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The Ski-ing Huts of New South Wales 
Uy C. Gilder . 

During the last few years m uch work has been donc in 
cpcnlng up the !.ouring country on the M:lin Range at Kos
ciusko. Some years ago, one made plans days ahead before a 
tour to Betts' Camp was achieved but, with the advent .of the 
Chalet at Charlotte's Pass, we find now, not only the venture 
some and marc experienced skier , but the fOltnlght-a-year 
skier, urged with a desire to explore the Icss known regions o r 
the Range. Provided the necessary essen tial precautions are 
taken and at lcast one member o f the party is experienced In 
touring, It Is a perfectly laudable desire. 

Of paramount importance to a party tou rin g anywll ere be
yond Cllftrlotte's Pass, Is a t ru e knowledge of the location and 
condition of a ll the too-few huts existent In this wonderful 
s~retch of louring country. Oiven morc of these huts, judici
ously placed at Intervals between t he exis\,ing habitable huts, 
long trips in these r egions will be the naLura l ord er of the day. 

Even with these conditions, one must noL lose sig ht of the 
fact Lhat the Main Range. on account of Its wealher, wlll 
always demand respect , and. if a party docs not wish La be
come bC-ll lghted a nd spend a very uncomfortable night in Lhe 
timber. this knowledge of the position of the objective huL and 
of the surrounding terra in should enable It to reach shelter 
under :lllY conditions. 

With the object of educa ting skiers as to the position a nd 
cond ition ot the huts siLuated on the Kosciusko Plateau, the 
Editor has asked me to collect all possible Informa tion regard-

-" .... '.;'.;.. 

Ma ..... son's Hut, Valent.ine River. In summer. 
c. Oill1 ~ •• 
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ing Lhese huts SO thnt the prospective lourer will be a ble t o 
share the knowledge collected from the most reliable sources. 

Daner'll Hut. 
This hut Is of no great consequence. It lies about 100 

yards cast of the road on the Hotel side of D~tner 's Oa p. Its 
main purpose Is a s a shelLer-shed tor picnic parties in the 
viciuity. 

Smiggilt Holes. 
The hu L at. Smlggln Holes Is easily visible from the snow

pole line, apPI·oxlmaLely J mile a bove the crossing of Piper's 
Creek a nd 5 miles from the Hotel. A one-roomed hut, con
nected with the Hotel and Chalet. by telcphone. Built mainly 
as a shelter-shed for Ilartics cn rOlltc to the Chalet. it is an ex
cellent objective COl· a olle-day trip from the Hotel, surrounded 
as it is by very excellent snow slopes of every gradient. No 
provisions or blankets a r e provided. 

Betts' Camp. 
Once the pammount objective of the more adventurous 

skl-ing parties, Betts' Ca mp. 8 mll es from the Hotel on the 
snow-pole lin e to t he S ummit. has of r ecent years been over
shadowed by the advent of the Chalet. The hut consists o f 
3 rooms and a hallway. and Is a regular r esting-point for 
parties touring to the Chaiet. Du ring the overel"Owded period 
at the Chalet. during the last two years. Betts· Camp has nc
commodated the overflow, be ing used during the 1933 season 
for the accommodation of the visi ting Melbourne University 
Ski Club. During lhese periods, a man from the Hotel is In 
permanent residencc. supplying the weary Chalet joumeyers 
with a very welcome cup o f lea. 

The Lauric Scali/lilt Memorial Hut. 
T he Seaman Hut Is sitUated on the snow-pole line. on the 

route to t he Summ it" on the N.E. end o f the Et.heridge Range, 
about i i miles from the Kosciusko S umm it Itself. Emergency 
rations. fil·st.-aid kit, blankets and firewood are sLacked in the 
hut. bu t. shou ld not, all a lly occasion . be used unless t heir use 
Is absolutely essential to t he welfare of a party. The hut is 
connected with the Chalet ancl the Hotel by Leiepilone, and a 
party caught In the regions o f the Summit by bad weather 
should have no dimculty in making this lHlt and almying any 
f(Oars as to their sa feLy. 

Tin Hu t , No. 1 (Po/wels' Creek). 
An easy two hours' r un from the Chalct. via Spencer's 

Creek, brings olle to Pounds' Creek Hut, situated on the cast 
bank of the Snowy River. nbOtlt .\ mil e below t he junction of 
Speneel"·s Creek with the Snowy. Its prox imity to Llle Chalet 
reduces its Imparlance as a safety hat. but It is stocked with 
firewood. blankets, nxe and cooking utensils. There Is no 
emer gency tood or first-aid kit. 

Tin Hut , No.2 (Gzmgartult). 
Built in 1928 by the Ski Club of Australln, In conjunction 

with Messrs. Litchfield, of Cooma, this hut was. for some years, 
an essential link in any contemplated trip to the country be-
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yond Gun garlan. The hut consists or one room, equ ipped with 
a Canadian stove and bunks for four people. Firewood, 
blankets and sleeping bags are stocked there. but no emer
gency rations arc available. The hut is situated approximately 
I t miles north of Gungarian, and by a glance at the accom
panying map should be located in any weather. Travelling 
from the Kosciusko end of the Rang'c, the fence which runs 
through the Pass between the two high peaks of Gungartan· 
should be located on the White's River-Dicky Cooper ' Creek 
Saddle and should be followed tilt'ougll the Gull~artan Pass 
down to the Finn's River-Valentine Saddle, where it takes a 
right-angle turn eastwards. The hut is on the left-hand or 
north side of the fence, approximately 200 yards down the 
fence, just before it dips steeply down into the Finn's River 
Valley. water should be available In close proximity to the 
hut, under any conditions. fl"Om a stream located about 100 
yards from the hut, in a due S.E. direction. Before using Gun
gartan hu t, one should obtain the permisslon of the Ski Club of 
Australin. 

Dicky Cooper Hnt. 

No information is available as Lo the cond ition, 01· even 
the existence, of the Dicky Coope!" Hu t . It was at one time 
located about 1 ~ miles N.W. of the Dicky Cooper-Whi te's River 
Saddle. Information r egarding this hut would be appreciated, 
as It forms an excellent getaway for a party travelling to GlUl
gartan and meeting with adverse weather, making the ascent 
to the Gung·artan Pass and the ul timate locating of the Gun
gartan Hut, not only utlcomfort.abl e, but possibly dangel"Otls. 

Mawson's Hut (Bobltndna) . 
Built four yea t·s ago, it is the property of the New Zealand 

and Aust.ralian Land & Finance Co., who have snow leases in 
this area. Approximately 3 miles down the Valentine River 
from G\m gartan, this hut is the most comfortablc on the 
Rang-e. It con.'lists of two large rooms and a hall. all floored 
and havin g the walls llned with an insulating material. There 
are bunks for a party of four . but no blanket.s or sleeplng bag-s 

• GungarLull. unforttmalely for purposes of concise deserlptlon. is 
1101.. as m.ay be Imagined. a llrominctH out.standing peale We find 
in the vicinity of t.he summit. a jumbl e 01' p!"Omilleu~ peaks formed by 
the crossing of the I'oL"1in Range by t.he Kerries. each of these peaks 
n;;)Jearin;:. unill Stillllottnted. tIle highest. of t.he group. At least two 
cf t.hem have what may be misto.ken fo!· Trig. Stations 011 thelr sum
mits. but one of these 15 only a. stick. 

From Lhe t.op of e ithcr of these pe:;k5 no mistake cnn be mllde 
os to whicb is tile tnte summi t The lesser of the two bear·s 30 deg. 
W. of N. from the Trig. 

These two peaks form a well-donned pa~s. whlel1 Is entered from 
the S.W. and throush whleh runs the fence from While·s River-Dicky 
Cooper Saddle. Possibly, under helivy snow conditions. t.his fence 
wOII1(\ be covered all the saddle it.se\l" nnd would not. be located tliL 
well up towards the pass where. passing over very rocky calm try , it 
should be visible at ~ome point. enabling the party to check \1]> on 
their position. The fence. It. will he noticed. st.<1I"ts slighl1y to the west 
of the White's River Saddle. 
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Sketch l1mp showing locntioll of Wh.lte·s River Saddle and 

Gungart.an Tin Hut. 

should be relicd on. A large open fireplace is installed in one 
of the rooms, bu t no provision for h eating is provided in the 
sleeping room. It is usually stocked at the end of the summer 
months with firewood. but all provision for rations would have 
to be made by a party touring to this hut. Proceeding N.W. 
from G\mgarlan Hut, leav ing t.he Main Range on the right 
and the Kerries on the left, a distance of about 1 mile will be 
covered before the declivity of the Valentine Creek becomes 
visible, as under heavy snow conditions the marshy upper 
reaches would show no change in the terrain of the country. 
Once the declivity of the Valentin e is picked up no lroublc in 
locating the hut should OCCItl". If the visibility is g·ood, Jagull
gal will be seen immediately ahead, and, slightly to the right 
in the immediate foreground, t h e prominent peak of the Cup 
and Saucer Hill which lies due north across t.he Valentine from 
Mawson's HuL. The hut would not be visible from the actual 
bed of the river, being about 200 yards up the steeply slopin g 
bank. Even in bad weather one could hardly overshoot the 
hut, as the prominent Bi g Bend of tile Valcnl!ne is less than 
one mile below the hut. Reference to the accompanying m ap 
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Sketch mnp /:illowing lo::nUon of Ml\Wson'S H u t In t he Va lentine R.iver 
VnJJc~·. 

will show t he position o f Lhcse va r ious outstanding feat ures in 
l he terrain. Permission " 'om t.he owners would have to be ob
t.aln ed before using Lhls h ut. 

Boltoll's II llt, Oliver's H ilt, Reid's Hut. 
T he timbered counLry cast of Gungartun Is well equipped 

with small h ul.s of varying hnblLable conditions. These hu ts, 
buil t by shepherds during t he summer mon ths. sollle of them 
being of t he slnb typ e, have no food or wood st.ocked In them. 
a nd no guarantee can be given ns to t heir condition , but, 
situated as Liley are. t hey provide excellent shelter In case of 
emergency. or these huts. BolLon's Hut Is the most. I m l~orLant. 
situa ted on a branch o f ~he Finn 's River , in n direct lme be
tween Gunga rta n nnd the Hotel. It afIords nn cxcell~nt 
shelter in t.he even t. of a forced descen t th rough t.hls most 111-
hospitab le piece o f coun try. 

Farm ntdye Huts. 
Approxima tely In a direct line. some 22 miles from Kiandra 

and 30 miles from Kosciusko. these h uts were used by t he first 
party (Sk i Club o f Australia) to accomplis h the Klandrn
Kosciusko t rip d uring the winter months. 
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I n formation as to t.he terrain In the Immedia te vicin ity or 
these huts Is not ava ila ble. T hey lie on t he head-waters of 
the DoubUu l River , a pproximately d ue nOlt h of J agungal, dis
tant some 4 miles. No provisions or blankets w Ul be found 
there, but the latest In forma tion is to the efIect t hat one hut 
Is qui te ha bitable, having a well-buUt fir eplace a nd raised 
Hoor. 

Soobee (Cheney's) Miners li nts. 
T hese t wo hul..s, situated 011 the S. E. slope of the Far Ba ld 

Mounta in, on the W. side o f the Ha ppy J a ck Valley, would be 
extremely usefu l to a party negotiating the country betwccn 
K landra a nd Kosciusko. Difficulty would be experienced, no 

O. (Hhl~ •• 
Te\epho\.OGTll \)h of Mt. JngunGn \ In SUlllluer from Mawson'S Hut. The 
mounl.nln Is fh'e miles dlstnnt nnd Intervening valleys are 110t shown. 

doubt, In locating t hem in bad weather as there are no out
stand ing la nd ma rks In their immed iate vic inity, wit h t he ex
ception o f Fa r Bald Moun tain . T he)' sLand on t he edge of 
tlmbt'red country a nd lll'e easily visible from the east from a 
d istance of some miles during clca r weather. A d ist a nce o f 
only approximately 4 miles separates Fn rm Ridge Huts a nd 
these huts. Once a gain no guara ntee of their condition ca n 
be given. Cer tainly no p rovisions or sleeping accommodation 
are p rovided , a nd , according to the la test Information , they 
a re not ha bl l.able as a ll the windows a r c m L'iSlng. 

MCP/lce's H ilts. 
T hese huts lie rl.bout 10 miles N.W. of Gun gartan 011 the 

Dargals Ra nge. At least one o f the huts, consisting of 4 rooms 
(a veritable parad ise) Is ha bitable, a nd It Is possible t hat 
blankets may be found t herc, but reliance should not be placed 
on th is In formation . P roviding rations were sent up d uring 
the s ummer monlhs, some wonderful country could be opened 
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Skct.ch mnll of the Enslcm fnll of the Ma in Rall QC 
betwccn OUllsnrtn.n !lllU Bull's PCIlk.~ . Note 

difference In scnle from other mllJlll-

Table Top Hut . 

up for winter 
cx ploraUon , 
not. only on 
the head
wnte rs of the 
Ocehl River, 
but. on t.he 
Dnrgnls Range 
It.sclf. 

Grey Marc's 
B ogong Huts, 

Years ago, 
huts cxLsted at. 
Grey Mare's. 
being con
slruc Led for 
the accommo
dation of min
e r s working 
[n the vicinity. 
Their existence 
to - day is 
doubtful, but 
once ascer
t :tIn e d they 
would form a 
halC~way point 
lor a party ex
ploring in the 
dll'cctloll of 
McPhee's Huts 
Qt' along the 
Grey Marc's 
Ridge. 

Situnted on t he north end of t.he Runge, [llmroximntely 9 
miles from Kla ndrn , Table Top Hut. forms a st.rong link In a 
eontemplat.ed t rip from KI:mdrn to Kosciusko, A galvanlsed
Iron hut of one room. with a raised !loor, containin g B. stove 
and a n abundnnt supply of firewood In the Immediate l~allty. 
The hut Is nOOnt one mUe from the Table Top T.S., Iymg 36 
deg. cast. of south . 

As m entioned before, the information given In th is a ftlcle 
Is coll ect.ed from th e llloSt rellabl c sources available at the 
time, but a n y queries or suggestions would be welcolI~ed by 
Lhe Editor. as it Is only by a slow p rocess o f InclUSIOn or 
eUmlnatlon t hat we can hope to gather reliable data. .. 

A special a ppeal is made to a ll louring parties vIsiting 
these various huts to remember t.hat t he a ll- too-few emergency 
rations a nd medical ki t. stocked t h erein may be the means of 
saving life in the event of accidents. and should not, on any 
occasion , be used unless t heir usc Is absolutely essential. 
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The Fly on T wynam 

One day when I was on the top 01 Twymun a big blowfly 
cam' and buzzed a ll round the ca lm. 

I was a still, ho cloud. freezing in the shade and 
01 got there after the Climb. you 

your rucksack and y shoulders started to pull In 
ftont with t he n <: II r reaction and you fe lt:. like 

and you ofT 0 r s un-goggles, wiped your 
ched, an It was gran . 

Owns d t here were ·Ixt:.y niles o f dark valley 
:lnd hill, valley hill, Bog In Vlct.orla shovcd 
up out of Lhe sc ~b fOOLhllis, 10 Ing yellow a s you saw it. 
through lhe h M-C. e lhe Grey Mare's Ridge, 
s loping up for ten nn ~ow l!1C' snow to the Darga ls. And 
beyond that J ngung'a l, Ing t In tohc sun with Its head on 
its rorepaws, sneering a ~ t 30 1 yawn ing ane! damned con-
fident and s uperior about ev,eryth It gave you the s.'l llle 
feeling o r social in ferio rity as"'\"lookin fe ly t hrough th e bars 
at a bored lion. Thel'e was grea com tUl'lling to the 
cast and looking down over Lhe owy r POunds' 
Creek Hut looked smug and s illy an was bus a little 
piece or smoke Crom Its ch imney; two th sa nd feet below. de
finil.ely bourgeois. You could hear. when the wind blew up 
Crom til e vall ey, a watcrfall at. t he junction I Spencer 's Creek. 

I lay on my back in the stl 1. I suppose hadn' t been there 
mor c than five minut es before J he come, bustles round my 
bools. buz:l',cs over my face. gets augh t In h e open pocket of 
my rucksnck. kicks up the hell o f a olse tr ng to get:. out. . pops 
out Jooklng fOOlish, pretending he wa on ly )Iaylng, and finally 
shuts off his engine :l nd settles on tii cai 'n. 

I Look a good peek a t. him then. A . black. fa t, feller . 
carrying a lull load of petrol and a retrac ble under-carriage. 
To get to Lha t mountain h e had clim bed si. Lhousand fcct. In 
t he m iddle of winter. when he ought, by rlS Ls, to have been 
dead. He wa., the fl rst blowfly to get to the or Twynam In 
wint.cf. So I though t about him. 

You sec, he couldn 't have been an ordlnar blowfly. I 
Lhought. about him. One day he woke up In his h Ie down h} 
FJyville In the Oeehi Valley and he sa id. " Boys:' he aid. "whaV 
n grand day. It must be s umm er again." And they j st tU::.9~1 
over and said . "Aw, go away and don't bot.her us :' Bu he~ 
" No. by cl'ipes," hc Mid. " It·s summer all right and I hav L 
ha d a bit of c:ln lon under my belt. for t01l1' months." 

And he said, "Whnt's that big whi te Jump til) there bov.'!:' 
I'm goi ng to have n look at it." Now. no one ha d been here 
because ther e was nothing on it decenlly dead and It wa just 
silly. But he said. " No, t he re's always a deader dog 
around thc com er and I reckon it looks good UJl there." 

, 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Ii 
I 
II 
I 


