
Ski Tourers' Association 
B EFORE the 1956 snow season a great 

deal of attention had been given to 
safety measures, and after three years of 
experimenting, effective wireless contact 
from the Tow House with the Cha let 
and other poi nts was established. Albina, 
Kunama und the Tow House were linked 
by telepllOne line, and a snowpole iin!) 
from the Tow House to Albina com
pleted the pole circuit- Charlotte's Pass, 
Seaman's, Albina, Tow House, Kunanm, 
Foreman's, Charlotte's Pass. Tow in
stallations had been repaired, and streng
thened, and the top "A" frame re-sited. 

The conversion of the old Pounds' 
Creek Hut had been started by the spon
sors or the new Illawong Lodge project 
giving promise of another link in the 
chain of mai n range huts envisaged when 
in 1950 the building of the first lodge at 
Lake Albina was commenced. 

After a slow start with a paucity of 
snow at Queen's Birthday week-end , the 
season was in full swing by the beginning 
of J uly. Three of the Austrian sledges 
had finally arrived. and I took them up 
the firs t week-end in July. Little did I 
realise how soon and for what sad pur
pose our sledge would have tn he uscd. 

On Thursday, July 12, an avalanche 
destroyed Kunama Huette. Readers are 
likely to have seen the press reports at 
the time of the tragedy, and on ly a brief 
excerpt from our emergency bu lletin of 
July 18 is quoted: . 

·' It is with deep regret that we have to 
record in this bulletin the death of one 
of our youngest and most ent husiastic 
members, Roslyn Wesche, who was killed 
when Kunama was destroyed by an 
;\Valanche on July 12. What was com
menced with such high hopes has cnded 
in tragedy and disaster. Our deep-felt 
sympathy goes to Roslyn's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Venn Wesche. 

"Unprecedented weather conditions 
caused the calamity in an area which 
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hitherio was regarded completely 
from avalanches. The impact tore 
building from its foundations, and it 
crushed under tons of snow. Several 
the other ten occupants had aim< 
miraculous escapes, and luckily no 
else was injured. Our own wireless· 
inter - hut telephone communic:ni( 
worked well, and help was quickly su 
maned from Albina, the Chalet. 
the S.M.A. The occupants of the Tr 
House ;md Albina , the Chalet Manilf; 
ment. the Ski Patrol. the Snowy MOll 
tain Authority, and the Cooma am 
lance all did a splendid job. For Rosl. 
all help was too late, as she was kil 
instant ly. Our thanks go to all .... . 
participated in the rescue and sal \' 
operations." 

Fotlowing the loss of Kun ama. 
Kunama rebuilding fund was started . 
it was decided to conti nue operating 
Tow. However, our full measure of 
feal had not yet been tasted. On Thul 
day. August 2. exactly three weeks alL 
the Kunama avalanche, the Tow Ho 
was destroyed by fire. From reports 
the three occupants of the Tow Hot. 
(Ginelle Hcine, Peter Kelly and P;a 
Kencnly). it appears th at the firc start 
about 5 p.m. when a kerosene hca 
caught alight. spraying burning kerosn
up the wall of the living room. Eff 
to drag the flaming heater from tl 
building failed (it was dropped in 
airlock). A foam extinguisher and 
C02 extinguisher wcre used but witho 
success. A telephone call from the bu 
ing airlock, although unintelligible to 
people at Albina. alerted them tn 
something was wrong and a party set 
for the Tow House. 1n the mean tim 
the Tow House occupants, being un 
to reach any of their personal belongin 
in the cut-off living room and ha\oi 
decided that nothing further could 
done to fight the fire, shut all out(j 



Over the Top. summer style. 
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doo~s in an effort to deprive the blaze of 
oxygen. As they were lightly clad (only 
one had proper boots), and as it was 
!'lillerly cold and getting dark. they set off 
up the icy tow slope towards Albina. 
They were mel when halfway up the 
~Iope by members of the rescue party 
fro m Albina . Leon Smith was the first 
EO reach the Tow House and he franti
cally dug out the entrance to the Kunama 
basement to reach the fire extinguishers 
and the big water tank. (The Tow water 
supply had frozen up previously, and ef
fo rts to re-connect the water had failed 
owing to bad weather.) By the time he 
and other members of the Albina party 
!Bil! and Christine Davy, Mike and Pat 
O~borne , John and Ross Allen) had some 
fi re-fighting equipment ready, the fire was 
beyond any control and they had to 
.... atch the Tow House burn down to the 
ground. 

With only Albina left, we decided to 
keep it open, and were able to accommo
date many members who had lost their 
bookings in Kunama and the Tow House. 
We finished the season with no other 
mishap except a rather narrow escape of 
a party from carbon monoxide poisoning 
when an exhaust coupling worked loose 
and fumes discharged in the hut-a 
wa rning to clubs operating generating 
plants inside their lodges! 

The unprecedented winter of 1956, 
which robbed us of so much of our ef
forts, also left a kinder legacy of tremen
dous snow covering on the main range , 
and good drift skiing could be enjoyed 
as late as the middle of February. Our 
annual midsummer races, the flfth since 
the Association was founded in 1950, 
were by far the best ever, although there 
were initially some doubts as to whether 
they could be held at all. 

ALB!NA SUMMER SLALOM (2 run s). 
m. s. 

!. JeOn Ecuyer 1 43 .5 
2. Fronk Pr ihodo 1 Sl.9 
3. Bi lly Doy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 52.9 
4. Geoffrey Hughes 2 12 8 
5. He ll mu tt Delde r ........... .... 2 25.3 

HANS NEERING MEMOR!AL DOWNHILL 

1. Jeon Ecuyer 
2. Les Perko 
3. Geoffrey Hughes 
4. Cees Koemon 
5. Hell mutl Deider 

JUMP. 
I. Po ul Reoder. 
2. Jeon Eeuyer. 
3. Hellmutt Deider. 
4. Kurt Lonee. 
5. Cee. Koemon. 

ALPINE COMB!NATION. 
I. Jeon Ecuyer. 
2. Geollrey Hughes. 

, 
32.9 
37.6 
41.2 
43.4 
44.3 

Another interesting Association ski 
event during 1956 was the breaking of 
Tony Sponar's Northcote Eagle record 
of 32.2 seconds by Austrian ski instruc
(or, Helmut Tschaeffert. Helmut's time 
was 29.3 seconds for the Eagle course 
from Mt. Northcote to Kunama which is 
slightly over half a mile long, with a ver
tical drop of 800 feet. Had the Longines 
timing equipment been again available, 
a top speed of close to 100 miles per 
hour would have been recorded. The 
record run was made on a very fast icy 
course . The Golden Eagle Book, sal
vaged from Kun<;lma, was destroyed in 
the Tow House fire. 

Regarding the immediate plans of the 
Association , the following brief summary 
can be given. For this winter we will 
have a semi-portable Gam tow at Albina. 
A similar lift will be installed this season 
at IIlawong. 

llJawong Lodge will be completed and 
ready for use this winter, and the spon-
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On top of Townsend. 

sors will shortly apply to the Association 
for affiliation. 

Due to · severe soil erosion on the 
Seamans/Albina bulldozer and jeep 
track, vehicles are now barred from leav
ing the main road. We hope to overcome 
this serious transport problem with the 
help of a snow vehicle. One of our 
members has generously agreed to lend 
us a small bulldozer (an Oliver OC3) for 
the winter season. Simi lar machines are 
in use at Falls Creek and Hotham, and 
the bulk of our supplies for our lodges 
could be brought in in winter. If thi s trac
tor, equipped with snow and ice tracks. 
proves successful. it might also be used 
at a later date for rebuilding operations 
in the Kunama Valley (if we decide to 
build there) , and to carry provisions and 
tow skiers from the Thredbo Lift t:!r
minal on Crackenback Peak . 

A shelter on Muellers saddle, near 
Albina, will be built this summer to 
cope with any possible emergency at 
Albina, and to house the snow vehicle. 
In the Kunama Valley, salvage opera
tions only have been carried out. The 
stone basement of Kunama, which was 
under snow when the avalanche stru:::k, 
is almost intact, and a working party 
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led by Bill Hawkins succeeded in put 
the roof back over the basement, 
providing an emergency shelter. n 
salvageable parts of the Northcote 
Tow were hired to the Crackenback 
Club. which is building a lodge at Fri 
Flat in the new Thrcdbo area, Crack. 
back Ski Club plans to re-erect the n:. 
tow on Crackenback Peak so as to pr 
vide uphill transportation in this an 
until the proposed chair lift ,comes i 
operation . 

We were compensated for both lOS$.; 
by our Insurers, and have a sizea 
amount of money in hand, although 
could of course not be reimbursed 
the thousands of hours of membe1-
voluntary labour. At present we are 
vestigat ing the advisability of rebu il 
in the Kunama valley as wen as in 
new Thredbo area. 

In spite of our two terrific setbac 
we are determined to carryon, to pr1 
vide for our members reasonably price: 
hil!;h standard accommodation in the be< 
skiing arcas, and to keep alive the spiT 
of touring which is one of the finesl 
peets of our sport. 

C.W,A. 


