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A History of Australian Ski-ing 
IN'I' lton UCTION. 

8y Slt Ol""Drl J amiewlll. 

At the end of last year I said gaily to myselr thut I would writc 
a short history of skl -Ing In Australia. It u[lpeared to be an Interesting 
twsk. I expected to run It through two numbers ot the Year Book . 
A few days ot Invcstlgatlon. howcl'cr. wns enough l(J convince me th(lt 
1 was In thc position of the Illnll who .... 'Tote 1\ life of Nnpolcon nnd was 
for~1 to start willI t ile t'lood. The period at which skl-Ing begnn In 
Australln Is \).1dly documcn\.('d. While much has been wrltt.en of the 
I,;old rush dnys, the Klnndra rush has bc€n pRs.sed over. Therc nrc 
l)nlcUcnlly no "secondllry" authorities Oil thllt phase of the feverish 
ucllvlty which changed the whole Iluture of AustrnUnn llistory; It 
becomes nccessary to work alm05L entirely from orlglnul sources and 
these are liCallered through Jibrnrles. prl\'ute collections, country news
paper mes. and )JoersonRl 1c1.t.ers all over AI\strnl!a. 

It Is Intended to denl nrst with the eXlllofiltlon of the Alps l.nd 
lheh' nnmlni:!', In the thirty .l'enl"~ or so jlreccdlng the tll~covel"Y of gold. 
then to deul with tile' Klnndm GOW rush nnd t110 first IIkl-ll\g done ill 
Now 50Util Wnles. The nrst V!ctodnn skl+!n~ will h(l.ve to be de· 
sC\'lbed luter. l''rom thnt point ollwlU"ds the recollection of vtU10U8 
mCIl connected with the mountain tOWllS must be lal>Ix.'"tI, ulIlIl we 
reach tile lXllnL where club I'ccords lu~d other SOIlI"CC3 become u.scful. 
I"'or this yellr I am able only Lo make a rough list of Lhc documentary 
soure('s lind to nl1lJoeal for further nss!"tRnte In LhnL reSllCCl. The LlISk 
will be dlftlclllt, and can ontr be done If th050 who are InlCrcst.ed In 
the subject collie forward with suggestions. utlvlc!!. and, iJCst or nil, 
with Informntlon ns to wllcre the documentary sou rce.:! can IJoe found . 

The sou rces of InfOl"lnntlon fo r a h is tory of sk l·lng: in Aus
~mlla are o r t.wo kinds. First there a re the various documents, 
contemporary or secondary from which dei.aUs may Ix' found; 
then, as to the later phases of the subject, much will be got 
from the recollection of men who SllW the ski-IllS of the 'elghtles 
nnd 'nineties. Later still we come to the time when club records 
arc available. 

The exploration of the Australian Alps Is fairly well covered 
by such men as Strzcleek.i. Von Miiller and Lendenfeldt. though 
the records of thc L..'Lnds Department arc sadly deftclcnt. Much 
or U1C exploration of the Monaro district, howe vcr, was done by 
pa.stom !!sts and their stockmen, working south from the G oul· 
burn Plaltls In search o r ncw coun~ry. T hey arc not, as a class, 
p:utlcula rly articu lute people und little can be expected from 
th is source, The 'stxUes arc an extraordinarily dlOlcll lt period 
for t ile Australian historia n . Up to a bout. 1840 the subject has 
becn thoroughly worked over; from 1880 onwa rds there a re 
hundl'eds o r excellent sources wherever one turns. But the 
period 1840-1880 lies bet.ween the two and only at the present 
time I ,~ it being touched by Investigator s. Tt Is rich In news
papet' in fOl'matlon. for there was a large number of country 
pel'lodlcals at the time. But. all t.hi s requi res hard work at the 
originals and takes much time. Two of our beSt I>ossibie 
nvenues or research were closed by the fire whleh dest.royed 
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Chnrles Kerry's records and the loss of lhe records of the 
Kiandra Ski Club. T he brief list of document.ary sources which 
follows Is given morc as all appeal for further Information than 
for nny other reason. 1 should be very glad !r nnyone who can 
fill Its obvious ga llS 01' tell me where filcs and documcn;'s can be 
found would do so as soon as possible. l\, will then be possible 
to compile a more a uthentic account. tha n Is a t present within 
my power. T should Uk!! to acknowledge t he h el p received (rom 
MI'. Spcel. Mr. Percy Allen. Libra rian Or t he "Sydney Mornin g 
Herald," M ... Havard, Miss Nesta Griffi ths, M r. Wood, of the De
pnrtmen t of History, University of Sydney, and, a lso, the 
authorities of lile Mitchell Library, I have worried them a ll 
with request.s for help and will have to do so again. 

NewsJl:lJlcrs.-The following list is nOL exh aust!vl:" and I 
should be gla d o f further references, and a lso of Intol'ntallon as 
to where some o f the missing files may be found. 

"The Sydn ey Morning Herald" is not indexed for the period 
In question. ln 1800-1861 It caniee! a reg ular " I{ bncir(l Leiter" 
ncarly every week and It conta ins many othel' rcfere nees to skI
Ing, pal'Llcu larly In exccrpts from country papers. Mr. Havard's 
work has covered most of the files of tile '''Hera ld'' a nd hi s 
copious n otes arc Inva lua ble sources of reference. There re
main, however. furihe r gaps to fill and the wh ole of till:" files 
tip to about. 1875 must be searched . "The Alpine PIOneer a nd 
Klandra Advertiser" ran for about 12 mon lhs from about June, 
)[100, when It was merged with the "Mona l'O MercUl·Y." a paper 
which subsequenliy merged with the "Coom:l Express." The 
Mitchell Library Mles of the "Alpine Pioneer" t which Incidentally 
h n \'e the fines t old newspapel' smell 1 have ever known ) a re n ot 
at all complete a nd t h e m issin g numbers wou ld bc invaluable. 
Of Lhe olhel' n ewspal>crs of the t ime th e followi ng may be use
h ll : " Mona ro Mel'cu ry." "Cooma Express," " Yass Courier." 
"Ada minaby Ma ll :' " Braidwood Observcr." " Bl1lldwood Dcspatch." 
" Wynynrd T imes." "Ovcn s Constitution ," " Adelong Mining 
J ournal ," "A lbury Balln er ," "The Colonist," "The Emllilc," " IllUS
trated Sydney News," "Even ing News," "Echo," and the local 
pallers of TUll11lt and Wagga. 

Olher oriJ:'i na l sources include t h e "N.S.W, Government 
G azelte," Lands Department tiles. Mines Department files, 
Surveyor-General'S map of Kiandra Field (1860) , " Australian 
Minin g J ourna1." "Colonial Jl..fining Journal :' Hum e 'and Hovell 's 
"Journal," StrzeleckI's "Physical Descrlptloll of New SmIth Wales 
ane! Van Dlemen's Land." Hargrcavc's "Austmlla and lis Gold 
fields," Clarke's "Resea rches in the Southern Ooldflelds." 
McFarland's "lllawa na a nd Monaro." "Brodrlbb's ''Recoi!ecLions,'' 
Castella's "Les Squatters AustraJien s." Lhotsky's " Expedilion to 
the Austrnllan Alps." Lendenfeldt's " Austmlla n Alps," the 
collected pa pers of Von Miiller. The N.S.W. Postal Dll'eetorles 
(annua]). "T he N.S .W. Gazetteer." Heaton 's "Dictionary cf Dates." 
the va rious books and pa m phlets published by Park('s. t he Aus
tralian Alma nacs of the period. Sturt's a nd Mitchell's ·'Journals." 
the Reports of Select. Committees of the House of Cotrmons. the 
Government Maps. Owen'S "Map of N's.W.," Arrowsmlth 's Mo.p, 
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L."\wson and Pearson's "Map of Riverine Districts," County !lnd 
Snow-Lense Ma ps, Backhousc's "Austra lian Colonies:' Be nnett's 
"Wanderings In N.S.W.," Wentworth's "New South Wales," 
Cunningham's "New South Wales," Flanagan's "New South 
Wales," WC!lls' "G eograph ical Dictionary of Australia ," "The 
StalisUeal RC!glstel'," Parliamentary Pllj>C l's-and many others. 

Other SOUl'ces, which lUay be classed a s "secon dary" In clude 
such stn nda l'd general histories as ~hosc by Rusden, J ose, Brook. 
Scott. Crnll1p, J enks, Gregory. Sutherland. and Blair. together 
with the Joul'l1al of Ute Royal Austra lian His torical Soclt:'ty, "Re
port on the K lnndrn Deep Leael" tA ndrewsl, "N.B.W. I nt.clJigenee 
Pamphlt:'ts," the "Australian Encyclopaedia," "The Romance of 
Mi ning" (Williams), " Irish In Australia" tHogan l. " Australia's 
Awakening" (SpC!ncel, ··Thh·ty Years In Australia" ITherryL 
" Life a nd Progress In Australia " ( Davltt~, " Australian Explora
tion" (Favenc), "Australi an Discovery, VoL IT," (Scott ., "Labour 
and Indu str y In Australia" ICoghlan l . "The Squatting Age" 
IProfessol' Hohcl'ts-Lills wll l be published shortly), "The Cam
bridge lIlslol'y"- Art!cle on t he Gold R ush (Portus----Lhis will bc 
published shortly), '~The P aslorul Age" (Com er). " Fifty YC!o.rs of 
Progress" (Dc Brunei , "GeofTrey llnmlyn" (K ingsley), " History 
of N.S.W." (J . D . La ng-In various editions!, "Austn:. l1an Ex
peditions" (M itchell). "Handbook to Austmlla" (Mitchell). " AuS
tralian Expeditions" IWood L "Geography o r N.S,W." (Wilkins). 

Many of these may sound very remote from ski- ing, but. it 
will be necessary La use them, for rererence at least, Tue history 
of the sout h of N.S.W. has been so lltUe touched tJ13t the ficin 
must be eXplored thoroughly, even to extract details of a sport. 

Just before the Ycar Book went to p ress two important. 
changes In Tests and Summit Trophy rules were made by t he 
Ski CounciL The Ski Council T ests have now been opened to 
all amateu r skiers, whether club members or not. Test badges, 
however, m!lY only be Issued to members o f affi1ia~ed clubs. 
Competitors for the Summit T rophy may now. i[ they WiSh, start 
the race frO Il1 the Chalet. If Lhey do so t hey must COmmence 
their run by going to the Hotel !lnd back. Furt her Summit 
Trophy regulations arc that dm'lng the trip no competitor may 
bc accompanIed by another runn er who is not himself a bona
fide eompetito!' a nd that a competitor may replace a ski 01' 
eq uipment dmln g the trip, but may not change both skI. 


