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FRANK PIRCHMOSER

Interviewed by Klaus Hueneke
On 6 December 1986

At Fisher , Canberra, ACT.

Frank was a technical officer with the Snowy Mountains Authority.
He was based in Cooma for a time; lived at Eaglehawk, which was
the camp for the building of Eucumbene Dam, and then spent some
years at Cabramurra. He was at Cabramurra until 1974. The
family used to shop at Sue City supermarket, and a particularly
dramatic time was the winter of 1964 when the school was snowed

under and they had tunnels to get to places.

FP: Well, I diagwé start at Eaglehawk. As a natter of
fact, I was never there, really,because .....eeeeees

moved the town about thenjfgtﬁtmbene Dam - do you want to record
it, or - - -

KH: Yes, yvyes, yes.

FP Oh, I see.

KH: You are on the air. I am getting it all down now, is
that all right with you?

FP: Yes, OK. Yes, well when we start -in 1961, Eaglehawk,

which was the township near Eucumbene Dam, was being dismantled
because the dam was about completed then, and I never lived at
Eaglehawk. I actually had never seen, only a few remaining
houses and buildings I had seen of Eaglehawk. And I lived, when
I started ~ I lived in the camp in Cooma, called East Camp, Jjust
across the railway line - for several months. How many months?

Well, my family were in Brisbane.

MRS P We waited for a house to become available.

EP Yes, we were waiting for a house to becone available in
Cooma. I worked at the Tumut 2 power station, which was near
Cabramurra. Then I went back to Cooma at the weekends, until

finally they managed to get a house for me in Cabramurra. There
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wasn't one available in Cooma then, so I agreed to a transfer to
Cabramurra, and my family came to Cabramurra then.
MRS P: August 61.
FP?! August 61, was it? June. July, August.
MRS P: August.
FP: Sco it must have been about two months I was with the
Authority, then. I remember I picked my family up in Coona.

I had to come back by bus, I think,I came from Cabramurra. B o
was a Pioneer, Ansett Pioneer, wasn't it, the bus? Which was on

a daily run between Cooma and Cabramurra, it stopped off at Ad-
delivered and

minaby and Kiandra, . picked up mail and parcels and things. It
also stopped in Cooma - the depot was - from Newman's', wasn't its
there?

MRS P: No, the Pioneer office. Pioneer Airlines.

FP: Tt wazin o [fferent place +then. I think it was a dif-

ferent place.

MRS P: Near the bridge it used to stop.
an %\m{lﬁ
FP: WEU,n he™ depot was there somewhere.
RS P: I know, I can remember. I know exactly.
FP: But anyway, they had a fixed,Ldort.knsw vearly, or five
yearly contract to the Authority. I believe they ran at a loss.

They supplied food which was orderdby telephone from Cabramurra,
and the parcels post, from Cooma to Kiandra and Cabramurra.
Later on, Kiandra closed down conmpletely. There was a post of-
fice still operating in Kiandra until about 1967, 68 or so.

There was still a post office operating.

MRS P: We knew the people well, actually.

KH 3 Bill Patirick, I think.

MRS P: That’s right, we knew them very well.

KH: Did you? And I think he would have had some of his
children - his wife was still alive then.

MRS P: One of his daughters lives in Tumut, and one lives

here.
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KH: Yes, theres one in the Belconnen Valley, that I have

been to see, the youngest one.

MRS P: Cynthia.
KH: Thats  right.
MRS P: I know them all. There is Patrick house in Canberra

named after George.

KH: Is there?

MRS P: P-A-T-R-I-C-K.

KH: Was there anything else wrong with my introduction?
MRS P Yes, the year.

FP: Well, didn'+ stay in Cabramurra until 1974. I
stayed - or we stayed until August 1967. I know that it snowed

when we picked up the children at the school about 11 o'clock eand
it snowed then.

MRS P We hardly got out.

FP: And we Jjust got out of the so-called Power Line Hill,

that’s near Three Mile Lake. It a very steep hill.

MRS P: I thought it was '68.

FP: )67. I am sure of it.

MRS P: Look up some old photos.

FP: And anyway we got out all right. It was a bit slushy

and slippery. But that hill there, it was - that's on the
present bitumen road. You come in - all curves — up and down, up
and down a few times, and the last climbup, that Three HMile
224?,..that§ called Power Line Hill.
KH: Oh, is it? I never knew that.
FP: A fairly long stretch, about 200 metres. And that was
known as Power Line - Power Line, thatg right, because the
power lines go overhead in some areas. And some tourists fromnm
it, when we managed tke...........you might get stuck at Power

! ! ’ . They thought
Line Hill, so many ask for odd information. A there were
power points on the side of road. You plug in - I don't know -
You plug in your radios for the races, or whatever. And so that
is how I remember exactly, we overtook the removalist's wvan on

tep. And that was 1967. And then we moved to Cooma, there,
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LBoeone || street.

MRS P: Yes, No 1 .Boere...Street.

KH: Oh, I see. You continued to work for the SMA?

FP: Oh, . yes.

KH: But you didnt stay at Cabramurra all that time?

FP: No.

MRS P: We went on to Talbingo.

EP & I was meant to stay in Cooma, originally, but there was

aveanlable .
no house, I waited two months and I was really fed up and com-

plained.. So I was agreeable, and they had the house available in
Cabranmurra instead. I would have done the same job, basically
T means

the same Job, but I would have lived in Cooma. x I would have
worked the weekdays in Cabramurra, in Tumut 2 power station, -
Cabramurra ﬂﬁ%Wdﬁ:Eg;nship.—and go home to Cooma weekends.

But as it was . now - it actually was better for me, because I
lived right there. I could go home every night. And so anyway,
I got to Cooma, and I did - that's right - Jindabyne pumping
station was to be commissioned, and I went with another two or
three guys to Jindabyne. Sometimes stayved, and sometimes we

stayed in the camp there for the week, which is now the youth

camnp.
KH: Oh ves, on the road to IPgﬁbgﬂF:... on that - - -

FP Yes, it just after the dam, @ f&% metres after the
damn wall, is a dirt road going off on the left and it goes
up there. And we stayed there, oh, it must have been a year or
so, until Jindabyne pumping station was complete. Well,it was

put in service, there was some fiascos there.
MRS P: I aoh* know if you would be interested in looking at

a photo of the school snowed in?

KH: Yes.

MRS P: They ’re only black and white.

KH: Can I leave the photos 'til a little bit later?
MRS P: Oh ves.

KH: I amn very interested in - especially black and whites.
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MRS P: They are mainly all black and white.

KH: Can I&ake you back much earlier?

FP: Yes, whenv?

KH: What ’s your full name? Have you got another nane,

apart from Frank?

FP: Walter.

KH: Walter, that ’s my father's nane.

MRS P: Franz is the correct name.

KH: Yes, I thought it might be.

KH: When were you born? I know you Jjoked about this on the
phone.

FP: When was it? 1896 or something.

MRS P: 17 January 1934.

KH: Yes, vou tried that onei%e already. Where were you
born?

I8 Innsbruck, in Austria, Tyrol, Austria.

KH: What are yvour parents' names?

FP: My mother's name - do you want the older names, do you?
KH: Yes, the maiden nane. Do you remember?

fp; The maiden name was Fischler.piﬁﬂiiér to Fisher, but L-
E-R - and it is 5-C-H. F-I-S5-C-H-L-E-R._, That was her maiden
name.

FP: And Emma Lucia, I think, wasn't itz

MRS P: Emma might do.

| Wl Something like that.

KH: What was your father's name?

i~ Michael.

KH: And where did you go to school?

PPy I went to school at Mils, which is 14 kilometres fron
Innsbruck. That was primary school. Secondary school, I went at

= which is now called Hall - H-A-L-L. But then it was called
Solbad Hall, because it had a salt mine, and they used the saline
solution - oh, it ’s a long story - anyway, it used to be Solbad

Hall. And I went to secondary school there, and tech college, I
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went at Innsbruck, and I worked at Innsbruck, teco, before I came

here.

KH: S0 you were apprenticed?

FP: Apprentice, too, yes.

KH: What was your apprenticeship?

FP: Scientific instrument makmg...ScMnﬁpk.Ensﬁunﬂnflhahk_
KH: So how many years did you do that for?

EP4 About four.

KH: When did you come to Australia?

FP: 1955. We left, I think, zgﬁ%ay, in May sometime we
left ...Brgmerhavn. I think it was qu&ay, and it was about four
or five weeks. so must have got here July. I think 3d§uly we

landed at Fremantle.

MRS P: I thought you said round the Queen's birthday weekend,

in June.

FP: Well, I wouldn't know - Queen's birthday wouldn't

have meant a thing to me then. But I just remember May, zgﬁﬁay,

or 19ﬁ§ay, or something like this, we left. And so it wasifour or
five weeks here. So I think oﬁ?3m§uly. It couldn't have been 3rd of

June, we weciidn't have been here.

KH: That was on the Skaubrsn,

FP: Shmbgn, . Yyes. MSS Skaumﬂn .

KH: And who paid your passage? Were you assisted?

EP: Yes, the Austrian government paid 80% and I paid 20%

KH: The Austrian government?

FE Yes.

KH: Were you a refugee?

FP: No.

KH: What were they trying to do? Get rid of people, or

something?

Pps Well, maybe. I don+t know, I was only 21. I diaa't

worry about politics. As long as it came out here. I wanted ac-
for years to go to Sourh Hmoﬂ'%u. ]

tually to go to South Amerlca,nbut I couldn't+ get in there. And

then that came up. I had my name on all theglists of interested
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people of various consulates and diplomatic missions. Then one
day, I was in the army in Austria, actually, it was midwinter

then and we were just on mandegvres, I remember. And I was
actually gladdened, because it was really hard work. I got that
letter from the Australian Embassy in Germany somewhere:" If you

are still interested, there '

$ a transport leaving for Australia’
I think it was about five weeks hence. And I saw the con-
mander first,'actually. for a few hours - - -
KH: I'1ll say! 1’d want to chew tver it for o few
daﬁﬁ, I think.
FP: A few - it was really hard work, reall¥. .........they
had to feed us drugs to keep us alive, really savage, you Know.
And so - well, actually, I think it was only an hour or so, then
I saw the commanding officer. I didn'+ know then, if I could
just leave like this, and anyway, he gracefully agreed. I still
remenber his words - he was an old fellow, an old general, you
know, he was in the German army and the Russian front, and all
that. And he said, "Well, I see you want to go. Well, anyway,

if you find your diamonds, bring back a bagful for us."

KH: A bagful of what?
FP: Diamonds. And so I had to walk about four hours - it
was all snowed in, metreépf snow — I had to walk about four hours

\

back to there where the road was open, and the commanding
officer's driver drove me back to our normal summer camp, where
I picked up all my gear and then he drove me to the headguarters;
all the papers were fixed up virtually the next day. In one day
it was all sorted out and then I left - I got a discharge, I got
Still the papers with me. And then I was three weeks - I had
five weeks, I think, and in one week I was all ready, it was all

fixed up. It all ran smoothly,

KH: What did your parents think of that?
really.
FP: I never asked them, ,“My father aidnt mind so much,

but my mother, when I left, the day when I left, she disappeared.
KH: I see.



1609

Frank Pirchmoser

Fp: She disappeared, crying, I suppose.
KH: It would have been an emotional day for her.
FP: She was rather an emotional girl. Well, like all

elderly European women, you know, they c¢ry a lot and they screan,
and things like that.

KH: Perhaps I should give your side of the story as well.
And that {s very unusual, that you were paid for by the Austrian

government, not the Australian government.

FP: No, not to my knowledge. But anyway, we had to go to
camping sites. There was a camp, it was an old ex-army camp, of
course. And there were hundreds of migrants there. They col-

lected them all over Austria, and we left all on the train.

There was a train full, I don't know, 2,000 or how many. We
left for Bremerhaven, and we met up with German migrants, and
there must have beéﬁthOOO people on that ship, most of them
migrants. And we were in camp - I cannot remember now - but a
few weeks. It must have been two or three weeks. That is why I
left early, left the army early, you see, because they said you
have to meet up in the camp, at such and such a date, you have to
have innoculations and papers and stuff. You know, you had to
have a pass for all the injections a vyellow pass, with the black
H - remember that one, the International Health @rganisation had
their own pass. All the innoculations are registered in there.

I still have that somewhere. Plus, you know, my travelling pass
and papers and bits and pieces and so on. And we had to sign,
for the Austrian government, we had to sign a piece of paper,
that s why I know 80%, or something like that they paid - that
we write them, or fill in forms. That is right, they gave us
forms, I think, two forms. The first fornm

was sent in,

I think, six months after we got here, and the second form a year

after. It was a pre-printed form. You Jjust ticked off "do you
work in your promised Job?" tick, ves, no. "Are you happy?" -no.
"Do you get the money you were promised?" and all that. And none

of us worked in the Jjobs we were supposed to work. None of us.
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KH: Did you have to work here for two years?

FE: Yes.

KH: You were obligated.

FE: But we didn't worry about that. We were supposed to

work at the same job that was given us at first, for two years.

KH: Where did you land in Australia?

FP: In Fremantle. That ’s where the boat landed. And then
we went bver to Melbourne.

KH: By train?

FP: No, on the boat still.

KH: On a boat.

FP: On the same boat. And then we disembark. That was a

fiasco. That must have taken a time for us to get off the ship.
KH: Why was that?

FP: I don't know. Customs, or something, and queues of
people with suitcases, in lines. I think we got there about 9 in
the morning and about 5 finallgfieft the harbour area. And
they had to put us on the train. I can't remember how we got on
the train. I think that was - the train was there on the Jetty
somewhere. It was near the harbour area. And then they took us
to Bonegilla. We got there, I think, about 2 in the morning, or
$0. We travelled all night, and we got to Bonegilla finally. We

stopped somewhere half way, I would say, and we had refreshments

consisting of mutton chops. I still can smell it - ?Y%}ﬂwdﬂ
go like this, "What's that funny smell?" And .Qd??ﬁF., oh,
terrible.

KH: Why don't you like mutton?

MRS P: Oh, never. .

KH: You don't likefaither?

FP: Well, it smells peculiar - - -

MRS P: Oh, I wouldn't eat mutton, no.

KH: Do you mean no chops?

MRS P: No, we never eat - in fact, never.

KH: Cutlets, I'll eat.



1611

Frank Pirchmoser

MRS P: Never. Occasionally, Frank will eat leg of lamnb, but
not mutton. But very rarely. Not many Europeans do that I know.

Very few eat lamb.

KH: No, they don't ' have roasts very nmuch, no.
MRS P: Oh, roasts - - -
FP: But these weren't roast, there were sausages, too. I

don't Know, but the whole thing smelled the same, anyway. But,
see, I had eaten horse - W& had eaten horse, goat - quite a lot
of goat. The usual beef and calf and soon. But I had never had
sheep before. And so anyway we didn'+t - none of us, apparently,
because everyone said, "What's that funny smell? Oh, it's the

food that smells. I wonder what they put in there?"

KH: I think my parents would have a similar feeling about
that.

MRS P: The older generation.

KH: Yes. Roasts - I love chops.

FP: Well, I didn't nind eating theém. But that’s what we

had, actually, €velyday after,

MRS P: But you said you had no choice, really. That’s all
they had.
FP: Ne, well, they put us - I can't rememnber how many

blankets we had. I think three, those blue blankets and those
army - those farm gates, 6% bedsteads |, you know, these farm gotes?
KH: Oh yes, the old wire frame r Yyeah.

FP: Yes, Jjust a rhomboid shape wire mesh with the waterpipe

frame and four legs.

KH: How long did you spend in Bonegilla?
FP: I dont really remember. Longer than some of then.
8510

Some only were there a,days.

KH: Yes, we had 10 days, I think. That was short by comn-
parison to others.

FP: Yes, I can+ really tell because for me then time did
not exist. I Just tried to survive the best as possible, and

took in all the impressions, see.
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KH: Well, talking about impressions, can you think back to

what you Kknew of Australia before you came?

FP: Yes.
KH: What sticks out in your mind?
FP" Well, we saw a film which I have seen twice since here.

It was called "The Overlanders) black and white novie, gquite good.
KH: Robert Mitchum?

NRS P: Chips Rafferty.

FP: No, Chips Rafferty, ves.

KH: Ol'\, ,“,T!\:C,Shiralec.”, no —

FP: It was an Australian movie produced here. And when the

Japanese were threatening to land at Darwin or somewhere, or they
thoughtihqﬁfgg'they drove thousands of cattle, as far as to
KathArine, and that is what basically the movie was about. And
it showed scenery and all that. And that ?s about - that ’s
right - our class teacher - I think education was very good we
received. Geography was one of my favourite subjects, and I knew
virtually everything about most countries of the world. But
then, 3Jjust about when we came to Australia, the teacher said, "We
show movie, an Australian movie. Take it in, it tells you a lot
about our country." And she said, "Well, basically, it ‘% like
a saucer. It s high on the outside and the centre is lower than
the sea level," and all this. And lots of it - there is certain
things like that. We knew the basic things, but they dida+

tell us about kangaroos running around in Sydney and things like

this, because I think we had a thorough educatiocn, after what the
=

YANKS voeevernnenss stuff like this. So that 's about all. I
had a fair idea of what to expect.

KH: Did you know that Australia had snow? Had mountains Wsh
enough for snow?

FP: No, I don+t think I did, really. Because I woulad

have brought my skis, mﬂ ski egquipment. Well, perhaps not, be-

Cause I had ﬁ?o suitcases full, and had to stamp on them to shut
ow it i,

them, you know, I remember I had two double-breasted suits with
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me, and I couldn’t  wear them on the boat, everybody looked
at me, because they didn't know — they didn't . have at that time
double-breasted suits, and that cut, I suppose. So I flogged themn
at a pawn shop, I think it was, in Geelong. From Bonegilla I
went back to Geelong. That was mny first Jjob, in Geeleong, at the
Ford Motor Company. On the assembly line. And so I flogged a lot
of gear down there at Geelong, and I dida't want to be, sort of
too distinct from the rest of the people, thatls why I flogged
them - carrying my two suitcases full of Jjunk around was too much

for my liking.

KH: Did you go to another migrant camp after Bonegilla?
PP No.
KH: How did you find Bonegilla? Apart from the mutton, was

there anything else that stands out?

FP: Well, actually no different from any other camp. You
see we had been on the other side in Europe in Salzburg in the
camp too, for about a week, for a few weeks. And I dian't find
it tobdifferent. The buildings were different here. They were
corrugated iron, corrugated roof, elevated floor. Whereas over
there they were more refined, to some extent. We had - I don't
know what the walls were- double plaster board or something, or
fibro or whatever, compared to the corrugated sheeting here. 1

here,
had never seen corrugated iron before until I came, It wasn't

used at that stage in Europe anywhere. Or water pipe for fenc-
ing., it wasnt . used.

MRS P: Qr, ovthouses.

FP:- Well, toilets yes. But not that type of toilet anyway.
Thunderboxes!

KH: A& long drop.

FP: Well, it was a different country, and most of it was
different. Thats what I wanted it to be. That is why I camne

here, see, I did not complain about it, and neither of the other
guys did. We were all single fellows. You sort of Jjoin up in a

gand. We were all fellows with similar opinions of the situa-
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tion, and we sort of soon find each other. And you go out
together to the movies and so forth. And you form a gang.

KH: Did vou find it hard to learn English?

FP: Not at all.

KH: You learned it at schoel, did you?

FP: Well, not really. In high school we did, let me see,

2 did
one year, I thlnk,weAEnglish. It was French mostly, three vears.
One year, but that was the first vear. I had forgotten most of

K But in Bonegilla they had these classes and I went once.

That was more or less the test. What I speak now I taught nyself.

I never went to a - I was an avid reader. I read - that’s how I
started learning really. When they put us at the first Job

the lant
there, they put us - atnFordf— with a Ford car, a Falcon I sup-

pose they were called then, the big 6 cylinder Ford - picked us
up at the railway station from Bonegilla, once we got to Geelong,
and drove us around to the various boarding houses, found us
places, because none of us could speak English, see. Well, sone
were better than others. But I was pretty lousy. And I didn'+t
worry about it too mucgfn'ﬁnd so they found us boarding houses
There were five of us, I think, in the car. And one guy went to a
private place and the remaining four went to another
boarding house.and there were a total of 11 there then. That was
trss s s iVvenue, Geelong. I cannot remember the
house number, very old place, double brick - rooms, I don't know
how many rooms, a cellaa &wriﬂﬁg“ And next day we started
work, and I got lost on the way honme. But I couldf%sk direc-
tions. I thought that 's it, the day I'm stardng learning
English. And then I went through it, three months, and then I
knew most of it . I could speak better in three months, I
reckon, like that Spaniard does after 20 years.

MRS P: Or our neighbour.

Fp: And I could converse reasonably. I had a bit of

trouble sometimes thinking of words, and all that. Of the course

the accent .........s0rt of disappears. But even if the accent
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disappears, you ’‘re still a wog, you know. It makes no aif-
ference. So I sort of got used to - I’ m still a wog, I 100k
like one, I have to have a facelift and all that. Not Jjust speak
different, I have to look different.

MRS P:

wood and he introduced Frank to his boss's wife.

I tell you something, recent. Qur son lives in Braia-

And she said to

our son, '"Carl, you havent got an accent." How could he? He

was born here.

KH: And then after Geelong, you went to Brisbane, sone gﬁﬂﬁ?
FP: Oh no, I had a few jobs in Geelong, see. After six
months with the Ford Motor Company - it was Just assembly

work, was sort of ..scie They put me there more or less as a

relief. When somebody was sick I had to do their Jjob. 3¢ I was

in the metal industry, gqualified, I knew how engines worked and
They Jjust had

all that. You see, it was a motor assembly plant.

opened that, I believe, the motor assembly plant - V8s - the V8

notor - Ford engines.
KH: Yes, right.
FP: And when we came there, about 20 of us from the sane

ship, we got there. There were electricians and all kinds of

pecople, and they stuck them there assenbling gear boxes. None of

them in their promised occupation. And from 20 to 90 was in a

week, we went. From 20 engines to 90. And then 100 in another

week. They did&+ give us a bonus or anything, really, they
nore or less exploited us. And after 6 months I was confident
that I ecould find my way around the country, I spoke enough

| Lhod. ,
I still heve the badge, Very high

English, and I took off.
security, you had to show your badge, like a New York policeman,
a big And I took off. A few had already left

: have
pefore me, and QF.cpurse, glithe. oS oud, left shortly after, and they

And then I took off to - I

silver badge.

got a few other Jobs around Geelong.
wanted to see the country, so I went up to Cairns. Ne, I flew
And then I caught the Sun-

from Melbourne to Brisbane, I flew.

lander, I think it was called - no, to Sydney. Oh well, maybe I

- — -
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then
ﬂndna few

I took the Sun-

lander from Brisbane to Cairns and I had a friend there.

was in Sydney for a day or two, and then to Brisbane.

days in Brisbane, and then I went to Cairns.

I lived

in the same place with him - we went to school. He was a bit

older than me, he was in another class. But I went up there. he

had been there about four years by then. I met him in Cairns

but there was no work, no employment, except cutting cane, which
he had done at one stage. S50 I got a Job with the Queensland

Railways as a fettler.

KH: That )s a bit of a twist.

MRS P: And him being in the sun, with his colouring.
FP: It was a place called Bullock Creek near Almaden, North
Queensland. That was the exact address. And I always had Max

with me - it took me about two days to get there on the plane.
Right at the end, another 40 kilometres on the plane, then
finished, near the Gulf of Carpentaria there virtually. Well, I

got there, there was another place, I got off at the wrong sta-

- )
tion. I can+t remember now, that place. But anyway, once I got

- an
off, got all my gear, bags and sleeping bag and stuff,AI spoke to
the guys.

They say, "No. We want a fellow too'", they said.

There were four-man gangs in the little hut there at the side of
the railway station, making up 60 miles, I think it was, of

track.40 miles one side of the hut, and 20 the other way. And

then there was another little hut with four guys. and of course,

you know, they were all seni-permanent guys, they staved there a

few weeks or a few months and then took off, and they always

wanted people. But anyway, I didn't like it there anyhow. S50 I

went to my proper destination the next day on the next train.

There were, I think, three trains a week, or something. And it

Was lucky there was another train the next day. And I went up to-

Bullock Creek and I stavyed there for about 9 months. The food

You had to order by telephone. No we dida't - by telephone -

We send it in written - on the train. And then a week later it

came out again. We had telephone facilities there. We were
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gquite well off, actually, because we had a 60,000 gallon water
tank, where the steam engines ptllled in to fill up with water

and there was a three mile - I have to talk in miles because in
those days it was miles @nd it is too awkward te convert. There
was a little creek about three miles away, and a few times a week
one of us would go there, start a little diesel engine-~driven
pump to fill the big tank up. And we had plenty of water for
showers and all that. It was much better than some of the other
places. And I had a hammock then. I bought an American army
Jungle hammnock. It . Wwas mosquito nets all round it, a water-—

. preef roof on top, and you strung it out under the water tank,

and it was beautiful and cool there always. And I slept in

there most of the summertime. Water, you didn+ have hot water
there, because it was all solar water heating. You see, now
there ’s a big fussi#ﬁ?gg}g% heating. We had it then, 25 years
ago. It was even that hot that you couldn't stand under it.

MRS P: 25, 30, Frank.

FP: I am a bit on the easy side. I don't want to brag too
much. So you had to let it cool off actually. The first few
mnetres of waterpipe - they were near the surface, they got really
boiling hot. You had to let it run until it cooled down a bit.
KH: And when did you meet your wife?

FH: That was a few years later.

MRS P: ’57 and we were married in’58.

KH: 1957. . S50 we i Junp on now te the Snowy Scheme.

MRS P: Or you ’11 be there for a week.

KH: What was your first Jjob on the Snowy Mountain Scheme?
FP: The first 3Jjob. Well, basically it was commissioning -
what did they call it- I suppose commissioning - ....PM&~testing

commissioning of the instrumentation at Tumut 2 power station.
That was the first 3job. And - that ’s right - the guy that was
supposed to be - that was the first Christmas - it must have been
Christmas . ‘61, then. There was one alter-

nator running, I think, and they wanted somebody over Christmas
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on standby, that was for 5 weeks or so. And I took that over.
That was my first taste of maintenance. That was Jjust in between
more or less, over Christmas. I sort of had only started 6
months previously, so I did mind, whereas that guy who had
previously done it, he wanted to go away on holidays. So a few
weeks I had to stay there during the holidays and all that, on

standby 1in case there was a breakdown.

KH: And how did you get a job on the Scheme?

FP: I applied for it.

KH: You heard about it elsewhere?

3 o Yes, that was k\ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ&ﬂf:%ﬁ;ﬁ after - many Jjobs, 106
different Jjobs after I turned up in Brisbane. I was in the army

then, right? 1In the Australian Army. And then I got discharged
there after ...........and I was looking for a Jjob - - -
MRS P: Well, I mean to say, you had to Join the Army to be

recognised in your trade here, at that stage.

KH: Oh, i1s that right?

FP: Basically, yes. Well, I still wasn't - and so anyway,
I saw - I don't know where now - in the newspaper, I suppose - -
KH: That ’s interesting. To get accreditation, if you

Joined the Australian Army for a period, that was OK? Did vou
have to do some refresher courses while yvyou were in the Army?

FP: Well no. Actually, I had a so-called co-enlistment,
they called it. I was fully recognised. And they had got
various grades in each rank, right? I think that “s 13, or some-
thing, they call it stars, I think. Say, a private can be either
a Star One or a Star Thirkeen or any star in between. It depends on
his skill. Say, if he is a marksman, he may get two stars. If
he has first aid he gets an extra star. If he is a high-speed
drummer, or something, another star on the list, right. In any
rank, General, Private, or in between. And I enlisted with all
the stars, full-=-star rating. And the darn instructors -
everybody must - which is one good thing. Everybody has to go to

one recruit training battalion in Kapooka, So that ’s basic
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training, British military standard training, you know, you march
differently. Every army has different drills, you see. And al-
though I had been in the army before and knew most about it, but
the drill was entirely different. You see, You marched dif-
ferently and all that s ivv v oo So they instruct us there,
they saw my papers, naturally, and they were Jjealous, because I
got more pay than they had. You see, I was a _Fur- star rating.
And well, actually, I had an interview, that ’s what they call it
there. One of the guys there - I don't remember now how L got
in the army - I must have applied, of course, somehow. Well,
anyway, &egﬁgwig‘&ﬁfsgﬁiggughere and they gave me a few gues-—
tions.and they .. .so they put me in. But it took about 8 months.
They searched all my background for security clearance. They
went to Europe - my old mother was a bit upset. She thought, you
know, I had robbed a bank or something, when the police turned up
with inguiries. And months later, I found out. She said, "What
have you done? The police were here, and they ask after you."
And that happened several times. I had another security

clearance a couple of years ago and the same thing happened

again.

MRS P: They wanted my clearance as well.

KH: Recently?

FP: Yes, about two years ago. So whenever you get the - -
KH: Is that because you were in the Austrian Army?

MRS P: No, the position, here, to do with - - -

| 30 3 No.

KH: It Js very far-reaching.

FP: Oh yes. And I see now - if the spies, they are all

right?

done with top security cleared,, I mean, mine was only the lowest

level security. But all the spies, they get really into the
classified information, top secret information, they are the
spies, not the little fry. The cleaning woman can be guard of

the garbage cans, and sometimes have an information S0VC€:.,..It
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is all a farce, really. But I believe whenever you want a new,
a higher security rating, there are various grades of security.
The lowest is Confidential and then maybe it s Classified, I
think, is the next one; then Secret, then Top Secret, and cipher,
and so on. And so whenever we go to another one, they go right

through your background again.

KH: You would think once was enough.

MRS P: You would think so.

FP: Yes, but I believe that I would never get a top
security rating, because I have relatives in Europe, see. And if
you can think of the implications, that if I, for instance - not

that I would ever be in the position, it ’s all a fiasco, it ’s' a
farce, really - it makes me vomit to think of the stupidity
of it all. But that ’s the bureaucracy. But, if there was a
war, for instance, and say, I would have to fight, mavbe, again;
I have to drop bombs in Innsbruck, somewhere, where my nother
lives, I would refuse to do it, because my relatives are there.

Something like this.

MRS P: That ’s getting off the beaten track.

FE? That ’s why I would never get a top security
clearance.

KH: Going back to the Snowy Mountains Scheme — did you like

working on the Snowy Schene?
FP: Yes, sometimes it was fun, especially on pay days.

MRS P: Don't be stupid. You’ve often said it was a well-run

organisation,Shue$hun

FP: Yes. Well, I have had many Jjobs and positions, and
been around the place, and I reckon it was the best run - well,
it was then, I don't know now - the best-run organisation I have

ever worked for, in every respect.

KH: Really?

Fp: By far and wide.

MRS P: It took years, probably, to come to that conclu-
sion.
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FP: Well, I was young then, and I didn'+ appreciate it.
But now I have come to the conclusion - in every respect, the

best-run.

MRS P: And I enjoyed living there. It was really a terrific
place to live and bring up children. We went there with the baby
and a tecddler. It reallywas a very good place to live. I loved
ik,

KH: This is to Cabramurra!

MRS P: Yes. You know, really healthy climate - it was a great
place.

KH: Always fresh air at Cabramurra, I would think.

MRS P: Inagine going there from Brisbane! I had never seen

micl-
snow, twes “yinter.

KH: I see. Fron Brisbane into the snow?

MRS P: August. What a change of pace!

KH: Did you work overtime very much?

FP: Yes.

KH: The money was good, wasn't it, I believe?

FP: Well, i1t was a funny set-up. Overtime - you see, there
were so-called staff - there were the wages and the staff. The
wages were as it is now. Overtime - the first so many hours was
time a half, or something. Then after that you get double tine
and then triple time. But all our overtime hours were what, I
think, a clerk grade 6 gets, or something, double time. Some
funny regulation. I think it was $6.35 an hour, or $7.80, some-

thing like this. The equivalent of what a clerk grade 6 on

double time gets. But every hour was like this. You didat get
double time or triple time. But there were regulations that
after, I think, 16 - not 16 hours - 14 hours or sonething, you

had to have an 8-hour break, because sometimes it was really hec-
tic in winter, after a storm or so. There were power lines down,
machinery blown up and all washed away. Oh, it was a shocker,
wasnt it? And one night we were chasing our tails all night,

not getting anvwhere. As soon as we finished one Jjob, the radio
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player began, something else was gone. What a fiasco! And we
thought we would never get hone. I think we were on the road all

night, from about 6 at night till next day, 8 o'clock in the

morning.

KH: whgt year was that?

MRS P: )64:would have been. That was the bad year. Orjss.
FP: I don'+ remember.

MRS P: Probably '64.

KH: What was the fiasco? What was some of the problems

that you had to solve?

FP: Yes, well - that 's right, what was he called’
+++ssse.. he was in charge up there, an operations engineer up at
Tumut Dam. He was supplied by the Electricity Comnission for
New South Wales. The operating staff there were all Electricity
Commission. There were some staff fron I, S and G . thery, .
You see, after construction of Tumut Two ﬁas finished, I stayed
there in Cabramurra, but I transferred to maintenance, which was
the SMC - Snowy Mountains Council. And the people who continued

in commissioning, that were in my section, sort of, they went on

to Khancoban, the Murray One power station was the next on the
go.

) it clear,
KH: Sorry, I still havent =~ got,what you were actually
doing?
ER : Commissioning. You see - - -
KH: What do you mean? Like ordering equipment?
FP: No. Commissioning is putting equipment into service.
Testing - - -
KH: So it arrives and you have to install it?
{30 - No, no, that 's construction.
MRS P: Everything was in when Frank - - -
ER No. Let me describe it'mﬁﬁiF' You werent there.

You were playing tennis while I did, - that 's why she liked it,
Playing tennis all the day.
MRS P: Lovely nhfe - terrific.
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FP: Yes. It )s much the same as Parliament House here now,
and all that. And first there was moving gear. First the sur-
veyors started. They survey everything, and then the earthmoving

crews come in and thenkhey scratch around the dirt and push it
down here and fill it up and all that. And then they put the
foundations in, of concrete. And when the concrete structure ad-
vances to a suitable stage, the machinery gets put in. That ’s
all construction, still. Then the machinery is wired up. You
see, the concreting is done by the concrete fixers, and the con-
crete hands, and all that, and then machinery is put in by the

fitters and the electricians and t¢ rig9e(3 and all these, right?

And then cabling connect up. And then it has to be proved if it
works and if it works satisfactorily. That was our Jjob. Once it
was all therejwe tested it. Well, when the machinery came, Wwe
tested it in a testing laboratory and then it was packed up again
and then put on site.

KH: S0 it was a very specialised Job?

Fp: Yes,.

KH: So there weren't very many of you doing that, I sup-
pose.

FP! No.

KH: Because there 's not all that much commissioning you

can do, I suppose?

FE% No. You only do it once.

KH: Yes.

FP: But then after every other Jjob, my Job would be to do
it again. Because, you know, when you pull a machine to pieces,

vyou do the same procedure again.

KH: So if they install a new turbine, at Monyang Power
Station, they do it - someone else comes along and does it again.
MRS P: And then once a year, they take it apart, and it has
all got to be checked. It 's a never-ending Jjob. It has always
got to be - - -

e Well, it 15 not qguite that simple. It is a very con-
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plex procedure, really, because with these high voltages con-

cerned, you have to be spot-on. If you have a small fault, it 5

not like a motor car. You hear a funny noise somewhere, she'll

be ﬁﬁ?ht. you keep on driving. And after 6 months you might find
Q

out ,the fan belt needs replacing because of a loose fitting some-
where. But with that machinery, you have high voltages. If
there 's something that is slightly imperfect, and if you don't
attend to it promptly, it can blow the whole thing ocut and it
costSyou $20 million. Just about that time they had that black-
out in America, the first one in history where people were stuck

in the lifts and all that, where the whole power system was in-

terrupted.
KH: Was that in New York?
FP: In all North America virtually.
MRS P: I think it was %4.
and in unde l‘SrDuno{
FP: There were people stuck in the lifts for hours, ,trains,

and all that, there was a complete blackout because of lack of
attention to detail, it was. And then I remember the big chief,

he issued orders. >WQ had to double-check everything. That

definitely couldn't happen in our system.

KH: That ’s what you started doing - when you were employed
by the SMA - commissioning equipmnent?

FP: Yes.

KH: Equiprment of all conmplexities?

EP% Yes.

KH: From tiny little motors to turbines, to whatever?

FP: Yes.

KH: Sc that requires a lot of - a very wide spectrum of

knowledge, I suppose?

EP3 Yes.

KH: Or if you havent got the knowledge, a lot of back-
ground reading?

EP3 Well, vyes.

KH: Or do you get the manuals that come with all this
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equipmnent?
FP: Yes.
KH: S0 that you can have a step-by-step procedure that you

can follow?
FP: No. The procedures were developed by the SMA. That ’s
what I mentioned before. They were the best organised place I
have ever seen. You see, every manufacturer has to have
specifications of the equipment - what it does, what it shoulda'f
do and how it should be done, blah, blah. But the Snowy
developed their own specs for testing. We had so-called comnmis-
sioning sheets. The first ones were the white sheets; they were
the preliminary commissioning, preliminary test sheets. You Jjust
checked visually, wiring and all that, that it was satisfactory.
Then you had the pink sheets, that was the pre-commissioning.

ere
And then I think there were the green sheets, which the final

commissioning. The pre-commnissioning is, you had part of the
sections of equipment running separately. And then the full
test, the full commissioning, was the final tests. And then we
had done. Sonetimes ~~.........But after commissioning, that ’s
not the end of it. You had to do efficiency tests, you know.

And they are really scientific commissioning tests. And you see,

you are involved there, with plant costing millions of dollars.
That ?s why it all has to be spot on. It ’s not a darn motor or

compressor, air conditioning plant that costs half a million or

S0. And with overseas companies and all that, they have to work
in with Lloyds of London and the Bureau of ..........and all
this, with international insurance conpanies. That wasn't our

job. But they went after our Test ceperts.

they came for, the tesh reports. =

That was all
And if eguipment was
found to be lacking in efficiency as stated - you see, somebody
sells you a turbine and says 88% efficient, and you find out it
is only 87% efficient, they have sold you a bum steer, right? So
they have to refund - give you a refund. And that has happened

many times. With the whole power station, there were - after
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running for a few months, or sometimes years even - there was an
efficiency test done after the equipment was properly tested and
ruﬁ:and all the parts - there was an efficiency test done. And
what I did these - measure - even the water temperature -
neasured between inlet and outlet was recorded. Oh, there were
measuring devices everywhere, you wouldn't believe it. And half
a degree temperature difference, even, was recorded. And all
that was taken into consideration of efficiency. And vibration
of the equipment, everything, you wouldit believe it. And that
is why I can't believe - what happens -what goes on now, you
know. It 's unbelievable, the people don't have a clue. Either
the standards have dropped considerably, or they Just don+t . know

what they ’'re doing.
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FP: Well, there was every second week, we worked Saturday dirt under your fingernails?
and Sunday. That was on maintenance. as I said, after the com- MRS P: Oh, no.
missioning and all that was finished andTéower station was put in FP: No.
to normal operation, I wa$S transferred to maintenance, because I KH: Yours was a relatively - you were in a good environ-
wanted to stay there. I could have moved on with the other guys ment. I mean, everything had been built.
to Khancoban. MRS P: Frank never did any of the dirty work.
KH: But certainly, for the Snowy - yYour Job in the Snowy, FP: Yes.
your qualifications back from Austria were recognised? KH: You were the fine tuning?
FP: Yes. MRS P: Yes.
KKH : And you actually worked in that area? FP Yes.
FP: Yes. Many of the guys there, they knew, they daian't MRS P: I Just read a book actually, on the dirty work. Ivan
even look at my papers. They never asked, they knew from what I Kobold - what was it? Men of the Snowy.
had done, because they came from Europe themselves, most of them KH: Oh yes... So you never worked in ice and snow?
were, even though they changed their names and nationality. They MRS P: L\Snowﬁfgut not pick and shovel.
dian't have an accent as broad as mine, but they had come from FP: Yes.
there, Czechoslovakia, Germany. Diesendorf, for instance, he was KH: When did you have to face the elements?
there. We had a top notch engineer, Diesendorf. He had some FP: Every day on the way to work when it snowed. I remem-
notoriety around here. ber,what is now the football or the soccer field in Cabramurra,
KH: Marc Diesendorf? was once the transport hall. And there was an office there and a
FP: Marc Diesendorf. few sheds where they had the ambulance. They had an ambulance
KH: Yes, he ’'s now teaéhing in the same department where Im which they had to drive once or twice to stop it from rusting in.

doing my doctorate. And all the cars and trucks and sco on were all around the
FP: Yes, well that's the son of Dr Diesendorf. perimeter inside the fence. And when it snowed in winter, there
KH: I spoke to him the other day, that 's rignt. was mavybe half a metre of snow, and all the cars were Jjust sort
FP: And then, there are a few of them. of bumps of snow. So instead of sort of hosing themft it woulad
KH: I discovered that his father had worked on the Schene, have been too much trouble and maybe the water would havéf%;ozen fo
ves, that 's right. | hose the snuta » S0 they Just went with the arm guickly and made a
FP: Yes. He was a raal.brmnj bloke, really sma;t. He was heole in the windscreen so you could see out, and drove ofF. Sone
one of the few that was there at the beginning with Hudsen. of the snow fell off later. And then it was back - we started
What ’s his name, now? I can't remember his other name. And usually work at the group control centre, the Tumut group control
there were a few of these. And so, when you say to whom you centre, it was known, which is about 3 kilometres fron
worked for in Europe, he knew straight away, Yyou didn't have to Cabramurra, which is the switching station for Tumut One and
have a pile of papers. Tumut Two. And there we went to the operators consultqﬂ} there
KH: So you weren' t in the thick of it in terms of getting were three of us, special assistants to the ...........guys who
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looked after the telephones and telemetry, and technical serv-
ices, that was me. And then they said, "Oh, such and such doesn't
. work and that doesn't work," and then we went our own ways
to fix it. And sometimes it was guite funny in winter, espe-
cially. In summer it was relatively uneventful. Once, I remenmn-
ber, there was an old man, and he went back to become a taxi
driver in Newcastle. He married a woman there, many years
younger, and her father was a taxi driver, and he must have put
him on. But anyway, what I said earlier, ...s:sss:::20....the
guy in charge up there, he put one technical services and a spe-
cial assistance guy together, and he said, "Yes, we can fix any-
thing that way." Because the special assistanc¢ was telephones,
and was freguency channels, and we did all the machinery and all
the other gear that you can thinkof So we were together. So one
of these nights we discussed before when we were busy all night.
Well, we got a call, there was a phone or something, an alarm.
All the alarms came up from Tumut Two. You see, they had these
alarm bells which the Snowy pioneered, invented or designed
first. you might say, all little illuminated windows, with
engraved plates on it, that tells you when the.i2hele face, [ a11 the
alarms are up, You know, we have to §o down and fix it, in case
there is a real alarm. And they don't know if it 's real or ﬁot.
So, Norm, he got a call from me and we met in the transport pool.
And so we went down to T Two, I think it was, fixed that. And on
the way down we got an alarm - the gates control at T Two don't
work, I think. That meant we had t&T}ight around there, down
past Tumut One power station, along the river road there, and the
standby diesel didn't work either, of course. That ’s why the
gate controls didn't . work. You see, all these outstations, they
had standby supplies,hk& diesel and batteries. And that was all
normally remotely controllable from group control centre, everything,
kilometres away, Jjust pushed the button,, the gates opened and
closed, the generator started, and all this. And the Teome Dam,

vou're  probably familiar with Toema Dam, too, that was also con-
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trolled by group control centre, up at Tumut 4Wp control centre.

And all the levels, the water levels from the various reservoirs
the

around were telemetred back to,Tumut, and often they played up,

especially in winter. I have seen —

had a lotr of FUnn& episcdes there. But anyway that night we went
down to T One and the diesel battery, the Gr&NKNY  pattery was
flat. They cranked it, they didn'+... if it was starting or not,
so they Just kept on starting and it ran out of battery. And
sesessssse.found one of the three phases out, and switched the
circuitry on again, opened up again, and phoned up group controls
and said, "We can't see. a thing; it is dark; the wind is
howling; the diesel battery is flat. We ‘11 have to wait until
morning. Just have to leave the gate closed." On the way back
we noticed that one of the power lines was hanging on a tree
branch. From T Two dam up to the mountain there, it ’s a very
long climb, and they had to use rockets to string the lines
originally. They couldn't get there otherwise, it ‘s all rocks.
KH: They used rockets, did they?

FP Similar to what they use in the navy when the supply
ship comes together. The first guy shoots up a rocket with a
rifle, a special rifle attachment?fz nylogrﬁehind it. Thal nylon
line is attached to a heavy rope, and that-to a heavier rope.

And then finally the power line cable. And that s how they

strung the lines there. And I wasn't too sure with the car

headlights, but one - you see, they were very low sagging, be-—

b

cavse there ‘s a long span, you can't stretch them straight, of

course, because the towers will collapse. 8o you have a sag in
it, a predetermined sag, that ’s been mathematically determined,
so you have so much sag for a particular span. And anyway, be-
cause of the sag, 1t was virtually like the bow of an arch. They
swing in the breeze, the power lines like that. And one got
hooked on the trees somewhere. And that shorted it out, of
course, that made that phase inoperative. But we wereat | sﬁre.

we (ouldn't see, we had no spotlight, Just the car headlights.
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And that was the case actually, after. So anyway, we couldﬁf
do much there. We went back again and something else - I think
it was the Cabramurra diesel power station, they had three or
four diesels down there in Cabramurra power station, out of

German submarines. They were given as repatriation. You see,
Germany had to pay repatriations for years after World War 2, and
they did it in the form of motor cars and machinery and eguip-
nent. And those three or four diesels were attached to gener-
ators a;‘d they generated 66,000 volts plus the g."‘i"."‘?‘.‘“". Switch o jicac
..;..j.... diesel power station. I think it7 s

And beautiful equipment, full of tools
They still

still there, I believe.
and everthing. I even managed to flog a few tools.
had the swastika imprinted on them and all this. And there was

something on up there. And then we were busy all night. I can'ft
But we were working in

it was at Tumut Oone .D.QW.\,

remember all the smaller details.

snow and ice. That was in 1964. Again,
the operators down at the group control centre said, "Nothing
They tried to start the diesel up, but

So the

works at Tumut One Dam."

. LP " . .
no alarms are coming. nothing. Sonething to this effect.

'

roads were closed. We had no communications from Cooma, that 's

There was only one snowcat

operatable and that was at Tantangara » that 's right. They

One they lent to Island Bend,

right, the roads were closed.

had three snowcats in Cabramurra.

and that went down in the gully: one was in Tantangara with

4 g
«esves.and he needed 1t over there. There was another one some-
where, but they didnt+  have any snowcats in Cabramurra. So that
clever boss of mine, he had the idea that we ski down. AndI diadn+t

like to use my skis on Snowy business, in case they get

broken, see. And so there were the three of us. They had the

hydrology guy, yYou know what hydrology does? They had a hydrol-
ogy branch too. They go in and measure the streams, water flow
and all that.

KH: Righits« Y }m most familiar with their work, vyes.

FP: Yes. Well, what is his name, now? Bob Janala -

Spencefs Creek.
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MRS P: Well, vou possibly know Bob Janata 2

KH: No, I ’'ve never met him.

MRS P: He lives in Coona.

KH: Oh, does he?

MRS P: Unless he’s moved in the last - I saw him in Canberra

this vear, I would say. 19.5ay.be.still lives in Cooma.

KH: Because I have correspondence with Tony Spon_ar, and Im
going to go down soon to interview Tony. And he told me of a
ski crossing that he and Bob did fron Happy Jack's Plain over to
Because, as part of their work, they went as far
as Grey Mare, and then they thought, well, we might as well go

the rest of the way. aAnd I
)

. Put that in my current book, be-
cause it ‘s a book about long Journeys across the mountains. And

I wanted some Jjourneys that people who were in the SMA did, vyou

see.
MRS P: Frank went from Round Mountain to Guthega.

KH: Oh, did you?

MES P! On his own. And I waited, and waited at the other end.
FP: Oh, I went other places, too. I am one of the silent

wonders, You know.

MRS P: That was a fair hike, but.
KH: Yes, Round Mountain to - that was on skis?
FP3 Yes., We 4
i hosba.-;ldlD anyway, that was 1964 So there was Bob JTan:
& :

aBOb S ...... and myself. You see, he thought he picked

one, he was guite a clever organiser,really.
MRS P: But Bob ......got exhausted, didnt he?

FpP: Well, - pick one of each ang he gets everything

fixed, you know. I was the electrimﬁgmghe other one was the

hydraulic expert, and the linesman, Bob ......was the linesman.
So we skied down from Cabramurra, Pﬂffly down to Tumut One, and
then along the !LF@FE.YPJT....line to Tumut One, all along the
line to see where the line was broken, or something. It was OK.
It started raining. That was in ’64, because it always rained and

snowed and rained and snowed.
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MRS P: For 40 days.
FP: And when we went down there, it rained most of the
time. And we got there and they have - they call it a head)

sitting outside, it is a cable coming coning out of the ground
going up on the pole, and then you have three things sticking
out, three insulators, where the cables are terminated and there
are usually fuses, surface fuses, and then another cable goes in-
The $mf(ﬁhead i

side the buildings, Yyou see. 's called. And

you could see that one of the fuses had fallen out. You can
see them, they are so primitive. They cause a lot of bushfires,
by the way. A few of the councils have been sued because of the
bushfires they cause. It ’s just a long piece of braided copper
with a sort of a head, metal head on one end that holds a spring-
loaded mechanism in place. And when a thin wire on one end melts
off, which is the fuse wire, the whole arm falls out, operS the

circuit, and the hot piece of wire falls to the ground. Well,

anyway, You could see that straight away, that one phase was out.
And I had a micrometer with me, so we went into the power sta-

said, "Well, Ican't

tion, Bob Jonata do anything here, anyway, 4ou

Kngto ., so I might as well go home." So he skied back along the

road, back to Cabramurra. And 1t was still well=defined, the

k?fd%.of the road, but there were about two metres of snow. The

road signs were only that far abewe sticking out. And Bob and I

; I !
went in there and, measured the 50 volt Dbattery, big, you know,

lass cellg,
big cells,, 50 volt

)

measured, I think, two and a half

volts. That s why nothing worked. You see, it had been out for

weeks. And I checked the cable going to the .PQﬂQh@ad. and that
was - had an earth fault on it. So the only thing to do was to
start the diesel generator - they had a big diesel there. So I
started it up by hand. That couldn't be started either, because
the battery was so low for the remote controls to work. I

started it up all right. We strung a piece of wire and had our
wet gear floating from the radiator, flapping in the breeze, and

drying. They had the

And then the oil cooler started to leak.

FP:
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upper part for cooling water, the lower part for oil. The oil

all .
cooler started and ,the oll blowing against our clothes. y@as
temporarily tightening it. And all these outstations -I forgot
to mention - had emergency rations, in the cardboard box, for one

Person for one day. And usually, all the goodies were eaten out

of them. They only left the damn packets of soup and the teabags

and matches and things like that. But they had guite a balanced

meal in there. And we got hungry there, and we scrounged - there
must have been 20 or so half-used emergency rations - to feed
ourselves. And then as soon as the battery was charged up from
the alternator, I phoned - I was able to use the phone to group

control centre and tell them of the facts. And they say, "We’l|
get in touch with the chief."

MRS P:

What was his name?

Joe Slavacic.Hﬁﬁnd then maybe an hour or so later,
well, he got on the phone.
flat out.

The diesel was still running there,

Then it started squeaking - the ofl Speeds..which
started squeaking, we had to oil with the dipstick. Oh, what a

circus! And he say, "We send relief down in a few hours, " he

say, "Just hang on to it, Frank. Keep the diesel running, and,"
It /s like in Sialingnad.

And they came at 9 o'clock with the snowcat.

from Tantangam
backa so the¥ loaded it up.

blah, blah, "Jjust hang on to it."
The snowcat came
I remember they had a Roden stove,
electric stove on it; spare temporary cable, wrapped around the
snowcat on the ocutside.

that ’'s thick.

You see, this high voltage cable, so
You can't Jjust fold it in vour pocket, you have
to make big loops. 'They had wrapped it around the outside of

the snow cat. And steaks, and eggs and all that, they brought.

And 9 o'clock, it was of course, pitch-black dark i winter.
And - what ’s his name now! He ’s there again - Leo ......, I
still remember him coming in with the Roden stove, plug it in the
power point there,and he cooked the steaks and eggs for us. You
see, we were starved, and we had been there since about 9 or 10
in the morning.

MRS P: I think Joe came or rang me to say you woulan be
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back. KH: And of course, you lived in the old settlement, the old
FP: And it was a Bombardier snowcat, made in Canada. A Cabramurra, didn't you?
real rough one, it had these rubber tracks with wooden bars on MRS P: There it is, snowed in.
it, and with lever steering. And oY could adjust the track FP: Yes.
when you go along the slope, when one track went lower than the MRS P: It was)64.
other, and all this. But rough, you could feel every wooden slat FP: Well, of course.
go like this. So anyway, we had a good meal; they connected the MRS P! Definitely, it has to have been.
temporary cable up Q#ﬂ?%&@#ﬁg%g‘%;gﬂ%we could stop the diesel. FP: When I 'n sure, I'm sure.
It had Jjust about had it by then. And we all went home in the MRS P! Yes, that !s when you ’re right.
snowcat. And I can't remember - there were another two guys +hat KH: Were the houses heated? Were those houses heated?
came with him. FP: Yes, they all had the standard Snowy convection heater,
MRS P: With Leo MArtz o that was a 500-watt sealed element. There was a flat strip sup-
FP: Yes. Two or three. ported inside with a metal housing over it, and cold steel on all
MRS P: Electricians. the sides. it was about that length and that size. A standarad
FP: Well, one guy was from the transport pool. The guy 500-watt - and every house, I think, was issued with five of
that did the Cossack dance always. Remenber he married later on? them.
He was the driver of it. Anyway, on the way up one of then felt MRS P! ngf%b<ﬂe had one in each bedroom and one in the hall,fFf
really sick. "Oh," he said, "I feel sick." They said, "You ate FP: They weren't really efficient enough, really. I had
too much steak, or something,™" - Joking l1ike this. And next day | one of these also in'the single mens barracks, in the wages bar-
they had to take him to Cooma hospital, he had poisoning. The racks, and they Pugtﬁgt socks and things on it, and they sealed
exhaust fumes of the snowcat affected hinm. | off the convection holes, and they burned their socks and all, of
MRS P: That s right. course.
FP: They had @ leaky exhaust system. I cant remember MRS P You also had a Wonderheat in the loungeroom and a slow
who that was now. But anyway, he was really sick. combustion stove in the kitchen. And your highest electricity
KH: It was a wonder it dida't affect all of you. bills would be 4 pounds.
MRS P: He was in the back, he was near the fumes, wasn'+ he? KH: Four pounds - in pre’67. ’66 was the changeover.
FP: Well, he must have inhaled all of them. But a real MRS P: 14 February 1966. And you paid, what was it? Six
rough machine that is. There:fgéks everywhere. And so that was pounds a fortnight rent for the house, and don't forget the wood
working in the ice and snow. shed, so much fofthe wood shed, three shillings, wasn't it. &
KH: That was one 12-hour period. fortnight.
FP: Yes. And then, of course, later on we went all down FP: I don't know. I wouldn't have a clue.
again and did a proper Jjob, doing a cable installation, and I MRS P: No, I 'm pretty sure that ’s pretty right.
skied down behind the snowcat. That was a normal snowcat, a KH: So you had a fire - oh yes, of course, you needed wood
Porsche snowcat. for the kitchen stove. And I suppose you kept that going for 9
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months of the year, or so, did you, at Cabramurra?
MRS P: Frank used to always, 55 Anzac Day, had to have the
woodshed full. That was his - Anzac Day, the woodshed had to be

full.
FP: One and a half cords of wood, it was.

can i . .
MRS P: Plus, I ,remember- In Jea, aian't we use something

like 60 bags of briguettes, and they were one pound seven and six

a bag.

KH: So you went through a lot of fuel in 19647

FP: And once I chopped my finger when chopping the wood
and I had to go to Cooma hospital. Too much in a hurry, getting

the wood in.
MRS P: and a fellow he knew choppred his thumb off the
week before and Frank said, "Careless GJ?f." And the very nextwaug

30 stitches - - -

KH: Swallow your own words, eh?

FP: Yes. We had an electricity subsidy of what was it 5000
units?

MRS P: Oh, I should have said that. That 's why it was so
cheap.

EP: 5000 units in the midwinter period, was i+ three-monthly
period® I cant remember. We had for three vmts ,weig%bsidie% didn
we” I think 1,000 in the one period, and 2000 in the other
angxg in the other -something like that.

MRS P: And the phone, of course, was free, Yyou only had to pay
for trunk calls. Frank once, of course, ripped it off the wall
and gave it back to then. And of course, they promptly came back

and put it back in.

FP: I was fed up with getting up at night.
MRS P: Constantly.
KH: You were on call? Yes, that 's a bit like being a doc-

tor, I suppose?
FP: Yes. Don Bartlett was the guy with the telephones.
5 1 y
Well, it wasH+ up to him anyway - that s right, Barry Chat-
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field was in charge.

MRS P: This is before Jce Slayiecic(?) Barry Chatfield.

FE: But he said - I came down to T One, I was there. He
said, "I have a few bones to pick with you. They tell me vou
ripped the phone off the wall?" "Yes." "Well," he said, "If vou
don't want & phone, you are no good to us," he say. He say,
"Either you get the phone on or you go back to Cooma." And then

they wanted to charge me with destroving government property.

KH: You could have probably reconnected it yourself.

MRS P: Of course, of course. He 'a already pudan extension
in the bedroom and here, there, and everywhere.

KH: So were you calle&?ﬁost nights?

FP: No - yes, at one stage, vyes. Because I was the only

one in that department, technical services. But then later on,

there was a second guy.

MRS P: Lobley, Max Lobley.

FP: Max Lobley, that ’s right. He .went to Khancoban
after. And then I was fed up - - -

MRS P: Yoo got it a lot easier when he came.

FP: Oh vyes, vyes. Fortnightly, we took it in turns.

KH: And, of course, the calls would always come at the
worst time, would they?

MRS P: Yes. Twe or three n the mcrnn'r\ﬂ_

KH: The worst weather, middle of the night, when vyou were

tired already.

FR: And I remember that one. I sprained my ankle, remem-
ber, skiing? There was still that rope tow in Cabramurra.
I skied around a bit, I sort of modernised the controls at the

rope, though. That s right, I even made a dhxgmuﬂ of the

wiring and all this. And then I sprained my ankle and I kept on
skiing because with the good boots on it held it nicely. And
then I went home, and I thought, oh good, I 'L1 have a nice

night's sleep tonight.

MRS P: I think vou unplugged the phone. And he came and
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knocked on the window.

FP: That s right, yves. Knocked on the door, I think. He
said, "Frank, we have trouble in T One."

MRS P: And Frank said you coulda'+t go, and he said, "I'll help
you."

EE: Yes. So he helped me. I had one arm around him, and

Qhen I had a ski stock upside down on the other, and then I was one
one leg, like this. And I couldpn't think. All I thought of

was ny sore leg.

KH: Did you have any pets?

MRS P: Oh, always, a dog.

KH: And cats?ﬂk

MRS P: No, a dog, ,in probably half the photos there, or some

of them. Always dachshunds.

KH: Always dachshunds? And it was OK to keep dogs?

MRS P: No, you weren't supposed to keep them in the Kos-
ciusko Park. But didn't we have a special - what was the thing
at Cabramurra, you couldn't have - German Shepherds you weren't

allowed, unless they were sterilized.

FP3 No, they didn't worry too much about that.

MRS P: But you weren't . supposed to.

FP: No, not supposed. But see, the park regulations only
came out - I remember when they started putting the gates - they

put up the gates to Kings Cross Road. That was only around 1964,
’5, or so, they started. Before then, nobody really worried
about::Everybody went shooting anyway, and all that.

KH: Did they?

FP: Oh ves. I went kanga shooting - rabbit shooting at
Three Mile Lake.

MRS P: Everybody did.

EE Rabbits everywhere. Fverybody. Oh yes, and down -to
R@Vine and all that, full of rabbitsf:;;ening virtually after
work. But nobody worried then about the park council, until - it

nust have been about 1965, later perhaps, they started.
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KH: Well, the National Parks and Wildlife Service was
formed in %67, when they became - before that it was the Park
Trust. So I imagine that was the biggest change, in ’s7.

FP: Probably yes.

KH: You seem to be suggesting that there were things al-
ready happening before.

FP: Yes, but not to that extent. It was not as cese.. Aas
that.

KH: S50 it was pretty open slather.

-3 e Yes.

KH: Yes. I ’m interested in that, because there ’s much

more of a tradition amongst people from Germany and Poland and
Austria, and so on, to go shooting. Or there was at that period
of time. And they probably can'¥ do that as much in Europe any
nore as they used to. But I know a lot of compatriates of my
father's - that sort of generation, you know - going hunting,
going fishing, using nets, was sort of part of the scene. So it
doean. surprise me that this went on. I mean, here you had all
these migrants coming to the Snowy Mountains. Here' s all this
wiidlifefrfhtroduced rabbits, and what have you - they did want
to go out shooting.
FpP: Well, I went hunting in Austria. I had a licence
there, which is very hard to get. I had a gun licence and a
hunting licence. And I was fortunate enough t;rg&whole valley, I
could go hunting with. But you are only allowed to shoot certain
game, and in the season. You know, it ’s not like rabbits here,
there weren't even rabbits or hares down in the valley. Only
deer and - what was the other - marmots, and chamois. But only
in such small guantities. But what I did mainly, I looked after
them. I was sort of like a supervisor, weekends I went in there.
And I enjoyed myself, that was the main thing. But coming back
to out here, and I know all about it. I even studied to be a -
they call thertl:)e'-:ta forester.

KH: Forester, ves.
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FP: Here I dod't know what they call them, because it is
not a forester at all.

KH: No’ft !s more like a wildlife officer, or a warden, a
wildlife warden. Yes, I know the concept, vyes.

FP: Well anyway, I am very sort of concerned about en-
vironment, and all that, although I like shooting and fishing.
But, the butcher - there was Kenny's KNob - there was still a
township below Cabramurra, a kilometre or two below Cabramurra,
called Kenny's WNob. That was a township to all the contractors
when they built Tumut One power station. And the usual township,
there was a butcher, and a tailor, too, remember?

MRS P: Oh ves, and a taxi.

FP: He was a Maltese, or something, wasan't he? And he

drove the taxi teoco. Quite interesting, really.

MRS P: When we went to Cabramurra, there was a chemist shop. a
tailor, the butchec, the grocer, the post office. Well, we were at
the old Cabramurra, of course. I don't know if you ever saw the

old Cabramurra?

KH: In the distance, and from photos now.

MRS P: Did you ever go in there?

KH: No.

MRS P: We lived in the highest house in the highest permanent
township in Australia. Our roof had come off twice. It was the

cnly roof up there that had been, sort of, steel reinforced. IE

had stays on it. Not while we were in it, the roof came off. It

came off before. But it was the highest house there, right op-

posite the water tanks.

.

I

Ain the loun-

FP: Yes. The ceiling had a big footprint in
geroom, whera).dur;qj the roof replacement, ene of the workers
must have broken through, but they just pushed it up and patched
it arouna it .

KH: Did you go kangaroo shooting too?

B No, not up there. There weren't too many around there.

MRS P: Well, you wouldn't have had time anyhow, in those
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days, would vyou?

FpP: No. Actually I never saw any - I only think once I saw
them on the Kings Cross Road. And I wasn't inclined to shoot
kKangaroos. When I was in Queensland, I shot many. So, if there
would have been great proportions — I wasn'+ inclined. All

rabbits, it was, mostly.

KH: Rabbits and hares?

FP: Or. emnpty beer bottles, of course.

MRS P: We never ate the rabbits anyhow.

KH: You didn't eat them?

FE? No.

MRS P: It must have been - what year did I drive - I drove a

girl in labour to hospital from Cabramurra once, in winter, which

was no mean feat, when I think back, June the first.

KH: Over to Cooma?

MRS P: Yes, about 68 miles. 17 years ago, 18 vears ago, it
would have to be. They now live at Holder. Actually, her mother
is guite interesting. They owned the shop in Cabramurra until 6
years ago. They were up there for, what, about 30 vears, in
Cabramurra.

KH: Really?

MRS P: I ’11 give you her name - if yéu%i .. like to - and

they, prior to that, were at Happy Jack's.

I think Island Bend and +hen Heappy Jock!s before

FP: No, Island Bend first. 5, That was about the same time as
Eagleubawk » the Eucumbene township was in existence. They were
the very first structures being built. But going back to the
butcher, af Kem‘t}’s KNeb -, well, he'd Sy he say, "on,fﬁm out
of meat again. I will have to get some more steers or calves, or
whatever.” So he got his guns in the boot - they had a big
American Fairlane, or somethingfiboot as big as a truck. And off

they took. Wild pigs, boom, boon, boom,?$¥?ii,slaughtered it and

skinned it, took it back to the shop and sold it.

MRS P: I never dealt off him. We got our meat from
Cooma.
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KH: He would have Knocked off some of the stockmen's

cattle, then?

FpP: Oh ves.
MRS P: Qf course.
FP: And once, I believe, he had an accident. He had the

boot full of calves, or something, dead calves, skinned and all

that, legs sticking up. And his boot was partly open with legs

sticking out, 20 calves in it, or something. He had an accident
before 64%%@%%} ©™ the turn off to - Eucumbene (Dan) - there ?s a
turn off. I was shown that spot, Reg Warwick showed ne. He

knew all the stories because he went to the pub every night and
that ’s how they got the news circulated. And he turned the car
over. There were carcasses lying everywhere, and that )s how
the police got on to him. You see, they wouldﬁfi have the stamp
on them, the meat inspector's stamp. He had been getting calves

around Eucunbene.

KH: He was the butcher at Cabramurra?

FP: Yes.

MRS P: Kenny 's ¥Nob.

KH: How long would he have been there?

MRS P: He was there before we got there. Years probably.

FP: But he moved to Cabramurra then, didn't he? He ran the
same butcher's shop there. I think he was an Italian bloke,

wasn't he?

KH: Did you ever Keep any chooks?

MRS P: Oh no.

Fp2 Nothing like that, no.

MRS P: Only dogs.

KH: Were there many pets? Were there many dogs and cats?
MRS P: Yes, most people hadﬁdog: andicat . Oh, we had a cat

at Cabramurra, do you remember? It got run over, Lu€5 .
KH: Do you think many pets got away into the bush? Like
baby kittens?

FP: I would think so.

1644

Frank Pirchmoser

MRS P: Kittens, maybe.

KH: Were there many - I nean, often kittens and pups get
dumped at the local rubbish dump - - -

FP: Jaon't know, but I tHink - - -

KH: I 'w looking more towards the impact on the surro@bing
environment.

MRS P: I don't think so.

FP: Look, I tell you a few stories about cats.

MRS P: Oh, you came home with a couple of kittens once, fromn

the power station.

EPa: Yes, well, if you let me speak. Once,I shot three cats

up behind our house. They were half-wild, too. Remember, with

the shotgun.

KH: At Cabramurra?
Moss

FP: Yes. I Just got my , three shot 12 gauge shotgun. I

thought, "Oh, beauty."™ And I had three shots. And they were

real mean-locking cats. I coulérgge lid fly - rattle off our

garbage can - we had two metal garbage cans behind the garage

there in the corner. And one was, I think, standing on the fence

next te it, and two were half in the garbage, . ICGﬂ.rﬂ“me&"+h21(uuz
our there Iafhem all three with two shots. And one was groaning

from inside of the garbage can out - beautifullguﬂ; hanging everywkan

yes - three of thenmn.

KH 3 You didnt like wild cats?

FP3 No. And that was onl;T;pisode. In Jindabyne pumping

station, they were everywhere. We started up the first Pump, big

blockage in the water, cooling water. Stopped the machine, found

the blockage - dead cat stuck in pipe.

KH: Sorry - this is at Jindabyne pumping station.

_ . KH: The tonnel|? FPL Nc, in +he P vmping station,
ER A#Jﬂnddﬁne pumping station., - Sz2e, you have codling
water, like in a car - - -
KH: Sorry, where is the pumping station?
FpP: Jindabyne.
KH: For the tunnel that takes the water through the
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mountains?

Fp: Yes, to Geehi.

KH: Near Waste Point?

| 39 - Yes.

KH: Right, okay.

FP: Where the big chimneys - that/Sthe surge thing for it -
KH: Right, okay.

FP: S0 I get the cat out, start up again. And there we had

this funny marine-looking motor housing, made by Siemens, they
had glass windows, with bulkhead openings. You know, with
handles on top and bottom; they go inside the- . door and out-
side, Jjust as on the ships. tessess0+d8 glass door. There I was
walking past one of them , the cat was inside, like it was ter-

rified, hanging inside, it must have been under the rubber door

seals, or something. And I went up to the operator, L@aid,
"There is still a cat inside the motor, switch it off." Cats
everywhere. And during construction, Kees von Geffen(?), a
Dutchman - - -

MRS P: Who lives here.

FP: No, he went to the coast, I found out.

MRS P: Are you sure?

FP: Yes, another Dutchman told ne. And he use to
specialise trying to catch these cats. They were in Tumut One

power station, Tumut Two power station, Murray One power station,

] )
Murray Two power station, everywhere there ‘s bloody cats. I dont

kKnow where they came from, but they were there. And they
build special cages - you see, Kees was in Africa with the Shell
Company, and they caught wild animals, and all that, so he felt
suitably gqualified. And they used various baits; they had a
trapdoor in front with a strinéﬁg%ck to the end with a fﬁ@%ﬁf
mechanism, and they had a baitattached oit, When the animal went fm
they made very long cages to make sure the animal was right in

before the door shut. They had fish hanging on it, everything,
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and they wouldn+ go on.

MRS P: Too smart.

Morrrs,
FP: And then at Jindabyne, the New Zealander, ,Lindsay Mor-
ris, he had an idea. He said, "Sure ," he said, " I can out-
smart a blocdy cat." So he - on the 11,000 volt there, he had
an electrode coming down on to a copper plate. And he put a
sandwich there. And nothing - he checked regularly, once or

twice a day, and renewed the sandwich, switched off, of course,
before he went in. But then once we had a power failure for
three minutes, I think. And he went down, looked in there, and
the sandwich was gone, and the cat left its business behind. That
drove him mad! "I have to get that smart cat," he said, "I have

to get it." They must sense the electricity, the magnetic field,

or something.

MRS P: Did he ever get it?

FP: I don't know. But they were shooting them. The
operators at a later stage, they came fron Guthega power station,
theyused the same operators. They used to have regular shoots
there.

KH: Of cats?

FEs Of cats, yes. And he, I think, had a nuzzle-loading
pistol, or something. He used to practice én the cats.

KH: They were at most construction sites?

FP: Most, Then in Talbingo, I remember one now, they had
steel plate, about twe inch thick by say, two netres by one
netre steel plate stacked outside the power station?ﬁ?g% the
spiral casing. The welders Jjust cane along, took a steel plate
with the 04N, ... weighing maybe each plate, maybe 3 or 4 tons
or so. You see they were that thick, we get twice the size of

the table stack(?) size, and they had unrigﬁthe vppermost one, I
dont kKnow how. But I just saw a dead cat amongst it, with the
head sticking out. Between the tep and the second plate, there
was a cat's head. I Just walked past, and I could see the cat's

head, normal cat's head, stick out, the eyes still open and all
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this, and the tongue stuck out. And the rest of the cat was that
thick. So I doh't know they got the cat in there.

MRS P: That 's right. Cats were everywhere, dogs, [ don't think,
wecs &, ... .problem.

KH: What about dogs going wild and breeding with dingoes?
MRS P: The only case I ever heard of dogs - do you remember

vieeseee...'s samoyeds were stolen, or they weg missinge They don't
know what happened - - -

FP: Yes. But one turned up later.

MRS P: That ’s right, at Kiandra, dian't it? They think

somebody sold them.

KH: The dogs you could keep track of better. Dogs have a

different nature, don't they?

Fp: Yes, oh ves.

KH: But cats can - I mean, I ’'m asking this because of, you

know, I ’'m interested in the impact on the environment of the

Snowy Mountain Scheme, and so if there are domesticated pets get-

ting away into the bush, well, if this involves hundreds of cats,

vou ’ve got an impact on the birdlife, and that sort of thing.

MRS P: I would not say not much. The odd ones but not many.

I mean - the impact - but dogs, definitely not. But with our dog

we alwaysﬁmg heated kennel. We still have,now, a heated kennel.

And every time we moved, the removalists would say, '"We don't

remenber you, but we remember the kennel."

KH: And that would keep the dog at home, teoo, I suppose,

having a heated kennel.

MRS P: The icicles would be hanging, and the dog would be - -
FP: Another cat that we saw - the one I brought home once.
MRS P: That dear little fluffy one.

FP: I think it was three cats, little kittens, maybe a few

months old, outside Tumut Two power station. It was a cool day
there, and 4saw these three, and I chased one. They were right

at the gate of Tumut Two power station. And when the gate open -

#"“PP"“ Q__,‘c:und it
N
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you had to go inside, push a button and the gate opened - and one

of then startedhfunning down along the drain on the side. On each
here

side of the road, there was a drain. But it ran down and it couldn%+

get out. So I chased it down for a while and then threw a
rag on it and got it. And Gee - it fought me savagely.
to put it in the boot of the car - did my business in the power
station, and when I got home at lunch time, I think, I unpacked
it, and we sort of got it civilised a bit. It was guite a nice

cat, very long hair and all that.

MRS P: And then it disappeared.
FP: No, no, no, we took it with us to Cooma. It must have
been about 6 or 8 months later, we moved to Coona. Then in Coona

we had itifew weeks, and it was a terrible wrecker down at the
house once, and then it disappeared.

KH: I have heard that if there were cats, and if thert were
dumped cats, they were usually around the local rubbish dump,

with some of the camps — where the rubbish went that )s where the

cats were.
)

FP: That ‘s right, ves. That reminds me, we went shooting
there at the Cabramurra tip a few times. It was great fun.
Behind the e+ Canrewn ?
MRS P: Where was the Cabranurra tip? , Near the airstrip?
FP: It was a bit further, not far from the airstrip. Let

me see now, they moved it a few times because the holes they used
to fillup withsort of moved on. Well, past the airstrip on that
same rocad there.

KH: That ?’s where it still is, I think. Up there somne-

where. You go up that way to go to the ski tracks, the cross-
country tracks now.

FPs I think it was on the end of the lower part of the
airstrip, actually.

KH: So there certainly were sone cats, and there were cer-

tainly some of them wild.
Ep Yes. And all of them semi-wild, I reckon.

KH: So it would be hard - when some of these cats that you

I had a FQS
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saw, they were where you saw them because they could partly live
on what they could get out of the bush, and partly what they
could scavenge in the townships and the camps, I suppose. It
wouldh%ard. from that, to predict Jjust how many there might have
been in the bush, that just lived in the bush. I mean, there are

wild cats now in the Kosciusko National Park.

MRS P: Of course, and you would never see them, a lot of them.
KH: That ’s right. It ’'s very hard to estimate the numbers
now.

MRS P: You wouldn't - have any idea really. I mean, they are so
smart. They hear somebody and hide. But the problem is, a lot

of it, too, people get an animal and they get sick of it, and in-
stead of killing it, they dump it, and that s how, naturally,
those cats have originated in the first place, isn't it, really?
FP Not necessarily.

MRS P:

A lot of them would have. You know how people tire of

an animal, You know, you are better off shooting it than Jjust
dumping it in the bush.

EP: I think there are many reasons for that. People got
transferred and the cat wasn+ around when they moved, and they
had to leave it. The cats, as you know, they prefer the locality
to the people, and they might have taken the cat with them, but
the cat came back again. Some funny reasons.

KH: Was it warm enough to have a garden, vegetables?
MRS P: Yes, we - not vegetables, no. But we won, I think,
three years running, dian't we, a good garden award, or whatever

they called it. Do you remember, Frank?

FP: Yes.

MRS P: We always had nice roses, and that was about it, wasn't
itz

FP: Yes.

KH: Were you issued with trees and shrubs and things to
plant at - - -

MRS P: ' Noe. 1In Cooma they had a nursery, but not in
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Cabramurra. They had , garden c¢lub, because you were the custodian

of the mower, do you remember?

FP: Yes.

MRS P: We always had a nice lawn and roses.%rl mean it was

such a short summer.

) i The trees took ages to grow because the wirderbroke off
the branches again, even though I shored it up all winter to try

and protect them. a metre.

It took years for a tree to grow
KH: There are still deciduous trees there now, cypresses
and things. I mean, the houses have gone, but there are still a
lot of things that were planff‘especially on the sheltered side
towards the east, I think, there are things that I remenmnber grow-
ing guite well.

FP: I don't know. I haven't been there a few years

now. But if it is like Island Bend, they Jjust chopped it all
down. We had a pussy willow there in the corner of the house, it
was sort of like an L-shape, the house, on the inside corner,

there was a pussy willow, that did very well.

MRS P: And vyou grew it from a cutting.
FP: That s right, ves.
KH: S50, on the whole, it was fairly hostile?
FP: Yes. J
KH: And it wasn b all that good for growing things?
MRS P: Oh no.
FP: It was very windy.
In Summer
MRS P: , I can remember some Decembers were guite cold. You

really only had, I would say, three or four months of the vyear
. s g
that it warm, if that. You would never - you would always need a
bad

Jacket. Although once our daughter got very,burns, do you
remember, on her arms, one Christmas, which is hard to believe,at

Cabramurra.
KH: Because that whole hill, I think, was covered with al-

Pine ash, with native trees, I think, before it was a township.

That was all cleared away.
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EPi I don't KNOW.........there was all terraces all around
the hill, all terraces.

MRS P: You see, when we went there in 1961, we lived - do you

know the Duke's Cottage? It fs still there. Any VIP stayed there.
KH: Just past the garage on the left.

FP: No, yvyou go after the garage, it goes up on the hill, it
goes straight ahead, up on the hill slightly. And on the right,

)s this old cottage, a barrack there.

Just below the road, there
MRS P: Beautiful. And any VIP - while we were there, I think

- three houses away.

FP3 And we were sort of three houses after it, on the sane
terrace.

KH: You were lookKing north.

FP: Well, I reckon, south.

MRS P: Well, we only lived there for maybe less than a vyear,
and then we were moved up to the top of the hill. Because our

house and the surrounding ones were all moved to Khancoban.
FP: The lower ones where we were going.
MRS P: You see, Frank went at the end of a Job, tc these

towns, so people were moving out.

FP: The construction pecople were already moving out and
the commission. people moved in.
MRS P: We were only at that house for, I weould say, less than

a vyear, and then we moved up to the top of the hill. And that
first house was better because it all had double glazing, didn+
it? _

FP: The first had double glazingy YS..

KH: On a different tack, what was the country like when you
first went, in the early 60s? What would you say was the state
of the general countryside, like, the mountains? Was it, for in-
stance, did you still see stock? Was it burnt? Was it being
grazed? I 'n asking yo% what vou remember from when you went at
the first, and then I want to:a sort of comparison to the time

you left. In other words, what sort of changes do you remenber?

ﬁ‘nTommq Damn,
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MRS P: I don't think stock grazed in the park at all. But

they would on the edge of the road, they bring it down from

the mountains.

FP: U was.qll Paik, thea ? Ehe roads were Parks, too.

. ... FP:
MRS P: Oh yes, well it did~ ,But I remember them around

Kiandra there, in the flat parts, they were grazing. Not manvy,

naybe five, ten..

MRS P: Also towards Tumut, too.

ER But so, havel seen them a year ago in the park - hundreds,

! z
And two years ago. That s right, I have seen them drive

have
around there ) 4
e & » where they shouldnt,and Sc have[ drivea

You know where the meadows are going into the water. T

have seen them there when we came. And I remember seeing the

stockmen on horseback. What {s thaf name of the hut there? It is

headquarters, jJjust near Thiess village there, it was.

KH: Rognd Mountain Hut? &radley'’s ?
twasn't Bradleds
FP: No, ,it was near Tooma Dam.
MRS P: On the left hand side where I picked you up a couple of
years ago. You went cycling across.
KH: Paton's, there 's a Paton's hut there, near Tcoma Dam.,
FP: It could be, it could be Paton's hut, yes. It ‘s only
haybe a couple of kilometres offthe bitumen .....
KH: Yes, that 's right.
FP: Yes, Just past where Thiess Village was.
KH: There were still stockmen in there?
FP: There was a stockmen in there. He lived there because

around in there andf
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Fe: vessssss..really good. It is Jjust that people like to live
in the past. It ’s human nature.

KH: Can you remember the name of the stockman?

FP: No, No. I hardly spoke to him.

KH: Would you say there was much erosion?

FpP: No, I wouldn't .. Of course, where roads were being
built there was erosion. But they were well treated afterwards
with spraved straw and seeds and all that. And they clung for
them to grow over guite nicely, as can be seen now. And even

those tracks, you see, they saw a lot of traffic then, of heavy
egquipnent. They had a gravel gquarry down near Toomea Dam, several

gravel guarries, and the heavy trucks moving in and out,

naturally there was erosion. But nature consolidated itself, I
think.
MRS P: The Snowy did a good Jjob, don't you think, of put-

ting things back exactly, if not better, than what it was to

start with.

KH: Yes.
FP: Yes, well the green ies wovlda't Oﬁflﬁ-
MRS P: You know a lot of the places we saw, you'd ' never

have known there'd been construction 4ears befoce .

KH: Did you ever see the rivers very muddy? You know, with
a heavy amount of silt and stuff washing downstream?

MRS P: The rivers were beautiful and clear up there.

FP: Jan, den't talk rubbish, you have never been past the

tennis court.

MRS P: Did you?
FP: Jan, any river gets nmuddy when it rains. You don't
have t0 .isse40.4.0Ff course, they were nuddy. I remember George

Shelton, his name, he was my boss when I was comnissioning,
he was a keen fly fisherman, right? And talking about muddy
rivers, and we were Jjust, that /s right, we were working about 7
at night at T Two power station and . George came to check it up

from the river, a few hundred metres below. He said, "I 3Jjust
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lost all my gear.”" He said, "They open the dam gates and I Just
saved my life by Jjumping on the rock somewhere." Periodically
the dates were opened.
KH: Which dam?
FP: T Two dam. Tumut Two power station dan. It's on
the Tumut River. That was during commissioning. Normally they
are closed and there ’s hardly water running. They had the big
rocks in the river bed and he was fishing Ul@.ﬁ%ddﬂﬁﬁﬁe%ﬁalﬁext
minute he sees a tidal wave comf éin on him. So he ran for his
life, see. And naturally, the water was all muddy, rnuddy
bhehind him ,» sSee. .T}?F,.the same now. . All that soil ero-
sion and all that, I think that ’s all exaggerated. Still, I don’+
think it wagigﬁén now, really. Since here, people now,
everybody cares for their environment, the majority of themn. And
they looked after it then as they do now. They didn't
deliberately abuse the environment. So they make wheel ruts with
the four-wheel drives - there were less fourvwheéﬁrﬁian there are
now, of course. There were just a few around, and they dian't
do as much damage. But that s all exaggerated.
KH: What do youpthink about exotics? The Snowy Mountains
Authority used a lotiintroduced species. They used willows and
poplars and things to stabilise road banks and so  on.
FP: Yes.
KH: What Js your feeling about that? Should they have
tried to use more native species?
FP: Well, if there would have been native species suitable,
they would have used them, because they had their own research
done in this field. And I have seen, near Tumut Two power sta-—
tion, above Tumut Two power station, probably still there, they
used willow twigs. They stuck them in the ground, maybe 10, 20
centimetre intervals at the severe erosion areas. They didn't
interfere with the environment at all, previously. But then
after they tried to help nature there, and the native species.

- - +
They stuck these in severe erosieon channels - I sawLby bushwalk-
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ing in between working hours,=because we had to walk up once -
and they wove them in a sort of basketweave, bend them over and

and “eave  tnem inte each other. And some were several metres

wide and you can see that the washaways backed up behind it and where

new shoots shot out and all that. Well, obviously the native
fajgg:zgSldnH- look after it, so they had to use willow.

KH: But in some cases, I think, branches and so on have
broken off and washed downstream and colonised elsewhere.

FP: Yes.

KH: So there have been other species, blackberries and
other things far worse, have done that in other parts of
Australia. But, I mean, that can happen with willows. One of.
the worst ones, apparently, is gorse.

FP: Gorse?

KH: They planted a lot of gorse, Spanish broom,at Island
Bend, and there have been several programmes of eradication and
spraying with poisons and so on, but the gorse is still there.

MRS P: 1t 's that very thick - - -

}

KH: It s in flower at the moment, bright yellow flowers.

big green sort of - - -

MRS P: Very pretty, actually, yves, I know it. You, the other

day, said, "Wouldn't that vellow bush be lovely near our ti-

tree?" I think it ’s related.

FP: That ’s right, it was the Spanish broom. They havﬁr
necu

them at ANU, I have seen a few around there, near the creek,,Sul-

livans Creek, there.

KH: Yes, they could have.

FP: I thought, that )s nice, the vyellow with the very deep
green - - -

KH: It has become a real pest in some parts of Australia.
MRS P: That 's right.

KH: It has really taken off and it pushes out the native

species 1n some areas.

FP: Yes, well I don't see that necessarily as a detriment
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to push out the native species, because sometimes the native
specles are a pest too, like the ti-trees, for instance, around
Lake Blowering and Jounamo. - you know, the ti-tree scrub - only

the dachshund can get through under it.

KH: Yes.

MRS P: But I don't think it ‘s called ti-tree scrub, Frank.
FP: It has blue flowers, it gets really dry and thick.
MRS P: I don't think that_'s the proper name.

FP: But that:?s even worse. After a bushfire all the na-

I

tive scrub, it 's as thick as a Jjungle, vou can't get through.

MRS P: You see, they had a bushfire while we were in
Cabramurra, in fact, there was talk of evacuation. That would

have been in 65, was it?

FP: Down from Yarrangobilly camp.

MRS P It got up as far as Three Mile Creek.

FP: No, it went down to Adaminaby, then. Right down to

Adaminaby, remember? They went to Kiandra to watch it go past.

MRS P That s right, and there was talk at one stage of

evacuating Cabramurra township, but it didi%ome teo that.

KH: Yes, I ’ve seen information on that fire in the files.

MRS P: Everything grew beautifully. Everything took off didn't
it?

FE3 And the gums there, behind Kiandra, when you go on the

Snowy Mountains Highway, where the fﬁ?ﬁﬁ....finishes, all these

tall trees had been burned down and you would never know now that
there was a bush fire. They all recuperated. But the under-
growth is so thick, it 's nasty, really. In summer you can+t

get through, in winter you ski over it, of course.

KH: What about if you were to compare your early tinme,
Your impressions in the early vyears to your most recent visits.

) 5 :
You ‘re already suggesting that the regrowth is thicker now than

it used to be.

FP: Yes.

KH: That 's certainly my impression, that all over the high
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country the regeneration has been prolifac. You Know, it’s

just been astonishing.

FP: Because there have been no bushfires, perhaps.
KH: People do tend to ascribe it more to the removal of
grazing and the reduction in fires, less fires. So there 7s more

regeneration getting away.

Fp: Well, you mean that the grassy areas and all that - - -
KH: Grass, shrubs, herbs, even the trees.

FP: Well, I couldn?_ tell. But I would say that the ero-
sion has n*t been - but that ’s mainly around Kiandra area where
I was mostly - wouldnt have been worse, I reckon, the erosion
area. That ’s in the grassy areas. And the trees, well, they
weren't as thick. The undergrowth wasn't as thick, because, I

am sure, it was because of the bushfires, because I know that the
bushfire went through. HNow the undergrowth is terrible. And in
Talbingo, too, along the slopes there. You need a machete to
fight your way through. And before then, you had the tall trees
with clearing in between, and they hégiﬁgaium trees and all that,
but you didn't have a Jjungle. But that has nothing to do with
conservation or lack of grazing, I would say, because if - of
course, the greenies wall 564 - it 's the grazing, the cows all the
time, new shoots. And that 's why you have the Jumgle now, be-
cause the green shoots are not even.....But regardless of what

caused it all, I preferred it before to now, because before you

could walk in the bush, and now you have to fight your way

through.

KH: So it ?s true teo say it was more open 20 or 25 years
ago.

FP: More open, amongst the trees, vyes. I don't know if
the tree line has gone back. I dop't think it has in these
areas. Perhaps it has @d%@@#ﬂ?&??%dm;gﬁld have to put markers
in, but by observation, I couldnt tell vou.

KH: You see, in the early period, in the 50s, the Snowy

Mountains Authority did its best to remove grazing. They saw
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grazing and burning as a big threat to the guality of the catch-
ments. And Hudson was right behind this, and they then offered

the olad Park Trust the money that they would lose fron the graz-

ing leases, the SMA paid that amount to the Park Trust. So this wa$s
particularly above 4,500 feet, and especially on the Main Range,

you know, the highest parts. One of the other things that

people have said to me is, when they go back to try and find some

of the camps where they lived - - -

MRS P: They can't find themn.
KH: It ’s Just totally overgrown, some of the smaller
camnps.
+hem )
FP: Yes, you can find,when you look carefully. It °'s amaz-

ing - I had a look - I stumbled on Happy Jack's township. That
was a few years ago now, 1979, I remember. Before we moved to
Sydney, I went there - came down along fron Kiandra, I went along
there along the +Fire teeal .» because Happy Jack's went up the
other side, and I stumbled across - right through where the
townshiP was, on the way to Boobev's Hut, and forther o, And
theréﬁgtill remains, like bits of rubber tyre, and vou still see
the basic - they didn't grade it in after they had finished with
the township. They cleaned it up, but they left the general
area, like all the terraces - you see, they had to terrace it to
Put the houses in - so you still can find it. And also, not so
long ago, at Three Mile camp, too, I still found old packing

Cases, bits of timber and things like that, if you look care-
fully.

KH: At Three Mile canp?
FP: Yes, Still find it. And so it would be with many of
the others. I havent - bothered with the others, of course, be-

Cause I dont like to dig in the rubbish.

MRS P: Kiandra was an interesting town years ago. It /s hard

to believe so many thousand people lived there, isnf it, in the
g0ld rush days, unreal. And Bill Paterick ()told us, the snow. you

know, was a lot heavier years ago, than what it is now. Didn+
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he say it used to often be 30 feet? He would ski frem one side

of the road to the other.

Fp: Yes.

MRS P He was an interesting old man, actually.

FP: But see, I think people exaggerate a lot.

MRS P: They possibly do.

FPi It 's human nature. That ’s another thing, human na-

ture, they exaggerate.

MRS P: It was maybe 20 feet, but he said 1t Was @ ....se..
yYyou Know.

FP: Well, there isn't much difference, it ’s still a lot,
isn't it? He reckons he was marvellous, but b;rgggndards he
would have been a raw beginner, really, I suspect.

MRS P: Probably, vyes.

FP: But he thoughthe was marvellous. He might have been
marvellous for those days, see.

KH: Oh yes, people talk about him as the ski champion of

Kiandra, oh vyes.

MRS P: He was a big man, about 6 feet.

KH: Oh, was he?

MRS P: Oh yes, a big man.

KH: I ‘ve got photos of him in this next book, but I didn't

ever meet hin.

MRS P: I used to often stop there on the way home to
Cabramurra and have a cup of coffee, tea, with then. She was a
lovely woman, his wife. She had a pacemaker, one of the first
actually, I think the. second they’d . ever done in Sydney, very
interesting.

KH: Yes, they had quite a few children. I think they had
eight children, or something.

MRS P: Oh, heaps. There ’s two in Tumut, one of them - Bill,
is in Tumut, the son, and Pat, and Cynthia is here. You see,
Cheryl s in Sydney. One still lives in Cabramurra, Shirley,

Shirley O'Halloran. She still lives in Cabramurra. And then
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FP: Yes, I remember the first day when we went to
Cabramurra when I started with the Snowy, the bus stopped there,

the two girls came out of the «.......

MRS P: Cynthia and Cheryl, they were always smiling.
FP: They went to school in Cabramurra then, you see,.
NRS P: Get there about 11 in the morning on the Pioneer bus.

Always smiling, Cynthia and Chervyl.
KH: I was going to ask you what did you when vyou werea'f

working, sleeping or eating, but I think you have already sort of

told me. You went hunting.

MRS P: Skiing.

FP: Or fishing, or skiing, bushwalking.

KH: When you went fishing, there was fishing in streams was

it, or fishing in dans?

; !
FP: Ves] the TR \_A,.'q.s’ ‘.‘('%h?iu?[‘b to Tumut Pone bc»m,

umut Pond, ,we went,a lot toe.
KH: With a boat? e
FPB: No, from the shore.
KH: This was for trout?
EP ¢ Yes. Oh, we would have caught anything.
MRS P: That ’s all there was.
KH: What else did you catch?
MRS P: No, he ’s joking, he said ........there was only trout
then.
KH: No eels? No, it ’s too cold, I suppose, for eels.
FpP: Yes, there was a little episode. We had a relieving
engineer - generating station - Bailey, what was his name, the

Other Bailey? George Bailey? He was in Hume Weir One site, he
Was in Burrinjuck and somewhere else. He was a relieving a lo-
cal guy, for four weeks. And he, with somebody else on the boat,
¥ent up to the head waters of Tumut Pond Dam, I was told, and
they had a golad minmg area there, Nine Mile Diggings, I think it
Was called. And they brought back some gear they had used a long

timehfor the production of gold, or winning of gold. I think mer-—
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cury, or whatever. There were some chemicals and sone %CQQjﬁior
whatever, they brought it back - - =

KH: Nine Mile Diggings?

FP: I think - the headwaters of the Tumut Pond, which are
about the Nine Mile Diggings, I would say.

KH I think after gold came out of the stamper batteries,
it useéfggg} a copper plate, something made of copper that was
coated with mercury. And I think the copper and the mercury com-
bined would catch the particles of gold. I think evdy so often

they scraped all that off, and separated the mercury from the

er
gold. Now, they may have wanted to,those copper plates.
EP: Well, they got something there, I was told. But I didat

see them, and I don'éT?%e tcuth of it, but I ’m pretty sure
they would have been there, because where there% fire, there%
smoke, see. And that guy Bailey and a couple of others went
up there. So somebody must have Known. I had - by then I didn't
know %gu_wawgakymwwsgaﬁw@-— that was at the early stage.
Maybe 1962 or so. And so I don't know what they got.
MRS P: There's ¢l gold around there, I 'm sure there would
have been.
KH: Did anyone go gold panning?
EP Yes, I heard of a few. Actually, what I heard was
when they built Tumut One power station they had - they called it
a .39@!(..batching plant where they found a suitable rock and
they ground it inte the right size, had it going through sieves,
so they had a constant gauge of material, and shaking sieves and
all that, a French company, I believe. And they had a little

gold extraction unit amongst it. All the gravel they took out

and Sctd . And they split the reward amongst the crew
there.

KH: Sorry, where was this? It wasn+ on New Chum Hill?
FP: No, it was when they built Tumut One power station,

right? And they naturally tried to get the materials locally,

they den't want to cart it for miles and miles. So they had the
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batching plant, it is called, alwavs. I think they had it up

pelow Cabramurra. I know exactly where, but I don't know the

name exactly.

KH: On Eight Mile Creek?

EES No, it was virtually on the present road between
Cabramurra and Tumut Two power station. Not far below group con-
trel centre. And I think it had a name once, but apparently they
got all their gravel from there to build Tumut One and Tumut Two,
but first they built Tumut One, of course. And when the French
crew operated it, they had that gold extraction plant there - all
the gravel - - -

KH: So the gravel was crushed, went through a crusher.

FP: Yes, the rocks got crushed, and all that. And somehow
they got the gold out, I don't know how, because I”m rather ig-

norant in this respect.

KH: Did they get much?

FP: I believe it was quite a paying proposition.

MRS P: Probably more than they let on.

EPs Yes, oh ves,.

KH: Thousands of dollars worth?

FP: Oh, I would say more than that, because they split the

proceedings amongst the crew. And I know, I think f@?(ngféqﬁﬁ
but he is a bit of a liar. He said he went washing with the pans
down the Tumut River and he got a matchbox full now and then.

I heard of a few people who went panning, gold-panning in the
Tunut River.

KH: And did anyone go further and actually put a plant in
on any of the rivers, like, on the Eucumbene, near Kiandra, like
@ plant that would suck all the new silt and so on out of the
Cracks in the river bed and put it through a separation plant?
Did anvone get up to anything like that?

2 g Not to my knowledge, no.

MRS That was another story, with Paul Schr-a.der, that day

when the Sno“/vehicle went off the road, wasnt It On his way
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to work, he was - were you driving, or J?ﬁﬂﬂ&;r:
EP: I wasdfl in the car.
MRS P: Well, he was a neighbour of ours, Paul Schr-oa.der, and
he was going to work one day. And you know when the car is all
snowed over, they Just make a hole - clear a hole and keep driv-
ing. Then all of a sudden, he heard bump, and he said to the
driver, "Are we Pere?" They were 20 feet off the side of the

al

road, landed on,fours, it did.
KH: There were dguite a few people killed during the con-

struction of the Schene.

Ep: Yes.
KH: Did you know anyone who was killed?
| ) No. Well, there were quite a few, according to that

memorial in Jindabyne, what, 70 odd or whatever.

KH: On that there is 120.
EPz2 1207
KH: Yes, on that memorial.

MRS P: Its on Kobaf's book that I ’ve got there - - -

KH: Yes.

FP: But anyway, I never knew that there were any killed,
really. I heard stories of somebody saw three of them in one go,
go down the shaft past him, screaming "Geronimo!” You sort of hear

these stories, and say, "Oh ves, SJust another story.’

KH: That really happened, I think. Some scaffolding went
down - = -

EP At Tumut One at W¢ad Ka¢k,yes. A few in the dams, they
are still there, I believe. They Jjust kept on going, the con-

crete, they fell in, and they kept on pouring on top of themn.

They 're still there. Quite a few cases, I think.

KH: Are there, you think?

ER: Oh yes. I believe that - - -

KH: Who fell into - accidentally, or - - -

FP: Yes, during concrete pouring. They poured concrete

continuously. It was a continuous process. They had special
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scaffolding developed. Ln those days, they were always after
records, not Jjust standing, pouring too. They are probably in
the books. And they had that moving framework - that moves up.
As the concrete hardens below, they move the framework up. They
put:in - what they call it now, the sections, they don't pull the
whole bits up then - they Jjust pull sections now. I can 't
remember - it has a nane. So they pull a part up here - a block,
blocks, here and there and so forth. They pour day and night,
they Just move the concrete. They have the big cable hanging
there with the nachine pouring in the concrete, and it Jjust moves

along there, and they couldn'+ stop, really. So when somebody

falls in, they 3Just pour it on top of him.

MRS P: What were all those cylinders used for, at Cabramurra?
A2 Testing. They took samples of each new lot. You see,
Mixe

they might have, I don't know, 5,000 metres of cement, right?

And they mix it, I don't know, 6 to 1, or 4 to 1, or something, *hat's

sand and gravel to cement ratio. And then they take samples.
They pour it in those forms and then they crush it, to give the
strengths, crushing strengths. angtgo deliberate mixture varia-
tions and test that for a particular purpose. Then all the
cylinders, so many of them are left over, and then the local

n

enployees take them for the gardemﬁedges and all this. And

people wondered what they were for, until they blew up When they

had them on the barbecue. The stones expanded, you know.
KH: Yes, I notice there 's a place out at Mitchell, out
here, wherever it is, that does that. They have big truckloads

of these things come, and they do the tests on then.

And you didnt have a pub at Cabramurra, did you?

MRS P: A wet canteen.

FP: No, a wet canteen. There was a wet staff canteen and
the wet wages canteen. And you could, ,wet anywhere!

MRS P: And they were well patronised.

EPs No, the staff canteen, I think, if you were staff, a

there
better person, you could drinkhanytime. But if you were wages,
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you were frowned upon. And I suppose you could have been asked
to remove your body from the premises. I saw a few of them. I
wasn'+ a PUb person, I wasn+ there often.

MRS P: Frank was never a pub crawler.

EPi When I was single, of course, I was there more often,
of course. I had nowhere to go. I mean, before the family cane,
before I had the house. And the wages people were invited some-

times to the staff on special occasions, and during special
priviigd sessions.

KH: You told me this on the phone, about how there were the
undesirables, as it were, the ones that were uncouth, that you

wouldn't, sit next to at the dining table.

EEG Yes.

MRS P: Especially the Irish.

EP% Yes, there were strict separation; WageSCGmnP/
staff canp. And they had their own mess and canteen, too, at-—
tached. And of course, if you were a jovial sort of person you

went occasionally to the wages facilities.

MRS P: For the fun of it.

FP ""Oh, he ’s a nice bloke, he even eats with us."

MRS P: I can remember not long after we moved to Cabranmurra, a
woman invited me down to meet other women. And one of the first
things ff?sked, was Frank wages or staff? And I said, "I don't
know." '"What day does he get paid on?" I said, "Thursday."

"Oh, that )s all right." And I came home and I said to Frank, do
you remember that? "What's wages and staff?" You know, I didn't
know the difference. But he was paid Thursday, so I was all

right. That was staff. I'll never forget that. And do you know

who asked me? Billy.-. . That figures.

FP: Yes, it ’.s the vseless,same . old retbags,
KH: S50 there was a stigma attached to those who were the
workers. I mean, the people who got dirty and filthy were a bit

lower, looked down upon.
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MRS P: A friend of mine, her husband drove the rubbish truck,
and I have had people say, "I don't know how Yyou can be friendly

with her." They own two hotels now. One at Coonabar_abran and

one at the Blue Mountains.

KH: It would be a funny twist if those pPeople went to stay
at their hotel.

MRS P: Oh, it )s strange, isn't it?

FP: You know who I met at K-Mart last week, when I gave

back the barrels? The guy from Talbingo, not Darby, what ’s the

other short fellow? I wouldn'+ have recognised, but he recog-

nised me, an operator. They have a house down in Kambah, or

somewhere.

KH: Did vou have any parties?

MRS P: Oh, they had plenty of wild parties up there.

FP: Yes. I don't remember going to any. BHTJ%FFFJ?PPPPH werent
But see, I didn't feel like going anywhere. I cane homgfq;a;;;n -

at 7 at night, you were dog tired. Then you were on standby, vyou

tried to grab as much sleep as vou can, if vyou were lucky.

MRS P: More or less 7 till 7, werean'+ thevy?’ So much work.,
KH: Were there any films shown?

FP: Yes, they had films. They had housie, dida n't they?
You went to housie regularly.

MRS P: Badminton was very big on the Snowy. f}cbﬂbﬁ they
haof bridge, and all sorts of things like that.

KH: Was there much gambling, especially amongst single men?
MRS P;: I would say probably. Actually the fellow who ran the
Shop ran an SP undfficially.

KH: This is on the horses?

MRS P: Yes.

EP: Something comes to my mind, a fellow who brought up a
Wombat up there, in a sock. You see there was also, in 1964,

Spring 1964, the snow started melting and receding Jjust from the

bitumen first, because where the grader had pushed it a little

2 out
bit further back, so the green shoots coma,and the snow bank was
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pretty high, a metre, half a metre. And the wombats came in in

force to eat there. And many of them couldn'+_ get back up the

snow bank, they were funbling along the road, and got hit by

cars, three or four every day. And once we found one there, a

mother laying on its back dead, with a young one with the claws
LandRoser +hen

going like this. And the fellow I was with)z.bﬁdﬁlhhe pulled it

out. He was sort of a nature lover too. Well everybody there,

if you wouldstlike nature you would not work there. You would

prefer Sydney. And the people , they like country and all that.

And so, I don't know how old it was, but it teook years to grow

up. And he brought it to work in an old sock, and hung it on a

coathanger there. It was there all day, and he fedtwith a. bottle .

MRS P: Carnation milk.

EFP: And for years and years. It must have been five vyears.

And i1t became a grey one - - -

MRS P: And it became a nuisance.

FP: And then it started chewing up - he wasiﬁages guy,

living in the wages camnp, so he gave it to another guy at the

housg:rehe had it there and it chewed up the lino, so he gave it

back. And finally they set it free, and I think it went back

home.

MRS P: Yes, it came back. It aian't . like the life in the

; ny wender, . 5 | :

wild. "It lived like a king, diant it?

FP: I thouvght I saw i1t once, but there were probably

several grey ones like that, in the snow, bowling along.

MRS P: Well, it took years to grow. I can remember you

brought it homne one weekend to show the children, in its sock.

It was gorgeocus.

KH: That winter must have killed a lot of wombats, I would

have thought.

FP: Oh vyes, three or four every day, Just in the short

stretch there.

KH: Ne, I mean they would have even died through natural

causes because of the severity of the snow cover.

1668

Frank Pirchmoser

FP: When it started snowing, I remember, I hit one with the
Ihadn call and I vent +here
volkswagenOﬂﬁhu....aamcngst the snow flakes. I could see that
wombat, and I braked as hard as I could, but I hit it, I
reversed back and they were all gone. There was a mother with a

one,
young, I thought it was.

MRS P: You must have only dazed it if it moved.

- ! ’
FP: I couldn + see them anywhere. And one - several times
we tried to help the wombats on the snowbank, but they went for

you, you couldnt  touch them, they were SGVqﬂe.

KH: They growl, I notice. They make a noise. I tried
MRS P: You would think theyd . be gquiet.
KH: I heard that there were prostitutes who used toe come to

some Oof the camps? Was that still going on when vou were there?

MRS P: At Cabramurra. Oh ves.

KH: Was there much of that?

FP: Every wages payday they were there.

KH: I think someone actually came - someone used to - - -
MRS P: Mrs Stewart could tell you, thenmnwm}ho owned the shop.
Because I can remember - You would see the women - all the deal-
ings went on in the shop. She could tell vou.

KH: In a shop?

MRS P: Yes, well, I didafghem sitting - wouldn't you, Frankf’ I

a8n sure they were prostitutes.

FP: Some of themn. Others they had a pimp too. You see,
they got lined up before. They had sort of bookings.

MRS P: I can remember, in %1, YOUU hate going into

the shop,really, because thsre%ﬁ be all these men. When all

the men were still there. It dian't matter if you had a couple

©f children in tow, you would still hate going into the shop.

KH: You felt that they were eyeing you off, or looking for

a wife, or a woman, or - - -
MRS Pp: Not a wife, I' m sure.
KH: Looking for an easy tine.
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MRS P: Yes.

KH: But vou had to go, I suppose, there was only one shop.

MRS P! That s all, and youH . pay through the nose. We

used to go to Cooma usually once a fortnight. I remember once I
do you

. - ]
drove down, rememnber: I took Pat Hall with me, and I aidan't get

home till 7 at night. There'd been a violent snowstorm. You
were giving me till 7 to get home, weren't  vyou, before you did
o

anything. Every fortnight I would,68 miles to shop.

KH: One lot of prostitutes, I believe, came with their own
caravan.
FP: Yes. I don't know if it was the same lot, but there

was one in Talbingo, remember?

MRS P: Oh, ves. And one of the Lancaster boys got charged.
FP: That? s right. He held them up and robbed them.
MRS P: That? s right. He held up the caravan and robbed the

prostitutes, that >.s right.
KH: I see. That ’s an interesting twist. Vice on vice.
MRS P: That 's right. In facf, when we moved to Talbingo,

this fellow was in gaol, wasn't it for that offence? He got

caught,

FP: I don't Kknow. There was a family there, four bovys,
they were all no-hopers. They were always in trouble, terrible
trouble.

MRS P: One stole a Snowy car and wrote it off. Do you
rememnber?

FE? Yes, and that one robbed prostitutes.

MRS P: No, no, that was a different one.

KH: Robbed the prostitutes.

FP: Between Tunmut and Talbingo somewhere.

MRS P: Oh, some funny things happened.

FP: I don't know more details about;. But of course next

time everybody is laughing about it.
MRS P: But the prostitutes, I ’m sure, would have made their

fortune in Cabramurra in the early days.
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FP: Well, we had the hawker coming around too. He comne
usually the fortnight when payday was. Quite good, I bought a
few things off him.

KH: He had a truck, a little truck, or what?

FP: No, a Kpmbi, I think he had. He put up sort of a big
tent, and he had his wares hanging everywhere.

MRS P: And then a fellow would come once a month with ladies'
clothes, really good guality. Do you remember that fellow? I
think his name was Samosi, or something like that. Really good
gquality. He'd . come once a month, selling. And héd

drop - vou know, youd look ead you'd say, "Oh, I like
those four things," '"Take them." "I'll come back in an hour or
two." They did well, and I’ m sure other hawkers - when we went
there you had bread delivered to the door. But, of course two or
three years later that stopped. They used to come from
Adaminaby. You always had to go - you never had mail deliveries
- You always had to go to the post office for your mail, and so
on. And it was a bit awkward, in a sense. We were down what,
about 90 stairs we had to walk, to get to the shop, because you
wouldn+ always drive,

FP: Each terrace had a lot of stairs.

MRS P: So you'd go down, maybe more. And in winter it was

) Just .
wouldn# walk upstairs, you

difficult, because you &

had to fight your way up the snow.

KH: You wouldn'+ ski down?

FP: No.

MRS P: No.

KH: You didn+  ski?

MRS P: My fashion - tennis was my thing. No, I would never
oura bit+.

take a skier, although I did, . But the family, of course, soon
left me for dead. I think Lisa started at - Frank had to make
skis, you coulda't buy skis in those days, small enough for
children. He made skis for the children in the early 60s.

Fp. Funny,we sold them, they so¢ld them to somebody else.
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And sonmnebody else gave - they were passed on everywhere.

MRS P: They were going for years — metal.

FP: Aluminium skis they were.

MRS P: The children started skiing very young, didn't they?

Lisa would have on]y been two, and Carl, four.

FP: Yes, about that.

KH: What about fights? On the Job or in the camps?

FP: Yes, there were always fights.

KH: What were they over?

FP: Shootouts.

KH: Shootouts? Oh, I haven'+ heard of those. Tell me
more.

EE: There was one in Talbingo, a shootout, between the
Serbs ané:%roats. I think it was 17 one side and 20 on the other
side. I don't know which side - they were shooting with firearnms

were
against each other. And I think there,6 or 7 injured.

MRS P: What year, do you remember?

FP: Well, miner injuries. You Know, maybe sort of puncture
MRS P: No. What year?

EP: I 3m not sure, but it must have been after - early

times, 1970 or thereabouts?

KH: 1970, at Talbingo?
EP s Yes. Because it was like a small-scale war, I believe,
people hiding behind various obstacles. And of course, you heard

about the episodes in Cooma between the Croatians, ripping
the flag down off the poles and all that, the Yugoslav flag?
KH: No.

FP: Many times. They had the flags of nations there.

KH: Yes, that’ .s right.

il =4 And the Croatians don't like the Yug®slav flags. You
see, they want their own. S0 they modified the flaﬁpoles many

) i +he
times. First, of course, they hadl\cords at the bottom, so they

jJust took it down. And then they shortened the cords and they
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had various gimmicks. But I think they even cut one down once, a
whole pole or something. And that was going on virtually every
month.

MRS P: That was in the early 60s. Then it seemed to improve,
didn't it? I don't think there ’s been trouble in years.

FP: Yes. Although, then I remember - I remember dis-

tinctly I read in the Sydney Morning Herald, "T-Bone Steaks stop

Snom/Scheme,"you know, a typical Journalist's headline. That is
exactly the wording of it - "T-bone Steaks stop Snowy Scheme," it
said. But then, of course, you start reading, what ’s this

about? That was in the Thiess mess, it was called, or wages mess
in Talbingo, a guy had a disagreement with the cook, when he was
served. I can’t remenber now the exact detail, but he threw the
t-bone steak back at the cook, and says "Cop this." or "Eat it

v

yourself," or something. And they all walked out after that.

Some minor incident. And they went on strike for a&géys.

MRS P: So the t-bone steak stopped the Snowy Schenme.

FP: Usually a minor thing like this.

KH: I suppose after a while the Snowy would have stopped

enploying either the Yugoslavs or the Croats, if one of them wasn'f
on the Scheme - - - -

MRS I don't think it stopped them. Maybe they tried to

separate them.

FP: But see, it ’s not the Snowy - these people were with

the contractors, the major contractors.

MRS P:  Well, se

FP:

%..Kaiser~Perfni, and so on and so on.

And most of these guys were considered wages, as far as
the Snowy was concerned, the Authority's staff, you know. Only
there the bosses were considered staff and allowed in the staff
Quarters. They evenﬁg%aff guarters with the Snowy. And they had
a4 so-called major contract inspectors, also employed by the SMA.
They checked up on the concreting and all that. They were very cbsqj
re lated with the major contractors, like Thiess, and Kaiser

Perini, there were all those big American contractors. And so
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thegrﬁc real Jjurisdiction, I suppose, on whom the major contrac-
tors emploved. They had to take whomever they could get. I
mean, no self-respecting guy wanted to go to the Snowy and sort
of, be up to his eye-balls in mud, sortof.- So they had only the
rough and tough types. And they have found since that in the
construction sites, the labour is mostly provided by Irishmen,
usually the powder monkeys, they like to blow up things, always
the Irishmen. Yugoslavs, which comprise Serbs, Croatians and all
that. If they say Croatians, you know they are Yugoslavs. They
don't like to say Yugoslav, they are a sort of different race,
they think they are. And these are the major ones, the Irishmen
and Yugoslavs, do the dirty work. But they made enough, I sup-
pose. So there you are, "T-Bone Steaks Stop the Snowy " 6an you

remember that?

MRS P: Yes.

KH: What about fights between different groups of Germans?
Anything there? Of different political persuasion?

FP: Well, I never heard of it.

KH: Well, at Island Bend, 4£hink, I heeed, in the earlier
periced, in the 50s, I think there was some animosity there.

MRS P: There was a very good article on Cabramurra in what
they call the Good Weekend. Do you remember it used to be in the

Canberra Times on a Sunday, and they stopped it about a year ago.

And I regret not keeping it. There was an excellent article,
about 5 pages on Cabramurra. Do you remember about all the
iﬂﬁﬁﬁQQ&.,Frank, you remember it. And in those days when we were

there, it was surprising the few marriages that stayed together.
You wouldn't believe that this one would go off with that one's

wife, and husband, and so it went on. We had a lot.

FES Yes, there was the fellow I worked with - he liked to - .

he didn't do much work, but he was the best Jjournalist in the
Snow% I reckor. Always, "Let's have a cup of tea." And then .......
"Guess what I saw yesterday. Joe's wife went behind our house

and went down to number 16, and then shortly after he came out
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the front door.” All these stories, crikey, he didn't miss a
trick.
MRS P: And when Frank went to Austria in 1969, his father was

ill, and that was Jjust about when the Jindabyne pumping station

was belng commissioned.

FP: Officially opened.

MRS P: Yes. And he couldn'+ go and he’d worked so much on
; 2.

it, and he'd arranged for a fellow he worked with, an old fel-

low, mind you, who would have been 50-odd then, to take me. And
the minute he got back, this somebody went up and said, "Did you
know that Wally took your wife?" _And he said, "No, I didn't."
Oh, I could have killed him. They loved gossip.

FP: But what about the funny thing when the travel agent
called at the front door.

MRS P: I could have killed him too. He had a terrible
sense of humour, very dry.

MRS P: Frank went to Austria, and he sent me a telegran,
that he was arriving back two days earlier. And I Jjust

dropped everything in Cooma and drove to the airport to pick him

up. Then the next day the travel agent arrived at the door, and

Frank answered it, and he said, "Would vou tell Mrs Pirchmoser
that her husband will be arriving tomorrow at -9 am," or whatever,
and he said, "Yes, I"1l tell her." And here he was, heﬁ been
home for 24 hours. Goodness knows what that fellow thought.

FP: I was in a dressing gown, wasn'+t iy

MRS P: That was a bad blue, wasn't it, for the travel
agent? Saying he was arriving the next day and he was already
there.

KH: The intrigue in a small community. At the sam;tﬁf was

sort of a frontier town, wasnt it? All the SMA camps,by and
large, were kind of frontier places, weren+t they?

Fp Well, Cabramurra was civilised} considered with

Some of these camps, yvou know.

MRS P& All amenities were there.
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FE1 I went to some of these camps on my travels, either on
the Jjob or 3Just dbﬂqs the weekend, bushwalking or so, like
Twins camp -~ Geehi, that ’s right, that was still there. I
thought I had struck paradise when I got into Geehi that time.
The camp was completely empty, everything was closed, the whole

township still there, and the hot water was still on in the bar-

racks.

MRS P: That was when I had to drive and pick you up.

EP Yes, well, I soréf;verwestimated how long it would
take.

KH: Where did you walk?

FP: From Round Mountain - I wanted to walk filomRound Moutain
to Guthega power station. And I sort of changed my mind a bit.

And I daidaa'$ . go down the Schlink’s Pass, I went over the other
side to Twins Camp, that ’s on the - let me see - southern, more
southerly, I think. It ’s like - the track forks south. You
see, that side you come to Guthega; that side you come - the
Geehi side, on the other side of the mountain range.

KH: Yes, along the Grey Mare Range?

FP: Yes, along the Grey Mare, along the fire trail there,
down Prince - - -

KH: Yes.

FE% So I hit Geehi. Then from Geehi I hitchiked - no, that
was Twins Camp , Thiess Brothers were there, they were still
there. They were still building Geehi then. I hitchiked from
Twins Camp to Geehi, which is about 6 Kkilometres or something.

Geehi was a Snowy township, Twins Camp was a Thiess camp. And
]

yYyou see, there s a distinct difference between . - 8MA and the
contractors. If vyou speak to somebody who has been with a con-
tractor, he calls Snowy generally. It means he was in the Snowy

Mountains, but he wasn't necessarily emploved by the Snowy Moun-

tains Authority. He might have been with Thiess or any of those
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major contractors. And that /s where the confusion arises.
KH: Yes, I?m with you. And some people first worked in
the Snowy, worked for contracts, and then went on to the SMA

later on.

FP: Yes.

MRS P: Well, Frank originally, weren't you SMC originally?

FP: No, SHMA.

MRS P: But you went to SHMC.

FP: But there’ s hardly any distinction between SMC and SMA
at that - itsjust a name. You do the same work virtually. It's

Just w;paper.
KH: Do you think there was any discrimination between
nationalities as to who should do a particular Job? I nean, were
certain nationalities chosen for one thing and others for some-
thing else?
MRS P: Didn't seem to be.
KH: It was more by individual choice. I mean, the Irish
Just happened to like blowing things up and so on. And the Ger-

mans, it seemns to me, or people with German backgrounds, seemned

to be meore in technical positions.

FP: Yes, exactly, vyes.
MRS P: And vou find the Yugoslavs often were labourers, and so
it goes on. The Swiss were technical, weren't they? We knew two

or three - - -

FP: Ninety percent of electricians were always German.

MRS P: Or Dutch.

b I mean that ’s the other ten per cent were others. But
Ninety per cent were German, you could say. And the mechanical
staff, too. Well, you can say, as an average, about 70, 80 per

cent of all the technical staff in wages were German, or German
Origin, Swiss, you know, or the related, Danish and so forth,
fustr _ian, Czech, not many Czechs.

KH: And a lot of Italians were in the tunnels, it seens,
Grilling?
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FP: Yes.

KH: And concreting.

FP: They like, Italians, the rocks and stones and all that.
yes.

MRS P: And the Czechs were in the hydrology - - -

FP: That ’s right, ves.

cerssasesarsssesss(@all talking at once!)

KH: e Beb [ Janata is a Czech, I think.

FE Maybe they prefer that.

MRS Pé They were all Czech - a lot of them.

FP: S0, I don't know why, but I recken it might be their

tenperaments or it suits them, you see.

KH: They almeost had a naticnal temperament thagstended them
MRS P: To have a certain type of Job.

KH: It ’s very interesting.

MRS P: It is, when vou think about it, isn't 1it?

KH: What about the English? I mean, there some Pomnies on

the Scheme.

FP: Union representatives.

MRS P: Yes. I only knew one, and that was Dave .......

Or ..........he was an operator.

FP Yes, they both were useless, though, weren't they? So

nmaybe that:{s why there weren+ nany. They both were faillures,

the poor devils. They can't help it, some of them are Jjust use-

less.

MRS P: - ;rdon’t think I ever knew anyone else English, but
™milies,

those twop didyau?

EPd I knew another one, Fred Taylor, wasn't it? At Cooma.
He was English.

KH: But at the head level there weré¢ - I mean, the boss was
a New Zealander.

MRS P: . Hudsoeon was a New Zealander.

KH: And some of the other engineers were.
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MRS P: Yes, Barry Chatfield would have been one of the few
pAustralians, wouldn't he?

FP: Ne, there were quitéifew.

Mrs P: Well, half and half.

KH: It seems at the administration level there were a lot
of English-speaking people.

FP: Well, they would have to. You have to. You can't af-
ford foreigners with an accent in adnministration. And the same -

. i . Tralian,
when we were in Sydney with an Italian company, 99 per centy but

the administration, the office, the telephone, the switchgirl,
and all these, they were all Australian. They have to converse
in proper English in business. They can’t afford to have sone-
body that doesn't  get the meaning of things, even though they
speak perfectly, like some people, they have a perfect command of
English, but they don't understand it, it 's strange. They
mouth it like a parrot, but they don't know what it means. And
vou carr't have that.

KH: But vou feel that the SMA really looked after you. Be-
cause, _ see, there was a lady called Mona Ravenscroft, who
wrote a book called 'Men of the Snow Mountains' back in the
sixties, and she says in there that the SMA was a hidebound,
rigid, repressive and authoritarian set-up. Apparently the
employees had no right of appeal, and had to live according to
What head office decided for themn.

MRS P: I would say that was wrong, wouldng You, inaccurate.

EP: To some extent, it’ s right. But these people have no
idea of authority.

KH: She was a writer - - -

MRS P: Did she live - - -/

KH: Well, I don't know exactly.
MRS P: I have never heard of her.
KH: Yes, she wrote this book.
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MRS P: We'ye got gquite a few of them. We've got - - -
FP: Well, these are not representative of the Snowy, they

were Just men of the Snowy, or something like that, stockmen and

all this. Well, one of your books.
MRS P: Well, I will Just give you an example of the Authority,
for one instance. We were moving from Cooma to Talbingo. We

were fortunate, every time we moved they™. paint out the

house. And you could choose from - maybe Five colours. It didn't

suit me, so I went over there and saw Tom Judge, You remenmn-—

ber, and I said, "Now, look, if I buy the paint, what I want in
they did.
my kitchen, will you put it on?" -Yes),\:l S50 rules were meant to

be bent, aren't they, or broken, or whatever.

FP: But they didn't do that all the time either.

MRS P: Another funny case - maybe I should not say. Do you
rememnber I had very rough concrete tubs at Cooma? Very rough,

you know, and they'd snag the clothes. And I knew they wouldn't

- ' replace them until thegwere i Byl Bk A B

(end of tape)
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KH: Oh, don't you? All right.

MRS P Oh, Joe Blow - I can't remember his name, which is
unusual for me, I really cank% - and I said, "My tubs are
proken." He said, "What happened?" I said, "What do you think?
I Jjumped in them." And I had. I Jjust thought, I'll keep going

and going and going. He thought that was a huge 3Joke. What was
his name ” Hungarian fellow.

KH: Did the SMA take kindly, if you made suggestiong as to
how things could be improved or better work practices?

PP Well, I believe they did. I never put the idea$ In.
But they hadisuggestion scheme, whereby people got bonuses, money
out of them. One that comes to my mind now, is at one stage,
with station waggons, the safety net between the person area,
bench seat, and the luggage compartment. And they started fit-
ting up those nets similar to what . Volves have now. And
somebody, 1 believe, got $500 - it must have been for that. And
suggestions like this. As I say, I never had any. 3o obviously
they took advice - ves, that was it. There are always people who
don't , sort of, get along with management, somehow. In every
comnpany. alwaygig%ur grapes or an axe to grind for some reason,
naybe because for some reason Jjust don'éfgh and maybe a person
like that didn't get on and reported his shortcomings. 1t ’s

possible. But I '

M sure that the majority of pecople are agreeling
with what I say.
MRS P: For instance, when we were at Cabramurra, you

could have been transferred to Khancoban, vou didn'¢ want it.

Well, _he wiasn’t forced to go. You could have been, couldn't
you?

ER Yes, that is right.

MRS P: You waraﬁ{- forced to go. They could have said,

"Well, vou &de going, and that’ s it."
KH: Yes, that s right.
u »
MRS P: Frank Sid, "I dowt want to go, so they sent Max......., you

remember?
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FP: Yes. Well, I could have stayed there at Cabramurra
during the day, but I was there about 6, 6 and a half years, and

I thought, oh well, I want to move somewhere else.

KH: You lived at Talbingo then.

EPs No, Cooma.

MRS P: Talbingo was last.

KH: And how long did you spend in Talbingo?

FP: January 71 until 74, ﬁpril’74.

MRS P: He could have stll been there if he wanted to. But he

requested to finish.
FP: You see, another thing which knocks that statement on

the head, is really I had about three vears'notice of retrench-

ment.

KH: That ' s pretty good.

FP: I was still actually - it 's a disadvantage, because it's
too early to find another Jjob. You cannot say, "Please, if I

am successful in this Jjob, could you keep it for about three
vyears for me?" Things like that. It has disadvantages and ad-
vantages, in some respects. Some people left straightaway, of
course, and I hung on.

KH: ’74 was practically the end, wasn't it?

FP: I still remember in Cooma » I was, when I got the
letter, and then I finished off in Talbingo. I had an exten-
sion, I think, actually.

MRS P: And then they still wanted you to stay on, I remenmber,
but you declined.

KH: I want to ask you a few more general sort of guestions.
You think that it was a good idea to direct the waters of the
Snowy through the mountains and out west for lrrigation?

EP ¢ Well, of course. Or it runs into the ocean and goes to
waste. And they need water inland. It ’s much cheaper than
+towing icebergs from Antarctica, isn't it? As somebody suggested.
They say it has become feasible now, with present technology, to

tow icebergs to cities like Adelaide, where they have acute water
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shortage there apparently.

KH: No, it ?s Just that - they now hawvg. problems with
irrigation too, with the salt, salt rising to the surface, and
areas becomning impossible for farming for crops now. So these
are things that you don't necessarily discover whilst the Schene
is being built.

FP: That ‘s right, ves. Yes, but now they are finding
crops that are resistant to salt, too.

KH: The c¢crops?

FP: Yes. They are doing guite well, now. Wheat and all
kind of things, thoat are salt resistant.

KH: Is that right?

FP: Yes. we saw it on ‘Countrywide, I think. And I see Is-
rael has that problem too. They have been doing quite well.

KH: But they have more a form of drip irrigation, I think.
It ?s when you irrigate and you raise the whole water level,
ground water, I think, that ’s when you have the worst problems
EP 3 Probably ves. They waste a lot, too, that way. They
could probably, if they would not waste so much - see the
Australian farmer is an uneducated, ignorant bloke as a whole.
He ..l/ve¢S.. off the land, doesn't want toezgy money back. If

they would waste less water, they could use more for the rest,

develop new canals, or so. They haven't bullt a single canal
here, yet. They are all over Europe, canals, for the same pur-
pose, communication and water supply. They could do much more

and vtilise the water to better effect. But they Jjust do it the
easy way. Let it flood everywhere and then when they think they
have had enough, turn it off again.

KH: But you certainly feel that the Snowy Scheme was a

9ood thing even though, 1 mean, on one hand it was guite an im-
Pact on the environment, in that valleys were flooded!: there were
roads went in; tracks, power lines especially, they cut down a
lot of trees; some of the rivers are almost dead, at least for a

Short length, because there ’s no more water flowing down themn.
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You would feel that-— well, you feel that that was worth it in
terms of the benefits elsewhere?

FP: Yes, there wouldn't have been any other benefits be-
cause nobody would have gone there to look at these ﬁ*UPPS & %
some bushes cut, there is nothing to look at. It would have been
so far out, there wouldN+' have been rocads leading there anvway.
You would have needdto walk for a week to get there. I don't know
about Tasmania,I havent . been there myself. Obviously from pic-
tures, it fs much more beautiful than the Snowy.

KH: Where ’s that?

FP: Tasmania, ......places like this. But there is no
place anywhere on the Snowy that ’s as nice as that. It woulad
not have been worth saving. So flooding it, it ’s only the
farmers who owned land there who complained. Because apparently
they didn't get enough compensation, so they say. But other-
wise, beauty-wise, there ’s no loss. And other - water-wise,
there is the flooding again. And as I say, even for bushwalkers,
it takes you a week to walk there, there wouldn't have been
rcads there, either. They are specially built for construction.
And then even theg have been closed since, many of them, except
the dirt track;fwmgé there is definitely a gain and no loss what-
soever.

KH: Do vou think that the Scheme could be built today, in
today's climate, with opposition groups, and so on? Do vou
think that such a Scheme would get off the ground today?

MRS P: But there was trouble, wasn't there, originally?

EP Well, I don't know. You see, I was relatively new in

the country, and I didn't know about the politics, so I could

not compare the times.

MRS P: But I would say there would be trouble......
FP: I couldn't say. I reckon today's politicians would
be incapable of organising something like this - I think so.

Again, I didn'+ know the politicians in those days, see. I was

only here a few years, fairly new in the country. But they haad
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technical problems then, and perhaps now they would have them

too. You see, Eucumbene Dam, which was the first in the Scheme,

was started off by the Sydney - what was it called now - New
South Wales Works Department, I think.

KH: Or was it Water Consé&ation and Irrigation?

FEs Could be that too. But some mob, and they couldn}
complete it all. They had some real serious problems. That was
before the Snowy was started, anvhow. And the Snowy completed

it then. And they also build it at the wrong spot, or they
started building it at a different spot at the beginning. And by
the way, you can see that when you fly over it, it’ s obvious.
And another place is Murray Two power station, too.

They started excavating at the wrong place.

KH: Did they?

FP: You fly over and you see that funny tip where they

started. And then half a kilometre further east, I suppose, that

is where the present one is.

KH: I think I ? ve ariven there. Yes, the lower one.

PP Yes, only a few kilometres from Khancoban.

KH: Yes.

FP: it’ s in a trench, the power station ?s in a trench.
And before you get in there - maybe one isn+ aware on the road,

but from the aeroplane you will see it as clear as anything.

KH: Do you think - I mean, the Scheme was sort of a post—
war thing. It attracted migrants from all over the place. do
you think that it was one of the foundation stones of the New
fustralia, if you like, the new multi -cultural Australia?

So hany people, so many thousands of people cane through.

MRS P: Well, I would say so.

KH: The first thing they knew about Australia was the Snowy

Mountains, in a sense, and the work they did there, was sort of

the gateway through. And then they moved on elsewhere.
FP3 Yes.
MRS P: A terrible lot are in Canberra.
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KH: Yes.

MRS P: Was your father on the Snowy Scheme?

KH: No.

MRS P: Oh, he wasn't.kH:Like, I ’n asking more about the place

of the Scheme in our sense of national identity, or in the post-—
war reconstruction.

MRS P: Well, it was the start, wasn't it, really,of migration
to Australia from overseas, from Europe.

KH: Well, it was a big phase. There had been migrations
before, but this was a particularly big one.

MRS P: Well, they were enlisting people from Europe, weren't

they? Ypy.know #hat? For the Snowy Scheme.

FP: Like Jennings did, the Snowy did the same.

MRS P: They went to Europs. We had several people — - -

KH: The Jennings building firmn.

Fp: Yes, the Snowy, they had what, 700 or something, German
carpenters or something. Or 1300, I don't remember. Somebody
wrote a book about it - for Jennings here in Canberra, to build
government houses. The Snowy did the same. They recruited them
there and then and brought them over. Paul Schr e«der was one of
then.

MRS P: And you know we met - I cannot think of his name, the

friend of Nicole's, that German guy.

FP: Oh vyes, ves. A few hundred of them. But anyway, well,
I don'+ know really. I haven't thought about it. I dona't

feel nationalistic like that, you know. Perhaps it gave
Australian industry confidence, that it could be done here.

They, in future, might build a similar project of that size, as
they say on these BHF ads, Northwest Shelf- what do they say - it
is three times the size of the Snowy Mountains Scheme or
whatever, Whatever that size means. You know, you can twist
statistics anyway you like. And so maybe that was the beginning,
because that was the first large project built here, wasn't it?

KH: I think so.
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FP: It took a lot of design planning, design, and all this,
to get it altogether. And mind you, all the early design was
done by the United States Bureau of Reclamation. I have seen the
drawings there. I worked on the drawings still, from the United
States Bureau, and Tennessee Valley Authority - what was it now -
they run the Niagara Falls power station, and all that too.

It is the Tennessee Valley Authority, I think they call them-

selves. They designed Happy Jack's Dam .........were designed by
themn.
MRS P: You'! .wve probably still got the maps, see, Frank

is a great map collector.
FP: Oh, the maps. I am talking about the design, the civil
design and all that, and specifications. But the Snowy didn'+

even bother changing the titles of it. It%still there like that.
Just the stamp: SMA" " Prepecty of SmA” on it

KH: S0 that was the original big technical input?
FP: Yes, That started it off, because obviously they were
incapable here. And apparently they have similar schemes there,

and they might have been copies, just a few alterations of dimen-—

sions, perhaps.

KH: Yes, the Snowy Scheme,I think, helped to launch Thiess
Brothers.

EP: Yes.

KH: That was an Australian firm.

FP: That ’s right.

MRS P: Thiess is originally from Brisbane. One of his sons

Wwas killed on the Snowy Scheme.
KH: How was he killed?
MRS P: A freak accident. He was standing, wasn't he, on a

hill, and what came and hit hin?

EP They were blasting, or something, a rock or something.
MRS P: A tree. Thiess originated in Yerenga in Brisbane.
[P But about Thiess, I mean, you come to speak to various

People employed there, you go together on the bus or somewhere.
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And a major contract supervisor, he was suvpervising, I think,
the rock fill, because Thiess had a particular contractor, and
instead of giving him the ........ they have all that old World
War Two yank army Junk trucks they bought up cheap, and they were
still running them, and they were breaking down all the time and
they coulanj fulfil their guotas. You see they couldn'+ keep
up with the contract. They had to deliver so many thousand vards
of dirt here and there, and the inspectors were checking up on
them, and he said he was fed up with them. And anyway, I know
for sure they got another contract after that, so they must have
kept up with their gquotas.

KH: I ’ve generally finished with questions. I can have a
look. . at some photographs. But I jJust have a couple more.
Can I ask each of vyou what was your best experience and what was
Your worst experience, if you can - Can you single out —?I nean,
you may not be able to single out anvthing at all.

MRS P: All in all, I liked living - it was a good life, Id

Sy, ©n the Snowy, all in all, wouldn't vou?

KH: What was the worst thing that happened to you?

MRS P: Nothing bad, I don't think, happened, that I can think
of. You were in hospital once, but I mnean, - one of the children
fractured a ligament skiing, and one broke an arm. But,.I mean,

vyou couldn'+ say it was a terribly bad experience, could YOu,
really? Nothing traumatic, really.
FP3 Well, to me, nothing ever happens, good or bad. Life

is one big bore.

KH: Big bore?

FP: Yes, bore.

KH: Now you’ re being facetious.

MRS P: Yes, very. No, Iéﬂ say they were good years,
really.

FP: No, you can’t think back and say, blah, blah, blah,
you know. It' s living in the past, isn't it? Better things are

ahead.
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KH: Good, thank you very much.
[Looxing at pheotos]
MRS P: That, for instance, was our house, winter 1964. Now.,

under that flag was buried a car, and it staved there all winter.
and the flag was there so that the snowcats wouldan'+ - - - -

FP: The snow plough, wouldn't damage it, right?

MRS P: It was a darn nuisance, of course, when the snow melted
the roof of the car was completely scratched to pieces from -
people used to ski over the top. That ’s Just after a bliz-
zard. That looks like the same photo of the house. That ’s the

mess;: the recreation hall.

KH: Have you any photos of you at work or - - -

MRS P: Clearing the roof of the mess. That ’'s ......group con-
trol centre.

EP: Oh, there 7s one there, somewhere.

MRS P: They were painting it, you can see they were painting

it the previcus sunner.
FP: Painting it?
MRS P: Yes, look at all the different colours. Obviously, it

was in the process of being painted, Frank, it never looked like
that.

FP: You can't . tell me - - -

MRS P: Yes, of course.

KH: You mean to say the cracks were - - -

MRS P: Yes, they were painting it. And they never finished it

before winter.

I - I don't recall that. Yes, the fellows are up there
shovelling the snow off the roof.

MRS P: The garage after it had been cleared. Frank and a
friend did it three times and each time - - -

FP: That 's the back of the house where we were, there.

MRS P: That 's the house, from the top of the Land Rover.

KH: This is all ‘642

MRS P Yes. This is the school. That 's the street sign, but

that 's the school.
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FP: Isn't that the school door?
MRS P: No, that ’s the corner.
EP: That ’s from work, there. Yes, that ’s the guy, Norm

O'Neill(?) and myself, that ? s at the Cabramurra diesel power
station. And do you see the fence, the top of the fence, 6 foot
fence here? You see, it ? s Just the top sticking out. The rest

is all flat snow.

MRS P: It ’.s not vyou, it ’ s the guy who found the wombat.

FP: Oh ves, that’ s right. I took the photo.

MRS P: I can't think of his name, not that it matters.

KH: What a contrast. And I Jjust noticed &gﬁbgé; oh my Ged!

That '.s Australia all over, isn't it?

MRS P: That 7 s right. That ) s slightly higgledy-piggledy, by
the look of it. Frank always built a nice snowman. In fact we
used to have Pioneer buses come and stop. See here? Always a
beauty. Photos are a bit messy.

FE: _ Well, they 're better than yours, aren't they? Yours
are all floating around in a pillow case. No, Lisa gave ne a

photo album, don't you remember?

FP3 Yes, but you haven't stuck them in. That / s work.
Mrs P: Jindabyne.
FP: Yes, that 7. during commissioning testing. Oh that ’ s

— the pipe collapsed.

¥H: This is Just below that surge tank?

FP: Yes. That ’ s three guarter inch high tensile steel,
that is. And that was two weeks before the official opening - -
MRS P: See the big boss scratching his head.

FE$ That is Wally Shellgshe ar - I don't know if you know
him. He was the president of the Model Railways Society here, he
was. I don't know, I think he died since.

MES P: Funny, you are so correct with vour spelling, I nean,
after writing manuals, and you have got 'ceollapsed' with one 'l'.

That hits me in the eve every time.
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KH: Wally Shelishear — I think I rang him up some weeks
ago.

il Yes, that s Jindabyne. That ‘s from the aeroplane.
MRS P: Yes, Cooma East in the foreground. Cooma from the air.
FP: Maybe there is something else in front there.

MRS P: Oh here, Pretty Plain Hut. Frank would have a lot of

hut photos.
FP: There are a few more Jindabyne ones.

KH: Yes, that !

s Jindabyne, but these are Austria. I would
be guite interested in anything of that era, especially from the
mountains. Any photos of you fishing or shooting?

MRS P! There s a nice one of Cabramurra to Kiandra cross-
country ski race 1971; Tuross Falls.

KB: They were taken with an old Rollei ..... or something,

were they?

MRS P: 4 Voigtlander.
FP: A Voigtlander. I? ve still got it.
KH: I notice the square format.
ER 3 Yes, 120.
KH: The Voigtlander has a 120 film too?
FP: Yes,
MRS P: Here is some of the alps.
this is Grey Mare,
KH: Oh,,there ’s Grey Mare Hut.
Tl e There is where the Southern Cloud crashed.
MRS P: Oh yes, the Southern Cloud, 1965. And that ’ s when a
SWwan went to Cabramurra, landed in the neighbour's vard.
KH: That ' s a pretty rare photo. You don't get vehicles -
Jaqguagal

you? re not even allowed to spit in thefwi derness anymore, let

alone drive a car to Grey Mare Hut.
n

MRS P: That’ s ’65.

KH: Yes. My God, that is sacrilege now.

MRS : See, the Snowy discovered the wreckage of the Southern
Cloud.

Fp: No., the guy was employed with the contractors.
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MRS P: on, I ’m sorry, he was. That ’s right.

FP: And during the lunch break he went ocut to take photos
and - - -

MRS P: But I mean, you can still thank the Snowy for it, be-

cause he was with one of the subcontractors.

FP: Yes, but it wouldn'+ matter if they never found it.
MRS P: Oh no, but I suppose it is nice to know that that’ s
where it ¢nded.

KH: Yes. Oh ves, it ’s a major event in terms of the his-

tory of the region, I suppose.

)s Karl, our son, with his first rabbit.

MRS P: There
KH: Any of you = oh this is - I see - near Adaminaby.

MRS P: That '.s our son. That ’s his first gun. That ’.s going
back a few years - that ’ s a nice fish that he caught at five and
a half years old. That would have been at Tantangara . There

was some nice fish at Talbingo.

FP: Oh vyes.
KH: I haven't seen any of you yet.
Pond
FP: I used to take the photos. Oh, these are TumutnDam.
MRS P: There would be some of you in there, probably. These
are old ones, Frank - where is it?
FP: These are various ones along the Khancoban—Cabramurra
Road - Just litle dams. It' s written there, anyway, Junction
Shaft
KH: Oh ves, I ve been there in winter. Yes, I? ve skied
down to there.
MRS P: And the bridge was blown up, I can remember, the day
after that photo, . do you remember here?
FE4 Jindabyne, yes. Just wait, one at a time.
. . those of
KH: Ohfﬁagdrshots' Just like x me and my brothers
)
and sisters. That’ s all Austria, Austria. Theyre . nice
prints.

MRS P: They are, aren't they?
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KH: Yes. They have kept very well. Sometimes old prints
like this go vellow because they're not fixed properly. But
these are really good. Did you do these yourself?

FP: No.

KH: Oh, there’ s that one again. I am gquite fascinated by
that. The forces at work must have been incredible.

FF: We have an evewitness there, an evewitness account.,

There was an Italian subcontractor Jjust building the wall up on
top there. It] s not there now, I would think. It ?s there now,
atthe tyme it wasn't there, this wall where they have the plagues.
And he was Jjust working there when it happened. And, well, there
was am emergency shutdown in the power station. I was Operatingl”
the ... cra€e(?) and according to him, he said, "She went this way
and she went that way, and then she stayed that way." Like a
beer can apparently, it went in and out a few times and then it
stayed that way.

KH: Incredible. And this suggests that you really need a
surge tank which is as long as this, even with this - I nean,
this seems to be Jjust a memorial more than anything else.

3 = No, well, it maybe, well, doubles this one. But the
reason for that was that the pipe is reduced in diameter, going
in there, you cant see it, Just after the fault, it is narrow-
ing down, and that caused the restriction, to prevent enough air
from being inhaled. You see, the water goes up and down and up
and down all the time, especially during start-up. And then on
Shut-down, the water rushed madly back, and it aian't allow it
to flow in guickly encugh through the orifice, through the nar-—
rowing, and that caused a partial vacuunm and sucked the pipe in.
find they put empty vacuum valves in the sections there after
this, of course. Apparently it happened in Murray One when they
testeda it, too. They had the same trouble. You see a hole in

there? Just like a beer can, it breaks in the corner always, just
in there.
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KH: Amazing. I wouldn't have believed it if you'd told
ne. But I’ wve seen it now. Anything else in here that’/ s
Snowy? Oh, there ' s - Cabramurra to Kiandra cross-country.

FP: Tuross Falls. That’? s a fire look-out at Black Jac& I
think, isn't it?

MRS P: Big Talbingo.

KH: I’ wve never been there. That’ s a dramatic view. I

must try to get there. Oh, Buddong Falls, vyes.

2 2 A few Talbingo ones there.

MRS P: Karl and his trout.

FP: Oh, here are a few. Yes, well, we had a party there,
Yyou see. We are pretty well under the weather. We worked

closely together with the Japanese, because they were the sup-
plier of the equipment, Toshiba and Mitsubishi. And the

Japanese, of course, they like their photos, click, c¢lick, click.

KH: Yes, that is right.

FP: Gee, those colours are ghastly, aren't they?

MRS P: Shocking.

3 o I don't know if they turned that way or if they always

were that bad.

MRS P: I would think so. I would say it! s the develop-
ing, actually.

BE It? s all blue. Here are a few more. Ikook the
Japanese around to the older power station where we were in Tal-
bingo. They didﬁ+kirihen that we had others.

MRS P: That ' s a boat that Frank built.

KH: This is a bit of - like a mystery hunt for me, because
I never know what people have got.

MRS P: No. One big mess - - -

KH: Until I look through it and suddenly I see something
that interests me.

FP: Yes. Well, the same for me, really. I havent looked
through it for long years.

MRs P: The launching of the boat. Lisa in her dirndl.
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FP: Her kilt, ves. No, I have seen it all, I reckon.

. that
MRS P: I 1lkehphoto of Frank up there. Our son took it. And
also he did one in colour, didn't he? But the colour doesn+

look as good as the sepia.

KH: Have you got that in smaller - in here somewhere?

MRS FP: Yes, in colour. Oh no, no. I’ we got it in colour,
smaller. 1t’ s not nearly as good. It looks better in the
sepla. He developed a very large one. I never saw it, did you?
FP: No.

MRS P: Half the size of the deoor, he said, blew it up.

KH: That’ s a wedge-tail eagle, isn't it?

near Adaminaby, I think, we Shet that ore .

FP: Yes,, It attackea us.

KH: Really?

FP: Yas, We were shooting rabbits there and - Karl and I -
there were rabbits everywhere. You know, sometimes you go to

these paddocks on the farms, they are Jjust one hole after
another, and you fire one shot and the country is alive, like in
the old days before myxomatosis. That was one of these places.
And we were walking along there after the first few shots, there
were all the holes, and all of a sudden shshsh - it clipped me by
the ear, it went between the two of us. AaAnd I had the combina-
tion shotgun rifle, and I let him have it with the shotgun after

being so cheeky.

KH: It must have had a nest nearby. It .must have been
wanting to protect something. 1'd be interested in. copying
one of those. Can I take that out of there and borrow it?

MRS P: It’ s written on the back, there you are, February
1968.

KH: Terrific. The collection of photos that Cynthia

: . ; e . .
Richards =~ Cynthia, Bill Patrick's daughter, still had, was all

in a brown bag, and she Just sort of dropped it on the table
and the corners were bent. I got the best out of them but they
werent very well looked after.

MRs P: I can well imagine.
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FE1 A pity.

KH: Which is a pity, vyes. There were some others in here.
MRS P: But these are pretty good for 68.

KH: I'll say, they ) re terrific.

MRS P: But I have got a feeling you always used to get then
developed - not Kodak - what was the other roll name, you would

always get - - -

FP: Ilford.

MRS P: It might be marked on the back.

KH: Very good, these are very good.

MRS P: I know we used always to go to a certain chemist who
used - — -

FP: It says Kodak paper.

MRS P: That? s Kodak. But I know you didn't - you never
bought Kodak films, that7 s what it was. madtters,

EP3 No, Ilford I always bought.BEthe paper that noct the
film.

KH But vou haven't got the negatives any more?

EF: Ne.

MRS P: Ne, I would say, about five, ten years ago, you had a

big clean up and - - -

EF: I have a few negatives, but I am too lazy to lock at
them. Some of the really good photos, I kept some negatives, the
really good ones, I thought.

KH: That one ' s stuck in, I think..FP'Because that is our

collection.

KH: My word. You never Xnow, there might be someone else -
FP: We might get some money out of it.
KH: Yes. They’ re terrific. I mean, that? s a marvellous

collection there.
MRS P: Beautifully developed there. They were done in Coomna.
KH: A nice c¢ream in that paper.

MRS P: Aren't they lovely old buildings?
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FP: That ’s a beautiful photo of that boulder, isn't it?
MRS P: Wonderful, Frank. -

Thot's Greyq Mare Hut but
KH: You have got to look through all that. , that ’s stuck
in too. Leave it otherwise. I mean, I do have photos of Grey

Mare Hut, but that one ’s just so unusual because it > s got a VW

there.

RSP I have got a feeling, Frank, that that '’ s in something
else.
KH: Now, there were some colour ones back here of vou with

those Japanese guys.

MRS P: ---1 was Jjust going to show you - yes, that’ s the SMA of-
fice in 1961. It ’s a bit different now.

KH: Oh, right.

FP: That’ s the same still, isn't it?

MRS P: No, I meant the surroundings are different.

KH: Yes, they are now putting up the new building on the
other side.

MRS P: Kiandra %61.

EP: Cabramurra. That ’s the old township on the hill. Are
these the only photos of Cabramurra?

MRs P: There might be, I think, & couple more. No, they ’'re
army ones. That ’.s when we first went to Cabramurra.

Fp: That ! s from the plane.

MRS P: Upper Tumut .......station.

KH: There is Perisher.

MRs P: That ?s our house, the first house we lived in in the
process of being moved. That s how they used to move then.

FP: Cut them in half and away they go. That ’s

DyFF?..Cottage there.

MRS P: It /5 still there. And these are the stairs from the

first houses.

KH: That would keep your legs fit and heart pumping.
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MRS P: Carrying a pram up and down - I think that ’s all.
KH: Oh, there ? s Rcund Mountain... No black and whites of

you at work?

FP: No.

KH: You ? re a bit like my father. He was always behind the
camera. Lots of photos of us, but -

FP: I ’n a bit camera shy.

MRS P: That ridge was blown up the next day or the next week.
KH: At Jindabyne, vyes. Is that you?

FP: Yes, and the two offsprings.

KH That ' s guite a good one, in its historical setting.
MRS P: They ’re only of the children &t Cabramurra.. o b

KH: There 's a photo of you.

MRS P:. That 's when they were both in ........

Well, actually she was out of it. One of them was out of it, and

we Just put it on for the photo, I can remember.

KH: Can I borrow that one?

MRS P: That 7 s old, heavens above.

KH: Yes, well, it ’s sort of- and that one of Jindabyne,
the earlier one at the Jindabyne bridge.'a%gﬁi would have been -
I can tell you the year if you want it. Lisa is 25 and she was 6
then, so 19 vears ago, isn't it?

208 But it’ s recorded, anyway, when the bridge was
demclished.

MRS P: Oh yes, it would be.

KH: 19 years ago,so, 1967... Sorry., itsKarl on the left, 1is
i1t?

MRS P: Karl with the car, ves.

KH: Can I put it on the back?

MRS P: Yes.

KH: Left to right: Karl, Frank, Lisa, Pirchmoser, at Jin-
dabyne. Yes, that must have been Jjust before igfglown up.

FP: Yes, I remember seeing it on television, the 109 Con-

struction Squadmﬁwhich was the Snowy accompaniment of CMF then.
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They had a practice run and blew it.
)

MRS P: While you ve got your pen in your hand I suppose we
might as well get your auvtograph in your book. How does that
sound?

KH: Oh ves, that ’s easy.

MRS P: I have got so many - might as well, Lisa bought it for

her father.

KH: Yes, why not?

MRS P: You see, Frank's book, yvyou wouldn't want to auvtograph
manuals, would you?

KH: It wouldn't be appropriate.
MRS P: No. I mean, he wouldan't . If I remenber, she had

trouble getting that book. Where did she buy it? The Canberra

Times. Were you selling them from the Canberra Times?

KH: Yes, they had a special.

MRS P: That ?s right. I c¢an remember. Was it Christmas she

bought it? Yes, it must have beent?éar it came out, was it?

KH: Yes, that 's right. It ’s now only in paperback...That’s
just about — that ’s pretty goed. I have got some of your

recreation activities.

FP: But that ’s not me, mind you.

KH: No, no, that 's Yyour son.

MRs P: Yes. But, I mean, there is none of you, is there?

|5 No.

KH: They ’ re the sort of shots of the Snowy you didn't
take becauvse they weren't interested in that sort of thing.
MRS P: ... Here 's one of him standing - oh, that s terrible, anyhew, with
glasses on. That 's only last year.

EP; You see, that 's why I didn'¢ take photos of myself.
Jan says it 's terrible.

MRS P: That ’s the best one of Frank, the one Karl took.

KH: You havew't got a small one of that, though?

HRS P: Yes, only in colour.

KH: Yes, but that can be — I wouldnk nind having a look
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at that one. And do vyou mind signing - - -
FP: I did sign.
KH: Oh, you have already. Great - 3 November, I am a bit

late, aren't I?
FP: Yes, I thought you would never cone.
KH: Oh no, I Jjust had other people to interview and other

things came in the way.

MRS P: That ’s one of our dogs behind the tree.
FP: That ?s on Mount Tantangara, near Kiandra there. - --
KH: Yes, I ’ ve been very busy doing some interviews and

also trying to finish this other book, yYou see, this book of long

Journeys. So it takes a while to get around to everybody.
FP: Yes, of course.

MRS P: That ’ s another one..-I like the snow on the trees
here. Everyone looks for something different, Typically

Australian, isn't it?

KH: Oh ves. Where ’s that? Where is that little place?
BEP: That is also up there, at Mount Tantangara.

KH: Oh that ’s Tantangara Hut.

FP: They call it Harvey's Hut. That ’s one nane.

KH: Harvey Palfrey, ves. He ?s the guy who is supposed to

have built that, I think.

2 Yes.

MRS P: Oh, Harvey Palfrey. We could tell you some tales about
him. What was it, the Holy - what do you call those holy coins
he vused to put in - was it the phone box, or something, when his
phone got cut off at Kiandra. You’ ve heard some tales about

Harvey Palfrey, or we have, haven't we?

KH: Did you meet him? VYes, he was around, wasn't he?
MRS P: Yes, of course. And Fountains Lodge. Have you heard
of Fountains? They used to own the lodge there. I can'k think

of their names.
FP: Fountains, wasn't it?

MRS P: ¥Yes, their Christian names - Fountains Lodge. Do you
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rememnber it was there in our time? Great friends of ......

FP: Down at Delegate.

MRS P: Delegate or Dalgety?

FP: Delegate.

kHi sesssssas. kKept a dog in there. That s pretty amaz-
ing.

FP: Yes, oh ves. He worked up there. He loved the snow.
MRS P: Was it Rudle?

FP: Yes.

KH: I don't think these will come up so well, copied fron

this. There ’

s too much contrast, I think to - - -

MRs P: If you wanted the negatives, Karl would still have
them. It ’s up to you. You %ve probably got enough.

KH: Yes, well yes, I do.

MRS P: And besides, Tantangara isn't = in the area that vou are
talking about, anvhow, is it?

KE" It is, Tantangara Dan.

KH: Oh ves. It is Jjust that - ves, oh ves. Well, thank

you very nuch. I think that might do for today.

EP : It was a long session.

KH: Yes.

FP: It is tiresome, Jjust talking even, isn't it?
KH: After a while, yes, that is right.





