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A.N.S.F. Tests, 1939 

The following are persons who have been acknowledged in "Schuss", the 
official organ of the Ski Club of Victoria, as having passed the A.N.S.F. running 
tests up to November, 1939:-

2nd Class: G. B. Austin, H. Koner, M. M. McColl, R. G. Orr. Total, 4. Q2 
(complete): H. A. Anderson, F. R. Puller, D. Stogdale. Total, 3. Q2 (Incom
plete): Parts B & D : Mrs. J. Brockhoff; Parts B & C: P. E. Hull; Part C: B. 
Laycock. Total,3. 3rd Class: .Mrs. O. B. Austin, T. R. Blarney, B. Bowring, Mrs. 
J . Brockhoff, T. Buddie, Miss N. Bulllvant, Miss E. Burston, Miss M. L. Carse, 
Miss M. Clark, A. Dewey, A. C. Doggett, W. T. Drake, L. :r. Dungan, Miss J . 
Gardlner, H. Goldby. J. B. Hack, E. Head, Miss J. Hood, P. E. Hull, E. W. Irving, 
MlSs C. J oshua, Miss J. Kay, Miss H. Lang, P. S. Lang, B. Laycock, J. C. Leask, R. E. 
Manifold, I. Marshall, Miss E. Masterman, H. Michell, W. Mobbs, R. Morgan, E. L. 
Moser, J. McArthur, Miss E. McEvoy, K. O. Neuendorf, N. B. Palmer, K. Payne, 
Mrs. N. Payne, R. Plant, M. R. Pitt, Miss S. Sale, H. Smith, Paul Sor, Miss M. 
Starke, H. Sweeney, Miss J. Sykes, A. W. R. Triggs, R. Unsworth, G. H. Veitch , 
R. R. Vial, Miss D. Weston , W. ~. Zipper. Total, 53. Q3: K. Burnside, Miss N. 
Clymer, W. H. Evans, D. Gale, G. Hayne, L. A. Heywood, H. B. James, Miss J . 
Manton, R. Macdonald, T. McCaw, Miss Brenda Payne, Mrs. R. Plant, Miss P. 
Rutledge, Miss Elizabeth Sewell, S. Seymour, Miss V. Sloane, A. E. Thornton, Miss 
C. Tipping, Miss P. Tobias, Miss J. Walkley, Miss M. Walkley. Total, 21. 

Australian Caltital Territory Section 

Editorial N"oCcs 

IT Is with a trepld and awsome feeling that we, the infant prodigy of Australian 
.1 Skl-ing, take our place as the "A.C.T. Section" in this revered journal. But 
young as we are, we are proud of our progress; we are proud of our new place 
in the sun; and, above all, we are proud of our enthusiasm. 

Until a year or two ago Mount Franklin was admired from afar, merely as 
a piece of scenic grandeur, inaccessible except to that small band of enthusiasts 
to whom a 30 mile lorry trip plus a mountain hike of 10 or 12 mnes with full 
camping equipment and ski, was all good clean fun. To-day, from glistening 
snowfieldS, the extent of which Is only now becoming really appreCiated, those 
pioneers look back over time and space to the lazy Canberra plains, 4,000 feet 
below. For in this mountain fastness there is now a road, many acres of cleared 
runs, and a comfortable club house which .Is the mecca of an ever-growing legion 
of snow-lovers. But we do not look back. There are stUl white t.ops In the dls
tance-Glnlnl, Gingera, and Blmberl~a score or so miles along the range and 
another thousand feet up. Once again we are looking to the future, and, although 
our part In the development of these new nelds Is a matter for speculation, t hat 
they will be developed in the not distant future is a certainty. Canberra has 
mountain air In its lungs and snow In Its veins; Franklin 15 only the beginning. 
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The Canbe .... ll AII.ine Chili 
A Yea r of Progress. 
'J'HE 1939 ~now season was. rO!' the Canberra Alpine Club. onc of the moot eventful, if 
.l. not the most progressive, since its inception. 

The outstanding development was the conferring of State st.'ltus upon the .'\.C.T .. 
thus enabling Canberra skiers to compete as a team in the Australian Championships at 
Mount Buller. The valuable experience of first-class racing gained by !.he A.C.T. com
peUtors ShOllld be of marked benefit to the standard of ski-ing in Canberra, and should 
provide a useful guide kI future training. 

Tuming to purely domestic matters. important developments at Mount Franklin 
lncluded a considerable improvement in the road to the clubhouse, the employment of a 
cook during the skl-ing season. and the creation of a widespread enthusiasm for ski-lng, 
the results of which will undoubtedly be reflected In the 1940 membership. 

During the winter of 1938, the then n ewly-constructed road from the Brindabella 
Road to Mount Franklin, bccame badly waterlogged in many places. and chains were a 
necessity on every trip. Last season. however, it was found that the surface had packed 
down so well that. with the exception of a few occusiom; on which heavy snow fell, the 
trip could be made easily without chains. The improvement will continue as the t raffic 
consolidates the surface, and. as much widening has been carried out, ha~ard-free 
travelling is ex~cted during the coming winler. 

Pears Lhat war expenditure would llrcclude any cxtension of thc road beyond Mount 
Franklin were not realised. and throughout the summer months a large ga ng of work
men was employed continuously by the Department of the Interior. carrying the road 
\\"ell on the way w the goal of A.C.T. skiers. Mount Gingera. However. mot-or travelling 
beyond Mount Franklin In heavy snow will be difficult. II I'll. all possible, and at present 
it is intended to concentrate all efforts on the Improvement of eXisting facilities at 
Mount F ranklin. 

The provision of a cook at. the clubhouse was a \'cnture whiCh received well-deserved 
commendation and support. From the moment when Franklin·s Man of the Mountain. 
"Old Bob'· became sovereign In his domain, the kitchen, law and order descended upon 
the clubhouse, and all who cros~ed the threshold stepped warily lest they incur the d is
pleasure of the club's bearded cook. philosopher, and weather-prophe~. The arduous 
work in the kitchen was lightened by many willing helpers, and such was the enthusiasm 
diSplayed that on occasions the club was able to provide hot meals [or up to seventy 
people. Unfortunately ··Old Bob" did not remain until the end of the season. and 
arrangements during ~he concluding few weeks wcre rather llaphazard. The experience 
gained, however, will enabie the club to organise thoroughly the clubhouse for the com
ing season. 

Ski- lng received a welcome Im~tus from the consistently good snow falls. Whereas. 
during the previous winter. the Novice Run had been covered for only one or two week
ends, last year It was available throughout the season. Schools of Instruction were held 
cvery week-end, and many beginners were set on the right. track. There WfiS the usual 
crop of chronic ·'grave-diggers", and the usual sarcastic I"e!narks about. where the wax 
would do most good. For the more advanced sk iers the Slalom Run IlfCsented plenty of 
problems, and the construction of a rather hazardous jump provided additional thr il ls 
for those who became bored with the less spectacular routine ski-ing. 

Socially. the club had a successful year, commencing with a very enjorabie official 
opening on the first week-end in Julr. With the mnge still bare at the end of June. 
the pessimists were threatening to trade the.lr ski for tennis racquets. but once again the 
weather did not disappoint, and club members had th e novel experience of working on 
the runs one week-end. In perfect warm weathcr. and enjoying the fruits of their labour 
among two feet of snow on the next week-end. 

A piano proved a popular addition to entertainment at nights. and there wel·C many 
happy gatherings at the end or Uvely days on the snow. To mark the end of an en joyable 
season a Treasure Hunt and Dance were held. 

Office-bearers:-Patron. J. McEwen , Mi.nister fOI" External Affairs; president, C. E. 
Lane Poole; vice-presidents. Major R. G. Casey, Mrs. Casey. W. D. Fanning. H. Green. 
W. McDonald ; honorary secretary. J . H. Jamieson; assistant secretary, r..I iss E. Newbigin; 
honorary trewsurer, G. Drape!·; assistant treasurer. G. Rance; committee. T. Campbell. 
H. Ingram, D. G. Hyles, Miss C. Lane Poole, T. McGralh, W. MeNiven. 
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Annual Sport.'!. 
The result.ji of the Club Championships were as [ollows:-(J\1:en): Club Downhill: 

H. Ingram. 1; D. Hyles, 2; R. Prow~e . 3. Club Championship Slalom: H. Ingram, 1; D. 
Hyles,2; F. Plggln , 3. Club Championship Jwnp: H. Ingram. I; D. Ryles, 2; F. Piggin, 
3. Club Langlauf Champlon.shlp: R. Prowse, 1; H. Ingram, 2; F. Piggin, 3. (Women): 
Club Downhill Championship: Miss L. Brown, 1; Ml..ss H. DunnlclltJ, 2; Mis.s E. Newblgin, 
3. Club Championship Slalom: !>11s:s H. DunnlclUI, 1; Miss L. Brown, 2; Miss H. Till
yard, 3. 

tiki-making Com petition. 

Under the able supervision of the club president, Mr. C. E. Lane-Poole. Commonwealth 
I'nspector-Gencrnl of Forests, an Interesting competition of ski made from Australian 
timbers was held. and for weeks the Forestry School was a hive of industry on Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

The timbers used were Alpine Ash, ()btalned almost right on the Mount Franklin 
snowftelds, and Spotted Gum from the south coast of New South Wales. Fox Movletone 
lent the proceedings an air of importance by sending a cameraman to ftlm the com
petitors engaged on all phases of the work:. 

The best ski were selected and taken to Kosciusko, where the following award.s were 
made by George Lamble:~Men: C. Gray, 1; F. Piggin, 2; K. Ingram, 3. Women: Miss 
H. Dunniclltf. 1: Miss L. Brown. 2: and Miss E. Newblgill, 3. 

~It. Gillgera 
U)' J. C. 

IF snow coudiLions arc suitable, no visitor to Mount Franklin should miss the 
trip to Mount Gingera, which lies about five miles to the south of the elub 

house. 
The range, which [or 30 miles forms the wesLern boundary of the Australian 

Capital Territory, exceeds 5,000 feet in many places and occasionally reaches 
6,000 ft. The highest peaks may be grouped into ~wo sections, the largest of 
which has Mount Franklin (5,400 ft.) at the northern end, and Mount Glngera 
(6,100 ft.) at the southern end. Between those peaks the range divides, forming 
a double ridge, In the hollow of which lie pleasant grassy mountain nats, criss
crossed by small streams. The boundary of the Australian Capital Territory is 
on the western ridge, and here and there may still be seen posts and trees marked 
"C.T."-reUcs of the original survey when the territory was ceded to the Common
wealth by New South Wales. thirty years ago. 

The Canberra Ailline Club's Chalet. is situated on the south-west saddle of 
Mount Franklin, about 300 yards from the road. Shortly a fter leaving the club 
house, t.he ski t.rack turns t-o the left and ascends ~he slopes of Mount. Lltt.le 
Ginln! (5,400 ft.), the summit of which af'fords an excellent panorama, Including 
a blrd's eye view of the Brindabella homestead In the Goodradigbee Valley, 2,000 
ft. below. An easy run of about three-quarters of a mile through the stunted 
snow gwns brings the skier to the southern spur of Mount Little Gininl from 
which another splendid view Is obtained, this time of t.he snowy highlands In 
the vicinity of Klandra. 

Bearing again to the left, there follows a tortuous run of half a mile to the 
Ginin! Hats, at the end of which the track drops suddenly into a pretty little 
valley where, owing to a sunny exposure, the snow Is sometimes uncertain. Here 
shelter may be obtained in case of emer gency in a weatherproof hut built by the 
foresters. From t.he hut. the track rises gradually for a mile to the Glngera nats 
lying In the shadow of the peak Itself, on which hardy gums rear their crooked 
limbs among giant boulders and crags. Another 45 minutes of steady climbing 
brings the skier to the northern spur of the summit, and here is the reward: To 
the southward looms formidable Mount. Bimberl (6,270 ft. ), the highest peak In 



97 

the A.C.T., and the highest; of the Great Dividing Range north of JagungaL To 
the south-west, the range forms an Impressive wall of rock with Mount Jagungal, 
a treeless colossus of white, standing out in bold relief. To the east is the 
precipitous Cotter River Valley, the Murrumbidgee Valley, the Capital City itself , 
and the vast Monaro plains rolling back to the coastal ranges. To the north the 
view Is again uninterrupted, and in clear weather can be seen the glistening head
waters of the Burrinjuck Dam. 

Continuing to the SDuthem end of the peak, a good ski track down to the 
tl ats. 600 feet below, can be found. 

In the late winter the ridge abounds In wild life, Including huge wedge-tail 
eagles, brumbies, kangaroos, wallabies, and wombats, and the myriad of tracks 
in the snow provide a fascinating study for the amateur naturalist. As the 
Australian Capital Territory is a sanctuary, birds and animals on the range have 
unrestricted freedom. 

If an attempt is to be made to reach Mount Gingera, the newcomer should 
obtain Lhe services of someone well acquainted with the country for the range Is 
entirely uninhabited, and the track is not clearly defined. .,-

TaSII1311iuII Se .-·tioll 
Edilorlul N"ote.s 

TO many of us ski-ing in 1940 will be merely a memory. This, however, makes 
the recording of last season's happenings doubly worth while. Skiers 

who are to spend much of 1940 below ground level will hope that 1941 will find 
them again on the m'ountalns. 

The 1939 season in Tasmania was fair-in the latter part of the season Quite 
good. With regard to the total number who used ski. all records were easily 
broken. On Mount WellingtOn in particular the snow was literalJy worn away. 

In competitive ski-ing the season was notable Cor two very pleasing features. 
One was the successful holding of a championship meeting at which represen
tatives from five clubs competed. The other was the excellent showing of the 
State team at Mount Buller. The performances of Von See in coming fifth In 
both the Downhill and Slalom, and of Mills in attaining the same place in the 
Langlauf show that henceforward Tasmanians must be reckoned wit.h as serious 
competitors for the National Titles. 

ON the 3rd of September, 1939, Ben Lomond claimed its first victim , when 
Leonard Tasker Branagan, aged 23 years, met his death. 

On the evening of Saturday, the 2nd of September, Leonard Branagan and 
a companion set out from the Northern Tasmanian Alpine Club Chalet (which 
Is situated at the tree-line on the northern slopes of Ben Lomond at the height 
of 4,000 feet) to ski to the Summit Hut, a distance of a little over two miles. 
The whole of the mountain was deeply covered with snow and only the tops of 
the poles marking the route were showing. The weather was threatening, but, 
at the time of the departure of the two men, the night was comparatively clear. 
However, when they had covered atY.:Iut t,aif the journey, a heavy snow storm 
set in and ViSibility was reduced to a few feet. The wind increased in force and 


