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An Appreciation 

In 1928 t.he A!lstrnliull Ski Year Book mad e ilS Or:; t. appcar
(m ce, Its Editor was MI'. Percy Hunter, and from t hat. ii rst 
number to the latest., the 1933 edition, he has cont.lnued to ac t. 
as Ge nCl'al Editor. Fl'om t hat position he has now resigned, 
and nn opportunity is available to an Associate Ed it.or to let. 
tile mnk and file of Auslmlian skiers know (what. his Editorial 
posit.lon prevented t.helr hearing) the wonderful services he has 
rendered to sk l ~ing in this country, Fort.unatcly for us, th is Is 
not. In t.hc least in t.hc nature of a farewell, for Mr. Hunt.e r re
mains chairman of the 
Ski Council. t.o say noth-' 
Ing of his vice-presidency 
of seve ral clubs: it is 
m(J'cly an excellent. op
port un 11 y of Introducing 
to many sl( lel's WllO have 
not come in contact. willl 
him t.he man to whom, it 
migh t well be said, Liley 
owe th eir sport, 

Fol' t.he hIstory of 
maciel'll Sk i- lng, In New 
South Wales at least, 
centres mostly around Mr. 
Huntcl'. He rescued it. 
from t he desuetude Into 
which It fell with the de~ 
cline of Klandra. and was 
mainly responsible for it.s 
sturdy grow th at Kos~ 
clusko, When, later, It 
advanced to the I>osition 
of an ol'ganlsed sport it 
was he who watched over 
and guided i ts early de
liberntlons, When, fl rst, 
\.wo clubs and then, later, 
others. for med a New 
Sout.h Wal es Ski Council 
there was only one ob- PERCY HUNTER. 
vlolls choice fOl' the po~i-
l ion- a dlmculL one then-of chairman, and we lllay still be 
grat.efu l for the day when MI'. Hunler a.ccepted his election. 
It was a ti me wIlen there was a sharp cleavage, not on ly 
between t.ile t.wo main clubs in the State, but al so bet.ween 
Lllose who hacl pioneered ski-ing here and the newcomers whose 
preoccupa tion waS with racing, test.') and organised exploraLIOI1 . 
Percy Hunter lmd been a. leader in t.he Janner class; he Is, how
ever, the fortunat.e possessor of a type of ment.al agility which 
1I0urlshes among leading journalists, I know no man who can 
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adj ust so quickly his out.look to changed conditions. In are· 
markably short time he had begun to force 0 11 the one school 
the realis.'l. Uon t hnt organisation and racing had come to stay 
and to (.one down the morc fa n tastic schemes of the othe r. IL 
was not until some time later that it dawned on people t hat in 
the process the original animosity between t he clubs had dis
appea red. 

One can hardly re rram from personal recollcctlons of some 
of those Council meelings. With a bla nd smile he ~at at the 
head of the table, deftly steering debate away from the Scylla 
or acrimony 01' the Charybdis of useless acquiescence, restrain
Ing the excita ble, extracting useful contl'ibu tions from the JeSS 
verbose and occasionally t.h rowing in one o f t hose delighUully 
apt similes which make him the most refreshing or aft.er
dinner speakers. The joy ot it all was Umt not. one of those 
who argued ever realised that t.hls subtle direct ing was In 
operation. An ex perience of llUman nat.ure which ranged from 
the edit.orsh lp of a big newspaper to the r un n ing or Au stra lia 
House In Lo ndon, fr om a mu lti plicity of Important Publlc Ser
vice positions to the cha irma nshi p of t his sect.lon of tile Pucific 
Cu bi c Board, has not been with out its effect on Mr. Hunter. 
One deta il of his m anagement o f these meetings remains par
tlcu lal'ly In my mind. He never allowed any motion 01' a mend
ment t.o be put in a controvcrsial mattcr until everyone had 
spokcn. By that time It generally a ppea red that. on essentials, 
the meeting was agreed: then, and not before, a s kil fully-worded 
motion was put and, of course. passed without. d isse nt. Mildly 
astonished antagonlsw, fo und there was nothi ng Lo urgue about. 
1 have o ftcn wish ed t ha t 1 could see Mr. Hunter preSiding, 
amiable n nd Im llertur ba ble, over a joint meeting o f the M.C.C. 
and the Boa rd of Cricket Control on the subject o r body- linc 
bowling. 

His knowledge of t he AUStra lian Alps extends back to 1902. 
In t hat yea r he wen t on a summer trip to t.he summit or 
Kosci usko. In those days It was a laborious business. By s tage 
coach fro m Cooma one went to J inda byne and there took sadd le 
nnd pack-horses Into the mountains. They camped the fi rst 
night west o f thc Porcupines, rode to tIle summit next clay and 
back La t he camp, returning to J indabyne on the third day and 
Coom a on the fourth. 

In 1905. after becoming infl uenced by the enthusiasm of 
the la te Charles Kerry, who ll ad been visiting the snowfields 
for severnl years, he organ ised t he fi rst Governmen t party of 
skiers LO visit Klandra . The party went. by coach to Adamlnnby, 
spcnt t he n igh t there a nd drove next morning to tile snow
Ilne. Th ere was eight miles of ski-ing to Ki andm, not one of 
the par Ly had seen a sk i before a nd . of COUl'se, it blew a bJlz
zard. Here I can quote Mr. Huntcr 's own words. "Afte r spend
ing a week In Klnnd l'a we skied out 14 miles to Yarrangobi lly 
Caves and came home via Tumut. Three weeks later 1 took 
another party up and repeated the prognunme. Sir Sam uel 
Hordern wa s In the second pany, also Reg. Todman a nd 
Charlie BenneLt. But I think all t he oLhers have gone. J aek 
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Mulligan. whose book has just been publl.~hed, was In the firsL 
party." 

The Idea o f opcn lng UJl Kosciusko was Mr. Hunter's. Sir 
Joseph (then Mr .) Carr uthcrs. the Premier of New Sout.h Wales, 
was, forLlInately for later generations. a man of vision. There 
was much cr il,lcism or the Idea, the local inhabitants laughed 
at t he thought of an hotel Inside the snowline. the usual arm
chair critics In Syd ney had a grand time pointing ou t the 
dlntculties and Lhe dilHculLics thcmsclves were almost Insllr-

O. Oiltl ••. 
LookinG west rrolll the lower slOllCS ot the Pcrisiler , O\'er Amos Creek. 

mountable. But wi th Hun t,er's dr iving force, Carrut hers' fa lLh 
In t he project and the in gen ui ty of Colonel Vernon , the Gov 
ernment Architect, the hOLel was built and the road pushed 
through tile mountains to the top of Kosciusko. "T he road ." 
says Mr. HUllter. "was a rearful sn u!; a nd t r a nspor tation an 
absolute nlghLmare." 

The Sydney visitol's to Klanclra ha d formed a club of their 
own. apart from the Kiand ra Ski Club (or "Snow Shoe" Club , 
as it was ca lled. Lhe word "shoes" being uscd for ski In Kiandra. 
[\ usag'c which has s urvlvcC! to th is day). T he first pa rty of 
visi tors to the Hotel Kosc iusko Included several of those who 
had been In the Klandra parties: on tha t now fa mous fir st 
night in the partly- bu ilt hotel the Kosciusko Alpin e Club was 
formed from t he Klandra Visitors' Club. Mr. Pearson wenL 
round the bare corridors of the new building beating a gong to 
summon ali present 1.0 the billia rd-room. Tha t was 25 years 
ago, and he and MI'. Hunt.c r have ma intained t heir connection 
with Ule club ever since. 
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I t ried to extract f!'Dm Mr. Hunter the story of his work for 
ski-lng, but he slopped at that point. He wl·ote, '· You know a U 
the rest. I really d idn't do anything ma rc, but look on ancl 
laugh." If t hat. statemcnt were con·ect we should stHl owe 
(Iulte a big enough debt of gratitude. But everyone knows t hat 
act ua lly he developed and opened up Kosciusko, fought a nd 
s truggled to ma ke it t he success it is a nd never lost the fi rst, 
fi ne (but. ca reful) rapl.ure In thc enjoyment of Sk l- Ing which 
h nd been his from t he beginning. AfLer the war th~ Alpin e 
Club began to organise again and a Year Book was stnl·tecl , 
with Mr. Hunter as Its Editor. I am the owner of a set of t hese 
publleatlons lit was later merged with the Australian Ski Year 
Book ): they arc brimming over with his quick and subtle wit 
and 10l"m a valunble record of the careless days before tests 
were henrd of. when the summit record stood at over 14 hours 
and wIlen people really skied for fun. 

Then came the joint publication of the present book and 
Inter the Council, as ::w offshooL from lhe Y ear Book. This Is 
more modem history and known to all , but one can only reg ret 
Ihnt, ns skl-ing grows in popularity and sprends wid er, a \lro
I:\l"es.slvely sma ll er proportion of its followers can be brought 
Into contact with Mr. Hunter's delightful persona lity . 

1L must not be imngined tllat it Is a persona li ty com
pounded only of the wit, kindness und good humOUI· of whIch 
I have written . I hnve good cause to remcm be,· one tl"(l.llS
g ression of mine as a ncw and ineJ1ieicnt associate Editor 01' 
Ule Yeur Book. My telephone rnng nnd fOI" some · ten minutes 
lightn ing 11as hed from it while I was very pretti ly and ef
fi cien tly put In my place. Five minutes Inter , whltefaced und 
somewhat s ha ttered , I was on my way round to apolog ise. 
When 1 a rr ived It was all over a nd I found that I was forgiven . 
But 1 never forgot. 

H would require the pen of an Arnold Lunn to do Justice 
to the subject which I have here a ttempted. i ndeed, I could 
wish that he a nd Hunter should meet, {Ol· they would have 
much in common . Falling that, let us "take it as read." We 
have been fortuna te in profiLing by the cxperience and e n 
th usiasm of n rare personality: ollr good fort une will not easily 
be forgotten . '·Let us now praise famo us men." - 8. J . 
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Ski .ing in Kashmir 
SOME NOTES ON GULMARG . 

u~, T. F. U. I,a ng. 

In one respect Gulmarg Is unique among ski-inl; cen t res. 
From England one goes to Swlt7.c1·land or Austria-b!avlng the 
Chan nel and placing one's fa te in the hands of the French 
Railway driver- eventua ll y a rriving In n. slightly shatter ed con 
dition. In Ea~lcrn Ca nada and North European countries one 
expects ro find sk l- Ing at one's doorstep, and in Australia rail
way un d up-t.o-date automobil e transport carries one to the 
various ski-Ins centi"es. But to Gulm:ug. In I ndia. one goes thc 
whole way by car. 

Gulm arg Is t. wo hundred mllcs by ca r from railhead nt 
Rawalpindi. The road climbs over tll e Munee Hills and clowll 
to Koilaln, after which IL fo llows t.he river .J\lelum. The l"Oad 
ends at. Tan gl1ltu·g (6,500 feet.). whem visitors are met by a mob 
of wild-eyed eoollcs. who nre more than anxious to be allowed 
to caIT), one's ba gg·age up to t he hotel. For the equivalent of 
eightpence they will car ry n very heavy load. but they nrc very 
ca rcful not to ovcrburden themselves. so that their friends may 
earn somcthl ng as well. Ponies arc provided for visllol"s to ride 
up the steep .mad to Gulmarg Itself. 

On a rrival a t Gulmarg (8,SOO feetl. through the "Residency 
Gap." the extraordinary sim ila rity to Switzerland is noticea ble. 
The na me Gulma rg mcans '"rose pasture," a nd the place could 
be mlstakell for a typica l Swiss "Alp ." Normally. it is a summer 
resort for those who are fortuna te enough to escape the scorch
ing heat o f a summer on ,·the plains" of I ndia. T hc s ummer 
residenMa l houses consist of small wooden bungalows and a 
large hotel. ·'Nedou 's." which Is fa mous throughout Ind ia . TL 
has been constructed from llght Umber . and In win ter can be 
vcry cold. but the management have made. and are making, 
Imp rovements, and stO\'CS :1l'e n Ued to cver y room, as well as 
heavy rugs, covering the windows. In the evcning on e wears 
the warmest cloth es !>ossible-dlnner jackets arc not worn. 

The hotel building cloes not include bedrooms. Small 
wooden llUts have been built around it. It must be remem
berec1 that th ese were built for usc dtll"ing the summer, and, 
consequently. ail e must not object to dra ughts. Excellent wood
burning '·Canadlan" stoves llUve been built. in each bedroom, 
an d a n abundant suppl y of nrewood Is a lways at hand. The re 
Is n bathroom ntLachcd Lo each room. but one generally has a 
bath (In n la r ge lin tub) In front of the fire. Beds. mattresses 
:tncl fUl"l1iture arc provlcled, but it Is necessa ry to bring one's 
own roll of bedding- a t.hing which everyone in India possesscs 
a nd takes everywhere. 

The usual clay's pl"Ogmmme Is lo hire a coolie, costing 8 
a nnas. to carry one's ski ancl rucksack liP through the wood: 
lIl ls may sound a lazy method o f ski- ln g, but it is easier to walk 


