
Victoria to Kosciusko 
By H . L. Stokes 

\\'f'" made Ihe approach hI- h 0r~c iro111 Scamlllell's farm at the ioot oi 
Bra(lncy's Gap. 0\ cr the Cap' it",cli. the ruUle [,,11'1\\"1; t he h:hancohall Creck . 
ll.lllil t ~le ~oot of the Long Spllr i:; rer:chcd. lIali- \\'ay up the h:hancuball 
C!'eek 1'; .En·ranl'~ hIlt . a log and Illlld ~·ahin. huilt hy pro"pector~ on the "ire 
01 a much olde r one. ,'\ road i;; iJeing \milt at thi" moment olcr Bradnc, 's 
Gap al~d II ill ul.t i 1l1~ tely b: pushed on- tu E"cm.rd',; htl[ and. ])(;rhap,;, lip the 
Long SPIlr. \111!ch IS the fmal approach to the Dargab. 1n a norl11:1. 1 I\-int er 
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ski m ust be donned a q ua rter at a mile fr0111 the "Ullll11 it. ,\t the top of the 
Long Spur i;; the main wall of t he Da rgals. O\'c r look ing the ~ ll1 r ray fa r 
below. T l1 i:; sect ion i,; knOll"n as t11e JJroauway Tup a nd r un;; tor four m ile,; 
fr0111 F inlay's Looko ut o n o ne side, on toward,; t he Big Dargal on the ot her. 
T he top vi t he l.ong- Spllr i" 5.300 feet. 

\Y e \\"ere io rtunate in being ab le to take the hor~cs to thi.~ point . Here 
we called a ha lt . had lunch (a nd an ex tremely co lrl one it ,,·as ) . and put on 
sk i. Fr0111 here to Prr.:tty Plain Hut the t rack lead,; mainly east. descend ing 
ahout 6(X) feet. dU\\"Jl an easy, wooded ,;pm to t he upper portion of a ekar ­
iug k no\\"11 as Pretty Plain. Still kcqling cast , t h is is cro:;sed diagonall~' . 
meet ing a ~mall creek oi t he same name in the centre. :\ftcr about a mile 
o f t hi:; {'\ c<\ red cot1l1t r ~' a fe on: I'; reached and the track leads throl1g-h ,;Ollle 
easily fu1tnd ~liprai\'; . He,lond this poin t a lo\\", ,\'ooueu range i;; reached, 
which r un;; parallel lI" ith t he Da rgals and w hich is an ofT-~hoot of the Stromho 
Ha nge. C rad l1 all~' ris ing . we made for . a nd fOunded . the northern end oi 
this firs t -mentioned rangl' and. tu r ning >,!Jta h. reached the Pretly Pla in Hut 
in aDam 11alf a m il e. Thi.~ latte r i;; situalnl close to Ihe left bank oi t he n l1 11';; 
Head Creek and is a strongly constructed building. oWlled by Captain Colin 
Chisholm. It has \'e\'\' recen tl" heen co nstr ucted and is lllO.:it comiortahle, 
consisting oi 1\\'0 large rooms. - Those ,\' i ~hillg to Ilse this hl1t 11lay get pe r-
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The new hu t at Pretty Plain. 

l111"~lt.lll ;lud the kc\' from the mIller at Kham',,\J:"ll1 Staticm. Hcside the hu t 
tht-rl' j ... a bark hut' which w(luld g-i\'(' g-ood ",heiter. 

\\t· \\ould likl' to puim out th:l.\ the po"itinn of Ihc"e huts a ... 
un the map i" illcurr('cl. a ... tht·~- lit, \\0.:11 r'lllud the nurthern end 
11!1 !lallll,d . wuu(kc1 r;lngc and rw t at the c.'\ \rC1l1(' end. ;!-i i" "hO\YIl. 

L. St<Jh •. 

A rest on the Rolling Grounds 
above W hite'5 River Saddle. 
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Map of the trip, as far as Mawson's Hut. 

mon t hs after this tri p was made still another hut was const ructed by Sessella 
Brothers , ahout three hund red yards fur t her up the creek. so the trayeller 
is well catered for in this \·icil1ity. \Ve would like to point out that the 
Pretty P lain cou ntry is not su ita ble for good ski-ing as most oi the slopes 
arc fa r too th ickly wooded. 

Kcxt 1l1Orning- we set off for the Grey :'Irare TTut. There arc two routes 
3yai lable in this section of the trip. The first which we cho."c. leads steep ly 
up in an casterly directiol1, through thickly wooded cOlln t ry, keeping the 
Rocky Bogong Oil the right. Tllis latter poi11t is reached in aOO\11 \11'0 miles 
and, looking o\"er the Bogong Swamp. a magnificent \·jew ,yas obtained of 
r..·I oun t JagungaL ahout four miles a\\'ay ill a north-easterly direction. Our 
route no,,· turneu directh· south and in a fe\\" hu ndred Y;\rds. on Ollr left 
hand and just belo\\" th~ track. we va~~ed a wl"l1-knu":n local landmark, 
known as the nark Hul. .\t present all thai remains IS a portion of the 
chimney and a few s take~. ill a dump of tree~. 

Keeping the northcrn end of the Grey Mare range on Ol1r right side. we 
proceeded d irectly sou th and aiter ahout a mile \ye could see the Grey Mare 
Hut in the di~tance. still a fur ther mi le away. During- this shor t sout he rly 
leg of o ur course t he HaLure of the country completely changed . as ahead 
and on o ur left hand the ground \\"as rolling and de\'oid of trees. Leading 
down to the hut on thl" II"cst ::, idc \I·e l"ol\ l{1 see some magnificent ski-inK 
:;;lopes on t h(' Grey r..1arc Rang-c: we wcre \·cry tempted to sta~' for at least 
a day but. uniortunately. had to push on to keep 10 Ol1r schedule . 

\Ye were made VCfI· welcomc at the Grl"1' :'I1are Hut bY Charles nell 
and his companion. \\"h~ wcre looking aftl"r tile mine worki;lgs during the 
winter months : we had a most {,lljn~·able lUlll'h ;lnl! "pel! there. \\·e greatly 
appreciated their hospitality :tilt!. \\"Ill"1l the time came. we re loat h to leave 
all the fi\·e-mile st retch to ::\la\\"sOI1'" lTut. n ell \'ery kindly piloted us for 
the first two miles and this enabled liS to make the best cro~sil1gs over two 
awkward open creeks. The rOl1te still led cast . crossing t\\"o stee p ranges. 
unti l the \ ' alentine Ri\·er lVas reached. jllst below the Big Bend of that 
stream. From thi~ po int. din:ct ly (,,,,,t. the main range can he SCl"ll abOllt 
2~ miles away. appearing as an insignificant ridge on the horizon . .Half 
,,·a)-. the northern end of the T\:erries makes an important landmark. which 
is ea~ ily recognised. It is aronnd this point. or better. t hrough a low sadd!c 
a quarte r oi a mile to the sOl1th. that the track kads to ::\1a.\";;on·5 lInt. which 
is hali a mi le further o n in a southerly direc t ioll. 
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Approaching this hut. a~ we had to, froUl the north, care mll,;t be taken, 
especially if the \' i ~ihil ity is poor. as tin: hut is s ituated in a clump of trees 
a t the eastern foo t o f t he "errie,;, abOl1t a quarter of a mile away ilnd a 
hundred feet abo n! the Upper Valen tine I~i\' er. These tree s, although t hey 
te nd to hide t he actual hut, arc a g"llidc, as th ey arc the ollly ui!;tinct clnmp 
in the vicinity , OIL ou r trip, \\'1.' made the mi;;take of fir;;t tr<l\clhng dOWIl 
the wrong s ide of Ihe Kerrics and wasted a \'aJuablc hour of <la,v Ji j:!'ht before 
real izing ou r mistake. 

After a lIlost comforta ble night \\'1.' "et off iur Cha rl o ttc' ", P:l!'~5, takin g 
the well-known route In' wa\' uf the Kerrie,.., \\'hite'", Ri \'Cr Saddle, the 
Rol ling Ground, \\e!';! ridge ot Totle, Pound'.., Creek. and up Spencer',; Creck 
to Ollr des tination, which wa" re.tehed ahol1t 10 p.I11, 

Fur those eonlemplating Ihi" trip a ie\\' po ints di"clIi',sed in grea ter detail 
would not be am i.:;.:;. Oil lcadng th c Pretty Pla in Hilt one first l':rosses the 
Buli's ll ead Cr~ek and proceed", np the valley ior abOllt t wu hundred .'"ard~, 
,\ narrow, steep. \\'uud~d \'al1ey i;;; seen un t he left and it is lip thi,; that the 
fir s t po rti on o i the track 1I,:a<l", Fur the !ir,..! mile, wh ich is \'cr,' steep, no 
major features o f th e co untry can be relied upun, hu t one ha s to keL' p a 
g:eneral easterly COUr,.l·. T hcn. aiter ahout a four-hundred fonl (I,;Cl'nt from 
the cre~k, a ;,mall clearing i" reached and, irom thi, poillt. twu db-tiner peak,; 
can be seen ahead. an unnamed c1user one on the leit and the we ll-marked 
Rocky Bogong" un the right. It i ~ hetween ,he",e that nile llIU"t pa.;s to reach 
the Bark lIut. which ha" al rea(ly been (li"cu~;;ed. 

G. ft. -,,, ,, ,,in 
A "omb.lt away from home, 


