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THEME: "Song of the Mountains" - Settlers

People find themselves in the mountains when they can't in any
other environment., Some people use it as a form of escapism,
some people use it as a form of relaxation, but to many people
the starkness and loneliness of the mountains has a tremendous
sort of personal magnetism,

THEME: "Song of the Mountains"

The personal magnetism of "The High Country" - it's like a
disease really, I'm sure most of the summer visitors and

some of the skiers never catch it, but there is magnetism in

the mountains, Once you've seen the changing moods of the
mountains from a warm sunny day to fzlling snow in a few

hoursy once you've seen the people who opened up the

mountains, from the dour cattlemen to the wild men of the Snowy
3cheme, suddenly or slowly you become aware that here is an area
of Australia which is different and the difference is so great
that when you wind your way up the road from Jindabyne, you feel
like you're passing into another land, into "The High Country",

But what causes the difference? 1Is it the landy or the people,
or both? In 1797, survivors of the Bydney Cove which was
wrecked in Bass Strait, crossed the mouth of the Snowy River
on their way to Sydney but the story of white settlement began
about the middle of the 19th century., The squatters from the
plains around Yass and Canberra needed more pasture so they
steadily moved south through the Monaro country around Cooma
and Dalgety. In 1840, Strezelecki climbed the Australian Alps
from the western side and named Mount Kosciusko and from then
on the rush into The High Country was on,

First the cattlemen, then goldminers and other fossickers, timber-
gotters, sportsmen and tourists, With all these people interested
in such a small area of land, could it possibly survive in its
native condition? If so, would it stay that way?

It Was the men droving the cattle Who réally explored The
High Country,

SOUNDS OF CATTLE

The old Pendergast who'd be my great grandfather, was the
first settler in this Jindabyne district somewhere about the
1830's and from there they went on to Omeo and a great number
of the fondergasts went and stayed at Omeo and developed big



cattlo Tuns, My grandmother on the .Pendergast side cume
back from Omeo and settled in the area that I'm in and the

Barrys have been there ever since. -You wonder why we stay
so long, well, some of us probably haven't got enough brains
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those uscd to the hent of Australia,

to get away - or enough finance, But I think once you get JRD LAN: fis Sux un T ponoernel, T #ks snls heve fox & dow
) . - - é - a ple of weeks
into a climate like this, although it's severe in winter, = ’ i ' b
it's nice in the summer ;nd it's got a lot of things about it ! . ¥, ang oh, when i %°t here I decided? it was snowing 11§6 g
that's better than some of the other areas and also a lot N e 2 2” ;ote}1°wdna§: 3t3r§°gi¥is the llgensee of the Kosciusko
lotel and chaps name y Dunn, Brian Williams and John
¢ & ' .
of things that are not as good, But it's pretty good cattle ) , Abbot B, thay were: dsying the supwishilen end. anyhow

after about five hours in one of these machines, arrived at the
Chalet and my mate came out, a chap called Len Gardner and he
said "How are you?" I said "I'm frozen; when does this thing

country, and grows fine wool and I think you get
acclimatised to the cold,

But I taink after a hundred yeoars of grazing by the old gt " : ;
e : go back?" He said "Tomorrow morning" I said "Well, b
graziers, uncontrolled, they did anything they wanted to do, a seat on it." So anyhow he said "§; YDi}re ngt %ai:Ok "
they've left the mountains in good shape, and without any ‘ dinkum are ya?" I said "My word, I'm ;?fozen - back to Sydney
doudt, in a satisfactory condition. for me", He said "Where?", "Balmain, that'll do me mate,
_ o o I'11 go back and watch the Tigers win the next competition" -
CATT;E DRCVERS ETC, CATTLE KOISES which they done in that year by the way, Well, anyhow, my
) mate said "We' i bit of troub .

\) WARRATOR:  And, as the cattle came into the country, so the drovers of ) called Watney faIlzhgnklhe Wasr::elﬁagfggzrgé tgzrghzlztc::p
the area developed fame for their horsemanship, It was no ‘Q that particular time, and a bloke named Yynn - I think he's
mean foat to chase a mob of cattls or horses through the steep one of the Directors of K. G. Murrays, Anyway, he talked me
timbered gullies of The High Country, And the legends grew, into staying for a couple or more days and I finished up in

the kitchen peeling spuds and "my golly, this is the wrong
result" and they said, what did they say? "How would you
1ilce 3 ?" n ] ]
2ND NAN: I've caught the bucks, ;'ve doneﬂevery other job that could be a sztg:a;ae:hgozzliizie ngg,i sg:dl g::;eéltg:r:eéoitall-
gzﬂleggngiéébe.done even got the privilege of being the best, had the best . couple of more days and Watney come down, he said "Now you've
' * pair of pick-up horses here, me and me second cousin, that done a very good job and I'm goin' to let you work on your
over went to Cooma, Well, the worst horse, three blokes had day off", which amounted to about twenty-four quid a

"MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER" MUSIC

a go at him and they couldn't keep kim on his feet, once you fortnight clear in those days, I said "This is good mone
beat him, he'd throw himeelf down, Well, I sit on this horse 1 Shiati Ao et T I hapgened to might 2 11tt§2 e z;s
and I said to me mate, I said "Now look, I tell you what to . only little then, by the way — girl walking down, I said
do with him when he goes down again, I said you get one of "That's for me," She was a housekeeper, Well, I met her

them bunches of crackers and light 'em and sit them under and that's 4t boy, I've been here for 20 years,

his tail", and I'm still sitting on him, And he said, oh |
he said "You'll probably get hurt", And I said "No," I VUSTC "SONG OF THE MOUNTAINS"

said "He's a real coward, this is a coward, once you beat him hdd .

W had it." An g " isk's mine", I said _
. yway, I said "You try - all risk's mine", 1 sai - : NARRATOR: I suppose part of the i ins i
- . ; . : : T magnetism of the mountains is their
1 g Cﬁn't ride him, I'm not going to Worry Zbou;izelni; 9 uniqueness in our flat continent, But they're more than just
dumped," But anyhoW he put these crackers under e : a large area of elevated land, for the geologists still have
went off and he looked round and he put his head down like not been able to completely unravel their mysteries,

that to me leg and he give me a nip that way, And next time

up he jumps and another cracker want off under him = two or ATH MAN: For more than 17 - ]
: ; years — ever since I came to Canberra - I've

three bloody good farts and he was finished, he wouldn't \Z: % i been going up into The High Country for scientific work, for

bloody « « ¢ LTINS sport and for the sheer pleasure of being there, Before the

war, I'd be studying what glaciers were doing at the present
time in the Arctic and so the Snowies atiracted me beocause

"NAN FROM SNOWY RIVER" MUSIC
only there on the mainland of Australia do we find the effects

2ND 'AN: We'd ride from Kosciusko pub down here and ve'd give ?ld . of recent glaciers, From Kosciusko to Twynam, about 15 to 30

2 ﬂ(fé;ufrhhte Jack Shanno? a scorching at the old pub at Kas?i., we'd come thousand years ago, there were glaciers on the range, Right
Lerty ' dovm and we'd ride in and out the old pub what's under the on the Kosciusko summit, one small glacier dumped rock and

‘ water now, Anyhow, we'd ride in and out and jump down three coil at its smout to build the curving ridge or moraine which

flights of stairs with these horses and out end in and back dams up Lake Cootapatamba. Another glacier coming down from

Twynam eroded a great armchair hollow in the mountainside and
gougzd out a basin about 90 feet deep in the rock. This holds

Blue Lake, that jewel of a Lake,

in the other side and old Leo Hall was in the pub and he said,
oh he said, "Boys, you's is going to get burt here," And he
said "No more drink for ya, no more drink", Well I said "If
there's no more drink, there's no more ridin' the horse

here", So I said "You're doin' all right" I said "Tou was
quite happy" but he said "Them horses . . ." look, the sparks

Now many people have studied what these glaciers did, the
most famous of them was Professor Edgeworth David of Sydney
University - a glacial moraine below the Chalet in Spencer's

was flyin' out of the concrete like that,
. Creek Valley is called "David Moraine" after him., But I've
"MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER'" MUSIC been chiefly concerned with other things, related things, but
] different things, Now one of them is what the snow patches,

NARRATOR: But the country is still hard and the climate is harder for the snow banks, are doing now.
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Some #now banks last a long time into the summer, occusionally
lacting right through the year — one on Twynam can be as nuch
as 120 feet thick., A few years ago we found some of these
seasonal snow patches are doing something which only permanent
glaciers are supposed to do, They move down the hillside in

a mass, dragging stones along With them and scratching and
grinding the bedrock with these stones, This rather unusual
thing may happen here because in this rather warm sunny climate
for snow, it turns into dense ice very quickly, To learn more
about this business, we have to camp up at about 6,800 feet

in a marvellous site amongst the daisies by a tinkling stream,
somatimes it's warm, sometimes it's wet, sometimes it's
freezing, sometimes it's wet and freezing, On a summer storm,
I've had my bare legs nearly skinned by driving hail, but I
wouldn't miss it for the worlds, .

While the Snowy Mountains are thought of as being cold and
bleak, the summers are warm and the wildflowers that follow
the snows provide a patchwork of brilliant colours' that atiracts

the tourist and the botanist,

I first visited the Snowy Mountains in the early 20's as a

student and I was interested, just beginning to be
interested, in native plants at that time, I knew something }
about the coastal flora and nothing at all about either

inland or mountain flora and found this tremendously |

interesting.

In the mid 1940's I visited the area again, but this time it
was at the invitation of the Snowy Mountains Authority
because the conservationists had been concermed about the
destruction caused by the engineering works up there and it
was at this stage that I became tremendously interested

in the Alpine plants, As a botanist, I was particularly
‘impressed with the difference between this flora and the
floras of other parts of Australia which by this time, I was
beginning to kmow fairly well, I realised after several

years of study in the summer time in this area, the tremendous .

impact that the climate has on these particular plants, you
find there for instance, in high moors, which is perhaps the
most interesting part of the area, large numbers of very small
plants which are extremely beautiful, not only in flower, but ‘
in the compactness and neatness of the plants themselves

growing this way in, well, because of the climatic conditions - L
the tremendous winds, the enormous changes in soil

temperature, sudden snowstorms, sudden winds - so that they
have to be compact, neat, very often with small leaves,
ephemeral in their flowering. They have to take advantage of
the very short summer, so that you get a tremendous variety

of plants all flowering at the one time, beautiful colour,
beautiful form, extraordinary adaptations - plants that

clamber over rocks, plants that grow in the lee of rocks and
are able to be a little bit more imaginative perhaps you could
say, in the way in which they grow - but all extremely
different from any other plants in any other part of Australia,
comparable only and extraordinarily comparable to the plants
that you get in other Alpine areas such as altitudes of say
2,000 - 4,000 feet in Tasmania,

And to the scientist who looks at the whole of the High
Country as one system, an eco-system, there is a special
interest,

Well, I first became involved in the Australian High Country
in the mid 1940's then as an officer of the N.S.i. Soil

/]
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Eonservation Service and at th:t stage of the gume, the
service was beginning to mget worried about the risk of soil
?rosion in the area but my job specifically was not to
investigate soil erosion as such, but to make an inventory
of the busic resources of the area, particularly the scils
and vegetation aS being perhaps the two most important
resources from the point of view of water catchment
management and soil conservation and so forth,

After thut, I spent a time with the Victorian Soil
Conservation Authority, again beirig involved in High
Country problems, and I've continued this research
interest in high mountain environments in C.S.I.R.O,

How,'I suess we can all ask what is there so special about
the Auctralian High Country? After all, we mow high
country exists in many other varts of the world and there's
rlenty of it.

Well, the important thing in the Australian scene of course,
is that there's very very little of it in the big chunk

of 3 million square miles which is Australia — it's a very
very scarce resource und a most unusual environment as far
as we're concerned,

How, when we %allt about an unusual environment, what do we
mean? I guess the first thing that presents itself to us is
that it's the only chunk of really elevated country and this
in itself means that thec landscape is different from the
landscape we find in most other parts of the country, the
climate's different, the flora, the vegetation, the soils and
so forth, they're all different in their own peculiar way,
For example, the climate of course is the only one that gives
substantial snowfalls and this has special connotations as
far as the use of these areas for winter snow sports and
w:iter production is concerned,

Then thuse special features of the climate which have been
more pronounced in the past have meant that several thousand
years ago at least locally these mountains were the site of
small glaciations and these small glaciations and these have
left very characteristic glacial landscape features which we
find in few if any other parts of the country. And these
glacial features too, include peats and you kmow, other
deposits, tens of thousands of years old, which preserve in
them evidences of past soils, vegetation and climatic
conditions, In fact, they're an almost unique chronology of
past events,

Now, the vegetation and plant species - they do include
Australian elements - but above all, they include elements
with strong relationships to floras of the old Antarctic
continent, New Zealand, South America and even Northern
Zurope., 5o also do many of the animal species, and this is
what ;ives this particular part of the world its special
interest to the biologist - the fact that here are =o many
biological relationships evident with groups in other parts
of the world,

How the soil features, too, are rather special, The soils
are very rich in organic matter, a very high water-holding
capacity, extremely permeable and it's these features with
the vegetation and the climate which have resulted in a
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spocial interest being shown in this area for the purposes
of water production, :

Ylater production! After the second world war the cry was
for power for industries, factories and houses ., . @

MUSIC "PUT A LIGHT IN EVERY COULITRY WINDOW" — Gary Shearston

The Snowy Mountains Scheme was the most dramatic upheaval to
happen in the mountains since they were formed. In 1886 the
Surveyor-General suggested diverting the Snowy River to the
Murrumbidgee, From then on schemes to use the rivers of the
high country to irrigate the inland and supply power to the
cities regularly raised their head,

After sixty years of wild and sensible schemes, of lobbying
and politicking, on Tth July, 1949 the Snowy Mountains
Hydro-Electric Power Act came into operation. The plan:

turn the waters of the Snowy inland and use all the mountain
rivers for power production as they fall the 5,000 feet from
the high country, This involved one of the world's greatest
feats of engineering which is now almost finished, It also
involved the flooding of some beautiful velleys and old towns
lamented in song and verse like "The Man from Adaminaby" who
lost his old town to the great lake of Eucumbene Dam,

"THE MAN FROM ADAMTINABY"

4 long way back to Kiandra
Over the blue sky's brink
But here's old Adaminaby
Where a man can get a drink,

Cool are the bar and the beer there,

And my old mates gathered round . . .

- "You'll wait a long time for a drink, mate,
The blooming pub's been drowned,"

— "Seen a high tide myself there,

The beer right up to our necks" . . .

— "She's sunk like a ship, we tell you,
With all the rest of the wrecks,

VWhere have you been these years

With your mare and your dogs and your pick?
The whole town's under the water,

Piséd and stone and brick,

While you were sinking your shaft, mate,
Or shearing, was it, or droving,

They shut the old pub right down, mate,
They brought in early closing.

The publican, nonse too soon,
Has finally lost his licence;
Chimney and shadowy door there
Drink to each other in silenoce.

i
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Only the shag like a copper
Dives down to the window to peer;
Yabbies crawl over the counter,
Mud-eyes are into the beer,

At the bar door the bunyip

Lies down and scratches his fleas:
ind a great wave of the Snowy
Says "Time, gentlemen, please",

There's drink enough still of a kind, mate,
If your taste runs far as water,

It's over the ocafe, too, mate,

It's over the tallest poplar,

But the beer she's off for ever
And so is Adaminabdy,

It's all under water mzkin
Hydroelectricity." -

- "Hydroelectricity

Don't make no sense to me

And there's the whole town still standing
So far as I can see, g

It runs right down to the farms there
Under the shining air

And pink the apple-trees bloom there,
. Like a white cloud the pear,

She's the old town as ever

And all my mates will remember me
When I go down as always

Lo drink in Adaminaby,"

- "She's drowned, she's gone, she's flooded:"
= "Ah, tell the marines," he cried,

And called his black dogs to him

And spurred the white mare's side,

And rode on down the hillside

As he had done for years

And straight out under the water
And drank there with his peers,

The Lake of Bucumbene Dam acts as a central storage
reservair, Water from the winter snows and rain is stored
there and in a series of smaller dams, Vhen power is
required in Victoria or N.S.W. the water is diverted through
the tunnels to the generating stations some of them buried

hundreds of feet underground,
have been excavated and sixteen main dams built, And now that

the scheme is almost finished . . .

MUSIC "JINDABYNE FAREWELL" — The Settlers

Almost a hundred miles of tunnels
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But the waters of the Snowy also provide Australia's‘pesy
inland fishing., Even if it wasn't a primarylpurpose it is
now an important feature of the area and so is the supply
of fish stock. . .

We have three species of trout here - rainbow, brook and the
Atlantic salmon, Atlantic salmon have been stocked in
Burrinjuck Dam. The rainbows to date zre the main source
of our re-stocking and the brook trout as yot haven't been
released, they're a very very new fish to the mainland of
jiustralia and we plan to release these this coming winter,
We use Lake Eucumbene as ouT reservoir - there's quite a Vv
area of water up there holding thousands of rainbow trout
and we draw on Lake Eucumbene for our initial eggs, our
stocks, for the hatching room. They're brought back here,
natched in troughs and jars, reared to about a year old, then
let out in all the streams of New South Wales, 'ie send
hundreds of thousands of eggs avay of course to the other
natchery and to other fishing clubs and in some years, fry
also, in numbers of thousands,

ast

“But as yearlings - which 1s a plan of the Latchery, to

release yearling stock, We plan for the same for brook trout
and at present the salmon stocks aren't that great but if we
can of course, we'll get as many out as possible.

The trout fishermen, the skiers, the yatchsmen, tiie bushwalkers
and those who just go to look make up the tens of thousands
of visitors who, every year, comb the mountains in search of

freedom, And this in turn, causes problems.

ifhen w2 have an area as restricted as the Australian High
Country and so many potential demands and uses that can be
made of it, it's not surprising that problems of what land
uses should be permitted often arise, and of course, this has
hoppened in the High Country over the last few years,

Now, there's no simple answer to thie problem, of course, In
the first instance, we must decide which are the important
1and usos in terms of the basic suitability of the country,.
Having decided this, and let's assume for the moment we decide
that there are three or four important uses, We still haven't
solved the problem because the area is still so restricted
that it might be difficult to allow all of these three or

sour important uses over the whole of the area, without you
¥now, imperilling it's ability to satisfy the demand in ter@s
of these uses, Now, I guess there are two Wways of ap-roaching
this problam: one is thut one permits all the so-called
legitimate uses to occur more or less equally over th? whole
area, This sometimes works — this is one way of looking at
thc problem of multiple use but often it doesn't work and '
often the result is a sort of reduction in standards and-en41ng
up with a sort of mediocre mess that no—one's really satisfied

with,

Now, the otner approach to thiz multiple use probiem is, of
cource, to you kmow, take the area as a whole and endegvour to
divide it into zones or into areas for which that particular
srca is basically most suited and this in fact, is the

ap roach the State cuthorities have made at Kosciusko durigg
the last few years, They've endeavoured to zone the area in
terms of well-defined zones basically suitable for a

iTARKATOR
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rerdiculer use and in my opinion, this is the wuy the
sompetition for use of land in the future should proceed,

CUSIC "S0HG OF THL OUNTATITGY

Yovementz to set aside part cf the High Country as a park
probubly began with the form:tion of bushwalking clubs
during the first world war, Various groups over the years
u> to the second world war, tried to zet the government to
reserve part of the Snowy Mowitains,' A school teacher in
Cioma outlined o Nitional Park scheme in 1939 and by the
early 1940's things were buginning to happen in the Snowies,
as Bald@r Byles, a forester then, recalls:

It 211 starts back with the orizin of the Kosciusko Siate

Pir, Now, when cKell became Premier, he was very keen

on conservaition, and Sam Clayton, then Commissioner for

Soil Crnservation, intercated him in it, As a result c¢f which,
the Premier made this Kosciusko State Park and in so doing ke
included sbout ten state foructs, much to the annoyance of the
Forestry Cormission. Well, I was District Forester at g g

wt that time, and being District Foroster at Viagga, our
Commissioner put me up or nowinated me us the Commission's
renrescntitive,

4211, that's how I czme to be connected witnh the Xosciusko
Stete Porit Trust., And, we ncne of us, liked the Kosciusko
Park Trust in the first place; the Forestry Commigsion
didn'! like it because it liquidated its state forests;

the graziers didn't like it because it has cramped their
grazing style; the Tourist Bureau didn't like it because it
has resiricted its original monopoly control over the
Kosciusko area. So we got together and we sattled down
gradually, Well my job was to, well, I conceived it as my
job, to try to urge the Trust to look after their
consarvation responsibilities, particularly fire protection.
i#ell, they didn't rise to the fire protection issue, they
alvays had more urgent work looking after the tourist, the
development a2nd so on and so forth, so that the fire protection
issue wns taken over eventually by the Forestry Commission,
or the Department of Conservation,

Vincent, Georse Vincent, said, oh, he was the Deputy Chairman
and Surveyor-General for quite a long time, what did he say?
"Yes, if you had your way, nobody would be allowed in the
Park except on foot anyhow," And I said "If you had your
way, thepd be a pub and a urinal behind every snow-gum,"

But then, well, after the war nothing happened immediately,
but then vwe gradually got going and we got our liitle work
force together, we established our headquarters at Waste
Point.

Garfield Barwick, as he wag in those days, was a tower of
strength, I've never known a man with so many useful
acquaintances, In those days you couldn't buy a bag of
cement except on the black market, but he always had some
useful acquaintances who could produce this and produce that,
Wie yot those old army huts for our Waste Point Headquarters,
anyway, we gradually got things going.

Well, then the Snowy came on the job, The Snowy Electric
Authority came, I think, determined tp run the whole show
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ai take over the whole place lock stock and barrel and I'm
afraid the Truszt and the Snowy Authority very quickly

crossed swords.

I remewber making out a list of 21l the work that the Man.ger
should do, all the things he should do, #And that rather

“impressed tne Trust with the magnitude of the job and I

LEY, GaRE:

B/LDHR BYL::Z:
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think I can take credit for persuuding the Trust that they
chould appoint 2 professional, a proper professional

mana-er or sSomething; so we aGvertisesd throughout the :hole
of Australia and we did a good deal of private propaganda to
try to &:t people interested and we got i terrific lot of
npplic:tions, ‘ell, we sorted them out and out of those

cv - 'ntuilly came Nev, Gare, -

Yzz, well I toox over as Park Superintendent at this time,
The fortunes of the Purk - which was then in the hands of
the Kosciusko State Park Trust — were then, I think, at the
narting of the ways, e nad the choice then as to whether
te wer: going to lLecome just a big tourist development with
the beem in snow sports starting and the tremendous extension
cf access roads with the Snowy Scheme in the course of
construction, or wheiher ve were going to become a true
[-:tional Park and I had very clearly in front of me a
challenge to try and estzblish proper conservation methods
associutsd with the development that Was obviously going to
come to the Park,

The importance of the Park as a snow fed catchment 2reca is
paramount and ve must tuke this into account in our wanagement
and so one of the important things that we've got to

consider is nanagement of the catchment to ensure that the
Snowy Scheme fulfils its purpose. We've also got to provide
for probably about half the winter sports requirements in
australia. In most North American National Parks for instance,
skiing is not a primary concern, there are plenty of ski

areas outside National Parks und so we have highly developed
resorts in places like Sun Valley and Stowe, We in New South
Wales have to cope with those types of developments, highly
commercialised and highly organised within the National Park,
+hich is basically set up for nature conservation and less
intensive recrcation, ©So we've got to provide, you might say,
for multiple use, de've got to think about water use from

the catchment, we've got to think about fairly intensive
commercialis«:d recreation for the snow resorts and at the

same time, we've got to fulfil our basic function of preserving
wildlife resource, of protecting some outstanding scenic and

scicntilic qualities,

But ho was still fighting a very uphill battle, He was
really conservution-minded -nd he was seized ~ith a big ideal
of vurk muinagement, unfortunutely a number of the Trust lLere
didn't share that ideal, and he was still fighting a very
uphill battle when the Honourable T. L, Lewis came on the
scene, And that was the big break,

Mr. Lewis introduced a completely new idea, what I call a
really biy idea and by sheer force of energy, he put the big
idea through with the result that the Park, the Kosciusko
Park, has changed from khaving a staff of about 4, to its
present. staff of about 28, plus a helicopter,

“iell, originally, as many thousunds of Australians, I vizited
the urea a3 a skier and of course, since taking over this job
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@i Minister for Lands, I've lad to be riore aware of what the
area represents to the people of Australia, indeed tne
world, as being the unique Alpine region. And so I have to
ve cognisant all the time that it is a Wational Park, not
Jjust o skier's paradise. And since I've taken a greater
interest in Kosciusko in the last 7 or 8 Years in any event
I've been going down there quite regularly during the ’
summer %00, and I think that Australians will more and more
use this as a summor resort os well as a winter resort, But
to mnsv2r a query whick may be put to me about the

Jrestest attraction, I suppose the greatest attraction muat
ue the fauct that it is a Fational Park, I think probably
one of the largest in the world - it's a million and a half
acres — and of course, I'm dedicated to preserving it in its
pristine condition.

IUSIC "UONG CF THE LOUNPAINSM

The High Country, thai strange #roup of hills and mountains
in our flat land, those snow-covered peaks and roaring rivers
in our not dry continent, and those tough men of truth and
legend who opened up this area, these things are the source
of its fascin;tion,

“ore than I think words could explain - it's just something

3b?ut the area — it's a part of Australia that's probably e
unique to us all and it's just got a calling that does really £
keep you in the zrea and a person could possibly do better

outside the area but I don't think money could drag me avay

from it at the present.

The High Country within the National Park is for the use of
Austrulians, Some people will disagree with the Wiy areas
ure reserved for special uzes but only in this woy can all
those interested find some enjoywent, The arca is safe
iron over-exploitation, cun we say that for any other land
systicm in Australia?

MISIC "SO0HG OF THE MOULTAINS"

The High Country featured Leo Barry, Berry McGufficke,
Juek Shannon, Ron Smith, Jean Findlay, Joe Jennings,
Thistle Stead, Alwc, Costin, David Lane, Balder Byles,
Heville Care and the Hon, Tom, Lewis,

The poem by Douglas Stewart was read by Cliff Neate and the
narrator was Ronald Falk,

The High Country was written and produced by Max Bourke,

LUSIC THEME "30KG OF THE MOUNTAINS"



