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MOUNT RUI'US.

TASMANIA

By D. \lartin

flUMATIC lactors t€ndine lo destroy sDow in Soulbern Tasmania ar€ those pro-
v ducing warm rahs rrom the easL and norlh-eest., while mosl. of the strow
com€s wlth mtarctlc depressions with wlnd from the west to south-west. lhe
easterly rains q,hlch spoil so much of the snow on Mount Weuineton, near the
coast, s€ldom penetrai€ far lnland, while north-west rain ls more seneralr thousb
it appears to do less daDage ln western arcas. Snowfall is generally heavier
towards lhe centie ot the island than in the south-east.

Tbe snow mountains lie between four and fire thousand feet, which ls too
low to escape tbe warm rains above. Skiers are forced by the snow-gums or to
the bleaker slopes to obtain open soins. Country over 4,000 ft. is very broken
and Jsgged and not sunciently contlnuous to pmvid€ good shelter. rtru long
Slopes are rare, and st€ep slop$ have no out-n]n.

The opening ol the West Coast road from Uobart to Queenst qTl bas made
more accesible the EroDtains nearer the centre of the island away from the
warm coastal minq and, whlle most of these are too rugged, a few ar€ promislng,
particularly Mount Ruius, which is at th€ southem end of Lake St. Clalr Scenic
Reserv€. Ruius was nlst Faversed on ski ln 1933, when sevenl partles mEde the
ascent from the West Coast Road (see A.S.Y.B., 1934). They skied only on the
south slopes, which are exaduel, providing long easy ns, but not suincient to
abaw sklers reedarly away trom the more acc€ssbre mountalns. Eoweva, the
alrscovery last season of ste€per snow Slopes on the east lace of the mountair
brings MorDt Rulus back lnto prominence, particrlarly ln view of the notabre
lack of racing slop$ ln South€rn TssmaDia. There is E long sentle slope of about
I mUes to the West Coast Road, a very steep and and impracticabte slope to the
west, and st€ep slopes to the north ard east- the eastern slope provides some-
thing all too nre in Southern Tasmania, a smooth 30 deg. Slope of ?00 ft. drop
from 4,500 ft. q,ittr an out-run on to a small slacial plain. Given reasonable
snow, lt would appear possible to obtain a downhill mcecourse oI 700 ft, by com-
bining the desc€nt with a small amount of travels€. Ttre mall1 snow wirds
coming from the west to south-west deposit their snow ratber weu on this slope
which is atso sheltered.

Mount Ruf s rnsy be approached easuy from elther Fergusson s Camp at
c)'ntbia Bay by a new hack ol about four r es, or flom beyond the Navarre
River Brldge on the West Coast Road, over gene.ally open going for sbout eicht

In the forBe! case, a four loot tlack of €asy grade ses from tbe Lake at
2,400 ft. At Fesent the back is rather too na$ow for comfortable skl-ins, but
could readily be improved. The latter route Ls consideluble loDg€r and dislant
lrom a base camp, but ls quite easy going.
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Ii is !'orth noting here thai tirere is sood accommodation at the Derwent
Bridge Hoiel, 4 miles by road from the Lake, while FersNsoD's Camp at the Lake
itself suppljes beds ih perhaneDt tents and board of a most generolts kind. The
liews lrom the summit are magnificeili. To the west oDe looks across a 2,000 ft.
Sorge and Lakes Undine and Dixon io Mount Gell, with Frenchman's Cap and the
westerD Ranses in the background. To lhe norNh the jaeCed mass of Husel and
'trhe peaks oi ihe st. clat Reservei io the e:sf to Mount Olympus and Lake si.
Clairi to the south-east, down the vaUey oi lhe Derwent, to Mount welhrston at
Eobart (100 miles distant) and to the south the Rasselas Va11ey aild the King
William Ranges. Using Fergusson s CaDp r3i hours fron Hobart by car) as a
base, it is possible to do one and a hall days ski ins in a week-eDd lrom l{obari,
but beiore ii can be used to advantage, hut accommodation at 3,800 ft. aDd an
improved track are Decessary. Plais for lhese are already nr haDd.

SPRING SI([-TNG, II'-AILTTIPU

By H. R. Vigley
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ai evelything iu genenl and planes, ski-in-p, darkness, and Eh in particular
are heard above the idlins moior while the party is awaiting enoush lieht to take
off. Dayiight shows thick mist right dowD to the deck, and 8.30 sees the party
still waithg. At 8.44 a.m. a microscopic patch of blue sky is observed by oDe as
he turns over in his sleepi 9 a.m., and, as sone consciousness retuuN, the party
fiird themselves and a loi of seneraL ski ing equipmeDt mixcd up iD the cabin
and flying half bUnd up ihrough the misi. Thus lhe departure of G. Pryor, H. l-
Hunter, I{. Coxhead aDd H. R. wisley. of the Tasman Ski Club, on a trip io
QueensLown, where tales tiave been iold oI snor! and ski jDg countrJ oD the crom
RaDse (Cro*n Tops). which is unsuryassed.

Once abore the ctouds the sm shone and earlier statenehis regarding each
other's parentase !.ere retracted. The course folloved a line over the plains to
the sno$'covered Eunter's tlills, vherc the mist was left behind. across the
waitaki Gorge, then on io the DuDstan Range, ?.000 odd ieet. This ranse would
have gr.at possibilities as a skj-ilrg cenlre if it was more accessible; its long snowy
slopes look most altractive fron the af. From this poht huDdreds of Diles oi
the SouLhern Alps $ere visible, the hisher peaks Cook, La Perouse, Seiton, and
peaks of the Landsborough slandiug ont well, $hile closer ai hand the icefalls
and rock laces ol Aspiring and Earnslau were clearly visible. With ihcir charac
leristic shades oI milky blue and greeu. Lakes Wanaka, Ha\rea, ohau, Pukaki and
Tekapo helped to build up a panorama vhich would be hard to cqual. Another
i)alf hour of flying took the plaile close orcr Lake WaDaka, Cardrona Valley and
tire Crown Ranse. and afto losins hcisht and circlins Queenstown a landing
was Dade at FrankLon. ivhere the party rvere wel.oned by Mr. T:rtton, soutliand
6ki Club, A. G. Wiglel, oI the Tilsman Ski Chtb, add membe$ oJ the newly
iormed Quecnstown winter sporis club.

The Ncather was perfeci and ii seemed hardly possibie, drivirs alons the
shore of Lake lvakatipu io Queerstown, thal we wcre ehgased on a ski irg ex-
pedition. The doubts of some as to ihe accessibility of snow were soon allayed.
ior durins the 2o-minuies'trip by car to the Skippcrs Saddle, abou! 3,000 ft., it
was see[ that everything prohised was to be fulfi1ted. AlthoDeh il was the eDd
of September a shori climb of only 15 or 20 miDrtcs brought ihe party to the
€dge of the snow, and above, for nearly 2,500 feet to CoroDet Peak, stretched un-
dulating slopes varyins from 0 to 40 degrees-slopes to put joy iD th€ heart oi the


