
Durjng ihe di$uprion ol communications
b€tw. LGciusko ar€a and C@ma, eiper-
renced du.ing the h€avy snoa. lalls last
sinter- staiion ,XL, Cooha, reldered valu-
able aid in establishing contact with th€
yir.les i61€llatioDs iD rbe LosciL6ko area
and receirjng and taDshiiLing messases. h
the lighL of this experience the Trs!. bt
drang.meni *.Lth lhe maDas€4cnt of
SiahoD 2XL. e6ecied an instatlation at
Coom Fhich lhe hamgehent has sereed
ro operaie aDd lo i€cejle abd iransnii h€s-
srges n time of n€ed. The installatioDs at
lhe Hot.l 8rd the Chal€t hale been im-

prcved and relorts leceiyed indicite ihar
thei operaiion hs beeD rery satisfactory
Efforts ]raye be€n mad€ to improve the in-
stallations ai aeLfs cabp, whiie's RLver and
Alpine Hut. AU $ireles sts will be under
rcgular supe jsion durlng the comilg winter
and the llactical experjence sained last
year should enslr€ yaluable se4ie.

Apa irom ils plans for the deveLopmeni
of snoF sports, the Tr6i is not umindlul
or the need ior prolidiDs other recreational
laciliiies such as lidins, fishing, salkibg and
scientiflc pursuits, all ol Fhich are rccelring
carelul colsideration

Some Dlain Range lluts and Their
Approaehes
D. Richardson

TF arlore asked Dre *h\ I had thc rptn-
-A c.nr to $ite aboui MajD Ralge huts. I
thinl I should be honesr io r€ptyi I
don r oros I reallj. don i kno\'. For
ma!! .! lhe }rioneers ol the Nlain Rarge
(ere huttrne tong befofe 1 ev.r clsmDed
a pan ol llaDks io my ill nithg ski
boots. Perhals ihe *asor s ihar I
r€alll lore th€ Nild graDdeur ol the ranee:
the sunD! dals and still c.isp noonlii
Djghrs: lhe yast .xpaDse oi lirsiD snos
tnraljshed b! a thousand skle* tracks: lb.
sros gums ard ihe r@k]- cragsi _steep

lroqnnrg glort ol a {€sterD lace or simple
beaurt oi a craz! cr€ek meandeing ajhl.ssll
orer th€ flM oi a ralle] or rumbhls do{n
a fockr- gorge. Perhaps als. because I i.el
th.i eren in ihe FaDtoD lury ol th€ bLizzard.
there rre xseful lessohs to be learnri that
here is a challenge vhich I must accclt or
sufi€r the lrust.atlols ol defeat vitbour a
JighL Perhaps. too because. liLng aD
orde.ed lile i! a croNded c1tv, hall slrangled
by restrjctir€ regulaiiobs and lralrmelled br
the canoG ol coDreDijor. I tiearn lor ihe
tu€edom oi lhe rang€i lor lhe opDoriunity ro
sha.e rhe thouehrs or my comDanionsi lor
1he knoql.dge thai h€re. sben dsngefs
Lhr€aten mar drsss a l[dc Dear€r to his
fello$ bsn. and clos.r to lris God.

Lr_lrg betv€eD Koscjusko on lbe soulh to
Jagxngal on the north. and flom a line
dri{n berseen th. c]Dlet an{i Alpinc Hut

or1 lhe eAst io the Gre! luar€s Range on ft!
west, thcle rs an area ol sroq-riclds com-
pisbg about 200 square mjles and .ontain-
iDE but hrll a dozeD habi|able huts TN€.

There are huts ob rlre l{otcl,chatet tranc.se
ard some {iihin alhost a siones rhros oI
the Chalet I exclxde ihese lor ihe Dufpose
oj ihis aflicle. Nor do I include Fafm Rids€
Hur, O Keeic,q Hut and others situated norih
ol JaguDgal on rhe Kiandfa tlaversej hor
rh. hurs \L.sr ol Big BogoDg on of near The

From Ur. ]]oini oi lj€v of accommodatioD
*€ mrsi also ex.lude ihe s€aman Memorial
hut, $hjch can b€ resaded s an emergencJ
shelter onlr''i so, t@. *r misht exclude Fore-
hans hut \rhich is. one highi sat, a! the

whar habitable huts are ihere thcn i! dts
200 square miles of snonfelds? PouDds Creek
Hnt. whLtes Rn,er l{ur. Dick! coolEr Ilur.
The Tjn Hut, trIa{son s Hut and Gre! Marr

Poulds Cre.k Hut is Government con-
tfolled and is reached from the chalet via
Charlotte Pass rnd the snoiT River. of via
Slencer's Creckj of, fo! thosc who do not
object ro a climb by a direci ruote oler Mi.
Guthrie. Ii is about four oiles lrom the
Chalct aDd js €aslly located or the right
bank 01 ihe Sno{y about 600 yafds belo{
rbe jurciion of speDcers crcck. Ir will ac-
commodate ebout sif, t.fsons but \as
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sullered duflg the w.r leafs lhrough
leglect No doubt rh€ Kosciusko staie Park
Trust rill. in due course, make it comfort-
abl€, btri It will probsbly be fegarded .s a
iunsii hui and so Dot available fof ex-
iended accomodalion I assuhe also. thal
ii qill coDraln in lh€ luture blaDkeis. em€r-
gency food. and irNood. It has a Cunadisn
stove {hich. niih proper ffue arrans.hehts,
could make ihe hul Nah. Approacl)ing jt
lrom the north rh€ skier has ihe choic€ of
perhaps threc roures in file veaihef (1) the
wester! side of Tate East Rjdgei 12) conseir
St.phen Pass aDd the Guth€ga ard easlef!
sid€ ol Tate Edt Ridge; r3i the plateau east
of Nlourl Tate. droppirg lo tb€ snow ai
tire junctio. ol the Cuthcga and BlLre Cov
ald Droceednrg uD the SnoFr o! the shl
bank. Procecdnrg iroh Whjtes Riv€f Hut in
nn€ \'eadrer. dr. firsl ahcrnari|e hecessi
tarcs climbirrg almost ro the top ol I{r. Tare
and prorides an exhitafatnrg Ni do$r Tare
East Rrdse .o Pounds c.e.,k Ir js t. b€
racohhended Io those {ho Nould errjor rlr€
&aSrjncent rie* lrom Mt Tate ar nto
Nould rcy€l in the loDg traleNes {hich rhe
{esi side ol Taie Easi Ridge aud |h€ €astem
slopes oi GiUs Knob-q have to ofier. Ii Con,
s€it St€pher1 Pass is leached nr bad visibilitj.
the *ise .oufsc is to d.oD fairl,! sh!.Dty to
the Grihega Rire! cros. dnd trarerse ihe
east4ir slopes ol Tat! Eart F,idsc. aroiding
the rery st€ep slopes near lhe head ol ihc
Guthesa and elentually crossjDg Taie East
Ridee closc to the Sno{r' and l€atlng ihe
hut ffom tts Droaimirj to Pounds creek.

Last ,€af I {as a member oi a Dart.r oi
sjx {ho had€ ih€ ||ip flom Whites Riyer
I]ut to ibe Ch&let in bad weather. We had
b€eD hjbenainrg for six days ai Whites
durjng an jDi€nse blizzard and. seiznu th-"
oDportuniiy ollefed hI an easing of the con-
ditions. hade a bf€aL lor the chatet. Aiie!
clihbjng out ol the valleJ q€ set a comprss
course nhich {e esiimated nould keep us
easi oi the Granile Peaks as oflering rh€
safest route. aloidjng the losibilitt ol b€rr-
ing toiards !h. Rolling Gfoundr aud avojd-
jng also th. dangers oi th. coDics hear
Mt. Taie. I Fould hAte io aitempt to plot
accuruteb our coursc on lhe mapj bu! Ne
ran into suGhin€ n.ar drc soulhcrn tip ol
an a4a malked vot Ilish Plaieau. rrom
ihere {e etp€ enced a delighfful r.alerse
to the junctlon ol ihe Gutheaa ard SDo$r'
Rivers Tlre mlue ol this .out€ is that it
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offels a degree of protectlon from westcrly
{inds and the presenc€ ol any llrlck iimber
rva s thai ih€ party is heading i@ faf earll
there js no doubt. i@, shed ihc cuih€ga i.s
reached there benrg ol y one other pro-
nounced valley leadjng to the sno\lJ. its
directioh beirig abolt 90 degrees flom tbat
oi Nbe Gulh€gd and Lts sid€s behg hcarily
rimbcrcd. $befeas thc Gurhega js almct
lree of tjmbef. Il the SDo\Ly is open. jt might
bc necessary No kecD Lo ilre lclt (or (est€F,
bdDk lntil a crosslns is reached, but the
righl bank is the easier gorng.

whtes River llur. es maDt skjers lrf,ro*.
ri€s ib ihe sheltered rAll€J ol the Muntang
River ror Whlt€s Rir.r) \rith delightlul
sloDes o! every side. 10 rtie cnt€Drise ol
th. Loscibko Alpjn€ Club re ore ihe coh
folrs $hich rhis hut has to off€r. It has iNo
boms. eight btrnks. sl€eDjng bags. blankets
,Dlaccd there lasl Jear bt Dr. Nonnan Mac
indocr cookilg nicnsils. cudery, €lc. ard
r1o{ losseses a shall c.nadian stor€, nr-
sailled last lear. in ihe reaf r@m, bl. Ken
BfeaksDear The Koscjusko AlDnre Club has
exp€nded about 1250 in erteDding aDd im
trrovurg thls hur. and {jll probably s!@k it
in future rith essenrial loodstufis, relr-jns
or1 the honour ol skiers to ]ral for accom
modatioD. For ihe 1946 seasoh cxDendiiure
\ras a little less tharl f36 .!d .eceipts {ere

Tllis hur js rcached from ihe souih b! ore
of other of the tuuies menrioh€d earlier.
Care should be takerl (Darticrlafly in ba.i
w.aihci) to aroid bea lg too far sest, c€r-
tainly hot lcst\lard ol tbe Dorth-south
fence. ID scyere s€asotu this i€Dce Nill b.
covered in hosL places, bxi lrequertly ttre
tops ol losis produce nounds in lbe sDo{
surface ibdicaiing ths! ihe fence lies b€-
neath. Il ib doubi Nhen Dcarurg thc valley.
it ronld be advisqble lo bear to th€ cast, as
ibc vorst llrat could haD!€n by a too earl,t
sFiDg voutd be a sree! ndd€d drop to th€
rn'ei belor tbe hni h ilre {carber dll oD€
has io do js to keep .ast of the ridgc rii-jng
tos'ards Dicke! CooDer Bogorg snd droD
da{I a srell markcd rallcJ.

Whites Rirer ralle! is undoubledlr- Boo{l
ski ing ierrdn. Dfolidibg lafieti€s 01 sloDes
aDd erceuent woo.i-ruB and theF i-q a
goodl,r suppl! ol dead timbcr la lerr ih
po.ieDt flcto.' Here. I lbmk, is aD ideal
Dositjon lor a cohhodLous club-house, il on€
hight dream ol club-hous€s in Lh€sc da,vs



or Trusi controlr and il one mrghr also drcam
ol LIre day sh€n some t.nsible eflorl, {iLl
LE nnde by ure po{e.s-ihat-bc to make ihc
real sno$nelds accessjble. And spe.klns of
acceslblliit. a glance at the maD sugsests a
dif€cl .oute fron rhe Hotel-chal€l rcad
roushll lollo$iDg Piper's crerk to the
Sno$r. th.nce up the iluhlaDg Rirer io the
hui Truc lhe.e ar. go.ges .nd thick tidbcr
on either slde of the Snoilr, bul a summer
irack alrcadt exists as ia} is th. SDosr and
the Munyang lalleJ prorides a srlc sheltered
roure mnred orny bt the lorv.r mtl. or tqo
of ihickly fimbeled gorge. Thc rctudt .ross-
tus of thc Snosy $ould, at ttmcs, b€ a
problce bui, $hile dreaminA. let us drcam
of A shall suspensron l6t-bridge, Tbs
Nould Whites Rive! Hur b. Do larrher in
ftatr the Chalei, md extend€d accoDmoda-
rion $ould ease to no small extent the
Dre$ufe on Hot€l and chalet.

ltom Whites the skio has lbe choice ot a
lew loutcs to ihe remaiDhg huts. Up tbe
valley. ovcr the saddle dividlng Gung&rten
and Dlcky CooDe. Bogong, sktrL around
Cmlrr Cfeek ahd, if the skier ls luckt, he
*jll find Dickl Coopef I{ul cunDhrglt con-
*ill 6nd Dick! C@per hur cunDinglt con-
cealed on a ddge droppihs lo a section
whelc the creek ctraDges directton raDidlJ
lrom north to south. This is rh. lsual stdk-
mans hul. qlth leq amenities. Each tioe I
d.crded to bake this run bad \reathef sup-
erven.d, and so I speak lot nom nrsl-hand

Grey Mare Hui crD be reachcd by a roul.
via Mllk Creek to a posiLjoD abore valeD-
rine Falls. Here ibe goiDs is rouFlr and not
lo b. recommend€d eicept in f,nc qcath€r.
one mtght cUmb the Ghosr and drop dosn
rhe qcst rn iace through estrch€lr- tlrick
sm.ll timber to uE borrom oi rhe lalls. or
cros rhe valeDtine and bt carelul selection
nD.l a ski able sa}' do{n to Grer l\Iare
cre.k -lollo\ring rb€ lishi bank urr r couDle
ol hiles io the hut. This at)lrodch to Grey
Maf. HUL ls Dot one for inclemcnt, $eath€.
or bnd vi.sibilitJr bett.r to go vid M.wsoDS
Hul {hicll ls rcached irom Whji€s br a
fanl! dn..i route orer com!.ratirel! casj
rcrrain. One tra\tls almosr due Dorth be-
r\r.cD the Keuies and the Main Dilide.
making vrlentine creck and Drocceding
do$n rhc lelr balli to an cast-fest fence. a
mil. south ol Cup @d Sauc.r llill. shere E

a lnoll to {est*drd teads to

rhe hut. MlfsoDs Hur (like the lluls at
White s iDd Pounds) is constructed or gil-
vanised ironr ti coDtains tFo room, cach
openhg oD lo a hall,' at one end oi {hich
is the hdtl cDtrance. Thc €ntruce d@r
faces Do h lhd lhere is alqars a scour hrre
to k.cD thc door free of sno(; ihis ls not
rhe case !n some other huts, sber€ d con
siderable amount ol digging ls gencralll_
necesary io obtain access. Ma*sons Hur
is, like mosi, pirat€ty owned, It js com-
lortable rDd could be equjpDed to dccom-

The northerD tlp of the Ke jes li6 to the
west ol Masson s rlut, and ir one climbs this
ddge one sees a long lallct thai l€ads rjghr
dotr! to Vnl.niine Fall5.-an easy rrip. To
reach Cre,v Nt3.e IIut from Mrsotrs Hui an
e4y roure is to traverse the norlhcft tlp
of the Ker.ies, drop dotu to the Val.ntine.
seleci a sullabl. crNjls and in a west€rll
dirdion trover* the area contalned in the
creeks, l€avhg trmbcr lo the norlh and
leeping north of a lugg€d secttorl ol Rocky
Plain Creek sbove it6 juctio! sith Orey
Ma.e Creek. &ocky Plain cleek is redched
at a th.ec-way lence shere lhe rouie se€Ds
to l.ad nalu.ally to sLip-rails. The c.eek is
crsed aDd McPhe€-s ride€ is imedlalely
climbed. rrom the top oi $hich Grey Mare
Hut is vtsible. From here th€re ts a sleep
drop to stmighr c.eek, and in no tlme *e
€e the old Grer' Mare perched on risi.s
efound, viih iis "aM€xe" at such r dlstance
a to Decesltue the donning of skl ior tbe
laDglauf thcreto. (hcidcntially, Mdlson's
hut dtrs noi poss€ss an liannexe l Grey
Mar. Ilut is comhodlous, but thdl is rl,s
ontJ_ virtue. Ir is of sood, Fith gaplng cracks
ib qalls rDd noors tbai Dake it host un
coniorrable To ldd to its lick or cohtort
a chap I kDoc tethered a horse ro a $illl
the borse dccidcd io more oft and brought
dosn a \rhole section, lo|tion of th..ool
collapsing and Dcrmittjns snov to b. dflvcD
jnto the c.ilinss of ihe rematDder,-snoq
that mclLs \rhen a 6re is lit. Srill. I hnvc had
some haDDy daJs (8nd nightsl ai lhis huL.
On one @casion th.re {er€ ejshi ol us there
for . nisht. Some around the firc $ere
sjlsnrs. outside the nisht sas still aDd the
sra$ briUiani. the shoke could bc sen curl-
ing uti{ard from the opeD cbmne! and the
flickenng fireught shoDe through the sihdow.
It is a memor! thai rill remain lividl! with
me rof many a year
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ftom he.e a lrip to ihe {]r€y Mare is w€U
\orh {hile. There arc a urousand and one
ralleys mhning bither ard thither that afe
n6t beggilg to be explored. Or, p€rhats a
IIip ro Jaguneal sould be pref€u€d: or matr-
be a run arouDd the horth of Big Bogobg to
rh€ huls nerr Bulls llead cfeek. .Ihe maD
sho*s a hut tvo to tble€ miles due Dofih ot
G.ey Mare llutt this hLrr, I beliele. was rl€s
troyed by fle sohe lears aFo.

Grey Mare Htrt was once asocisred Fittr
a gold miDins yenture; ther iemains scar
ier€d pi€ces oi hcaly equiDhent. skel€tons
ol oiher huts, and Ahcrs ot lcsterlear.

Let us drop in af another hut, the Tjn
Hut. This small gelvanised structure js ihe
hjghesi habjtable hut jn Australia, 6200 lt
Its enfaDc€ door laces eart. aDd acess is
gained b! digsiDs first lor a shovel rhich
usualll haDgs oler the toD of rhe door. and
then ercaraiing sufrcj€nt snoq to allos the
bodr to dro! in. once in, an aitemDl misht
b. had€ ro colt ci steps rc ih€ snow lei.el.
Or, lerhaps. ihe chitu€y highi be uftd il
digeing lrores i@ jrksome. Thjs hut !ro-
rides the pefect example of where not to
place a door. It js a mct dificult hni to
find. and mjght esily be nistaken fo. one
of the eranlt€ boulders scattered around.
Approaching ii froh Alpine I{ut there $e
ttree 6ne {eather routes: (1) climb due *esi
ol Alpine Eut, txrn south beiween Pereriffe
ard Btg Bra$y and coniinue to the head ol
FiD's Rirer; (2r lroceed up the lalley du€
south ol Alpine llui, cross orer ! treeless
saddlc alter tralersiDg a climb. abd keep to
the sest€.n slop€s of ihe idge lo the head
oi Finns Rirer; (3r coDtinue along rh€ valLey
due solth oi Alpnre IIut lkeeping highl
untiL a donble saddte is Fached co! ecLhg
rhe Porcupines. then ka! Nestwdl-d around
ihe end ol the dg€ and maintain €levation
unin lhc Tjn Ilul is sighted in a clump ol
irees. No 3 is ihe bast bed Feather Dute as
ii oflers prote.iiorl aLn6t the whole wax.

The rolt€ lrom wliie s River IIri to tbe
Tnr Hut tor ro Alptne Hut and ihe reverse
jou eJ). .an be trickJ in bad ri$bility,
ihougb lenc€s can be r€ry h€]pfut. A lence
runs north-soxth at th€ 'IiI Hrt a branch
running F€si to a DojDt eas! oi the main
dlrid€. thenc. south to a polrt no h-c6i

ol Gungafe!, thenc€ {est orer a saddte ol
Gungarte! doN! io Dicky cooper oreek. Il
ihse fenccs afe lo be used as a elide, calr
must be taken to bear south orer the saddle
coDh€ctLng Dicky c@D€r and Gungarten.
Peftaps thc lxsi route inio white s valte!
lroh lhe noth js io keeD culga.i€h to the
*est xntil south ol that peak. ihen to b€nr
vest ovef ihe ddg€ and hake a timber ru
lDto the mlley. Thc sam€ route is Lo b.
rccomrended oD the oui\rard jouuer I
hal€ crossed lo\er do{D Disappoirtrhenr
slrur. but allhou-sh Nr found ou.s.hr,s a]
most dirccily cborc the hmt. Lh€ iimbef mrdc

r{o v€ars ago louf oI us hade I blizzaf.i
rurl lfom While s R\'ef ro ADhe ltui €ud
.fossiig the diride near Gurqa{aD lrre nol
agreed as to our positioh lve played safe
rry proce.dDg !r aD easterly direciioD untjl
{r b€gah to lose el€lation aDd lun nrro
lihber. ReckoDnrg se {€fe th€D apDroach-
ilg lihns Riyer we tuned nor'h and bt
rucky chabc€, lassed *ithin a lea ]afds of
Tin Hui. This h$ since siruck m€ a a com
paraliv€ly sale bad seather loute, becaus!
one could haldly miss Fjnns Rjve. and.
iuning Dorrh, could eiihe! make the Tin
Hut or crcs lhe saddle ai the {stem md
ol the Porcupines and proce€d alolg Dead

one route morc I might menlron-i.e.
lrom AlpiDe Hut to Mawson s Hut. Ttts is
a liiUe north oi \resi, {ilh a ien e and
ralley a a gulde as iar as the Valehrire
cr€ek at a point herltioned in Dy .eference
to ihe White's Rivcr-Massons IIU! *ave.se
This is an eas! run and should presenr lirttc
difi.uliy eaer in bad qeath€..

I do Dot regafd dr. Alphe Hui 6 a ' huf
lor ihe purposes ol lhis a||icle. I cosid.f
tr a moDumeDt to the eDt"lDfise oi skr€rs
Eho souAhi to opeD up tbc norihern end of
ihc range. and {ho have kepi rt going des-
pite the extfemc dimculties ol iraspo.r Ir
has proyided an excellent holjdat at redson
able cost to many sklers, and has hade
accessible hany delighilul parts oi ou. sro$-
Relds Rhich, but fof its eistence aould
hove bcca enjoycd br a here handilL !i !h.
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