
Tasmanian Ski -iog Grounds 

By G . T . F . Cha l)man . 
lion . Secre t.,ry, S.C. of Tas mania. 

Potcnt!allt.!cs, as an economist. would say, are possibly 
the most. sB. llent. thing abou t Tasmanian ski-In!; at pre
sent. However, this must not be taken as a reflection 
against. lhe Is landers, tor i t seems universall y true that 
t he popularity of a recreation varies directly with the ease 
of Indu lging In It. less a certain f actor accounted ror by 
lack of novelty or p rejudice. Now, In both H obar t and 
Launccslon, genera l sporLing conditions arc particularly 
good, and easy of access, while, on account or the fo rt tllHl.t:.e 
l ocation of t hese towns, they a lso enable yachting, fishi ng. 
shooting, and walking devotees to have wider opportunities 
than lIsual. It will be seen, therefore. thaI. Lhe compara~ 
tlvely sma lJ number oC city dwellers arc widely dlssemln~ 
alert 111 their pastimes, far more SO t.imn In large towns 
where s uch sports are considerably more expensive and 
difficult of attainment. It is this pletho ra of other spor t., 
a nd no~ the lndlfrerence or the people. lhat accounts for 
the negleet. of the snowfields : and It. is fairly certa in that 
T asmanian sk i ~ing will con tinue to suITer from t il ls same 
effect until easy and quick access Is more generally avail
able to the snow country, 

Fl'Om the above remarks, the rell.der wlU gather that. 
It Is not correct to gauge the possibili ties of the Isla nd's 
skl~ll1g by the small number of ski runners, nor, for the 
matter of that. by their standards: and by rather em~ 
llhaslslng this point the wr iter hopes t hat prospecll vc 
vlsltol'S will not be deterred by the sma llness o f t he n umber 
ot local peopl e really wedded to the spor t, 0 1' by the nb~ 
se nce of winler hotels a nd accom moda tion houses liS at 
Kosciusko, Bu ffalo, Buller, Hotham and other main land rc~ 
sorts, To~day T:uillluninn skl~ing trips :\I'e synonymous 
with sem l ~campi ng conditions, a nd, since the acconuno
dation huts nrc good, tourists should be well suited by the 
ch ange. 

The State's mountains Illay roughly be divided Into two 
classes, from a s nowcr a CL point o f view, U-le detached and 
Individual rangcs and mountains, chiefiy In the south and 
west, and the connected h ighlands and peaks of t he cen
tral plateau , Wh ile access to the plateau and the fishIng 
lakes is easy, good roads lead ing to both ends o f The Oreal. 
Lake, it Is not of m uch use at present. for the ridges 
a round the Lake arc low and unsuitable. La ter on, no 
doubt, mutters will improve, when b ranch roads give easy 
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a pproach to the good snows further west, as at Rugged 
MountaIn, The road to the north end of tbe Lake Is ccr~ 
talnly of much more advantage, since it enables Launceston 
skiers t.o get practice around Pine Lake, a two and a haIr 
hour's ru n bringing one to snow, which, if not o f the most 
desirable extent and slope, affords good chances for week~ 
end pmcllce a nd Sunday trips. In t he westcrn section, 
however . far better conditions prevail. but snarer's huts 
and hunter's tracks arc the only ways and means now 
a vailable, 

In spite of this, the Tourist Bmeau have now control 
o f two 80mHI mIning huts on the Pelion Plain, an excellent 
site for an exploring base, for the snowfields of the numer~ 
ous and hn l>ol'tanL mountains set closely around . Pelion 
Huts nrc 2,800 f t. In altitude, while Ossa and Pelion West 
rise to about 5,000 ft. , and these and adjoining mountains 
alTord very fine ridges and 8101)eS, so that when roads re
p lace the thIrty mile pack track, it is possible that this 
country will become the most I>opular In the l sland , 

Further to lhe west. but stili connected by high eO\ln~ 
try. one finds the Barn BlulT~Cradle Mountain system, and 

, Itt ~el llnaun 

I liebe rt 1 4100f'. 

CHART OF T ASr.f ANI A'S CII1EF SNOW MOUr.~A1NS , 
With HelghlS above Sea Lc,'el. 

N, B ,_'n H! Arlllllr !Ind f'ranklnnd ftnngcs ar e nOL re
comm ended buL !Ire Included as or conslderable extent , 
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a snug litUe accommodation ch a let in the Cradic Valley 
(3.050) is available. Cr ad le Valley Is connected by road to 
the North Coast railway and towns, but the lnst twelve 
miles of the route arc unsuitable for motors, visitors going 
by horse conveyance, wh ich can get within n mHo of the 
cha let in winter. Although not the best of centres In It
self, Cradle Valley forms a base for attac ks upon t he belter 
snows and slopes around it, the somewhat battered Lake 
Win dermere Hu t seven miles away (3.500) being well 
situated for a tour. 

Regarding the other northern mountains little can 
authoritatively be slated, as they have not yet been properly 
Investigated from a skl-in g point of view. but It seems 

PllotO. by Benttie. 

The Cent!'!!! South -enstCl"n Section o f the 'l'asrnanian NllUorml 
Park. photogr'nphed nUel' a thow from the !'lummi! of MOUIH 
Field East a nd looking nt the Mnwson-RocIwny Range . Mount 
Field west is over' t he Rodway Rnnge on t he sky- line In the 
I'IS llL corner. Lllke FenLOn is sunk below the ridge edge bellind 
the open moors in the middle roregt'OIlIld . Mount Field West 

Is about seven miles d lslnnL 1\5 the crow flies. 

ce rta in that there are several sites that wil l prove to be 
serious rivals to National Park when once thcy are opened 
up. Ben Lomond 15, 160), the highest mountnln In the 
State, is not recommended, as it has rather a na t top and 
Is generally unsatls ractory. 

The majorIty of the southern ranges are beyond the 
pale of civilisation. and thus some excellent mountains, 
such as the Denlsons and t he Snowles, are impracticable, 
except to experIenced campers, prepared Cor hard ca rry 
Ing, Again, others like La Pcrouse, Ada mso n's Peak and 
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the Hartz a l'e close to the sea. and thereby affect.ed to 
some extent. so that. while they have promising slopes and 
receive good falls, they are not comparable with the in~ 
land ranges of National Pa l'k. I n consequence they have 
not rccciv<'d much attention, alLhough a good hut Is avail
able on t.he Hartz system. Mt. Wellin gt.on, at Hobart. Is 
also adversely affected by t he sea, and, wllile frequently 
atTordlng good practice and tourIng conditions for some 
months, should not. be regarded as a complete ski -Ing cent.re, 
its great vir t.ue lying in Its proximity to the town; for half 
an hom's drive to the Springs 12.480) and an hour's walk 

Pilato. by DennIe. 

K. Col. f rom l h e western tace 01 Moum MaWson , Tnsmanilln 
Nallonnl Pa r k. wlUl Mount 1'-'1eld WCSL rilling away to tile r igll t, 

a nd the Bellon BClcllcr Valley In foreground . 

o r less than two miles brings one to the top ridge of the 
mountaIn at 4,100 feet (the PInnacle being 4.lll6). Al though 
It Is possIble to ski up from the Springs. it is usually beLter 
to walk, liS the path Is not a ski tmck. On top, however, 
considerable scope Is available, so that in good winters 
one can oHen have ski-Ing for weeks at a time . Winter 
visitors can either stay In the town and motor up da lly, 
or stop a t the Springs Hotel, a good hospice. and not in
frequently covered by the " white mantle." Mt. Welli ng
ton, however, Is not a r ecommended spot fo r a special trip, 
and visitors should pass on to National Park if time per 
mits, Wellington only being mentioned for a week-end or 
Sunday excursion if on a business visit to Hobart III the 
late winter. 
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Nilt ional Park Is the main resort in the S tate and calls 
lhe skier's chief interest, for . a lthough better country may 
exist in the northern mount ains mentioned earlier, they 
are too inaccessible for evcryday needs. The Pa rk. on th e 
other hand, is very close ; In fact , by far the closest ski-Ing 
cen tre to any Auslrullan city. bein g only 48 miles by road 
a nd rail to the gat es. and six and a qua r ter by good pack 
track to the accommodation huLs at. Lake Fenton (3,500 
n.). The six huts arc all within a few yards of the Lake, 
a nd a rc fitted with the usua l equipment, exce pt blankets. 
Catering a rrangements ca n be made with the Accommo
dut.lon House p ropr ietor at the gates, with the Tourist 
Bu reau. or by t he pa rty themselves. Pack and riding 
horses are available at seL charges from the rangcr, and 
can be booked pr ivately or th rough the Bureau. Sk is a re 

PI10t.o : C. V. Smith . 

Along the route from the Club Hut. to Nell'digate Pass and the 
Rodway Range In the National Park. 

a lways maintain ed at Lake Fenton. and arc avallable at 
moderate charges. Besid es the Lake Fe nton settlement, 
the Ski Club of Tasmania maintain tllelr own hut at Twi
light. Tarn , some four rnlles away, while n shelter and 
lu ncheon hut at Lnke Dobson ensures protection should 
bad weather befall a party using the slopes of that locali ty. 

In normal winters the June falls freeze and drifts ac
c umulate, so that each succeeding faU bett.ers conditions, 
:md. while t he exposed moors may t haw and recover 
8Cveral times. assured slopes are pretty certain during the 
laUer half of July , August, and most of September. and 
drifts for any time up to late November, according to the 
season. New surfaced hard snow or granulated (sugary ) 
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hard snow are tl1e rule, deep son SIlOW generally lasting 
but shorUy before being converted into one of the above 
forllls, either crusted 01' surfaced, according to locality and 
conditions. In fuct , the Tciemark experts have little legi
timate cause to exhibIt, although that turn can be, and is, 
adapted to the usual sur races with morc success than It 
possibly mcrit.s. 

The total area of tile Par k IS about 40,000 acres and, 
at this, some lhh'ty square miles are available to skiers, 
thereby giving ample scope for trips to the many different 
points of interest, embr-acing many varieUes of country 
and Cully meeting the needs oC an avemgc holiday. For 
experienced and venturesome tourers, the Lake St. Clalr
Cradle Mountain Reserve can satiate the thirst for break
ing ncw snows, but for gOOd skl-Ing and reasonable tours 
~he Park Is by far the most suita ble base at present. 

Topographically, the Park is most unusual. and one Is 
lIkcly to be amazed at t.hc rapid and varied changcs of 
con tauI'. steep ridges, long slopes, undu laLing moors. shel
tered tarns. and fair -sized lakes. The general layout. of 
the highlands may be briefly explained as three main 
parallel and connected ranges, separated by moors, valleys 
and lakes, the central section bei ng drained by the Broad 
Rive r, flowing para llel with the ridges. The western a nd 
central ranges provide the best slopes. and the rUlls from 
Mt . Field West and the slopes around Newdigatc Pass in 
the Rodway Range arc particularly good. 

For long tours, t.rlps from Lake Fenlon to the Summlt.s 
of Ficld west or Tycnna Peak wl\l give plenty of variation, 
as well as providing excellent runs, the shortest route being 
a bout seven mi les each way. Again. the terrain round 
Newdlgate Pass Is very invit.ing. a nd Its wcll shclLercd 
easterly slopes givc start to delightful descents through 
pine and gum woods, over frozen ta rns. and, ultimaLcly. 
down to thc Ski Club Hut, somc 1.000 feet below Lhc Pass 
level of 4.600. 

Colonel Sclater scnds us a copy of a Icaflet, "Ski-lug 
In the Canadian Rocklcs." The leaflet deals with thc 
Mount Norquay Ski Camp. located about th ree miles from 
Banff. wh ence it Is rcached by auto and slclgh. It Is the 
headquarters of the BanI! Ski Club, and a membership fec 
of 50 cents. per day 01' 2 dollars pel' wcck cntitIes visitors 
to alt Club privileges. Skl-iug Is possible on Mount Nor
quay from the middle ot November to t he middle of May, 
and this shouJd Induce any Australian skiers travelling In 
that period to break t hclr journey at Banff. 

Moko or Wax 
From the K iandra Ski -Runn e r 's Point of View. 

By W, Hug h es. 

When ski- lug began at Klallclra. about 1850, It was im
medlntely found necessary to have somc drcsslng to pre
vent thc snow adhering to the skis. so tallow was applied 
by some, whilst others uscd the oils and waxes which 
camc most readily to thcir hands: differcnce of opinion 
and thc desire to excel soon set up a competition in wax
ing or moko-Ing which still continues. A l1ame for the 
d ressing was derived from the Chinese rcsldents. who 
promptly dubbed anything used to make skis nm "Make 
go." This cxprcssion was soon corruptcd Into "Moko" and 
t he word became of general use. 

A list of the waxes, olis, tars, etc., which have been 
experimented wit h to form moko would be never ending, 
but the names of a few are interesting: Resin , gum, 
mineral 011 , vegctable all, sugar. ink. rubbcr and almost 
everythin g else which by the widest stretch of imagina
tion could l>ossibly bl'! Of use, has been t r lcd with val'ylng 
Icsull-s. 

This promiscuous cxpcrlmcnting was bencf\clal. in that 
It gave t.he skiers a knowlcd gc of thc natU!'c o f the wnx 
required to suit cach one of thc many Va rieties of snow 
s urfaces, as well as encOll!':lging them to observe and an
ticipate s now condi tions. 

The moko used to-day is gencrally composed of resin , 
beeswax. pi tch. or somc s imilar hard s ubstance, which Is 
easily soluble by heating, t.ogether with sufficient oil or tar 
to reducc It to the rCQulred consistency. 

Thcre ha ve been In the Year Books of 1929 and HI30 
articles which havc mc ntloncd the waxes most. suitable for 
usc undcr certain s now co nditions; personally, I considcr 
t his advlcc, a lthough good. somewhat superflcla l. Some 
general knowledge of t he hardness, viscosity, ele" of waxcs 
seems to me to be first ot all nccessary. and such know
ledgc can best be obtained by handling and experimenting 
with thcm. 

I will give hcre a simple formula, from which basis 
any novlec may producc a wax cm inently sultnble fol' the 
snow ovcr which he inll'!nds to run: Tnke four ounces at 
resin and onc each of becswax and candle. add two ounces 
of Mobil C.C. oil or any heavy, clean m incral 011. melting 
together thoroughly and keeping scrupulously clean. t hen 
test for hardness by chilling a little spread over a woodcn 
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