The length of a "'jump is to be meaSllrtld 
from the upper edge of the take-ot'! to the 
middle ot "the landing." 1n other words at 
the middle polnt. bet ..... 'e(!o the feet or the 
jumper when he touches the ground. 

Resul ts. 

Tv:o sets of notes shall be recorded for 
each jump, one consisUng of style marks, 
the other length marks calculated In accor
dance with the length of each jump. In 
each class the longest &tandlng jump shall 
receive 20 marks. The marks ot the other 
jumps of all compeUtors shall be determined 
In accordance with the tables provided. 
Should the Jumper fall. 10 marks are to be 
deducted. from the distance marks, so that 
any jumper who Calls can only receive a 
maximum of 10 distance lIUlrks for that par 
ticular jump. Should the starting point be 
altered during the competition, the longest 
standing Jump from each starting point and 
of each class win receive 20 marks for dis
tance. 

The total marka &hall be calculated In the 
following manner: 

(A) The combined mark ot each jump shall 
represent the style mark and the dis
tnnce mark added together. 

(B ) The final mark of a competitor on the 
table of any judge shall represent the 
total of the marks for each jump given 
by that judge. 

(e) The fi nal nlark of a competitor shall 
represent the total of the final markll 
of all the Judgu. 

If tWQ M mMe competitors get the 
same points, they shall have the same 
place on the omclal list of re!uJts. 
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