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The 1935 Kiandra-Kosciusko Traverse 
By A. T elfer. 

\\'e left .\dalllinahy by ca r on the 27th luh' . :titer a long talk with :\I r . 
Bell . ~ l anag-cr of the Grey ~ l arcs ~ l ille::i lIe :~nd hi" "OilS KO. "umiller ,Int! 
winter . to their 111 ine through Nim1110. o\"(.'r the Il ra,:.sy Mountain,; ilnd Ru ll' s 
Peaks. The SIlO\\' was n:ry th ick in ;lnd around l, iand ra and we spent the 
first few days getting our sk i leg~. \\'c \\'ent out one day to .'.lount Selwyn. 
the hianclra championship hill. with Downey. Hill Pattinson and Alcorn. 
T heir downhill cour"e is now qUite a CICilf fun. wi th about a JOO feet de~cent. 
T he weather tha t week wa~ Yen' bad and the ~treet:; of Kiandra " 'ere under 
.j. fee t of sno \\". wit h a la rge dr ift'right across the road , between t hc ho tel an d 
t he POS t ollice . \\ 'c we nt ou t to the T ahle Top and its hu t' tw ice that Week. 
and Spelll two nights there. Thc viel\" from Table Top is \'cry fine. of illlerest+ 
ing country. fro m the hills round c.'mbtrra . to thc Xorth, to Jagullgal and GUll+ 
g'Lrtan. to the South. The Happy Jack \'alley i ... ,..pread out belo,," the trig, 

L eft to right : Mort ' s H ut, Bogong H ut. Grey Mare's Mine Hut. 

sta tion in a rat her hew ilderi ng lLla%e o f small ridge:;. ,-\ hetter concep t ion of 
the whole Happy Jacks call be gained from the main range a t the nip, or 
from the Somh+Ea"tern ;;.Iope of the \'ale T.S. Spllr. \ \ 'e tried to find the Dip' 
( ':Uontagllc',.. lI ut) frolll there. but the \\T,L thcr made yi,.ibility \'c ry bad. Our 
t ri p on horse-back the following Easter also "howed II'; t hat we d id no t go 
far enough ca"t. 

T he final effort to get ou t of the Kia ndra dis trict \\'as made on II l on­
day. August 5, when we leit Kiandra and thc comfortable fires i(le of Downey 's 
:\Ipine lIotel a t l.1 5 1'.111. and arrived at the Tahle Top Hilt at 5 p.l11. Sno\\" 
and wind all the way made it a \('ry unpleasant trip, ,\ n uncomfortahle nigh t 
on green boughs ancl shcep skins at Table Top I fut found us ready to lea\'c 
the next mornin g at 8.30 a. m.-un wha t hade fair to be the first fine (lay for 
10 days. \\"e had crossed to Koscill;;.ko last \'car un the ea,. tern side (Jf t he 
Happ~' Jacks, but this year we kept to its w(,stern side. If a bear ing oi 190° 
is taken frol1l Tahle Top. it will be found that along this approx imate line lie 
Boobee. Fa rm Ri dge and 110gong Ht1ts. and our ohject was to iollo\\" thi..: line 
and find these hilts. \\'e iound . after a "cry icy \\'ade across the H app)" Jack 
R.i,·c r. Boobcc H ut ' a t abol1 t hmch tiLlle. T his hllt i,.; one of the 1ll0S T pleas­
antly s it"l1:tt eJ hnts r ha\'e \·i" ited. On the liol1th-eas tl'rn ,.; lope oi t he ::.pur 
which ends in the \'nle T.S .. it cummands a beautiful vic\\' of thc Happy 
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L eft to right : Mould 's (S pencer's Peak) H ut, Farm Ridge H uts, Montague's 
(The Dip) H ut, 

Jack~, with Spcl1eer'~ l'("nk in Ihe iar ~unth-en~tern cumer. The uld Farm 
I~idge tdephune line run", an-lJ~'" the ,alle~ 400 'an\" irulll the hut and tit" 
l'lIIall wouded knol]"', ~u typical oi the lb.pp~ Jack \ - al1e~. make a beautiiul 
,'iew irolll the hut',.. upen 'erandah, 

.-\fter \un<"h. a lin!: at appTllxim:uely :?20 f,.(,111 jlbt in fruI1I (of HV(lhee 
!Iut showed liS DoulJlfuJ (;ap (at the IUp oi Digger'", Creek), lI'illl the old 
telegraph pule" pointing' the \\'ay tv Farm Rid~l'. The Duuhtful nj"cr i .. a 
fast-flowing' "t r"am and. at thi" cro""ing, ha" a H:ry precipil llU" appruach, 
The "tiff climb IIJl ttl Farm Ri(lg'c' ImHlght. ilt the !Up, a fine \' jew uf Jag-unga!. 
The door of Farm Ridge lIut was open alHl tilt" ~1l0W had drifled into ho th 
room", \\'e m:maged, at the e:-"pl·tlSe oj con"i(!erahle ener:;!'~, In g'et Ihc duor 
10 shllt. The hUI i., nu\. at pn·,..ent, in g'llod cunditiun, hUl i". I think, a 1110:.1 

'aluahle link in the chain of hut~ from Hoobel' III :\[aw~nn':", ~u,..taill(·d "ilh 
chul:olate and rai:" i !l~. ,n: IHI",hL.'d Oil and after a hard dimh up uut "f [jug'u ng 
Creek found Hugung lInt. ti red but \cry "ati ... ficd "ith \\hal wa .. ulle of Ihe 
IIIO"t intere:.ting da~'~ "ki-inK \\1,' had e'cr had. Ilreakia .. t at Tin I lut. Table 
Tup. lea\ ing- at 8,30 a.m,: lunch al Hoobee 11t1l: afternoon lea at Farm nidge 
Hut : arri\ing at Uog-ung at 4A:i p,llI. jor "upper- a tutal (I i"tanc(' I,r ab(out 12 
mile:.. r (.,,,timate Ihat it is ahout twu lu.ur~ ea".' ~k i-ing Irutu HUtluce to Farm 
nidge and ah(Jut (Jill' huur fnml Farm I~idg(' It. Hugtlng', 

The n"J.!'ong I !tit should he a "ery comfuf\ab!e hut. in excellent cond ition, 
L;l1jortI1l1atc1~' , a hole in th e !,p(lf had let S IlO\\' (III to Ihe cei ling of the ~f'\'oncl 
room and it had fallen in, The main room wa" "cn' comfortable and we had 
a grand "Iccl' un twu excellell t "'irc z-trctcher!'- with ~nattrc""c", unt il 6, 15 a.l1I. 
Le:l.\ing at 8 a,lll. \\1,' climbt'U lip to a z-addle "hu"e l'cntre i" apl'rosilllatcl~ 
170 ' frolll tlw Hili and swinging' rvmuJ inlu a \allcy runn ing at l60~ we 
founu ou r way o"er the St ru H1hu Spur 10 the "alentine \'alley :lIId :\la\\,;;;ol1'" 
11111. A haJJP.' and hall-predicted mecting with Gildtr·:. party. who had 
arr ived at Ihe hut un the prcvit)u:. day, and whu prO\ided morning- lea, put Il~ 
in goood spirit ,.. for Ihe trip ha..:k \(I th c Chalet. .\ g-reat rnll niT (;ungarta n in 
perfect snow brough t liS to lunch jU"1 below thc Saddlt· and in ~ i :;!'ht of Ihe 
IICW and c\'icil-ntly "trongly huilt .\dam'!,- Hut. on \\-hite'~ Rin'r, L'~ing our 
water-proof cape" a" !>ail;;;. \\'t' "ailed at a great "peed acro::,!'- tlte Rolling 
Grounds, .\iter a rl'irc;;;hin,;{ run down the G11Ihq{3 \\'e f'Jund it po",sihle 10 

cros~ the S no\\'~' l{iw;r at the HltI(~ Co\\' Creek junction, From there the 
famil iar landmark :-. Pound,,' Cre"k Hilt . Spcncer'" Cr('ck and Sugar Loaf. 
brought Ill' 10 the Cha let and the end of a \'Cry del ightful and interesting 
Ira\'e,.~c from Kiand ra, 



.\. Tdirr. 
Left 10 right: Mawson', HUI. Table T op Hut. Boobee Huts. 

Thl"H' iulluw ;:01111.' 11Otl'~ nil hnt .. which .. houlU be u",l'iul III conjunction 
with Ihl' list in the 1935 )'f'<lr Houk. 

(I ). Table Top (Tin H ut).-lkaring- a!lpro,illlately 20 from Tahk' T.S. 
~\ gah·a ni:. .... d iron hut. 13' " Ii'. unlined. Ollt: \,indtJ\\ with hruad .. ll\Ittl·r~ 
woodc li Hoor-not cull1Jll~tcly wcatht'r-pmuf- woud ill \icinity ·-only III hc 
thought oi a~ a telllJlurary she\tc'r, To find the hilI. run clown (tIT Tahie Top, 
or l"ound i, .. ,·a:.tern slulw. to a l'icare<\ sa(idil'. which runs approximately 
north and :,mllh there i .. a fencC' along the till' uf tilt' :-addle and frum here 
the hut can bl' ,,('en ahout 200 yanl .. nn t he "ulllht'rn fall of the .. ;ltidil', 

(2) The Dip (or Montague's) Hut.~Thl' IIut i..., .. itllatl'd 'lppru!l.inlately 
half.way betWl'CIl Tablf' Top )IUlIliwin (CabranmrraJ and ,\ddicllll1hene T.S., 
hilt i .. well up 011 Iu the [)ip. UII \lw t'a" tl'rn "Iopl' of Olle of the· many "hun 
!>pllrs running out frum Ihe ?llain l' aug-c.-. It i:. a .. illg-Ie-rounlcd lin hut. I.;' x 18', 
" ith olle \,ire .. lr,'leher. 11 i" nut ~IW\\" pre,vf and ... hnuld unly hl' C"(l\l~it1ered 
a .. a Il'mporary ~1H'lter. 

(3) Boobee Hut.-Owllt'r. J. Clwlle;-. Silitaliull ...... 11\ the ~()utll-ea ... t !>loJlc 
of the spur running" ""uth IrOIll the \'ale T.S. ])I!~l'riptinll: 1'l1I're an' two 
Iml!>, 01lC'. of lin. i .. h'pt loC"kl'd the othl·t·. fiftc(-n yard;; aW:l~. i~ :l 1\\"0-
rooll1e<1 rubhf'ru i(I-IiIll'c1 \\"c:llhcrhllard hut with 0lh:11 ,"crandah. Three \\ ire 
",Iretchers :l1ld Ii, t· ma itre",,,,',, llIakt, thi~ .. 11I1\\·-prd,,1 hut olle of the 1lI0" t l'OH\­

furt nh1c in till; li ll ll\\" cotlll\ry. 
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