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Wi nte r Spo rts fo r Canberra 
\ \'ith the new road alung the Goodradigbce and Cotter watershed ra pid ly 

pe netrati ng the heart of the western mountain ra nge, an easily access ible 
winter sports resort, pro\-iding excellent fac ilities iar ski- ing, will soon be 
added to Canoerra's tourist attractions, Thc road. which is being COIl 

structed pr imarily :1"; a tourist route. but abo fo r affurcstation purposes. 
al ready f Ull .... \0 miles along the ridge. touching 011 it.;; way mi nor peaks from 
wh ich glor ious panoramas arc unfu lded . The slI!l1!ll il of i\1t. Aggie (5.020 
feet), which is within easy dis tance o f Ihe road. cOlllmiU1(b; more than 5.000 
square miles of count ry, extending from heyond the Canbe rra yalley and the 
headwaters of Burrcnjuck. far across to the TUlIIlIt Range in the west. and 
!'utlthwanl to h: ostiusko. Kianclra . and Jagunga L The pre;;:ent objecti\'e 
of the road is 11 t. Frankli n. wh ich . alt hough not the hig-he,;t peak in the 
Federal Tcrritor ~', is well into the snow belt. Ultima tely . it will be con
t inued along the range past Cinini. Gingcra. and finally Uimberi-the highest 
mountain of the d istrict-making a round trip which will open up :mme of 
the most magn ificent ~cenery in the Commonwealth. 

/\n exp loration recently made hy se\'eral mcmbers of the Canbe rra Alpine 
Club revealed the great po>;;;: ih i litic~ of the Frank lin and Gill ini region for 
wi nte r sports. Excellen t rU1I5 were charted. including gen tle slope!l for the 
no\· ice. and !l ti ffer gr;'l(lcs for the more experienced "kiers, Lea\'ing the 
Federal Cap ital on a Saturday afternoon in (Irizzl ing rain. the party headed 
\Cl\\'ard,; t he mou ntains in cars loaded well o\'er the plimsol line with ski . 
camping equ ipment. and "tucker" for fo ur day!'. T he ne\\' road s tarts at t he 
tOp of the l'!r indabella Mou ntain, -LOCO feet abo\'e sea lc\"l'1. and, as the 
surface of the road had not had time 10 pack down . further progress \\'a5 only 
po;;"ih!e with chains. \\'ith se\'eral inc he:; of n1lld nn the surface. tra\'el 
was difficult. T he rain had lllrnc(1 into li,!;ht ..;no w and the temperature had 
dropped con;;;idera hly. Pal ches of sno\\', slh/\\'ing e\'iclcnce of recen t heavy 
heavy iall.:;, were encountered. Fi \'(~ miles a long the track we found the 
roadmen's camp and. as the worker;; had returned to Cilnberra for the we(~k
end, took posse,;::sion of the settlement which proyed an admirable hal'e for 
the expedition along the ridge, The road men's equ ipme nt fortllnalel~' in
cl uded a picn li iul ~upply o j hlankets whirh were put to good u;;e during 
the fi rst freezi ng nig ht 0 11 the roof of the Federal T erritory. 

Early on Sunday morning the t rek began , rhe explore rs with their 
blan ket". supplies, sk i. and s ticks gi\'ing creditable imitations of Christmas 
trees. por the first four miles. the prt'l ill1illary sUf\'ey t rack a long the roule 
which the road will take made ImJg-rc;;" easy. Leaving the sUf\'e)' t rack beh ind, 
t he journey was cont inued o\'er g"elltlc g rass? slope,;, an old hrum hy pad wind
ing betwcc n the SIlOW gums. heing faintly discel'lli hle, The party had lunch at 
~It . Aggie, a nd had an opportunity to take stock oi the glorious outlook. 
The da~' was hrill iant and colourful contrast waS prO\'idcd by the gree n cul
th'a ted fields of the I3rindab('l1a \'allcy. t\\'o thousand fi\'c hundred feet be la\\'. 
T o the sou th was thc rugged "ky,l ine of the Aus tral ian ,\l ps. Only a mil e 
<'I nd a ha lf from :'.-1 t. Aggie . Mt. Fran klin glistened in its ",hite man tle. and. 
with Ihc patches of snow hecoming rapidly larger and more frequent. entllllsi
aSIll reached le\'er pitch. \\.(' camped on a !laddie in the southern shoulder 
of t he mountain . which marked the end of what "eemed a fine ski,run from 
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the :sutl1mit. more than a 1l1ile awnl. A closer examination . 1Iol\"(,; \'c r, rc~ 
\'calcd that t he snow \\"a~ 011 the-thin side. w ith sc,-era1 rocks sholnn;; 
t hrough. Further south. Cillini ano Little Gillini appeared promising and a 
further excurs ion was p lanned for the next day_ A cloudless sky was a 
clear indication o f another freezing night. 

~1ond;l\- t!<nnled clear and co ld. the temperature being near zero. \\' jth 
t he com ing>,f light. mi serab le face;:, with hit\(,: n n;;es and car ;;. ,;low ly cmcrgct1 
from the ~1ecping bags. only to re tur n again \\"jlh cOllnl1sivc sh i"crs . .\loisture 
inside rhe t en t s had condensed and frozen o n the Call1"aS and on the sleeping 
bag5. The \\'arlllc~t b lankets \\'ere totally inadequate under such cond itio ns 
and . further sleep being out of the que~tion. a fire was li t and t he tha\y ing
out p roccss began. Cooks were frustrated w hen an egg whieh had been leU: 
ou t~ide all n ight refused to break into the frying pan. It \\-as frozen t hrough . 
The morning was glorious and. with a littl e e xerc ise and plenty of hot tea. 
high spiri t s ret u rnef!. Thc S ilO \\" wa s a little thin fo r tra\'ell ing. a11(1 whel1 
l. ittle G inini was reached. half an hour lat er. large areas of fa llen timber pre
\'cntl'u t he use of ski. Th e stlmmit of this peak was reached after about a 
quarte l" of an haUl" of hill"d rlimbing. T he sno\\' was t wo fee t deep and se\-e ral 
good rl111S wcre test ed on t he way to~ lt . Gin ini itself. Trayelling sOl1t hwanl 
along Ihe ridge pron'd most enjoyahle rUIl1~ i ng. thc sparse timber gi\'ing
ample opponunit.\· to practise turning. Lunch timc f01Jnd t he party within 
a mile o f Gingera. a long. flat~tuppcd m ountain, visibl e from Canberra. Some 
excelll'nt r uns Cllllld be see n o n ils slopes . s tretching far to the p lain s bclow. 
T1 o \\"e\'er. ti me \yas s ho rt and I\1t1cll as we wanted to exp lore G ingl'l-a . the 
ret urn journey had to bl.:gin. On Ihe return trip to Franklin. a beautiful run 
wa s found on Ihe so u th-ea~tern slope o f Li tt le Ginin i. leading from th e 
~t1!11!nit to a gras~y flat half a mi le brlo\\', This small plain is she lte red and 
would be;ll1 admirable sitt' for a rhakt. .\not her chi lly night \\"a ~ ~pent at 
Mt. Frank lin and a n uneyentful trip hack to Canberra comp leled a 11l ost 
e njoyabk a nd profitable holiday . 

H.ecently the Department of Ihe Interio r increased the sq uad \\'orking o n 
tht' n(' \\' road . and it is poss ible tha t ~lt. Franklin may he reached before the 
\yealher fo rces the ahand onm cn t of the cons truction until aftcr the \y inter. 
The cost o f the road to date ha s been f8.()(x) . Apart from the will t l.:1" sports 
a s pec t, the route will have a hig attrac t io n for tonri'<;ls all the year round. 
ueC<L use of its ,<;cenic \'alt1(~ . T o. \ ipine cnthusia~ts. howt' \·er. it is a gateway 
to a snowy paradise. and with thc dc\'eiopmcnt of the area :lIang' sound i inc~ . 
." k i-ing iacilitie s e(ll1al to ally in t he Comm onwea lth should be a\-ailahle. not 
o nly to people in adjacent districts . hut to t hose fro m (Iistan t northern 
cent res. who will find the journe\' nearly 100 miles shorter Ihan to Kosciusko. 
or Kiandra. ' 


