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Tragedy Averted
on llen Lomond
(Tasrnania)

R. R. \r ial

l \URING the  Tashan 'an  champrorL \hr r ,
.|JmerDrg lasr l.e.r €rents sho(ed rhar
ther€ l5 slishr danser of getrhg lost in ih€
sno\. Drovided not oDe Dantcs_tbc lGr or

The chahpionsnLjls Fere held on BeD
Iamond In mld-August. Ben Inmord j6 a
plateau 30 mties tuom Iaunceston aDd is
lectdngular rn shap+four mtles by eight
mrtes tr exteDt. The sides are precipitous
and h rhree places only are there reasolabte
appioacbes to the high siouDd. otr r.p ihere
ale rallets and Deaks {htch in *,iDter are
covcred s,rh snoE up to ihlriy feer ir deptll

lrees qhatever, The highesr
poni on the plaieau (and ln Tashania) is
Legge T0r-5160 ft.. and tt vas oD ihe slopes
of tbis peak thit ihe rsc€s we.e beins held.

On the aftern@n ot Saturdat, ]?th Aug,
usr, a iarae parry ot skiers *ere pracustng
ror thc slalom on the euth-eastem slopes
when the *eathei began to detertoriare. the
slld tncreaing ald dririDg clouds dosn oD
the peaxs. Th\ i6 mst unusual Be!
Lomond ls kno{! as "the tsir$eathcr mouh-
tal!"-so most skiers, sho r€re lghily ctad.
commenc€d lo returD to the huts. Thefe are
hvo huls in the vicinity or Lesse Tor ih€
Northem Tasmanian Alprne Club,s MoDds
Memo.hf Hui. and a hur belongins ro in-
diytdudl hembers of.the ctub. knom as
"Chateau Dumit.bDitl." Thc latt€r is on
oiblio Peak, adjaceDi to I4cge Tor and the
neer end oi the snow pole line, and the
Monds Memorial llut i6 about 300 yard6
away on the pole Une {hlcb leads ofl the
plateau and to a iuliher N,T.A.C. hui "car!
V,lla.' The skieru tulned west froh their
Dractlce slope tlll they reached tbe pot€ tine
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dnd rben foltos€(i it ro rhe hut theJ {anr€d.
In so dotrg. hoseler. Dant seDt dsrra! nl

lhe uDusual la.k of lisibility, A coun! ot
heads before diDDer at Chaieau Dumitch
miU and Monds Memodal IIut rthey arc
llnk€d by telephone) showed lhat t{o {e.e
hisslng. althoush thei! packs were jn rbe
huts. They {ere Don Smiih (30) aDd R.r
Pelham (23) both of Eobair and memb€rs
or the Sorthern Tasman,a! Alpirre Chrb
Both were competent skje6 and Smilh had
some knosledse of rhe hounrain. es he had
rErt€d Ben Lohond often. lr sds kDosn
ihey had wiDd jackets. so the only action
taken 6! tirai stag€ was io place beacon
lights Dear the huis. Chateau Duhitchmill
has a wlnd driven etectric lishting plani. rbe
pfop€ller ol which sas haktng E tatr rolume
oI sound tr rlle sthd rt ws tholaht rhis
should a.t as a gride also.

B:i 9 pm. there {as still Do slgr oi rhe
mi$iDg skl.ls In case ihey should hale
lollo\red rbe pole lnre to the oiher hur. -cau

Villa. a pa t stied the tqo mil6 there in
semi-bltzzard conditions add r€turred $iih
out news of thcm. serious concern {as felt
at ihls stag€. the danger being ibat iher
migtrt tfy and get io the shelter oi tbe trees
off the Dlaieau and come to harm on ihe
plectlitlous sldes siih their 1000 rr. sheer
drop. Sone couNeled general search Darti€s
forth$j1h. but dre Ract.s Co!@iltee Msel!
decided that (b€ risk oI losing the $ar.hers
ss l@ great. -{ccordingly a smell party of
the host experiened skiers searched the
ksge Tor-Giblin Peak srea, but unforrun
at€ly wlthout lesutt. Trris pariy had coD-
slderable dlilculty in rel@attng th. huls

Full p.eparatloDs we.e ihen made tor a
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s4ersr *arctr ttle next dey. Partie ol stlers
aDd tnelr equipment werc orssni*d for the
prat€au, ed plans tuUsted for poUce md
pubUc aistance to sea.cb the loqer cround,
eittl rcFott ceDhes, rir€res€ and t€lephone
comuic5tion, meauca,l help, End so on,

lhe lst morDiDg the wsther pas noi
qutie s bail, as ther€ Fere occaslon4l brea&s
tn the cloud but, i! gderal, conditloG p.o-
b&€d to be Do b€tt€r. whUst the various
parties were couectha theil g€ar, oDe slder
EeDt io IEgge Tor sith binocdars to t.L€
advobtsae ol any nohenisy tmp.oveEut
in visibilify. Thele he m€t Sblth and Per-
h.m ed a$isted thenr back to ihe hui.

I1E nigtrt b€foE the tqo Eobari men had
sfaded back to ttre Monds MeDdisI Ilut
snghtly b€fore the otbers, buf in ihe brd
visibility bad lased tluouah the pol€ line.
RearbrEs *rat ttrey had goDe too f8r ihey
rehaced thei. tlucks and tried acain with
tu better succes. While dayright EEaiDed
they contjrued tr]dng to trrd the loles but
they could *e orily a iew yr.ib, due to fog
aDd d vib8 sDow. At dusk they rtreat€al

Iropora ol Nor.nern T!.Dnd!r

'|{llE siDt€r of 10{6 prouded tbe heevist
L soP klom otr EeD Lodond since tlle

club begaD opemttoDa oD the moetsiL
Ski-idg snop wEs arailable liih rlt Jlne
ut ddstDes and laise {tlifts vere siil
rflDg at ihe end of Janudy. Eovever, ihe
unpleasDt peather aDd frequent sowfalls
duinA the e&rly months sliouly restlicted
skl-ing activitis. Solrle ld€ of the snow
cobditioE cm be gauged trd the rlamge
done to tne odglDsl *ctlon of the sullEit
IIut tbouah presue qelted by glaclal
sction Fhich, arihough relieved by r tEnch,
was stiu GufrcieDt to moye the rc&r about a

A lull nchg progx@e eG held dudna
the season @d ttE Tsmanlan ohahpion-
ships (of which a relolt AppeaE els€ebde)
were a]3o held on BeD lrobord- Tlre result
of tlle crub reca eere as lolloPs:-

Downbll ChsDpioship:-E. D. Mills 1, R.
Naylo! 2. n, l' Mit4hell 3.

tlsd@p:-S, Tiner Jrlr. l, E. F. Sbiih 2,
s, v. Tilley 3,

SlaloE Ctraapiochip: R- Naylo! I, R. F.
Tiley 2, g- L, von Aee 3.

out ol irE qhd to the lee srde of IEsse Tor,
near the sltehooa's practice slop€-

ApprectnilDg ihe dangeG of fandertng
about, they dug a hole in tlre sow vtth the
h€els ol their ski and, tslna bl@ts of sboe
s waUs ud ttreir skl sd moie snow 6 a
r@f, illey made 3n eff@tfte shelter. one
skl ws lell upight outslde 6 a ltarEe! Io.
sesrch parties. During the r{sbi tlrer t&k
iuns to slep as they wqe awaE of th€
rhk8 of sleping in sow pifbout poper
equillnebt. They bad just cpt out of their
shelt€! on fte forb$lns EoEiDg rhe! they
pere sen by ihe *archer on the ToL Nat-
uaUy they eere @ld and tlred, but th€y
suffered no s6iou m efiect6, and Rere sn
reviv€d by wdmt\ masssse and suitabr€
food. This wa6 supenised by the do.ror pre-
st for the 4ciDg-

The lesoh wl'lch tbts stlesed lo an those
or ttD mouDtain was lhe lapo €nce of
cax! and roeical actioD by botlr tlro€e lci
and the searche.s. Panic activitJ' by either
coutd have qulte flFily tumed tNs ircidetrt

Hrndicap: s. Tilley. Jnr., 1, E. II. smiih

Lsnglal]J ChahpioGbtp: Er. F, riuey 1,
Il. D. Mills 2, R. Naylor 3.

Il&ndicap:-R- F_ ?irtey 1, E, D. M b 2,
F,, Naylor 3.

JMp Champlochip;-F,, R. Vlal 1, R- F.
TUley 2, E. D. M[]6 3.

Novice Race:-Sbirrey Aiuey 1, c. snlth

On 1sl DeceDber a Ski-iDg Calnivar
proved a very succstul dp€limeDt:6ne
weather, lat and pienttfr! sov, the lancy
di66 wom iD sone of the events, &U com-
biied io lrovide a true cmival $irit.

Ttre meEbeship @ntinus it6 slow, bui
steady, incre6e: the nmbe! no{ G 111.
Members are kept l! il6e! touch eith Club
actinue5 by e ndthly Ee\r! sbeet published
uder the naEe of the "Bd I-obond Bul-

Dulng the yeu a nuEb€! of PreMnt
@iel iuctiois f@k place. h May a Wel-
colre Eome Diuei was teDdeled to ex-
seni@ membeft s ttre SisLs of the Plesi-
detrt, Mr, c. K. afackhous, The Amuar
Dimer md plesDtatio! of iropbies, both
Tasmntan sd olub, w8s held itr NoveDber.



on thts @c6toD the hrer-club Tropb]-. a
rhree ioot blackwood Ski, $as prernred to
thc club by the Presid€Dt ol rhe 'Iashantan

congratulatlons !rc extended ro vice-
Preside.t F. Smiihles. O 8.E.. on tlre lroDour
.onferred upon hlm bt $.M. the Knrs.

Th€ clubs secre(ary, R. G. Hall, Nas sel
comed on his rctudr lrom aclirc serricr Nith
tlie R.AA.F. The Club is indebi€d to C. R
Smith and E H. Smith for acting as secre-
txries dulirlg his absence abroad.

The sleady glowih of the club and the nr-
creasing d€mand for accommodutjoh hare led
!o ler a.otirer extenslon ol the summit $ut.
A large rooD, a hab s domitory and a $ork-
room are being ddded at presert when
compt€red th€ buildlng. \rhich vill rlr.n pro-
vide rccomodaiioD 10r 30, wiLl be knoNn as
thu Mond! Memoriat chalet, in hoDou. ol
thc Clubs first President. lh€ late C. F

ColMunjcations are also imDrorurs. A
t ihber  h i l l i l s  cohDant -sh ich  hus  b€€D
oDe.atiDg jn the are8. has ertended ttre .oad
.lroui a dl€ trp thc moudiaiD conseqle.tlt
tlre distance ffom .trN i! les thaD i\ro nrilcs

The -llpine l lul, of
soulhcrn T.rsrr|ani:r

The bcst sDoN in lilnrg memor! i[ this
Island cme ro a close jn mid,JaDuart, 194?.

ol srx moDths ol nr$r-class

Thc Dasi year hus seer lhe coml'cl.ion ol
rhe clLrb chaler ot Eagt€ Tar!. sirualed at
An .ltitude of 3.600 fcct lnder rhe east.rn
shoulde. oi l,lt NIarsoD in Ih€ \otional
P.rk. The consrrucrion ot rbis coDmodious
lro-.oomcd chalet $as had€ possible by lhe
.nihusiasm of au members (ho back-Dackcd
ilmber and €quiDmcDt a dbtance ol on€ mile
1rcm tb€ roadhcad at Lake Dobson, oiieD
undcr adreEe coDditioDs of sno{, faiD and

In the Tasoanian slri chamDiorBhips at
Betr LnoDd the club team raced oeditably,
nnishing second to lhe Northern Tasmanlan
Aldne ctub. Ai ihls meetins the club lost
rhe serrices of t{o membeis or thc team
ihrough a miMdveDture on ihe night pre-
cedins the nces vhen Mr D, Smirh, the
club p!€sident. and Mr. R. Pelhah Bere be-
Diahted at 6,100 feet in a serere bli@rd.
Th€ Iesson oi the Cleve Cole fragedy on Mt.
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ro rlr. club chalet 14000 lr.) Ilom $hich
pojnt ihe .emaining t{o hiles to the Suhhit
Hut (5000 {1.) are nom&lly corered on ski
It is hoped that tbe lromlsed covernmenl
road *lll smn be an accomplished fact, !1
least, as lar 4 the chaler. once again rh.
qustioD ol telepbone comunication lrds
been coDsjdered. Durilra the State Champ-
ionshiDs a tel€phoD€ line Rls opeEted b€-
tven the Sumit }Iul a!!d a prieate bu! on
lop ol the mountatn and Droved extremelt
userul Eo$ever, a uDk js bedlt needed be-
t*een the Sumhit Hut and tbe Chalet dnd
ereD ro the seitlement at ihe f@t ol the
hourtailr Affer careful coroid€ration of thc
leceD! experimenrs of the s.c.v. qitb sir€-
l€ss telephony. d aDplicstion is being ddde
to tbe PMal s Depa{metri ior a lice.se to

Durhg the year ihc Clubs omce-bearc$
*er as lolloss: Pr.sid.Dl. C. K. Stack-
bousei vir€ PresideDts. F smithi€s. oB.E.
and E D lljlls: IIon Secretart. R. G. Hsll
ron acrife serricer; AcllDg-secretary. c. R
smnh and E. II. smithi !lon. Tredurer, S
V. Tilleyi comitt€e H L. ron see. w. F
Mirchell c R. smith, s. Mdry and R. Gra!.

BosoDs (ss $.ll tearnt ^!d lhe! dus nr be-
for. thrv becsme exhaust€d and survired
Ihe.,ghr. escaping $tth lrost-bitlen leer

The exDerienc€d Northeh T6manian Al
plne Club lcam iaughl us lessns in racrrg
technique whjch {ill not be iorgott€D at the

ID Ore late sDflng hember
nr beilrs able to fecrive nrsruction ilom
canAdian risito.s. nrclL,dibg rhe sell-klosD
irstucto. Ra! CohDton ol the Cf,'pr.ss Ski
club, vrncouler. B.c. Th€ Roruger lech-
Dique, beloled of Cabadians. has tak€n r@t

The sno$ mouDtaiDs ol the Nalional Park
area hare giveD membcrs ampl€ scope to
tndulge ln ski boutatneernrg and toulng.
Asents or Mr. Field West and the subsiduary
raDges haye left memo.ies of sbhine aod
srorh {hlch add zcst to antlclpatiols ot the

oficers of the Club are -Plesidert. M..
D. Shtth. 34 DlrnyrDe Rd., Ilobarti Vice-
Plesident. Mr. L. Saunders. Csmpbell Sr..
Ilob3.t: Hon- Secretary, Mr. B. C. Jobst n.
Toen tl6ll. Eobart; captaln. Mr. w. Hamil-
ton. Fltaoy Place, Hoba.l.


