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contac! 8nd *e corltinueil flyiDg from ter
let lo a huDdred feei above the rr€e rops.
up the rlrer and through the Darrow gorg€s
at ihe head, beros t.€e ]e!el oD each side,
rbough to better condilions on the table-
;and, to Captain's I'lai oD ihe starbo.rd
$ihg snd then ihe Mudumbidg€€ Valle!
aDd Bredbo 0D starboard and Cooma or1 port
bo*, all s.Lth g@d lislbiljiJ flyjlg ai 5000 to
6000 feei. Finally w€ aria€d on thc hajD
dividlns raDge to Betjdale, one hour anrL
ihirly-iv€ minuNes irom Mscoi.

glrirg a car at Berridale se aftived at
Hotel Kosciusko at 915 a.m., €xactly thre
houls from Sydney, Lhe lNi thjriy miles bl
road takiDg 4 long as the Rrst 220 miles

The return ,riD \!as more eleDtlut jn rhrt
ihe {eathe! rcpoft rnt lrom Mscot io Hoiel
K6ciusko soheho* did not a iv€ and 8e
r.i out for B€ridale at 3.22 pm., hoping lor

We ran nno cloud aDd laitr ow tbe !.aks
Nast BredtD, whjch Dcce-ssitated flynrg {jth
eround @rtar, a le$. hundred leet Abole
rhe trees in naht Dads and deviatins lre
quenlly around clold, qhich k€pt me b6r
occupJiDg mtsell qith ma!. protractor and
.alculations. Ploirnrs a course. \(e finall!
lad to get abor.e cloud aftef baling carghl
3 slihDse oi ihe railral staiion ai Trllolg
ar 422 !.h. A lurtber br€ak in clold allo{ed
ris io see ihe Hume lljgh*ay belore Mos
vale, but coldllions closing ir again. the
riloi decided ro Pul dosD i! a paddock *hitsr
Ne had gmund lisibiljr!. A successful land-
nr-p vas made oD a ralher bxmpJ paddock
relen hiles from Moss vale

Atter fifty milrut.s on ihe -cround the cor-

diiions beins hore saLisiaciorr, *e took off
again at 5.45 p.h. Hoserer ji Eas s@n min-
nrg aDd risibLtjtt *as pr€li! sxim. We th€D
chansed cou$e due trest as a detiaiion to
alojd cloxd. The woLlondilly Rj!e! gorge
and lalleJ Fd iouo{ed doFn to BuEa-
gorang, thus k€eDing to lover glound and
avoiding Lbe ioDs lrom Bosral ro Bullio.
conhDuing o!e! the Wollondilly b€tw€en
Befa]li€r and IJp!€f Bulragonng, rh€re
clouds above the cliff tops made aD exjt
djfEcult- ve iurn.d easi asain at ihe firsi
br€ak oi.er the rough gorges ai lhe hed ol
the Nattai F,iver, keepjns only a l€w leer
abore ihe tr.es uniil open couriry {as
reached jusr south of ihe F,azorback, Much
jugsling oi knobs now became necssarr to
gct lhe r€hainrng p€trot from rh3 la|ons
tanks {hjch R€re getting lert lo{ and
emptying consecuijlely iollowjng ou! deda"

W. landed al Mascoi aft€r dark ar 030
!.h. alt€r one oi the mosl stihllaling dar_s
one could sish for, th. most dangerou paf
of qltch sas, le.haps the tenjl!':ng drrre
lroh Kosciusko n1 a debiliist€d motor coD-
r€Jance, handled b]. the pilot, Eic Mclll.e.,
{i|h his jnimitable aplomb in th€ toral ab
senc. ol bnte-r and itith lerr liiue .o-
op€mlion lroh th€ ste.rnrg mechanism.

I am conanrced lhat iherc is a luture nr
nyilg ro the -al!s lroh sydner, and else-
qhe.e, lor ski-iDg The addiiion ol tqo-sal
.adio ard p.rh!!s radrr equipment \dll. ol
cours€. make arl rhe dioerence b.Neen a
nisht ,(uch di ours aDd commoDlrlace airhre
flttug, but then a litrle oi thc sDice Frll bo
mjsirg. IPefsonally we can lind aD thF slrce
$e sant on ihe $ound. Ed L

' lanc

The Throd'lro l'alle;' (liosr.irrsko) - -l l-onl.rasl

JilJ MacDonald

Durjng the {inter ol 1946 lhere *as more
J)o* eL Kosciusko. aDd l€$ fine weatber.
rhaD you $ould ihink possrble. Even the
cals ihai pass€d ior flre sere too unscttled
ior irips over the exposed iops ol thc Manl
F,arge So. beire disaploiDted in ltrar dLrec-
iion. we looked for prcle.ts €lsewhers.

:fhe aalleJ of the Thredbo. Itnrg al rhe
i..! lrack d@r of lhe chaler has alsavs b..n

reglecred bI skjers il iheir anxieiy io Fach
tlre dislan! and exciiing Fest€.n slolEs ol
rhe Rahge. This yea. ihe same conditioDs
lhaL lrcvenied us froh going ont th€re, w€re
ideal lor the Ttlredbo, for the $uth-€sl
slol4. by which {€ vouLd desc€nd into lhls
de€! shelier€d valley. *!uLd be proiected
rrom the leatbef, *hile, oRinq ro the un-
usuallr nealy lalls ol snos lh{ grou.d

53



s o  n ; : . .  :  = r T ' n g
{hen iai ; , , i-: ::::,. lust
good e . . : . i  :  r : : .  p .ac-
i i ce .  1 \ :  1  : -  : : :a  c ree l ,
c l lh t : ,  : : :e  ou f  saY
a l o , :  :  i i h e e d g e o l
rhe  i  .  r - t .  par t l y  on

. : . id  \ i th  snoN,
$ l : : .1 :  '  : : -  I l  the  omi rou

:::rit afouseo mN'
i . : . .d .  fo .  a i te r  days

.)'- : .i chal€t sLopes m a
a: : r ,  :  . : ) red  to  tu tu  back

: :i€ ralley se could see
.i o]ren slope, and tnen

.- ::i qullies, brt the daY vs
::: ior a compr€hensive rie{,

good, but dovn amoDg
: Fcame increasingly wei and

. --::. rrmber, which aDDeared ler-1,
.:<i out sufrcientLy as s,e picked

: :nnn, aDd Ne had some g@d !!ood
. trndl the sDow becrme so {€! that

:i:: lrdeed things sere bleak. We ser€
.,: o: the wind, certarnly, but ihe sro{ had

:.aosr turD€d ro rain, and as ve huddled iD
. :hick clumD oi SDow Gum, eahng lhc
Jrack wc had lak€n for luhch, se goi \leitcr
aDd {etter. and tbe cold seemed to €at ilto
the maro{ of ou bones.

Eyen the crimb oui sas noi eroush, and
re were still only luk€-*drm. a5 Re clambercd
on to the top aDd met tbe gale. Ir Fas
sno{ing hard ros,, and isibiljty F6 reduced
to a minimuh. The jcy drivjng snow bit like
a htriad sslage iDs€ck, and $iihout goggles
it vas imposible to open ]ou! ey€s, thile
{jth them you colld se nothing tllolgh the
Dlasie! oi ice that lormed on ihe gl$s. wiih
ihe dse in aLtiiude the temperature droDDed,
and our Fet clothes lroze. Ii sas hard (ork
lofcing a {ay ihto the sind, bui desDire rhe
exertion we srev colde! and colder, and ii
Nas a so.ry Dloce$ion thai iinalll Fached

R.butled by thjs ex!€t.nce tuy hext es-
curston did nol take place until Srrins, and
th€D only as a s€cond tbought. we slarted
ior the Ranse, but from the iop of chrrL-
oties Pass we could see ios clouds billowing
uD over Canuth€N and T\Anam, ald start-
lrg io make thet fay dovn to{ards the
Sro{t Riyer. So {e faD b.ck doyn the Passl

ald cltmbed up ihe $oods, taking a dlrcct
line ror tbe Thredbo, lroh a poinL b€tweeh
th€ sul1bii of the qood- n and Mt. Still-
{€ll. Thjs entail€d crossing a shallow lallej
-the head of rvrjshfs cre€k, which js sen
eralty kno\n as Tlapyard C.eek-befoE we
\ere onto rhe fall into rhe Tluedbo iiself.

on lhis sid€ lhc day {as sdll and brt
liantly sunhy. We schussed down a serde
irclile olcr wiDdblo$n sloN to ihe irees.
aDd looked doqn irto ihe sreat lauey, at
tb€ bottom ol which ve could just define
rtie course of the Iiver adong a maze ol
hea ly tiDbered spuh and gullies.

We slarted dovn ibe glade b€fore us, abd
alter a short distance ran out lelt oD a lone
iral€rse. And so $r Fent on do$D veqving
our \{ay throrgh ihe show grhs, alwa}s
bearine sljgbtlr leit as the lje oi ih€ land
led, abd always atlowing ourselves to be

on ihe loint ol a {jde idse we had some
open ruDning ihrough d€ad sDo{ guh, th.n
rher€ {ere tighl belis oi youns rrees. and as
qe sque€zed lhrotrgh naro\r oD€ ngs, {e
r€ccived ss,ishing smacks tuom thet leafl'
bmnchcs Once the colniced €dce oi a ridge
gare us a lirtl€ schuss dovn jnio a shallo*
gully.

The snov, which on iop $s ircliDed io be
cfusty, grew Dther hcaly * {e went or
do\\D, unlil {e rah out on lhe sid€ ol a ridge
and lourd sD|jns sDov. This ljdge l€d to a
natuEl clearing, in the middle oi Nhich
v€r€ two clumls ol mountain ash. The snos
had thased lrom about tbe tr€es, leaving
them on t{o jslards oi bro{n gra$, in tbe
clelrins ol sno\r. rhe lrces vere ldaely, aDd
{e cohsidered boiling lhe bjlly there, and
sitting oa the srass iir the sutr lo eat our
hnch, but {c kne{ {e could not be lar f.om
ihe bottom ol the valle!, We Neni beJond
the clcadng ro hare a l@k, ahd iound orr-
seh€s among the tall trees. on a si.ep slote
ihat lcd direcily do$r1 to |he !i!€r, On lhis
shsdcd slole the sDrirs snow made exc€llenr
Nnring, The truDks of these mounianr ash
were s@t blsck from a r.cent suher nre.
,r1d iL {as Fcsibly this ljle that had clearcd
ihe und€r$owlh, ard so open€d ou! w!!
dom, fof se vent dodgjlg amobg the
stlaight lall trunks ultil we were rtshi in
the bed oi th€ !n'c!, 2600 ft. belo\r ou stat-

Leaving our stis to dry in ihe sun, ![e
picked our say upstream ihroush the to\r
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brush uDLil in a bend we fouDd a ptace !o

The winte! landsape had vanished. Do{n
here jt ws still and sulnJ, and the tau
heather bush, and uDdefgioqth. {as warm
aDd dry. The air Nas drowsy with Sprnrg,
and the scents of the bush, nayoured noi\
and again wiLh a shiff ol smoke from our

At ou leet the liver ran crystal clerr ovcr
a patterh ol stones, ahjle beJord ihe oppcite
baDk. forst tre€s eTeq oD a small flai where
the brosD Finter cra$ vas jx* hrged sith
$eeD. odd p@kets of snos lying amoDg the
dlifis'md s.d h€ather vere trespassers lrom
aDothef vorld, and even lhei. p.eserce nade

it no e6i€r for us lo beliere thai, but a shori
lihe agq we had been in th€ir white vorld.

We lay on our backs s,ith closed eyas. or
opeDed theh to vatch lutrs ot cloud btovn
acros ihe blue sky ibove Lhe lalley. The
cloud banks ftom $hjch those puffs deiached
themselyes would alrcady hale Dcsesion of

ClrmbiDg ou! $e could see the clouds coh
urg oler thick and fast, but it ras not lbtjl
{€ reached the !€ry to! thal ut eere inro
the log abd nei thc wind. Later Fe learned
rhr| the Feather hod bee! bad on the Range
an day. and rhal several parties rhat had
gone out the.€, had Lemporailt losi their
{aX oRing to thc lack of yisibiljlt.

Photo ,  O sho,€ .Mj l
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